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Good Boys on Strip Show Promise 


Columbus, May 15. ( Martyr 

Night club entertainers and bur- 
IeSque troupes are being used at the 
fotal city workhouse to promote dis- 
cipline under the administration of 
ft. O. Reed, new superintendent. 

Reed says he found that six girl) 
steppers and strutters are worth 
more to keep order than twice as 
many guards. If the vags are good 
they can go to the show, if they 
misbehave, they can’t. More than 
200 prisoners were uplifted, accord- 
ing to Reed, by the entertainment. 
It was in the nature of an experi- 
ment, but is now to be a weekly 
feature at the institution. 

A former theatre manager who is 
serving a term for intoxication, is 
fin charge of the shows. He has 
outside connections and is using un- 
employed entertainers on a volun- 
ftteer, gratis basis. The dancers put 
fon the usual cabaret and burlesk 
s uff for the inmates, one of the 
gals appearing in scant clothes. 

Spice for the men is Reed’s pro- 
g.am. An unknown m. c. stepped 
Out before the city’s bad boys and 
reeled off plenty of blue stuff. Sev- 
eral radio singers (male) a radio 
pianist and two male dancers also 
did their stuff, but after all the 
light costumed femmes were the 
thing to such an extent that many 
of the prisoners now want to stay 
®n and on and on. 





Woodard King Konging 
Insects in New Feature 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Insects magnified to the propor- 
tion of man and the larger animals, 
@nd battling with humans for con- 
trol of the world, is the spec- 
tacle being worked out for produc- 
tion by Stacy Woodard, creator of 
the ‘Battle for Life’ series, and Lon 
fYoung, p.a., for Educational. Ten- 
tative title is ‘Land That Time For- 
Sot’. 

Using special lenses valued at 
$25,000, ana photographing insects 
by the delicate glow they give back 
from absorbed light through appa- 
Fatus that resembles a Rube Gold- 
berg contrivance, Woodard has 
Worked out a special technique. 
Man apparently crushed by sea 
®nemone is one of the bizarre shots 
&lready scored. 


Dime-a-Throw Burley; 
_ §8-a-Day for the Actors 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Stock burlesque is being shown in 
Several Main ‘street houses at a 
@ime a throw, Daily grind starts 
at 10 a. m. and continues until mid- 
might, with the performers doing 
from six to eight shows a day, de- 
Pending on the turnover. 

The Follies, ‘de luxe’ stock burley, 
has a 10c gate for balcony seats 
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Columbus Workhouse Vags Become 








Hollywood, May 15. 
Louis Garden, sound expert 
at KFWB, was puzzled. He had 
to provide the sound of a chap 


lead pipe for a script show. 

He tried a number of con- 
traptions but they failed. How- 
ever, he was at the mike with & 
@ wooden mallet and when he 
got the cue he simply used it 
on his own head. 

Okay fer sound, but Garden 
was ‘out,’ 


Chicago Showmen Cool 
Toward Expo Bid for 
Box-Office ‘Favor’ 


Chicago, May 15. 

World’s Fair has approached Jocal 
film theatres with a request that 
they open their box offices for the 
sale of tickets to the Exposition. 
Fair’s suggestion is that houses 
establish a bargain book whereby 
patrons buying’ $5 worth of tickets 
to the theatre are presented by the 
theatre with a free 75c coupon for 
the Fair. Fair in turn agrees to 
sell these 75c coupons to the thea- 
tres in bulk for 45c. 

Theatre men are not enthusiastic 
toward the suggestion. Exposition 
is stressing ‘civic pride’ and co- 
operation as the reason they should 
oblige, but theatres in general re- 
gard the Exposition as a rival 
rather than an ally. 

Confusion to cashiers, bookkeep- 
ing problem, and general lack of 
managerial sympathy are reported 
as typical reasons for the lukewarm 
reception to the big suggestion. 


German Film’s Fisticuffs 


New York, gener- 




















Acme theatre, 


ally playing only Russian com- 
munistic films, had ‘Whither Ger- 
many?’ (Kinematrade), a com- 


munistic German talker, last week, 
and, just to make sure, added 
a new ending which was a bitter 
denunciation of Hitler and his 
regime. 

Someone in the audience Tuesday 
(9) objected audibly to the denun- 
ciation, with the result several 
others in the audience jumped on 
him, with a free-for-all resulting. 
It’s the first actual disturbance re- 
ported in this country on the mat- 
ter of German films. 


DIVA’S 1-NITERS 
May 15 


. | 
Seattle | 

| 
has | 


Madame Schumann-Heink 





from 10 to 12:30 noon, and 20c for 
lower floor seats. Several of the 
0c grinds are practically store | 
Shows with no names, \ 


been booked by Keighley & Kes- 
cot for Liberty, Wenatchee May | 
290: Fox, Spokane, May 21-23 

The diva just played a two-day 
stand in Tacom4., } 


being hit on the head with a |; 
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SOCIAL, BUSINESS 
NID TO FARMERS 


Knowledge of Markets 
Helps Pocketbooks—In a 





Dozen Ways Radio 
Touches Farmers Who 
Are Essentially Serious 


Minded and Most Selec- 
tive of All Air Fans 


—— 


LATER BED TIME 





Chicago, May 15. 


Radio’s most serious-minded ra- 
dio fans are farmers. And with 
that statement goes a companion 
fact. Radio influences the lives of 
farmers more radically, more di- 
rectly, and in a commercial sense 
more intimately than any other 
class of people. 

Radio has done more to de-yok- 
elize rustics than any other influ- 
ence. It has given them an almost- 
hourly report on distant markets 
that has turned farmers into busi- 
ness men able to trade intelligent- 


(Continued on page 46) 


CALLING PEOPLE 
RATS’ RULED 
NOT FUNNY 





Going deeply into the dictionary, 
the New York Appellate Division 


finds there is no humor when the 
word ‘rat’ is used to describe a per- 


son. It is nothing less than an 
‘opprobrious epithet,’ finds the 
higher court, in ordering that 


Walter Winchell, Daily Mirror, Inc., 


Fand the artist, Armando Araujo, 


must let a jury decide whether or 
not the ‘rat’ used in connection with 
a Winchell item is a ‘harmless joke.’ 

Harry Kraft, another artist, read 
the N. Y. ‘Mirror’ (tabloid) one 
morning in 1931 and discerned in 
print someone he believed to be 
himself. The story identified Ar- 
mando, and Kraft read himself in 
the Winchell quotes describing the 
second party as, ‘I know that I was 
9 rat to do that to you, Armando, 


(Continued on page 54) 





Just a Town 








Chicago, May 15. 
This will give an idea what’s 
happened to Chicago, once 
quite a metropolitan burg. 
Street urchins are playing 
catch on Randolph street be- 
tween Clark and Dearborn. 














$1,000 a Day 





Music men are laying their 
financial cards on the table to 
the radio men in an effort to 
obtain a better deal for their 
music. It costs the topnotch 
firms $1,000 a day to operate 
(including royalties and every- 
thing), which figures $30,009 a 
month, It used to run up to 
$50,000 a month. 

The best a topnotch pub- 
lisher can now net for his in- 
vestment is $50,000 a year— 
providing, only, that the firm 
has enjoyed an extraordinarily 
good batting average a: to hits. 
Too often the percentage is 
down, 


‘Test Tube Mugg Lost Weight on 32: 
But He Gandhied on the Victuals 


+ 





By TOM WALLER 


‘Variety’s first and last box score 
on legal (3.2) brew disproves com- 
pletely the scientific findings, to 
date, of chemists, housewives and 
cops. ‘Variety,’ using a staff muge, 
put the beer through the human 
test tube. 

The findings are that three quarts 
of any one of the more popular 
brands of suds consumed at one 
sitting and on an empty stomach 
are not only non-intoxicating, but 
they will reduce what little obesity 
a lean guy may possess. 

When the human consumption 
test ended last Thursday night (11), 
witl. Abe Stein as official reviewer, 
and most of the beer drunk on his 
premises—all paid for by the re- 











Step Up the Strips, 
Tone Down the Spice, 
New Burleycue Idea 





The women are getting nuder, but 
the comedians are getting cleaner 
in burlesque nowadays, and the 


reason is not a desire on burlesque’s 
part to attract the kiddies, 

In recent court tilts with the au- 
thorities, burlesquers have found 
that black and white testimony 
based on verbatim records of dia-. 
log stood up as evidence, while in- 
decent nudity was hard to prove. 

So it’s up to the girls who strip 
to make up for the lack of what 
burlesquers call ‘spice’ in the dia- 
log. The clean-up orders from the 
front office are making things tough 
for comedians who have been using 
dirt so long they don’t know any- 
thing else. 


Empty Boats 


Transatlantic travel for the sum- 
mer seems to be heading for a new 
low. Steamship companies reluct- 
antly admit that bookings thus far 
are about 35% behind last year. And 
last year was under any period 
since the war. 

Several contributing factors. Hit- 
ler thing in Germany has pulled 
iway some travelers and the dollar 
fluctuation in Europe is worrying 
others. France, under the new dol- 
lar division abroad, is figured too 
expensive by many. 


B’way Legit at 25c 





Nearest thing to legit trying to 
compete with pictures is the at- 
tempt now being made by John 
Golden on ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 
Golden has flooded New York with 
posters featuring a big Top 
price for the show’s revival now i: 
$1.10. 

Vet showman figures the quarte: 
thing will lure the picture mob. 


25c. 





cipient—the ‘Variety’ tester had 
stowed away a total of 45 bottles of 
brew under his westkit. 

The brands submitted for the test 
included Pabst, Ruppert, Budweiser, 
Kings and Schlitz. The mugg tester 
consumed nine bottles of each at a 
Single sitting. Then he arose and 
moved on. But on each night dur- 
ing the period of analysis he allowed 
no other brew to touch his lips in 
order that the beer box score might 
be beyond reproach. 

No mention is included in the 
score about the qualities of the vari- 
ous brands. Flavor is also 
an individual taste matter, so any 
comment in that direction would be 
irrelevant, 

Lost 3 Pounds 

‘Variety’s’ staff mvgg weighed 168 

lbs. at the commencement of the 


(Continued on page 44) 


EMBASSY ASKS STAGE 
QUIETUS ON HITLER 


Washington, May 15. 
First - known official protest 
against stage remarks concerning 
Hitler in the U. S. occurred here 
last week when George Jessel, play - 
ing Loew’s Fox, was’ ordered to 
eliminate his references to Hitler. 
Management stated the cuts were 
requested by the German embassy. 


Chicago Mentioned in 
Everybody’s Prayers 


Chicago as 4 mecca for entertain- 
ment this summer, coincidental with 
the World's Fair, is becoming a 
grim gag with actors. All ogle Chi 
as an opportunity for an engage- 
ment over the summer months, 
Almost every actor, show or 
showman is flirting with the loop 
for this ‘summer. 








A NEW LOW 
Pittsfield, Mass., May 15. 

sounds like a world’s record 
bargain. The 
Kameo presents a revue composed 
of 40 local entertainers with twee 
| feature pictures, All seats, any time, 
'10c. 


This 


for an. amusement 
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Able.’ 


bosses, 
‘own, all busy bossing and contrib- 


tate to a couple of stenogs to get 
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echt Sees HT wood as Place Where 
The Kibitzers Play the Cards, but 


Always with Their Fingers Crossed 


+ 








By CECELIA AGER 


‘There ought to 
marked Ben Hecht, 
comfortably in New York on the 
script of ‘Design for Living,’ ‘for- 
bidding writers from going to Holly- 
wood, It would save the producers 
75% of their story costs; it would 
be a lot better for their nerves, 
and it would permit writers to work 
for pictures and still feel comfort- 


Woof, Woof 


Hollywood, May 15. 

There’s barking at Metro, 
but not by canines. Because 
someone was bitten by a dog 
on the lot last. week, studio 
has barred all hounds from the 
lot. 

Practically every star at the | 
studio carts a pet pup to work. 
They're al) yelling murder. 


Roach-Metro All Set; 
‘Patsy Kelly, Barclay - 
Signed for Comedies 


Henry Ginsberg, v. p: of Hal 
Roach: Co., left Friday (12) for: the 
coast after closing & néw contract 
with Metro for the company’s next 
season product. Calls , for a Roach | 
production schedule of 40 shorts and 
two features, both the latter Laurel 





be a law,’ re- 
who is working 








The whole Hollywood set-up is 
harassing to Mahomet Ben Hecht. 
He’s through with it. If Hollywood 
wants him, he. says, let Hollywood 
come to him. So Hollywood's. come 
to him, ' 

‘Hollywood's the place where. the 
kibitzers do all the card playing,’ 
he explains. ‘Your chips, your hands, 
but they tell you how to play them. 
Thoy never pick up a hand to play 
it themselves, but they always tell 
you what to do. And you play ijt 
their way, because they’re boss. 

‘The chief reason for existence of 
50% of the people in Hollywood is 
that they’re supposed to be_ boss. 
Why, I don’t. know. Nobody knows. 








They can't sing, they can’t whistle, 

they can’t tap, they can’t even|and Hardy. Six of the 40 shorts 

yodel, but they’re tops. They — will be made by the same team. | 
s 


yank you on salary two to one. 
like giving the printer $2,000 a week 
for setting the type for the great 
Amevican novel. 
With Reservations. 
‘In Hollywood, the Jand of the 
where -every boss has an 
assistant boss and the assistant 
boss a batch of assistants of his 


While.in New York, Ginsberg also 
signed Patsy Kelly and Donald 
Barclay, from legit, to go west on 
termers, leaving New York in‘about 
two weeks, although production 
, doesn’t. start till June 15. 





London, May 15. 


‘Hal Roach has suddenly aban- 
doned his project of making a fea- 
ture picture here. ‘No explanation 
given but it’s understood that Metro 
dissuaded him. He sails for Amer- 
* 4 on May 20. 

Roach had incorporated a special 
company for the picture’ here and 
had signed several English comics. 
He brought ‘a technical crew with 
| him when he came’ over several 
weeks ‘ago.’ Picture was to have 
been ‘A Night in an English Music 
Hall.’ 


Weary of Waiting, She 
Walks, Studio Chases 


The day after she left Hollywood 
in disgust, having gone out on -spec 
without: landing anything, a _ bite 
came through from Radio for Helen 
Broderick, vaude and musicals. She 
signed the contract upon arriving 
heme (New York) last .week. 
Deal is for comedy parts on a 
short-term basis at first, with Ra- 
dio holding options up to five years. 
Curtis. & Allen negotiated. 

Miss Broderick spent a month on 
the Coast shopping for.a. film spot. 
She made the return trip by auto. 


10,000 Annas 


uting nothing, ia: seif-typing writer 
is declasse. A writer’s got to dic- 


any respect, take three hours for 
Junch, and sit with the kibitzers 
from four to six months—to do a 
job that’s a three weeks’ job done 
away from Hollywood, without 
gtenographers. And the pomp and 
fanfare surrounding the Holly wood 

way of preparing a picture doesn’t 
win its estee.y even from the pro- 
ducer-bosses. No, they get nervous 
because they remember how it was 
done. Realizing it was written ac- 
cording to their kibitzing, recalling 
those conferences, they’re seared of 
it. They think perhaps they’d bet- 
ter read it again and fiddle with 
it some more. So then they call in 
a new group of writers and the poor 
battered script is in for another 
drubbing. Little by little, as it 
travels the course of all the writers 
on the let, whatever it had orig- 
inally is squeezed out of it. Even- 
tually it goes into production a col- 
jection of fragments from many 
minds, diffuse, bewildered and syn- 
thetic. If ever, if just once, a script 
was improved by running the 
gamut, but no—that has never hap- 
pened or I'm an epic fool.’ 

And Literary, No End 

Hecht used to think he was a 
pretty stalwart fellow before he 
went out to Hollywood, but he soon 


(Continued on page 25) 









































Sam Goldwyn is understood to be 
INDEX planning an_ extensive 24-sheet 
—_—_ campaign as a gangplank to the 
Bills 2.200000 Scosccececs: 48 American public for Anna Sten. 
Burlesque ....ccccsscoees +62 _Prior to the foreign girl's first 
: 31 U. S. picture release, Goldwyn is 
SPORE Sco oes ‘Aerey playing with the idea of plastering 
CRATIOE. occ ccccsae uoaees 60 a facsimile of her head on 10.000 
Editorial ...... ee re or more billboards around the 
Exploitation ............. 19 country. If it goes through the 
: Ne undertaking will be the most lav- 
Film House Reviews..... 16 ish introductory gesture ever ac- 
Film Reviews.......--.... 17 corded a screen personality. 
Foreign Film News....... 13 Sam Goldwyn had assigned -Na- 
Foreign Show News...... 54 thaniel West, novelist, to write an 
Inside—Legit ...... oe adee 49 original for Anna Sten. 
Inside—Music ...... Fa ae 57 West will write it in the east. 
Inside—Pictures ......00. 49 William Morris set him. 
Inside—Radio ..... ceccece 40 
Legitimate badnensecaee-bs ; ° 
otter eT ere abbeseeep 62 Vidor Sleuth Gumshoeing 
erg yore rer rr ee coe , - In Court for Expenses 
BIS covccscveesvesseseoroes I0-90 
2 stag GA : RS EE RSG 47 Hollywood, May 15. 
News from the Dailies... 58 Trial in the suit of Lucien C. 
Nit TI goo a ba vow ees A 56 Wheeler, private detective, against 
Obituary 2... cccccccccece 62 Eleanor Boardman has been set for 
( Outd ors Deo SE OM sc a> 63 tomorrow (Tuesday) in Municipal 
i! POGCUPON <25 sessadeees 2-37 court. Miss Boardman is represented 
i] SA GM mee 88-44 }legally by Abram Robert Simon. 
Ra RenortS...cccccecce 44 Following actress’ divorce from 
| Tall Sh. i! ae 17 King Vidor, Wheeler filed the action 
Mees Batenre » bite 59 for $1,256.55, claiming the money 
Vaud Ba 15-46 was due him for services rendered. 
Vaude } e |] er jews 47 | “Tiss Boardman’s ba account was 
j} | attached last week for asserted fail- 
——— nf; ure to pay the sieuth. 








WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Fox, Washington, 
2. <. 
The Boston “American” said: 


“Each feat of Will Mahoney’s is ‘a 
signal for handclapping, loud and 
long. If Mahoney were alone on 
the program it would be well worth 
while, for Will Mahoney hasn’t a 
peer in his line.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


BURNS AND ALLEN’S PAR 
TERMER FOR FEATURES 


Burns and Allen are getting a 
new deal from Paramount this 
week, which will carry them for 
three more years at Par at the rate 
of two, features a year, with the 
studio holding options for a third. 
This replaces the team’s present 
contract, which has the balance of 
1933 to go. 

Under the old and present ar- 
rangement, on a year-to-year basis, 
Burns and Allen were guaranteed 
40 weeks’ work a year, with the 
nature of the .work left to Par to 
decide. They were used for shorts, 
features and stage appearances 
under that contract. 

New deal is for features only. 
Burns and Allen returned last week 
from the Coast, where they made 
a pair of features. 


Film Patients Improve 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Tink Humphrey is slowly improv- 
ing from a heart attack which sent 
him to the Hollywood hospital. Ed- 
mond De Patie, Warner auditor, who 
was at the same place because of 
heart trouble, left Saturday (13). 
Walter Wanger, at t'e Cedars of 
Lebanon for observation, is reported 
okay. Carmel Meyers left the hos- 
t‘tal Thursday (11), after being an 
overnight patient under observation. 
Glenn Chaffin, newspaper cartoon- 
ist, is doing well at Hollywood hos- 
pital following an apperdix snatch- 
ing. Archie Hall, Universal tech- 
nical diwector, has completely re- 
covered from a skin infection that 
had him for five weeks. 




















Crisp Sailing for Post 
As BI Product Chief 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Donald Crisp and his wife, Jane 
Murfin, Radio contract writer, will 
leave here for England latter part of 
this month. Crisp has been offered 
the production head job by British 
International. 

Director originally opened 
studio for Paramount in 1920. 


the 





DOUBLE MURDER 


Seven Writers On Script Only Kill 
Same Man Twice 








Hollywood, May 15. 

Seven writers authoring a script 
simultaneously is a record for Para- 
mount. System is being used on 
‘Man of the Forest,’ next Western 
in production. 

Treatment was by Harold Schu- 
man, and in order to rush the script 
in, six additional scribblers were 
called on.) the job to divide up the 
sequences. 

The seven who contributed sec- 
tions were Schumate, Gerald Ger- 
aghty, Charles Logue, Dorothy Yost, 
Sidney Solkow, Agnes Brand Leahy 
and Jack Cunningham, latter also 
sitting in to edit the work of the 
others. 

Outside of killine one man in the 
story twice, a workable script re- 
sulted. It goes into production Mon- 





day. 


LIKE AN ALGER HEROINE 


Used Hoax, 
Studios 





Sonya Karlov New 


Handle To Beat 





Hollywood, May 15. 

Metro has a deal on with Sonya 
Karloy to buy the latter’s story, 
‘White Devil,’ a yarn about women 
pirates. 

Girl is the former Gene Williams, 
Follies dancer who came to Holly- 
wood six years ago, and, unable to 
get a break in pictures, left town to 
return with the new name and an 
accent. Accent got her a contract 
from C. B. De Mille. 

She was slated for the lead in 
‘Godless Girl’, until Lina- Basquette 
who knew Miss Karlov when, tipped 
ths mitt and she instead went into 
the part. 


Columbia Re-establishes 
Dept. of Shorts; Craig, 
Healy, Mebbe Mahoney 


Hollywood, May 165. 
Columbia is re-establishing, its 
shorts department, abandoned more 
than.a year ago.. Has signatured 











Richy Craig, Jr. and Ted Healy for 
one picture each with strings on 
Healy for additional pictures if 
wanted, 

Ralph Staub will head the depart- 
ment, also continuing his handling 
of Screen Snap Shots. Columbia's 
only. bobtailed.release of late. 

Craig is doing his own story, with 


James Mulhauser' laboring . over 
something for Healy. Studio is also 
after Will Mahoney, who may 


scribble his signature after he has 
his present chores cleaned up. 


RATOFF DRAWS IRE OF 
BANKRUPTCY REFEREE 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Referee Rupert B. Turnbull, ad- 
monishing Gregory Ratoff for not 
keeping records of his production 
activities, for his laxity in schedul- 
ing liabilities and for alleged lack of 
god faith in filing his bankruptcy 
petition, last week ordered the trus- 
tees of the actor’s estate to oppose 
his discharge in bankruptcy. 

Order means that all of the es- 
tate’s assets will be liquidated, with 
Ratoff still liable for any unpaid 
debts. 

The fact that Ratoff was inter- 
ested in eight legitimate produc- 
tions, ‘in which he acted and drew 
salary but failed to keep any books 
or accounts, Was one of the reasons 
for the denial of a discharge in 
bankruptcy. 


Extras Bearish 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Less than half as many extras 














worked last week, as compared 
with the stanza before. Total for 
the week was 1,870, the lowest 


since last July. 
Outlook for the current week is 


brighter. 





Gum Shoe Marlene 


Marlene Dietrich is getting more. 
and more to fancy herself in the 
Garbo manner. She wants to. he 


Arriving in New York a week ago 
all Paramount employees were 
warned not to divulge to anyone 
the fact that the actress was in 
town. No one in the home office 
was told where she was stopping 
and all hands were asked not to 
divulge the fact that she was en- 
route to Europe. 

Dietrich even called the North 
German Lloyd line and asked them 
to keep her name off the sailing lists 
of the Europa. She sailed on that 
boat Saturday (13). 





Starring Sylvia Sidney 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Sylvia Sidney gets top billing over 
the picture in Paramount’s ‘Jennie 
Gerhardt.’ 

This top spotting does not apply 
to her future pictures, however, un- 
less individual arrangements are 
made, 





Par Signs Bing Crosby 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Bing Crosby draws a two year 
termer at Paramount. Paper calls 





for a pair of features each year, 


known now as ‘Mysterious Marlene.’ |* 


_— 


WARNERS’ BIT 
ROLE FAVES 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Much like a small town stock 
company is the casting of Warner 
and First National pictures with 
each succeeding feature displaying 


the same faces in supporting roles 
as its predecessor. But, Warners 
has found, that pays—the public 
has favs in minor players much 
as it does in favorite stars. 

To this end, studio keeps a num- 
ber of bit players working in most 
of its pictures, feeling that their 
personalities, no matter how small 
the part, will please the fans who 
have come to. recognize these 
actors as friendly faces: Most of 
the players are in the $300 and 
over per week class. Studio, how- 
ever, feels that engaging compe- 
tent ‘players for the bits’ is a ‘savy- 
ing, for they know their’ business 
and make‘ it unnecessary to re- 
hearse for any great length of 
time. In the long run, the studio 
figures, there is a saving. 


Look at the List 


Players making reputations re- 
peatedly doing small parts in War- 
ner pictures are Edwin Maxwell, 
Harold Huber, William V. Mong, 
George Pat Collins, Arthur Byron, 
Grant Mitchell, David Landau, Guy 
Kibbee, Spencer Charters, Berton 
Churchill, Harry Holman, Robert 
Warwick, Christian Rub, Osear 
Apfel, Richard Tucker, Allen Jen- 
kins, Frank McHugh, Robert Mc- 
Wade, Ferdinand Gottschalk, Gavin 
Gordon, John Sheehan, Ruth Don- 
nelly, Sheila Terry, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Bodil Rosing, Maude Eburne 
and others. 

Practically all the names noted 
have appeared in at least eight 
features ~eleased by the _ studio 
since the first of this year. 


ARLISS AND WARNERS 
DIDN'T GET TOGETHER 


Hollywood, May 15. 

George Arliss and Warners have 
failed to get together on a new con- 
tract and.the actor left two weeks 
ago for a vacation in England. 

Possibility is that he may make 
pictures over there, though several 
major producers here are reported 
giving him offers. . 

George Arliss is off to his home 
in Kent, England, next Saturday 
(21), for a summer vacation. 


MacDonald’s First in 
England Near AIll-U. S. 


London, May 15. 

Richard Wallace will direct ‘The 
Queen,’ first picture for Jeannette 
MacDonald to be made by British 
& Dominion. Makes it an almost 
all-around American production. 
Story is by Samson Raphaelson and 
picture will be distributed by 
United Artists. Herbert Marshall 
will play opposite Miss MacDonald. 

Production starts pronto because 
Miss MacDonald must return to 
Hollywood to make the first of 
three pictures for Metro. It'll be 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ with Ramon 
Novarro, after which she comes 
back here for one more picture and 
then returns to Metro for the other 
two there. 


SAILINGS 


May 21 (New York te London), 
George Arliss (Bremen). 

May 20 (London to New York) 
Bill Levy (Aquitania). 

May 14 (London to New York) 
Edward Everett Horton, Leslie Hen- 
son (Bremen). 

May 13 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Eddie Cantor and family 
(Virginia). 

May 13 (New York to Havana), 
F. Ralph Gervers (Oriente). 

May 13 (Los Angeles to New York) 
Al Santell, Julian Josephson, Arthur 
Kober (Santa Lucia). 














May 13 (New York to Paris) 
Richard Watts, Jr., Marlene Die- 
trich (Europa). 


May 13 (New York to Paris) Col- 
lette d’Arville (Rex). 


May 12 (New York. to London) 
Richard Aldrich (Olympic). 

May 10 (New York to is 
Clayton Sheehan, Robert T. 
P. N. Brink (Washington). 

May 10 (London to Ne. Y¥: 





Rachel Crothers (Berengaria) 








. 
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WHO'S GRABBIN’ THE JOBS 





It's a Serious Biz in Hollywood 





Finding New Monickers for Players Upsets 
Studio Routine 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Gi in,, . name to a picture player 
is considered serious business out 
here. It’s of far more import than 
t: 2? naming ot the first born, where 
all the aunts, uncles, grandfathers 
and the iceman have to be con- 
sidered. 

Neither Harry Cohn nor C. B. 
De Mille have been able to sleep 
for the last two weeks trying to 
name Cohn’s newest recruit, Adrian 
Samish. Latter has been loaned to 
De Mille for ‘This Day and Age,’ 
hence the grave concern of the di- 
rector. 

Columbia announced with a 
flourish that ‘amish was to be 
known as Peter Advian. Cohn 
thought again and said he didn’t 
likc the name Peter, because a chap 
with that monicker once borrowed 
a five-spot ard forgot the pro- 
ducer’s address. 

So Cohn _ stopped the _ studio 
progress for a while and called a 
conference of the help. After con- 
siderable pondering the confab an- 
nounced that hereafter Mr. Samish 
would be Conrad Miles. 

By this time the actor was at 
Paramount on loan for the De Mille 
picture, and as yet professionally 
nameless. Wh.21 Samish learned of 
the Columbia decision he said his 
little piece, all of which, summed 
up, was that Mr. Samish was no 
panz an.’ he wasn’t going to bave 
an.” film fans dub him ‘Connie.’ 

This resulted in another confer- 
ence in Cohn’s office. But this one 
came up blank, so the whole staff 
of the studio, down to the door- 
keeper and office boys, were asked 
to make suggestions. After three 
days Samish was notified that he 
was Richard Dorne. 

De Mille kicked at this. Then in 
turn Samish became Peter Doane 
and then Peter Adams. None of 
the handles, however, stuck more 
than a day. 

At last reports Adrian Samish 
was still Adrian Samish. 


Det. Pic. Snatcher Thinks 
WB Film Means Him 


Detroit, May 15. 

Tom Howard, Detroit ‘Free Press’ 
cameraman, wired Warner Bros. 
last week to withdraw ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ from exhibition here and 
throughout the country charging 
that the picture defamed his char- 
acter. 

Howard achieved fame for his 
getting a picture of Ruth Snyder 
in the electric chair. Use of a sim- 
ilar item in the picture is the only 
parallel to the career of Howard. 
Picture shows the photoographer as 
a reformed convict who is tough, 
all of which Howard objects to. 

So far the only action taken was 
a wire sent by ex-Governor Brucker, 
who is the lawyer representing 
Howard. 

At the regular preview for the 
press Howard was invited and he 
objected to any pubklicity being used 
locally on the chance that it might 
jeopardize his job with the ‘Free 
Press,’ so no publicity on his activ- 
ities was used. He is in charge of 
the ‘F. P.’ cameramen. 


John G. Adolfi Dies 
While on Hunting Trip 


Hollywood, May 15. 

John G. Adolfi, 45, director of 
practically all the George Arlis pic- 
tures at Warners, died May 10 near 
Revelstoke, Canada, of cerebral 
hemorrhage, while hunting with 
Darryl Zanuck and a group of War- 
ner executives. 

Adolfi, a former stage juvenile, 
started in pictures as D. W. Grif- 
fith’s assistant 20 years ago. He 
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GREAT FOR THE GALS 


But Studio Gets Different Kind Of 
Propaganda 








Hollywood, May 17. 


Local correspondent for some for- 
eign papers has convinced a studio 
that he is in contact with all the 
big people from his country who 
come here and that if the lot would 
sponsor his entertaining bills, he 
could slip in plenty of strong plugs 
for the picture company. 

Every Wednesday night he gets a 
studio car and chauffeur to whirl 
the notables around. But he's using 
it to transport his girl friends in- 
stead. And the propaganda he’s im- 
planting has nothing to do with pic- 
tures, 


Surefire K. 0. Cohen 
No Wow, but He’s Still 
Bargain, Sez Groucho 








Groucho Marx has been first- 
nighting in New York, sometimes 
with a dark complexioned mugg 








was with Warners four years, hav- 
ing megged ‘Voltaire,’ ‘King’s Va- 
cation,’ ‘The Millionaire,’ ‘Working 
Man,’ all with Arliss. He is sur-| 
vived *by a widow. 


iz picture in London for 


called Franklin P. Adams (FPA), 
but between the acts he is bragging 
about Canvasback Cohen, the Cleve- 
lander, who thinks he is a heavy- 
weight fighter. Right now all the 
Marx clan is in New York except 
Zeppo, who is hiding Canvasback 
under his arm, as it should be, 
claims Groucho. 

Julius has it all figured out that 
if he and the three Marxes had kept 
away from the stock market and 
dabbled in heavyweight boxers, 
they'd all be happier. The explana- 
tion is that Cohen’s contract cost 
only $150, and even if they had 
bought a fighter like that every 
month they would have gotten a lot 
of action for their coin and still 
would have stayed away from the 
Wall Street c:ipping. 

Latest reports on Cohen is that 
even the driver of the bus in which 
he traveled to Hollywood kayoed 
him because Canvasback tried to 
hold out on his fare. Groucho wants 
his box fighter’s record made quite 
clear—in his first 15 fights their 
bargain was knocked out in the first 
round, 





Confucian ‘Cavalcade’ 





Hollywood, May 15, 

Possibilities of production of 
Douglas Fairbanks’ Confucian fea- 
ture depends on the reception the 
idea gets from Joseph M. Schenck, 
Dennis F. O’Brien, Robert Fair- 
banks, Al Lichtman and Clarence 
Erickson. Fairbanks plans the pic- 
ture on an elaborate scale, and will 
have to convince his United Ar- 
tists associates that it will be a 
prof.tabie venture. 

Picture idea is a Chinese ‘Caval- 
cade’ running from the time of Con- 
fucius until the present day. 





W. C. Fields’ Trio for Par 


Hollywood, May i5. 

Paramount is giving W. C. Fields 
a three-picture contract following 
his performance in ‘International 
House.’ 

First assignment will be in ‘Fun- 
ny Face’ then to co-star in ‘Tillie 
and Gus,’ story by Nunnally John- 
son, after which he goes into ‘Alice 
in Wonderland.’ 


N. Y. WEEKENDERS 


Jean Hersholt and Boris Karloff 





left yesterday (Monday) for Holly- | 


wood, after week-ending in New | 
York. Couple got in from Europe | 
on the Bremen Friday (12). 

Hershoit had been visiting his na- | 
tive Sweden for several weeks and | 
goes back to the Metro lot to pick | 


Karlofi made 


upa new term paper. 
B.1L.P. ' 


HOLLYWOOD HAS 
IT GHOGEN FEW 


Players Holding Over from 
Silent Picture Days Are 
Favored at Studios Over 
Those from Legit 


AVERAGE SMALL 





Hollywood, May 15. 

Hollywood has its favored list for 
free-lance players going into pic- 
tures made by the major studios. 
Chosen group represents the- 326 
out of the %,830 registered at the 
call bureau who got eight or more 
parts during the four years and two 
months the bureau has been in ex- 
istence. 

Majority of the group played in 
less than 15 films during that four- 
year period which shows the 
chances of getting on the screen 
even for those actors and actresses 
already here. 

Significant feature of the call bu- 
reau figures is that silent players 
now in pictures seemed to have 
fared better than those brought here 
from the stage. Of the chosen few 
more than 200 of them are seasored 
players from the old silent days. 

Topping the list for appearing in 
the most pictures of Hays’ office 
members, including both features 
and shorts, is Zasu Pitts, who was 
in 43 films during the four-year pe- 
riod. Her teammate, Thelma Todd. 
is second with 39. Other favored 


(Continued on page 29) 


DREISER AGAIN 
BURSTS OUT 
IN WRATH 


Hollywood, May 165, 

Theodore Dreiser is burning up 
again, with the Paramount pub- 
licity department as the object of 
his wrath. Author is peeved at 
the press blurbs sent out in con- 
nection with ‘Jennie Gerhardt’ an- 
nouncing Dreiser has approved the 
picture made from his book. 

In a letter to studio execs, he 
says: ‘Emphatically I reserve the 
right to approve or disapprove of 
the film, after I have had a chance 
to see what has been done with 
the picture.’ 

Denying he had put an okay on 

the script, as broadcast by the 
p.a.’s, Dreiser writes: ‘I have no 
knowledge as to whether the pic- 
ture will or will not correspond 
with my idea of what constitutes 
an accurate, sympathetic film ver- 
sion of the book. I have not seen 
the script. I have had certain con- 
versations on the subject but noth- 
ing definite — certainly nothing 
upon which to rest my judgment 
of the picture.’ 
This latest Dreiser outburst 
brought only yawns from Par execs 
as studio took the precaution be- 
fore buying ‘Gerhardt’ to insure 
legally against the author's hav- 
ing a finger in the film. Studio re- 
membered well the ‘American 
Tragedy’ mix-up. 











Tom Mix’s Personals on 7, 


Hollywood, May 15. 





William Morris office is setting 


| picture house dates for Tom Mix 


and his wife, Mabel Ward, to be 
played on percentage. 

Show will travel by caravan, us- 
ing two trucks for Tony, Jr., his 
new horse, and the paraphernalia 


for the two acts. Mix will do his | June, 

roping and riding and Mrs. Mix, At that time Miss Keeler returns | 
' who's from the circus, will contri- | here to go into Warners’ ‘Footlight 
bute her trapeze work, | Madness,’ June 19. i 





> 





FLOOD STARTS 


Studios All Want School Gal After 
‘Rasputin’ Part 








Hollywood, May 15. 

Hollywood has become Jean Park- 
er-conscious, with Paramount, Col- 
umbia and Radio requesting Metro 
for the Pasadena High School girl's 
services. Youngster has been in pic- 
tures for one year getting a break 
only in ‘Rasputin’, 

Paramount wants her for De 
Mille’s ‘This Day and Age,’ Col has 
a part for her in ‘Madame la 
Guimpe’ and Radio has_ been 
pencilled in on ‘Little Women.’ 

Miss Parker, who is only 17 years 
old, has just graduated from Pasa- 
dena High School. She has been 
with Metro for one year. 


Kaufman, Sherwood 
Bow Out as Eddie 
Cantor’s Scriptists 


“~— 


George S. Kaulman, after com- 
pleting a script with Robert E. 
Sherwood for Eddie Cantor’s next 
picture, declared himself out of that 
field. He said he did not realize the 
amount of time required, that ‘it’s 
not my game’ and that he desired 
to devote himself to the writing of 
plays. Sherwood felt the same way 
about it and is sailing for London 
rather than do further work on the 
picture yarn. 

Kaufmen is rated the leading 
money maker among Broadway's 
playwrights. He not only collab- 
orated in the writing of ‘Once In a 
Lifetime’, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and ‘Din- 
ner at Eight’, but participated in the 
profits. He and Sherwood spent 
eight weeks on the Cantor script, 
which he naively suspected would 
bear no semblance to the work when 
finally produced. 

George Oppenheimer, who wrote 
‘Here Today’, produced on Broad- 
way early in the season, has taken 
the script to the coast and may col- 
laborate with other writers in re- 
writing it. 


Wynn-Metro Now Oke 


Definitely set to make a picture 
for Metro, under a contract calling 
for a singleton with options, rather 
than two as a starter, Ed Wynn will 
leave for the Coast July 5. With 
his picture-making plans appearing 
indefinite up to last week, it was 
decided to do a comedy story with 
music and Arthur Caesar was 
chosen to write it. No one yet named 
t yen the music. 











first story worked out for Wynn it 
vas reported the musical comedy- 


pictures for MG. 

First story was done by Lert Kal- 
mar and Harry Ruby, in association 
with Charles F. Reisner, director, 
who came on for story collabora- 
tion. 


Rogers Starts May 29 


Hollywood, May 15, 

Will Rogers returned from New 
York by plane Saturday (13), and 
goes into ‘The Last Adam’ at Fox 
May 29. Irene Rich will play op- 
posite. Studio looking for another 
handle for the pic. 

Othee returners from N. Y. for 
Fox are Vivienne Osborne and Har- 


‘Death Valley Farnum Resumes 
Agency, but Hollywood's Got Him 


* 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Deciding between New York and 
Los Angeles, to resume his general 
show business booking agency, 
Ralph Farnum has chosen Los An- 
geles. Farnum has taken offices on 
the mezzanine floor of the Roose- 
velt hotel in Hollywood, and will 
operate in the picture field, as well 
as in the eastern theatrical circles, 
from that place. 

Farnum is one of the best first 
booking agents who ever undertook 
to promote stage or screen attrac- 
tions. His wide experience’ of 15 
years in the east as a booker of 
talent for musical comedies, and 
headline attractions for vaudeville, 
was interrupted some years ago 
through Farnum being  erdered 
away for his health. It became a 
matter of whether he should leave 
New York and beat an acute attack 
of sinus, or let the sinus lick him 
in the east. At that time Farnum 
had one of the most thriving agen- 
cies in New York. He gave it all 
up, excepting his star attraction and 
pal, Will Mahoney, with Mahoney, 
under Farhum's direction, rising to 
stardom with Earl Carroll at $4,500 
a week. 

Discharged as Cured 
In regaining his health Farnum 
earned the sobriquet of ‘Death Val- 
ley’ Farnum. It was Death Valley’s 
heat and Dr. S. M. Alter of Los 
Angeles that cured Farnum of the 
sinus after his long siege in the 
west, About three months ago Far- 

(Continued on page 23) 


CALIF. ALL HET UP ON 
LEGAL RACE BETTING 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Though Governor Rolph last week 
defeated legalization of race track 
betting by vetoing measure passed 
in both houses, the legislature over 
week-end voted to submit it to the 
voters at a special election June 27, 
Bill was twice previously defeated 
at such election but with the Gov- 
vernor’s veto of the measure, which 
might have made Southern Cali- 
fornia an outstanding all year 
around resort burning up the popu- 
lace, it is likely it will pass, even 
though the Hearst papers will use 
a doubled-barrelled campaign 
against the measure. 


Nagel’s Legit Plans; 
Has B’way Piece Set 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Conrad Nagel, who left for New 

















York Sunday (14) will probably ap- 
pear as guest star with Camberlain 
When Harry Rapf threw out the Brown Stock company at Atlantic 

City for two weeks early in sum- 
mer. Then will probably present 
radio star might not go through on |°" Broadway ‘The Great Illusion’, 
play by Bernard Schubert and Jay 
Rubin, which Tink Humphreys and 
Lew Cantor will produce. 





Readying Chev’s Next 


Gene Fowler has locked himself 
up at his Fire Island home, New 
York, to work on Maurice Cheva- 
lier’s next, an original, ‘Way to 
Love.’ Star, who was east with 
Norman Taurog, Barney Glazer and 
Fowler, left for the coast Thursday 
(11), Taurog and Glazer following 
on Sunday (14). 

New Chev picture will have music 
to be done by Johnny Green, 








vey Stephens, who go into ‘The 
Devil's in Love.’ 





Jolson, Keele, East 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler hop 
New Yorkwards the end of this week, | 
to remain there until the middle of | 





“V ariety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 








summer address. : 
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Film Leaders Meeting with 
Administration Reps Regarding 


Fed! Conservator for Pictures 


Washington, May 15. 
Representative Patman, Demo- 
crat, Texas, today (Monday) in- 
troduced a bill in the House call- 


ing for the Dept. of Justice to in- 
vestigate film financing. 

Patman will push the bill as an 
alternative of the Sirovich resolu- 
tion. 





A Federal conservator for the 
motion picture industry is now re- 
garded as not an impossibility. 

Washington’s idea on the indus- 
try, especially in relation to the in- 
vesting public, is that films may 
require governmental intervention, 
akin to the condition of a bank, 
because of the public welfare in- 
volved, 

Star chamber pow-wows  be- 
tween the industry’s top leaders 
and present administration repre- 
sentatives over the weekend in 
New York, are cueing the situa- 
tion along these lines. The ses- 
sions are being continued. 

Par’s acute condition is said to 
be a predominating influence in the 
Federal conservator idea. Par, in 
the public mind, it is contended, is 
still regarded as the keystone of 
the motion picture industry. Should 
its assets be forced on the public 
block, the Democratic mentors on 
national economic matters are of 
the opinion it would react too 
vigorously against the industry at 
large. 

Film officials are reported of like 
opinion. As a result a unique 
situation is presenting itself where 
an entire industry may mobilize 
for the special benefit of one of its 
own single enterprises. 

By. the time Repzesentative Pat- 
man’s resolution is referred to a 
committee and comes up for House 
consideration, picture contact men 
in New York late yesterday (Mon- 
day) were certain that Congress will 
be in its 1934 session. 

The Patman» measure follows 
within a few days the defeat of the 
Sirovich probe. Latter resolution 
polled a house vote of 227 against 
115 in favor, and six who did not 
ballot. 


Par, N. Y., Shaves Nut 
To $25,000; Stage Shows 
To Average $5,000 Wk. 


The nut on the Paramount, N. Y., 
has been brought down to between 
$25,000 and $27,000, with the stage 
show averaging $5,000 as against as 
high as $15,000 and more in the not 
distant ‘past. Film rental remains 
a question of percentage of the 
gross receipts, with take for Par’s 
distribution end comparatively 
slight of recent weeks. 

Reports that the distribution de- 
partment was reducing rental in or- 
der to insure continuance of the 








Paramount in its present de luxe 


policy, as prestige for Par product, 
remain unverified. 


Of recent weeks the N. Y. Par 


has been losing money, with dif- 


ficulties encountered in paying off 
at the end of each week all its obli- 
In some cases notes have 
In shaving the over- 
eliminations and 
stage show economies have lowered 


gations. 
becn given. 
head, personnel 


costs. 





MG’s Bible Yen 


Hollywood, May 15. 





David O. Selznick will produce a 
Metro with 
Clarke Gable and Robert Montgom- 


biblical picture for 
ery in cast. 
Studio purchased 


by Michael Kornoff, which is a 
yarn of the two thieves who were 
crucified with Christ. 


Mack’s 3-in-1 Deal 


Hollywood, May 15. 


Willard Mack returned this week 
directing 


to Metre with a writing, 


and acting contract. 

First assignment is to work on 
the standing studio script of ‘March 
of Time.’ 


» 





Doran, Fox Story Ed, on 


Commuting Schedule 
Hollywood, May 15. 
D. A. Doran, Fox eastern story 
editor now on the Coast, will here- 
after divide his time between the 
studio and the home office. His in- 
tention is to come here at least 
every three months for a several 
weeks’ stay for story conferences 
with exees and to keep in touch 
with story requirements. 


Present visit is to sit in on con- 
ferences with John D. Clark, gen- 
eral’ sales manager and_ studio 
heads on stories for the new year's 
program. 


Indies Puzzled 
By Uncertainty 
Of Double Bills 








‘Two Thieves,’ 





Hollywood, May 15. 

Small independent producers here 
have been unable to decide on cost 
of their future’ pictures because of 
uncertainty on status of double 
bills. Should single billing stick, 
indies want to boost the budgets 
so their films can hold up as single 
attractions. But, if exhibs return to 
double bills, the indies will continue 
making low cost product to fit the 
dual programs, 

George Weeks’ Mayfair company, 
after settling on a higher cost for 
the remaining five pix on the pro- 
gram, are changing again, and will 
make the quintet at the former av- 
erage cost of $12,500. Weeks had 
been intending to boost his nega- 
tive cost to $20,000. 

Premier was also ready to in- 
crease budgets to $50,000 on five re- 
maining pictures, but now has de- 
cided to complete the program at 
present budgets and change to a 
higher neg cost later if the situ- 
ation warrants. 

Indies are also up in the air on 
the extent of single billing, having 
no figures to go by. About half of 
the producers formerly making 
cheap pictures have changed in 
keeping with double bill elimina- 
tion, while remainder will still turn 
out the cheap ones. 

Phil Goldstone, Nat Levine, KBS 
and Monogram have gone up. Fan- 
chon Royer, Invincible-Chesterfield, 
Eagle Productions, Kenneth Gold- 
smith and other smaller indies are 
still undecided. 


Special ‘Gabe’ for Eng. 


‘Gabriel Over the White House’ 
has been made into 2 special Eng- 
lish version for the British market. 

Metro aad several scenes reshot 
to do away with the war debt thing 
and has changed several other se- 
quences which it was feared the 
Britishers might resent. 











All Got Hot for Bonfils 
Story, So Par Closed Deal 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Paramount finally closed for ‘The 
Great I Am,’ story by Lew Gold- 
berg, around the life of F. S. Bon- 
fils, Denver publisher, when Metro 
became interested in story for John 
Barrymore, Radio for Richard Dix, 

and Warners for William Powell. 





Swapping Femme Leads 


Holiywood, May 15. 

Universal is making an east-west 
trade on leading women, sending 
Mary Brian to New York for ‘Shoot 
the Works’ and receiving Margaret 
Sullavan from there for ‘Only Yes- 
terday.’ 

Miss Brian, who left May 13, stops 
over in FE] Paso to pick up her 
mother. Miss Sullavan arrived yes- 





terday (14) by plane. 


Now the 1506 Episoder 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Phil Goldstone is readying the 
first of a series of super-serials, 
with each to cost $150,000. In ad- 
dition he is preparing to make 
novelty shots. Return of sinble bills 





is responsible for Goldstone’s in- 
terest in shorts. 
Producer figures that he can 


make the type of seria] that will 
be used in de luxe houses, giving 
them historical subjects and seg- 
ments that are complete enough in 
themselves to take away the ‘con- 
tinued next week’ stigma. 


OLD ROXY WINS 
USE OF NAME 
ON APPEAL 


By a 2-1 decision, the old Roxy 
emerged the victor in an appeal ac- 
tion’ before the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, which reversed the de- 
cision of the lower District Court, 
and confirmed the exclusive right 
of the old Roxy to use the name. 
The RKO Roxy in Radio City is 
respondent. Decision was handed 
down in New York Monday (15), 
Justices Manton and Swan holding 
to the prevailing opinion and Jus- 
tice Hand dissenting. ‘ 

The decision in favor of the old 

Roxy looks to complex the Radio 
City theatre operation, and last ac- 
counts had the RKO people unde- 
cided whether to appeal the matter 
higher, if the question can be ap- 
pealed, or to start out immediately 
to change the name of the RKO 
Roxy. An appeal, if granted, or can 
be taken, would have to go before 
the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Counsel for the old Roxy is now 
preparing an_ injunctive order 
against RKO, for the court’s ap- 
proval, which would compel the 
RKO people to remove the ‘Roxy’ 
part from the RKO Roxy. The de- 
cision does not apply to Roxy (S. L. 
Rothafel) personally nor to the 
RKO people in using Roxy’s name 
in a personal way in advertising or 
signs; RKO, under the decision, 
cannot use ‘Roxy’ as the name of a 
theatre, 

Six Months’ Court Battle 
The action of the Circuit Court 
reversed the decision of Judge 
Francis Caffey in the Federal Dis- 
trict, who previously had upheld the 
findings of Special Master Patter- 
son Pratt that the ‘Roxy’ name be- 
longed to RKO. The fight over the 
name has been on for around six 
months and arguments were only 
heard on the appeal around five 
weeks ago. 

For the old Roxy, it’s no slight 
victory as it gives the old cathe- 
draw a financial break. The tre- 
mendous outlay of money that 
would have been required to ac- 
quaint the public with a change of 
name is something the old Roxy 
might not have been able to afford 
‘right now. Additionally for the 
old Roxy, the decision serves to end 
public confusion as to the identity 
of the house. 

Last week, the old Roxy cele- 
brated its sixth anniversary. ‘ 


H’WOOD IS NOW KINDLY 
DISPOSED TO CHI FAIR 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Hollywood, at first chilled on the 
Chicago World’s Fair, what with 
its own money troubles, is now 
leaning kindly toward the project 
as a boxoffice stimulant, with three 
studios planning to send units there 
for background shots. Latest is 
Melville Brown, who left Sunday 
(14), to make a two-reeler for 
Paramount in cooperation with the 
Chicago ‘Tribune’ beauty contest. 
The paper’s 51 femmes picked in 
national contest, will be used with 
a professional cast. 

Columbia is sending a unit to the 
pageant for ‘World’s Fair’ and Uni- 
versal is planning a Murray-Sidney 
‘Cohens and Kellys at the World's 
Fair.’ 

















Mae West’s $6,000 Wk. 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Warfield, San Francisco, has of- 
fered $6,000 for one week to Mae 
West. 
Not closed yet. 








Double Bills at 40c 
Set Scale for Town 


San Francisco, May 15. 

Fox-West Coast has put its Grand 
Lake, Oakland, into dual films at 40 
cents top, taking a tip from success 
of the same policy at the local St. 
Francis. 

Forty cents is top admish for en- 
tire city of Oakland with no house 
in town seemingly able to pull more 
than four dimes at the gate. No 
vaude or presentations in the burg. 

Independent exchanges are mak- 
ing a concerted drive to reinaugu- 
rate double feature programs in 
Southern California. They are using 
the argument to theatre men that 
they book extra features such as 
special preview pictures and in that 
way get away with the agreement. 

Members of the Independent As- 
sociation turned thumbs down on 
the idea, also Fox West Coast, but 
one or two outlying houses tried the 
stunt over the week-end. 


Goldstone Shuts 
Purse to Indies: 


Risk Too Great 


—_— 





Hollywood, May 15. 

Phil Goldstone, long the financial 
angel for independent producers, is 
washing his hands of all produc- 
tion bankrolling for cheap pictures. 

The poobah of the indies has been 
withdrawing during the past year 
from all such ventures and has only 
the John R: Freuler tangle to settle 
before he will be entirely out of in- 
dependent financing, apart from his 
own company, Majestic. Three pic- 
tures made for Freuler by Burton 
King and Ralph Like were not lifted 
by the Empire laboratory in the 
east, as per contract, and Goldstone 
hopes to regain his money from this 
deal shortly. 

Too many headaches for the small 
chance of profit involved is Gold- 
stone’s reason for snubbing the 
cheapies. In the past he has had 
difficulties with nearly every such 
outfit he financed, and although 
getting his own money out of the 
negative, it required plenty of legal 
work. Double billings end has made 
these low cost negatives too uncer- 
tain, according to Goldstone, to so 
invest his money. 

The producer will still angel films 
costing around $75,000 and suitable 
for single billing. He will also con- 
tinue as backer for other ventures 
in real estate, films or elsewhere, 
that look okay to the pocketbook. 


UA May Distrib ‘Jones’ 


Krimsky & Cochran are about 
set on a_ distribution deal with 
United Artists for ‘Emperor Jones.’ 
K&R begin shooting on their pic- 
ture next week with Paul Robeson 
and Dudley Digges heading the 
cast. After some interiors are 
made in New York and some ex- 
teriors in the South of France, 
company goes to Haiti for the jun- 
gle scenes. 








Distribution deal is being held 
up because of a difference in 
terms. 





BIP Nips Eilers 


London, May 15. 

Sally Hilers is the latest American 
to be grabbed for picture making by 
British International. 

Miss Bilers sailed on a vacation 
trip on the same boat when Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon came over for 
a picture. When she landed B. I. 
talked to her pronto and a signature 
followed, 





Frances Fuller 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Frances Fuller, from legit, wife 
of Worthington Minor, legit pro- 
ducer, goes into her first film part 
opposite Gary Cooper in Para- 

mount’s ‘One Sunday Afternoon.’ 
She was in the Broadway pro- 
ductions of ‘Animal Kingdom’ and 





‘I Loved You Wednesday.’ 


+ 


Film Censorship Deprecated 
In Calif. Parent-Teacher Talk 


Hollywood, May 15, 
Voicing the sentiment of 3,500 
delegates in attendance at the 


Forum of the California Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, at Long 
Beach, Calif., last week, that the 
organization is opposed to censor« 
ship because it destroys freedom 
of self-expression, Mrs. Leo B, 
Hedges, state chairman of the mo- 
tion picture division, the 


keynote of what the industry re- 
gards as the most constructive step 
so far taken on behalf of the 
screen. 

She maintained that the only ef- 
fective means of achieving im- 
proved pictures is the organization 
of public support for the best ate 
tractions, 

‘The motion picture is here to 
stay,’ said Mrs. Hedges. ‘Nothing 
is more futile than to attempt its 
improvement by harassment. It is 
foolish to ignore the educational 
effect of the motion picture be- 
cause, whether you like it or not}; 
whether we approve it or not, mil- 
lions of children are attending the 
pictures, and are having their lives 
colored by what they see. They 
go to satisfy that natural love of 
drama which is, just as the love of 
music, common to humanity. The 
emotional response to drama is 
limited to no age nor class. It bee 
gins in the earliest childhood and 
is an integral part of the lives of 
the most primitive of people, as 
well as the intellectuals.’ 


No Substitute 


Continuing her ‘feasible solution 
of the motion picture problems,’ 
Mrs. Hedges said: 

‘Obviously there is no substitute 
for drama and the motion picture 
because of its inexpensiveness and 
accessibility satisfies a human 
need. It is futile to attempt to 
coerce the powerful film industry, 
the fourth largest industry in the 
nation, as it is manufacturing a 
product which people are going to 


(Continued on page 55) 


Academy Gains 
Membership Slowly 
Despite Bars Down 


sounded 








Hollywood, May 15. 


Despite the tendency of thé 
Academy to strengthen through 
simplified membership require- 


ments, it has added only 82 to its 
roster in the last five months, 

Present membership is 958 in 
the Academy’s five branches, as 
against 876 last December, when 
an increase of 159 members had 
been shown during the previous 
five-month period. 

Present branch membership is 
divided approximately as follows: 

Stars and featured players, 200; 
freelance and supporting players, 
100; directors, 106; production 
executives, 140; screen writers, 
120; assistant directors, 55; art 
directors, 40; sound technicians, 
80; cameramen and _ technicians, 
50; film editors, 15; equipment and 
theatre technical execs; 30, and 
special members, 25, 

Newest members among the ace 
tors include Constance Bennett, 
Marion Davies, Charles’ Farrell, 
Katharine Hepburn, Leslie How- 
ard, Elissa Landi, Eric Linden, 
Jack Oakio, Diana Wynyard, Nils 
Asther, Lionel Atwill, Louis Cal- 
hern, Mae Clarke, Frank Conroy, 
Laura Hope Crews, Dudley Dig- 
ges, Mary Duncan, Charles ‘Buck’ 
Jones, Arline Judge, Kenneth Mac- 


Kenna, Frank McHugh, Grant 
Mitchell, Frank Morgan, Eugene 
Pallette, rregory Ratoff, Peggy 
Shannon, C. Aubrey Emith, Alice 


White and Roland Young. 





Fiske O’Hara’s Pic 


Hollywood, May 15 
Fiske O'Hara, who has been heré 


for several months, gets his first 
Hollywood film break in Fox's 
‘Paddy the Next Best Thing.’ 
J. M. Kerrigan also in the cast. 
John Fogarty, the radio tenor, 


may go to Hollywood for Fox. Deai 
calls for him appearirg in ‘Paddy, 
the Next Best Thing,’ with, Janet 





Gaynor and Warner Baxter. 
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OUTLOOK ON MERGERS 





Si Fabian or Banker Watts for 34 
- Par Trustee: Walker, Nathanson, 
Pros and Cons: Otterson Aspects 


——_-—— 4 


Every day brings new possibilities 
for the third trustee of Paramount, 


to serve with Charles D. Hilles and 
Eugene Leake, since Louis J. Horo- 
witz, resigned. Almost every credi- 
tor has his own candidate. 

Altogether, the Par situation is 
more complexed than ever with 
most of the bigger creditors sort 
of resigned to let matters take their 
course, seemingly discouraged or 
disgusted in their efforts to impel 
a showman choice for the spots. 

Chief entrants for the post, ac- 
cording to the latest nominating in- 
formation are Ridley Watts, mer- 
chant-banker, and Si Fabian. Bank- 
er interests are behind Watts, who 
is a stranger to show business. His 
work has been mostly in banking, 
insurance and cotton. He is listed 
as a director of Chemical Bank and 
the New York Life Insurance Co. 

Fabian is being pushed for the 
post by William Greaves, head of 
the Prudence Co. Certain down- 
town bankers do not consider Fa- 
bian the man for the job. but 
Greaves’ influence is considered 
strong enough almost to put Fabian 
over. Previously Greaves, himself, 
had been mentioned as a likely suc- 
cessor to Horowitz. 

Creditors’ reps were to meet to- 
day (Tuesday), or tomorrow, to iron 
things out and agree on a trustee 
choice, who would be proffered for 
election formally before the general 
body of creditors at their meeting 
Friday (19). 

Horowitz Bows Out 

In the meantime, it has been as- 
certained that Harowitz, head of 
Thompson-Starrett, builders, and a 
director of Prudence, who resigned 
as trustee, is not to be considered 
for any management post, as was 
originally proposed by certain in- 
terests close to Horowitz. With the 
shift of the Horowitz's intentions 
comes the news also that an effort 
has been ravived to impel Frank 
Walker to come as the general man- 
ager of Par, next in charge to 
Adolph Zukor. This was up before 
and sidestepped several times and 
is now up again. 

Inside talk on the trusteeship and 
the Walker connection would have 
Prudence allied with J. E. Otterson 
of ERPI for a deal that would send 
Paramount's Astoria plant, repre- 
senting something like a $5,000,000 
investment for the company, to 
ERPI, if and when Par bankruptcy 
matters can be finally ironed out. 
Nothing’s official on it, as all these 
moves are being maneuvered under 
cover. 

Nobody seems to know or willing 
to talk about the Frank Walker 
thing, and it seems that the subject 
has become rather a delicate one to 
discuss. Intimations are that Walk- 
er is reluctant to take any job at 
Par, owing to his connection with 
the Comerford theatre circuit, for- 
merly operated by Par. Also, latest 
accounts would have the present 
Washington administration as hav- 
ing intimated to Walker that his go- 
ing into Par, under existing spon- 
sorship and existing situations, not 
to the head man’s liking. But this 
is only whispered about and no of- 
ficial word has come from Walker 
directly whether or not he will ac- 
cept. 

The Walker connections are linked 
not only with Will Hays, but Otter- 
son of ERPI, besides certain bank- 
ers. However, there seems to be op- 
position to Walker as general man- 
ager, or as the operator of Tar’s the- 
atres. 

So far as N. L. Nathanson goes, 
he may still get the operating job 


on Par’s Canadian holdings, but 
that’s all. The Nathanson palaver 
has cooled considerably, as much 


opposition has sprung up against his 
taking hold of anything bigger, and 
there is even some opposition to his 
getting the Canadian job. Nathan- 
son’s free discussion of his hopes 
and plans with friends and neigh- 
bors in other companies are said to 
have had the effect of raising much 
eriticis 
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Rogers Returns West 


For Season’s Final Pic 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Returning from New York last 


night (14), Charles R. Rogers re- 
called his production staff and 
starts filming June 1 on the final 
picture in his present series of 


eight for Paramount. 

Trio of stories from which one 
will be picked, are ‘Bottom of the 
Sea,’ ‘She Made Her Bed’ and 
‘Golden Harvest.’ Writers are now 
preparing scripts on all three, with 
the two not selected going over on 
Rogers’ next year’s program. 


PAR'S FURTHER 
HOCKING OF 
FILMS OUT 





There is no intention on the. part 
of the Paramount trustees or Kuhn, 
Loeb or other banking houses to 
set up a new financing deal with 
Par through the Film Productions 
subsidiary with film negatives as 
security. According to attorneys 
for the trustees, such a plan has 
never Seen discussed, adding that 
it would be an unlikely means of 
providing new financing if that was 
to be done. 

There has been so much criticism 
over the pledging of 23 negatives 
under last April's loan, along with 
annoying and costly court actions, 
that another such deal is improb- 
able. 

Meanwhile, with P-P in bank- 
ruptcy, question has arisen whether 
the 12 banks on the $13,000,000 loan 
of last April would have preferred 
creditor advantages on liquidation 
of the company. Despite the nature 
of the deal, banks’ preferences may 
not eventuate. One of the various 
claims by opposition to the nega- 
tive-secured financing deal is that 
Paramount's action in pledging this 
property violates indenture of 
bonds. The $13,000,000 borrowed a 
year ago is listed as one of the Par 
liabilities in its bankruptcy schedule. 


FILMS AFTER A 20%, CUT 
FROM STUDIO CRAFTS 


Film companies have asked for 
a 20% reduction on _ studio labor 
costs, with the unions now consid- 


ering the request on the new con- 
tract due in September. 

It was made at the opening ses- 
sion of the annual labor confabs 
between the companies and the 
unions, presided over by Pat Casey 
last week. Another session was to 
have been held yesterday with in- 
dications they will drag along in 
negotiation for several weeks before 
any basis is finally decided upon. 

Besides Casey, among those pres- 
ent at the opening session were 
S. R. Kent and Harry M. Warner, 
and for the unions, William Elliott 
and Joe Weber. 








Doane’s 26 for U 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Warren Doane, in charge of short 
production at Universal, had his 
option taken up and will make 26 
two-reelers for the new season, as 
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THEY'RE DOPIN' 
EM ALREADY 


Pres. Roosevelt’s Advocated 
Waiver of Anti-Trust 
Laws May Revive Merger 
Possibilities — 8 Major 
Companies Apt to Become 
4 During ’33-’34 


ENCOURAGE INDIES 





With the admission that only the 
law has been the non-circumventive 
obstruction to major company 
unions, industry observers, _inti- 
mately acquainted with the general 
Washington and celluloid political 
picture, see in Roosevelt’s anti-trust 
waiver the means for company 
mergers which may have been con- 
sidered during the past three years. 

Indications are that as soon as 
Washington okays it, consolidations 
will almost immediately get under 
way. If all of the deals negotiated 
during the depression, many of 
which eve. got as far as direct ap- 
peal to Washington, are revived, the 
dopesters see not over four major 
companies in the place of the pres- 
ent eight before the end of the 
1933-34 season. 

With any narrowing down of ma- 
jor companies, a general concentra- 
tion of control is denied. They are 
prepared to tell the government that 
any mergers are only for strictly 
economical reasons, and that in 
more ways than one it would open 
the field for independent producers. 

In order to realize any consolida- 


Mannix, Selznick, 
Rule at Metro as 
Mayer Vacations 





Hollywood, May 15, 


Louis B. Mayer, en route to Hono- 
lulu, said studio production activi- 
ties are centered between Eddie 
Mannix, general manager, and David 
Selznick. 

All producers, including Harry 
Rapf, Hunt Stromberg, Walter 
Wanger, Larry Weingarten and Al 
Lewin work directly under, and in 
conjunction, with Mannix. 

Selznick, besides his own produc- 
tion duties, has supervision over 
John W. Considine, Jr., Lucien 
Hubbard, Frank Davis and Lou 
FE. elman. 

Mayer will be gone until May 
27. At that time he is expected 
to return to meet Irving Thalberg, 
coming from Europe, and Nicholas 
M. Schenck, who will accompany 
the latter to the coast. 

It is likely that a number of the 
producers who are under the Man- 
nix supervision will probably be 
taken over by Thalberg at that 
time, as the amount of personal 
production he will make is to be 
limited. 

Understood no new pictures go 


into production at Metro until 
after the return of Mayer from 
Honolulu May 27. ‘Another Lan- 
guage,’ with Helen Hayes, and 


‘Christina,’ with Garbo scheduled to 
go into production this week, with 
absence of Mayer and illness of 
Walter Wanger, will be held up. 

touben Mamoulian may be bor- 
rowed from Paramount to direct 
Garbo, 





Kaufman on Vacash 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Al Kaufman left Saturday (13) 
for a month's vacation in New York. 
His assistant, Mel Shauer, is sit- 
ting in during his chief's absence 


against 20 for the current program. | from the Par lot. 








How Pres. Roosevelt's ‘Industry 


Mobilization’ Platform Affects 


Pix; Industry 
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Saal East Concluding 
12-Pic KBS-Radio Deal 


Hollywood, May 15. 
William Saal New 
York, having left ~ here plane 


Thursday (11) to conclude negotia- 
tions for a 12-picture deal on be- 
half of Kelly-Bischoff—Saal to pro- 
duce and release through Radio. 

Matter will be handled by Ned 
Depinet to iron out distribution 
problems before papers are signed. 
If deal is okayed, KBS will vacate 
the Tiffany studio and make the 
pictures on the Pathe lot at Culver 
City. 


CAREY HINTED 
AS BANKERS’ 
CZAR 


Hollywood, May 15. 
F. Carey, president and 
general manager of Madison 
Square Garden, was here for a 
number of days, more or less under 
cover, but making a lot of inquiries 
regarding the inner workings of 
the production end of the picture 
industry. He will return here July 
1 for six months, 

There’s considerable inside talk 
here that Carey is to be the ‘bank- 
ers’ czar,’ which post was reported 
offered to Pat Casey several weeks 
ago. 

Because of his friendship in the 
financial field and his past show- 
manship and engineering experi- 
ences, Carey is deemed likely pros- 
pect for the job of investigating 
where the dollars go in production. 

He is known to have spent many 
hours during the past week delving 
into features of the business that 
ordinarily wouldn’t interest’ the 
casual visitor to the picture col- 
ony. 


24 INTO WORK AT PAR 
IN 6 WEEKS, CAPACITY 


Par is planning to push its studio 
into a capacity grind, within the 
next six weeks. At expiration of that 
period or shortly after, it may mean 
a shutdown for a part of the sum- 
mer. 

Together with the pictures now in 
production or editing and the large 
total of 14 set to reach cameras in 
six weeks, the studio schedules 24 
pictures over that period. This is 
half of the average major program 
and almost half of Par’s yearly av- 
erage of 60. 

There is enough capital on hand, 
out of film rental, to cover the new 
large group of 14 slated to start in 
the next six weeks. Four films are 
now in production and six in the 
editing rooms. 

Majority of the 14 to hit the sound 
stages are new season's pictures. 


Waernerites’ Coast O.O. 


Major Albert Warner, his two di- 


is now in 
by 








William 











vision sales managers, Grad Sears 
and Andy Smith, and S. Charles 
Einfeld leave today (Tuesday) for 
the Coast. 

They are going out to discuss 
new season’s production and look 
around. Back in two weeks 





SCHLAIFER HIES EAST 


Hollywood, May 15. 


L. J. Schlaifer left here for New 
York May 11. 
He was here discussing Uni- 


with 


versal’s new 
Laemmle 


program 
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Plans Accordingly 


Film representatives contacting 
Washington find that every phase 
of Roosevelt's industry mobiliza- 


And 
planning 


tion platform affects pictures. 
the film business is 
accordingly. 

Two of the planks have been an- 


now 


nounced, one which is already 
feared in parts of filmdom. Prob- 
ably not until the congressional 
term of January, 1934, will the 


third movement be presented, Pic- 
ture men hold this will hook up 
indirectly with the first two, re- 


quiring all companies, engaged in 
interstate commerce, to file cer- 
tificates of incorporation in Wash- 


ington. In other words every film 
company, since all are dependent 
upon interstate trade, would be 


brought under the immediate eye 
of the Federal government, 

The first plank, which is covered 
in detail in a separate story in this 
issue, has to do with waiving of 
anti-trust laws so that industry as 
a whole may get its house in order 
for the new era, 

The second is designed to pro- 
tect the stockholder. According to 
the picture version it requires com- 
panies to file accurate information 
with the government concerning 
their financial status at the time 


before they can engage in new 
flotations. 
A. B. O. Aid 
Provisions in the general plat- 


form designed to limit the wetk- 
ing day, and set up a minimum 
wage scale, are held not directly 
to pertain to pictures except 
through the box office. 

Regarding thousands of extras, 
many of whom make only a few 
dollars a week and others who go 
for weeks without a dollar, picture 
men declare that this phase is just 
incidental to the business; the ex- 
tra is a ‘casual employee’ and not 
on the staff of any company. 

The box office gross is bound to 


swell under the minimum wage 
scale, many other industries, by 
conforming to it, placing thou- 


sands in a position to return to the 
theatre. This is one of the reasons 
why picture men broadly acquaint- 
ed with the b.o. inside are cer~ 


tain the improvement in_ ticket 
buying, starting after the mora- 
torium, will steadily but slowly 


mount during the summer. 

Concerning its own house clean- 
ing the tendency of the industry is 
to steer shy of the great round 
table for the exhibitor masses, The 
5-5-5 and the 2-2-2, and all the 
years that were spent setting up 
and knocking down card houses of 
uniformity, have sold wiser leaders 
against the forum idea, even 
though, under the anti-trust 
waiver, it could be assembled with- 
out fear of Federal intervention or 
court precedent. 

Solve Local Problems Locally 

‘Do things by cities,’ is the pic- 
ture proverb under Roosevelt. In 
this way exhibs and distribs in one 
key center can get together and 
consider local problems which 
never could be understood at 4@ 
table of representatives in New 
York. After the city conference if 
the majority favors a return of 
zoning, arbitration, etc., then for- 
ward the findings and get them 
definitely on the new era record. 


If the majority in a city is op- 
posed and cannot agree then, say 
the film sages, let the distributor 


exercise his right as a seller and 
do business under his own terms. 


On a city to city basis major 
company representatives feel that 
matters will not be as difficult ag 
they now would seem. They point 
to the Cleveland indie-circuit dis- 
entanglement, not so long ago one 
of the worst box office situations in 
the country, as an example of what 
can be done when the industry 
takes its troubles off the national 
standard 
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Ragsed Stock Prices Interpreted 
As Signal of Rounding Off Top: 


Minor Declines in Amusements 


By AL GREASON 
The new week in the stock mar- 
ket opened with hesitancy yesterday 
(Monday). Starting prices were 
sharply off and so were the com- 
modities. Noon brought a fair up- 
turn, but the final half hour left the 


general level rather lower than Sat- 
urday’s. Bulls got what comfort 
they could from the fact that vol- 
ume declined with the easing off 
of quotations. 

At any rate the enthusiasm of 
last week was greatly cooled as 
many market observers found rea- 
son for the view that the ragged 
appearance of the picture signalled 
the rounding off of at least a tem- 
porary top. 

There was eautious profit taking 
in those issues that led last week’s 
spurt, notably dealings in the senior 
shares. Feeling was general that 
the market has gone too far ahead 
of business improvement and com- 
modity prices and the tape needs a 
rest after the fast climb ‘since 
March 15. 

Amusement shares did little, but 
were generally inclined to _ drif: 


lower. There’ was no definite re- 
treat, but rather. an inclination to 
cinch paper profits. Loew's was 


just below 18 at one time, but closed 


+ 
+ a 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
200 Col. Pic... 12% 12% 12%— 
400 Cons. F. I. 3% 3% 3%— *% 
1.5500 Do pf... 10% 10% 10%4 % 
3,900 East. K... 71% 70 704%— & 
3.BeO WOR cosce 3% 3% 3%— % 
100 Keith pf.. 20 20 20 —3 
2,200 Loew's ... 18% 17% 18%— % 
100 Do pf... 57 57 57 —1 
200 MGM, pf.. 19 19 19 
300 Par-P cfs. % Se %+% 
400 Pathe ar % “%+% 
1,700 Do A 3% 3 3%+ % 
27.600 RCA ..... ™ 6% 
1,500 RKO ..... 2% 256 2% 
8,700 W. B..... 3% 3% 3% 
200 Do pf..... 8% 8} 82 — 
BONDS 
$2,000 Keith 40% 40% 40%+ % 
3,000 Loew 73% 73 73 —%* 
9,000 Par-F .... 9 8 8% 
6,000 Par-P .... 10% 10 10 —¥% 
2,000 RKO ..... 19 19 19 
28,000 W. B..... 28% 27% 28 + % 
CURB 
6.500 Tech. .... 8% 7 T7%— % 
700 Trans-L... 2% 2% 2% 

















FATE OF BKLYN. PAR 
CONTINUES IN DOUBT 


With plenty of bids reported but 
no deals, the fate of the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, dropped by Pub- 
lix, is very doubtful. Prudence 








substantially unchanged at 18%. 
The preferred was off a full point 
at 57. Technicolor had to take sell- 
ing after last week’s flight. 

Bonds did better than stocks, 
holding near last week’s best and 
in several important instances mak- 
ing new tops for the movement and 
year. 

Banking on Trade 

Inflation as a reason for a rising 
market sank into the background 
last week. In its place bullish 
speculators \pointed to certain sub- 
stantial signs of business revival as 
the prop to the higher price struc- 
ture in both commodities and 
stocks. Practically all the staples 
touched new tops for the year and 
in many cases for two years, while 
the familiar industrial average 
pushed through the peak of the up- 
turn that climaxed last September. 
Conclusive penetration of this level 
was not confirmed by the rails, how- 
ever, and brokerage advice was to 
look for the next market stimulant 
to come from a movement in the 
earriers. 

The amusements at length got 
into the upswing during the week. 
Participation was in a mild degree, 
but definite, with Loew approaching 
20 at its best and a striking dem- 
onstration of buoyancy in Fox to- 
gether with quite a group of the 
minor theatre issues, such as Co- 

(Continued on page 29) 


JOHN BALABAN’S PARD 
DEAL WITH P-P IN DET. 


John Balaban is trying to negoti- 
ate a partnership with Paramount 
Publix over the Detroit houses set 
up in the Michigan Theatres Corp. 
qPublix-Kunsky). Under super- 
vision of New York, Balaban for 
years has been directing operation 
of the Detroit houses along with 
Balaban & Katz, Chicago. B. & K. 
would continue to function as it is 
but in event of a deal by Balaban 
would probably be headed on oper- 
ating control by Barney Balaban, 
who is not involved with John on 
the proposed Detroit partnership. 

Barney Balaban’s contract is with 
B. & K. as an operator, while John’s 
is with Paramount Publix and now 
worthless, so-called, through bank- 
ruptcy. Report that both contracts 
were being settled through financial 
interest in theatres is erroneous. 
Virtually all Publix partnerships 
are ‘paper deals.’ 

Publix’s Detroit houses number 
17. Group is a subsidiary of B. & 
K., in turn owned 96% by Para- 
mount Publix. 











Doc Lee M.D’ing a Pic 


Old Doc Joe Lee signed on to 
aid and give moral support to ‘For- 
gotten Men,’ which started at the 
Rialto, N. Y., on Friday. 


Pie is another of those war 
dramas ‘showing the 14 warring 
nations’ and is under the sponsor- 
ing of a group of men all of whom 
earned decorations from their va- 
rious governments. 


Bond Co., its landlord, will not turn 
it over to anyone unless there is 
reasonable assurance parties with 
whom deal would be made are in 
a position to live up to lease writ- 
ten. Prudence is said to be de- 
manding not less than $100,000 be- 
fore letting house go. Bond com- 
pany doesn’t want any fly-by-night 
try. 

Nearly everyone has considered 
the Par, Brooklyn, including Milt 
Feld, who also would like to make 
a deal for the N. Y. Par and a 
week ago was reported within 60 
days of control of both. While a 
deal might be made for Brooklyn, 
if to satisfaction of Prudence, the 
Paramount Publix company will 
not relinquish the New York house 
under any circumstances, it is 
promised. 

A product problem further 
shrouds the Brooklyn Par in doubt 
and drives off interest that may 
have existed a few weeks ago. 
Paramount pictures would defi- 
nitely not be available due to an 
old long-term franchise with 
Loew’s. Under this franchise, 
written six years ago, it was un- 
derstood that Par product would 
go to Loew’s on first run in Brook- 
lyn unless Paramount itself had a 
house in the borough for first run 
purposes, at that time in mind by 
Par. 

Now that Par does not have a 
house in Brooklyn through walkout 
by Publix, Loew’s has first choice 
on its half of the Par program. The 
other half, under a franchise to 
RKO and also of long standing, is 
automatically available to that cir- 
cuit. Both the Loew and RKO 
franchises, calling for a split of 
the product, have four years to go. 
With these franchises in exist- 
ence, one-half of the Par product 
henceforth gets first run at the Al- 
bee (RKO), the other half at the 
Met (Loew’s), all other RKO and 
Loew houses being second run as 
they’ve been right along with Par 
pictures. Because of the change 
in first run situation, new rental 
terms were figured out for the Met 
and Albee with the two circuits. 





PITT NEWSREEL TIE-IN 
Pittsburgh ‘Press,’ KDKA, Stan- 
ley theatre and Pathe News are 
working out an arrangement for a 
newsreel similar to Hearst-Metro- 
tone-‘Sun-Tele’-WCAE set-up here. 
Plans are to have the Pathe sound 
truck come to town at intervals and 
pick up shots synchronized with 

Newsreeler Cy King’s comments. 





TENN. SUNDAY FILMS DELAY 
Memphis, May 15. 

The Legislature passed the Sun- 
day film bill, but the Governor has 
not signed it as yet. Because the 
local managers refused to pay 20% 
{tax that the bill required, formai 
signaturing is being 





| gubernatorial 
delayed. 


Tuff Break for P.A.’s 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Fan photos of American screen 
players are not going to be so lav- 
ishly scattered in the British Isles 
hereafter. Nor are production stills 
from the big companies going to 
London in wholesale lots, as of 
yore. 

A duty of 10% of the valuation 
of photos is now in effect. Valua- 
tion has been arbitrarily set at 20c 
a print in U. S. coinage, and the 
customs regulation is that this 
class of matter must be sent parcel 
post. 


Big Creditors 0.K. 
Skouras Bros.; to 


Revamp Fox-WC 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Proposed reorganization of Fox- 
West Coast with the Skouras 
Bros, in charge has the stamp of 
approval of the bankrupt circuit's 
big eastern creditors, Chase Na- 
tional bank, Westco and Fox Films, 
according to Reuben G. Hunt, at- 
torney for the F-WC trustees, who 
returned from New York, where he 
held conferences with the creds. 
Latter are disposed to co-operate 
in the revamping in any manner 
that will benefit the remaining 
creditors. 
Hunt stated that the claim of 
Adolph Ramish, largest individual 
creditor, was of a nature that called 
for early settlement. 
Meeting on the bankruptcy that 
was held May 11 was continued 
for a week because of the illness 
of J. J. Wilson, attorney for Ram- 
ish, who was injured in an auto 

















accident. Only order signed was 
to disaffirm the lease of the Lyric, 
Nogales, Ariz., which is_ being 


turned back to Mrs. Con O’Keefe. 
Next meeting, to be held May 18, 
will pass on the disaffirming of 
eight theatre leases and the peti- 
tion of ERPI to force payment of 
sound equipment rental now due. 
At that time Wilson is expected 
to be well enough to continue the 
examination of the officers of the 
bankrupt company, delving into 
the alleged domination of the con- 
cern by the majority creditors and 
the effect of that control on the 
present condition of the company. 





1st Runs on Broadway 





(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 


Week May 19 
Paramount—'Girl in 419’ 
(Par). 
Capitol—‘Peg o’ My Heart’ 
(Metro). 
Strand—‘Picture Snatcher’ 
(WB) (18). 


Rivoli—I Cover the Water- 
front’ (UA). 


Roxy — ‘Cheating Blonde’ 
(Indie). 

Muse Hall—‘Adorable’ (Fox) 
(18). 

Mayfair — ‘When Strangers 


Meet’ (Col). 
Rialto—‘Forgotten Men’ (In- 
die) (2d wk). 





Week May 26 


Paramount — ‘International 
House’ (Par). 

Capitol—‘Never Give a Suck- 
er a Break’ (Metro). 

Rivoli—‘I Cover the Water- 
front’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Elmer the Great’ 
(Radio). 

Mayfair—‘Soldiers 
Storm’ (Col). . 

Rialto ‘Forgotten Men’ 
(Ind.) (3d wk). 


of the 





$2 PICTURES 
‘Hell Below’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(4th wk). 


‘Reunion in Vienna’ (Metro) 
(Gaiety) (4th wk). 





FOREIGN FILMS 


‘Morgenrot’ (Brecher) (Ger- 
man) (Little Carnegie) (15). 

‘Drei Tage Mittelarest’ (Cap- 
ital) (Vanderbilt) (German) 
(37). 

‘Horizon’ (Amkino) (Europa) 
(Russian) (2d wk). 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 


each Friday in Hollywood, and added to 


the regular weekly ‘Variety.’ 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 





Joseph Steele is back at Para- 
mount as assistant to Douglas Mc- 
Lean. He was formerly assistant 
to Max Marcin. 





Ironing Out Bureau 


Studio representatives met at Fox 
studio to iron out some of the prob- 
lems of the proposed Artists’ Ser- 
vice Bureau. No suggestions as to 
quarters or matters of financing the 
venture were discussed. It was 
pointed out at the meeting that 
later in its development the bureau 
will handle collective purchase of 
materials for the studios to obtain 
low market prices. 





Dale Van Every, Universal 
scenario editor, is in New York to 
look into story deals. Among other 
duties he will supervise a football 
picture to be made this summer. 





Charley Grapewin lost his case be- 
fore. the Academy in which he 
charged Warners stole. his title in 
making ‘Grand Slam.’ 





Joseph I. Schnitzer, now in New 
York, is talking a new two-picture 
deal with Radio execs. 





W. B. Lots Active Again 
Not scheduled to reopen until 
June, Warners’ lot opens immedi- 
ately for chorus’ rehearsals on 
‘Footlight Parade.’ Musical will 
star James Cagney with tunes writ- 

















F-WC TRUSTEE DELAYS 
MAY VOID FILM DEALS 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Film buys made last fall by Fox 
West Coast in several instances 
have not been affirmed by the trus- 
tees in bankruptcy, who are mark- 
ing time under a court ruling grant- 
ing them 60 days from April 25 in 





which to affirm or disaffirm picture 


contracts. As a result of this delay, 
one or more of the distributing or- 
ganizations contemplates voiding 
the deals and shortly starting a sell- 
ing campaign of available product 
among the independents. 

Among the distributors hit by the 
procrastination of the trustees are 
Columbia, Warners-First National, 
Radio and Universal. No. Columbia 
produet is being booked into F-WwC 
houses currently, and pictures of 
the other distribs named are being 
played without actual approval of 
contract terms. 

Failure of the bankrupt circuit to 
approve these contracts is due to 
the recent attempt of the trustees 
to secure wholesale reductions in 
film rentals, running in some in- 
stances as high as 50%. Report is 
that while Paramount pix are being 
used by the circuit, there has been 
no adjustment so far. 


Hardie Gets MG Termer 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Metro has handed Russell Hardie 
a termer. 
Actor, recently arrived here from 
New York on his second picture 
try. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Eddie Cantor. 
Maurice Chevalier. 
John Darkrider. 
Richard Day. 

Al Dubin. 

S. Chas. Einfeld. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Henry Ginsberg. 
Benjamin Glazer. 
Sam Goldwyn. 
Jean Hersholt. 

B. F. Holtzman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Boris Karloff. 
Abe Lyman. 
Thomas Mitchell. 
Grad Sears. 

Andy Smith. 
Norman Taurog. 
Frank Tuttle. 
Major Albert Warner. 
Harry Warren. 


Kay: 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Mary Brian. 
Harry Cohn. 
Edward Cronjager. 
Wilson Heller. 

Al Jolson. 

Mrs. Gus Kahn. 
Al Kaufman. 
Ruby Keeler. 

L. J. Schlaifer. 





Laurence Stallings. 





ten by Walter Donaldson, whose 
deal with Metro fell through. 





U. Gets ‘Zest’ 
Universal has rights to Charles 
G. Norris’ newest novel, ‘Zest.’ John 
M. Stahl who handled the author's 
‘Seed’ will direct it. 





Jerry Sackheim leaves assistant 
story editor berth at Radio to join 
the David O. Selznick unit at Metro 
as story editor. 





James Dunn leaves here for a 
New York vacation May 20. 





Landi-Boles for ‘Widow’ 

Fox will bracket Elissa Landi and 
John Boles in ‘I Am a Widow,’ by 
Mrs. C. N. Williamson. Horace 
Jackson, writing the adaptation, 
will go to Europe for a vacation 
after finishing. 





Claire Trevor, legit actress now 
in ‘Life in the Raw’ at Fox, will go 
into ‘Shanghai Madness’ opposite 
Spencer Tracy.’ 





Lew Ayres and Ginger Rogers 
have the leads in ‘In the Money’ 
just started at Universal. 





Eastward Bound 

Al Santell, Julian Josephson and 
Arthur Kober en route on the Santa 
Lucia for New York, via the canal. 
Former two are working on San- 
tell’s next picture for Radio. Kober 
is headed for New York for a 
month’s vacation. 





James: Whale will direct ‘Left 
Bank,’ at Universal instead of Karl 
Freund, now in New York. 





Columbia has bought ‘Eadie Was 
a Lady,’ song in ‘Take a Chance’ 
from Buddy De Sylva and Richard 
Whiting. Studio will base a pic- 
ture on the title. 





Fussy Clara Mow 
Clara Bow has turned up her nose 


at ‘Marie Gallant’ at Fox. She 
previously turned down ‘Sandy 
Hooker.’ Her next is still in the 
air. 





Milestone’s Russ Film 
While abroad with Harry Cohn, 
Lewis Milestone will make a pic- 
ture in Finland for Columbia re- 


lease. It’s to be a yarn dealing 
with Russia during the Czarist 
regime. 





Publicity for B. P. Schulberg’s 
unit has been divorced from the 
regular Paramount publicity de- 
partment. Neville Reay, who p. a.’d 
the Schulberg films previously, will 
continue handling the unit. 





Lionel Barrymore gets the lead in 
‘Louisiana Lou,’ Metro pic for which 
Tod Browning is now filming at- 
mosphere in New Orleans. 





G. P. Sully, exploitation man with 
Warners’ studio press department, 
has resigned to go with Darryl Zan- 
uck in a production berth. 





Quick Folding Suds 
Hollywood's first beer garden 
folded after only two weeks of op- 
eration when Nathan Nathanson, 
the owner, ran out of finances. 





Edward Sutherland signed by 
Paramount to direct ‘Too Much 
Harmony,’ comedy with musie for 
Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Skeets 
Gallagher and Harry Green. 

On completion of ‘Morning Glory,’ 
Katharine Hepburn will go into 
‘Little Women,’ following two- 
weeks’ vacash. 

‘Moment’ Rewrite 

Edith Fitzgerald rewriting ‘Brief 
Moment’ at Columbia. Carole Lom- 
bard on loan from Paramount will 
be in femme lead, David Burton to 
direct. 








Fox Writers Out 
S. N. Behrman, Robert Gore 
Brown, Bert Hanlon, Ben Ryan and 
Walter Morosco have been dropped 
from the Fox writing staff. 





Fox title switches change ‘The 
American’ to ‘The Man Who Dared,’ 
and ‘Lady and the Cop’ to ‘The 
Woman and the Law.’ 





‘Babes’ Up Again 

‘Babes in Toyland,’ Victor Her- 
bert’s operetta, is again being con- 
sidered by Radio, revival of interest 
being due to current music cycle. 
If set, picture will be made in 
Technicolor. 

Color Cartoons for ‘Alice’ 

Jean Negulesco, assistant to Bar- 

ney Glazer, who will produce ‘Alice 


in Wonderland’ for Paramount, will 
do several animated cartoon se- 
(Continued on page 31) 
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Par’s Film ‘Hocking’ Deal Detailed 
By Kohn in Bankruptcy Examinations 





Setup of the Film Production sub- 
gsidiary in Paramount Publix as 
holder of company negatives in ar- 
r: nging last spring’s loan of $13,- 
$68,932 was not the suggestion of 
any official in Paramount, it was 
brought out yesterday morning 
(Monday) in examination of Ralph 
Kohn, treasurer, in bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings of the parent organization 
before Referee Henry K. Davis. 

The idea of securing the $13,000,- 
000 in this manner originated with 
the bankers, Kohn stated, a com- 
mittee of which, known as the bank 
group committee, worked out the 
details with Par. This committee 
included Percy Johnson, president 
of the Chemical Bank as the chair- 
man, Herbert Howell, president of 
the Commercial National Bank & 
Trust Co., and S. Sloan Colt, presi- 
dent of the Bankers Trust Co. 
These banks subscribed to $1,443,- 
244.70 each of the $13,000,000 total. 

Kohn went on record at the hear- 
ing as personally not enthusiastic 
over the manner of the loan’s filota- 
tion, saying that he wouldn't have 
favored the preference for the 12 
banks under it if financing could 
have been azranged in any other 
way. The 12 banks now are credi- 
tors of P-P for the full amount of 
the loan. 


That 15 Millions’ Credit 

After a $15,000,000 line of credit 
to Par became impaired when Na- 
tional City requested payment of a 
three months’ note for $1,000,000 
last spring, instead of granting the 
usual renewal, Kohn explained that 
Johnson designated M. D. Howell, 
v.p. of Chemical, to look into the 
situation and see what could be 
done to take care of P-P necessities 
for funds. 

After discussing the matter with 
W. B. Cokell, assistant treasurer of 
P-P, the banks interested in the Par 
situation created the bank group 
committee, which later informed 
Ralph Kohn the banks ‘would re- 
quire P-P to set up a separate com- 
pany to manufacture or have manu- 
factured film which, by arrange- 
ment, would be distributed by Par 
with a nominal profit to latter for 
distributing. 

Ethan D. Alyea, of counsel for the 
Par-Pub trustees, who led question- 
ing of Kohn, sought to determine 
who was the author of the final 
agreement drawn up, why stock was 
first in the name of the banks and 
then transferred to Par and, among 
other things, whether opinion of 
coursel was obtained as to whether 
the whole plan violated indenture of 
bonds. Kohn could not state who 
drew up the first draft of the agree- 
ment, but added that he himself 
wasn’t the author. 

The Par treasurer, after shown 
sections of the bond indentures re- 
lating to liens on mortgages or 
properties, said that he had these 
sections in mind when prep. ring the 
bank plan. Sections of the inden- 
tures were read into the record. In 
effect, they read that Par shall not 
create mortgages or liens on prop- 
erty directly owned by the corpora- 
tion. It is on the ground of this 
stipulation that numerous bondhold- 
ers have sued to set aside the Film 
Productions deal. 

The capital stock of Film Produc- 
tions was revealed as 1,000 at a 
value of $& per share. 

It was brought out that at a board 
meeting of Par March 18, 1932, a 
resoluti6n was passed to buy the 
FPC stock at $5 a share, while ata 
later meeting of the board March 24 
the bank »lan itself was approved. 

Final agreement put through pro- 
vided that FPC buy the pictures of 
Paramount then in production, es- 
timated at approximately $6,777,000 
and from these be credited with film 
rental of $3,332,000 at the rate of 
$300,000 a week. 

In return for this, the FT 7 subsid 
turned over its notes to Par, latter 
selling the notes to the banks, and 
banks agreeing under plan to pro- 
vide additional funds of not more 
than $5,000,000. 


Bank Plans Set-Up 

At the board meeting when the 
bank plan was approved, Adolph 
Zukor, John Hertz and Ralph Kohn 
did not vote on the resolution 
through being directors of FPC. 
Kohn also brought out on question- 
ing that all the officers of FPC were 


also officers of Paramount and that 
work performed in behalf of FPC, 
notably by A. E. Brown, Par cashier, 
was not paid for by PC. 

It was also revealed with some 


(Continued on page 25) 


'tagged on. 








Theatre Men’s Newark 
Candidate Sloughed 


The political campaign for city 
commissioners ended with a bad de- 
feat for four out of five of the pres- 
ent commissioners, William J. Egan 
who was circused by Major Wesh- 


ner of Warner Brothers, came in 
ninth to every one’s surprise. His 
firm is counsel for Warner Brothers. 

The wise money took a terrible 
shellacking. Two bookies had to 
welsh and are stony. So sure of 
Egan were they all that he was 
quoted at 1-5, while Reginald Par- 
nell who won was a 30-1 shot. 

It is not expected that the change 
will make any difference to the the- 
atres. But some speaks may shut- 
ter, some vice spots may pull their 
heads in, and the beer barons may 
meet trouble. 

Anyway a good time is promised 
as the ‘Ledger’ is definitely out to 
get Parnell who they said was not 
a serious candidate and who, when 
they asked him for a _ statement 
after election, told the ‘Ledger’ 
where to go. 


SOLO PIX PEP 
B. 0; DROP 
COSTS 20%, 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Since the dropping of double 
bills for single features two weeks 
ago, box office figures in a major- 


ity of Southern California houses 
have increased from 10% to 20%. 
Exhibs attribute this to the re- 
sumption of solo bills and a strong 
run of draw-product, but are not 
able to determine which is doing 
the trick. 

Operating costs, through’ the 
halving of product rentals, have 
been reduced from 10% to 20%, 
and, with a few exceptions, exhibs 
have been hailing the single bill 
policy as a lifesaver. Comment 
from patrons is all in favor of the 
new type of operation. Only yells 
are coming from the downtown 
drup-in houses, where the ticket- 
buyer’s only objective is to waste 
time. These are practically the 
only theatres that are holding out 
for duals. 

Fox West Coast houses in this 
territory hit the highest gross in 
many months the first week of 
singles, with a cut in expenses 
Circuit execs figure the 
saving in operation to be between 
$5,000 and $7,500 a week. Chain 
feels that the product played the 
past two weeks has been stronger 
than usual, including ‘42d St.’ and 
‘Rasputin.’ ‘State Fair’ and ‘Cav- 
alcade’ are two other recent pix 
which have been standing alone on 
programs. 

Among the indie exhibs who for- 
merly held out against single bills 
and who are now strong for them 
are David Bershon (Westland 
Theatres) and George F. Bromley, 
sec. of the indies group. 

Leaders of the latter body have 
been approaching some of those 
sticking to duals and offering to 
underwrite them against loss if 
they give single bill policy a 30- 
day trial. 


Labs and Raw Film Going 
100% C. 0. D. Socks Indies 


Hollywood, May 15, 


Consolidated Laboratories went 
on a straight ec. o. d. basis last 
week, and notified all film _ pro- 
ducers with which it has been do- 
ing business that no further credit 
will be extended. 

Particularly hard hit are some of 
the indie producers who have been 














enjoying limited credit for some 
months. A general tightening up 


of credits in Hollywood is respon- 
sible for the c.o. d. ruling by Con- 
solidated. Eastman and Dupont 
(for raw films) are also current- 
ly on a cash basis. 





State-Lake Still Orphan 


Chicago, May 15. 

State-Lake theatre is still dark. 
Half a dozen prospective tenants 
have made propositions, but uni- 
formly offered nothing more than 
their showmanship and bright per- 
sonalities to back a percentage- 
sharing arrangement. Receiver for 
the property wanted to see some 
cash. 

It’s a fair commentary on the 
lethargy of indoor show business 
towards the pending Century of 
Progress Exposition that a house 
of the size and location of the 
State-Lake has no tenant. 


Acad-Guild Tiff 
Has Percenters 


Embracing Both 


Hollywood, May 15. 

With agents about to be admitted 
to Academy membership, a move is 
also on which would result in a 
pact between the artists’ reps and 
the newly revamped Screen Writers’ 
Guild. 

Indications are that the 10 per- 
centers want to play it both ways 
and be with the winner in the un- 
dercover fight for existence between 
the writers’ branch of the Academy 
and the Guild. 

Agents and Guilc members seek 
a 15-year agreement whereby the 
former will work under a code of 
practice with writers similar to the 
rules being drawn for Academy ad- 
mission, 

Preliminary steps for the coop- 
erative scheme will be launched 
Tuesday (16) when a committee of 
the Guild and of the agents gather 
to talk turkey. 

Committees to lay the pact founda- 
tion are Ernest Pascal, Brian Mar- 
low, James Creelman and Frank 
Butler for the writers; and Myron 
Selznick, Frank Joyce, Arthur 
Landau and Ruth Collier, for the 
agents. 


ALL EXTENDED RUNS 
NOW 55c IN THE LOOP 


Chicago, May 15. 

Balaban & Katz places the United 
Artists at 55c top this week, there- 
by putting it on a par with the 
Roosevelt and McVicker’s, although 
the diverting of the Oriental to 
musical comedy will henceforth give 
the U. A. the choice product. B&K 
is of the opinion 55c is all straight 
pictures can get in the loop. Ex- 
tended run houses scaled to T5ic 
have been dying. 

Chicago at 75c top, pictures and 
stage shows, is now the only six- 
bit B&Ker in town, 


Exhib Wins Appeal on 
Negro Sector Charge 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 

A jury in Criminal Court here 
last week reversed the decision of 
a previous jury that had found E. 
H. Goldberg, of the Brushton the- 
atre, guilty of segregating Negro 
patrons in undesirable sections of 
his house. Two months ago, Gold- 
berg was convicted of the charge 
and appealed for a new trial on a 
legality. In the re-trial, the con- 
viction was dismissed on the order 
of the jury. 

The prosecution charged that the 
exhibitor discriminated brashly in 
segregating his patrons. It was 
claimed that seats in the Burston 
reserved for Negro patrons were 
not desirable for vision, sound or 
comfort. This particular section of 
the house constitutes the first 
seven rows at the right of the 
house, 


O'Hara Trial May 22 


Chicago, May 15. 

Ralph O’Hara, organizer for the 
Motion Picture Operators’ Union, 
goes on trial May 22 for the mur- 
der of Fred Oser, leader of the 
rebel faction within the union. 
Shooting occurred March 24. 

In assigning the trial date Judge 
Fardy warned both sides to be 
ready to proceed May 22. 





























It All Is: Even 


17% of the Gross in Lieu 
Of Rent on P-P’s Minn. 


Minneapolis, May 15. 

Under terms of the lease that 
the Minnesotr Amus. Co., Publix 
Northwest circuit in receivership, 
has taken on the 4,200-seat Minne- 
sota theatre here, 17% of the gross 
will go for rental, in place of a 
stipulated amount. lLessees agree 
to keep the house open a minimum 
of six months a year. Paramount- 
Publix, which has kept the house 
dark the past year, paid a rental 
of $3,500 per week plus taxes, etc. 
It cost P-P more than $5,000 a week 
to keep the theatre dark. 

Local owners have now recon- 
ciled themselves to getting only 
sufficient out of the Minnesota on 
the percentage arrangement to pay 
the ground rent, taxes and insur- 
ance on the house. 


BLIND BOOKING 
NEW STYLE 
FOR °34 


Blind booking will come in as a 
complete innovation during 1933-34. 
Few majors, according to present 
indications, will be able to provide 
exhibitors with guarantees as to 
stars, directors and titles. 

Reasons for this are numerous. 
Tendency to be topical and flavor 
screen material with current news, 
is one; present credit outlook for 
producers during the new year, is 
the second major cause. 

As the result of this trend, al- 
ready accepted in major circles, 
certain producers will gain while 
others will lose. Companies which 
have made a good box office record 
during 1932-’33 have everything in 
their favor. Neutral authorities 
familiar with the performances of 
all figure that there are at least two 
such companies with another two 
whose product is rated by them as 
fair, 

The producers on the other side 
of the b. o. ledger can only com- 
bat the blind formula with plenty 
of smart salesmanship. 


Convicted Former 306 
Officials Given Respite 


Motion for a certificate of rea- 
sonable doubt, pending determina- 
tion of the appeal of Sam Kaplan 
and Theodore Greenberg, former 
New York operator officials, from 
conviction on coercion § charges, 
after trial in General Sessions, has 
been granted by Justice Franken- 
thaler in the Supreme Court. Kap- 
lan was president of 306 and Green- 
berg an organizer. 

They were tried with numerous 
other officials of the union and 
found guilty. On their conviction 
the trial court imposed an indeter- 
minate sentence and stated that it 
would recommend on the warrant 
of commitment that the sentence 
be limited to six months. 

Justice Frankenthaler mentions 
this and says that if there is to be 
reasonable doubt, as he grants, ‘an 
appellant is entitled to be admitted 
to bail pending the decision of the 
appellate court.’ 

Otherwise, ‘it is highly improb- 
able that the appeal can be decided 
before the expiration of the six 
months’ sentence and great harm 
would, therefore, result to the de- 
fendants from the denial of this mo- 
tion should they subsequently suc- 
ceed upon their appeal.’ 

Kaplan and Greenberg started 
serving their sentences immediately 
upon conviction in the General Ses- 
sions court. 

















Harvey’s Vis-a-Vis 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Lew Ayres is being sought by 


Ayres as Lil 





Fox for the lead opposite Lilian 
Harvey in ‘My Weakness.’ 


+ 


Exam. of Officers in the P. E. 
Bkptcy Gives an Idea How Tangled 


Has Referee Dizzy 


The tangled financial affairs and 
activities of Paramount’s most 
complex subsidiary company, Pub- 
lix Enterprises, which is in sep- 
arate bankruptcy, is getting a par- 
tial airing in examination of offi-g 
cers in the P. E. bankruptcy be- 
fore Referee Davis. Following a pre- 
liminary meeting downtown Tues- 
day (2), lawyers for the Irving Trust 
Co., trustee over estate, on Friday 
afternoon (12) began getting a line 
on the structure of the subsidiary 
as a corporation and in a financial 
way. 

It was a line frequently dimmed 
by lack of records or details of 
M. F. Gowthorpe, who was under 
tedious and highly technical ex- 
amination for three hours Friday 
afternoon at the hearing conducted 
in the law library of Par head- 
quarters. Referee Davis agreed to 
the Par h. o. meeting instead of 
downtown for convenienee in han- 
dling records, etc. 

Gowthorpe is expected to pro- 
duce records or papers asked for 
in time for tomorrow’s (Wednes- 
day) hearing. He was decidedly 
at a disadvantage in digging be- 
low the surface of Publix Enter- 
prises’ financial deals, claims, li- 
abilities, etc., since he became an 
officer of the corporation only last 
December (1932), one month prior 
to the bankruptcy. Rising out of 
the ranks of Publix Theatres Corp. 
to post of comptroller of the 
parent company, Paramount Pub- 
lix, Gowthorpe in December was 
elected v. p. and treasurer of the 
P. E. subsid., 

Questions on which he can’t go 
back to 1919, when P. E. was 
Southern Enterprises, or concern- 
ing which he may not be able to 
produce the desired records,’ will 
probably be put up to other offi- 
cers of P. E., principally Austin 
Keough, Par’s legal counsel, who 
is to be examined at tomorrow’s 
hearing, under plans of the attor- 
neys. 

No Final Balance Sheet 


Examined by Allen T. Klots, of 
counsel for the P. E. trustee, Gow- 
thorpe Friday (12) stated that a 
final schedule in bankruptcy and 
a final balance sheet, checked 
against a tentative statement of 
Jan. 28, 1932, was not yet ready. 
The Par comptroller also said that 
a condensed balance sheet of 
P. E. from the time of incorpora- 
tion, prepared by the PE trustee, 
was being checked and from indi- 
cations it showed numerous inac- 
curacies, 

Transfers, assignments and write- 
offs of P. E. for the year 1932, re- 
vised by Gowthorpe, was entered in- 
to evidence by Klots and broken 
down to individual items with ex- 
planation of each where Gowthorpe 
could offer answers desired. 

In connection with an item of 
$23,000 on Saenger Theatres, on a 
journal entry as representing 500 
shares of Saenger stock purchased 
by P. E., Gowthorpe said he be- 
lieved this was taken over by P. E. 
from Paramount Publix. At the 
same time there was an entry 
showing the same _ stock, for the 
same amount, was solid to P-P by 
Saenger. Attorneys asked why this 
was done. Gowthorpe could not 
answer, suggesting records should 
show. 

The P. E. v. p.-treasurer was 
asked to look up records in connec- 
tion with the sale of $10,000 of cap- 
ital stock of Publix-Illinois, drawn 
to Publix-Great States and sold 
to Publix Enterprises. 

Question of a $2,500 write-off of 
an investment in Publix-Dubinsky 
of Kansas City was next delved in- 
to. It was explained that a pool ex- 
isted here between Dubinsky Bros. 
theatres and subsidiaries of P. E. 
under which operations had been 
unprofitable and last year it was 
decided to dissolve the arrange- 
ment. Gowthorpe said he did not 
think the Publix-Dubinsky Corp. 
had been actually liquidated at the 
same time 

Notes receivable of $47,113 and 
$40,386 were taken up separately. 
In connection with the first, PE 





‘had made advaces to Indiana- 
| Ohio Theatres, owned 50% by PE 
land 50% by Publix-Fitzpatrick- 
{McElroy As a result of PE advanc- 


(Continued on page 23) 





yb a jal 


5 
¢ 

= 

= 








8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, May 16, 1933 








Bang-up Campaign on ‘Hell Below’ 
Reacts Mildly, L. A.; ‘Snatcher’ in 
2 WB Houses, Plus Vaude, Oke 266 





Los Angeles, May 15. 


This burg hopes for the better. 
Figures that all of those excuses 
it has been offering for off-trade 
will be unnecessary after next week 
when an influx of eastern excursion 
tourists starts with the cut trans- 
continental rates. 

However, current week is another 
matter, Trade is generally off. Best 
showing is being made at the Down- 
town and Hollywood, with $26,000 
between the two in sight. They 
had one of those biff-bang-bing 
Metro campaigns for ‘Hell Below’ at 
the State, but apparently meaning 
nothing; house lulls to a $13,500 
week. At the Paramount with ‘Su- 
pernatural,’ which is quite a weak 
b. o. draw, the radio talent on stage 
figured to bolster matters into a 
$13,500 week. 

Warners’ Hollywood and Down- 
town are running ‘Picture Snatcher’ 
with their vaude policy, with the 
former house $2,000 in the lead on 
the take. Newness of stage shows 
here will probably carry it ahead of 
its downtown sister for a _ while. 
Take for Hollywood will run around 
$14,000, with Downtown hitting 
around $12,000. ‘Christopher Strong’ 
is in at the RKO, but this vehicle 
for Katharine Hepburn will mean 
hardly more than $4,800 on_ the 
week, which is nothing to brag 
about. 

Estimates for This Week 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Trade much better than pre- 
vious week with Cagney name help- 
ing lots to the expected $12,000. Last 
week ‘Mind Reader’ (WB) rather a 
bust as $7,000 would indicate. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65), 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Star name is helping as well 
as vaude toward a big $14,000. Last 
week ‘Mind Reader’ (WB) but it 
was vaude which drew them as pic 
meant nothing; so great at $9,600. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25), ‘Scarlet River’ (RKO) and 
‘Alimony Madness’ (Mayfair). 
Rather weak combination so oke at 


$4,000. Last week ‘Soldiers of the 
Storm’ (Col) and ‘Gigolettes in 
Paris’ (Maj). Very good in getting 
$5,400. 


Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40), ‘Supernatural’ (WW) and stage 
show. Pic a weak sister with stage 
show figured to bring in around 
$13,500. Last week ‘Strictly Per- 
sonal’ (Par) did better than looked 
for in getting $12,600. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40), ‘Christopher 
Strong’ (RKO). Trade here not so 
keen for this one. Hepburn name 
means nothing and has hard road 
to go to get $4,800. Last week ‘Be- 
low the Sea’ (Col) handicapped by 
title although film got great word 
of mouth but had a hard time get- 
ting an even $4,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40), 
‘Hell Below’ (MG). Very disap- 
pointing at only $13,500, Big cam- 
paign on date no help. Last week 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) was poorly 
exploited and sold with result that it 
only got a little short of $8,700; it 
might have obtained almost double 
with right handling. 





Par, B’klyn, Shuttering 
Little Help to Others 


Brooklyn, May 15. 

Spotty business in the picture 
houses. Ringling - Barnum - Bailey 
circus in town. 

Good weather not so hot for the- 
atres. The Par’s shuttering no help 
to all the others, seemingly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50) ‘Past of 
Mary Holmes’ (RKO) and stage 
show featuring George Givot and 
Wesley Eddy. At $12,500, off. Last 
week ‘Bondage’ (Fox), got $14,000. 

Loew’s Met (2,400; 35-55-75) ‘Bar- 
barian’ (MG) and vaude. Around $20- 
000, fair. Last week ‘White Sister’ 
(MG), did $22,000, oke. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55) ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox) and vaude featur- 
ing Horace Heidt with Phil Fabello’s 
orchestra. Unlikely to top $15,000, 
lukewarm. Last week ‘Diplomani- 
acs’ (RKO) did $15,500. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50) ‘Work- 
ing Man’ (WB). Arliss picture not 
much at $12,000. Last week ‘42nd 
Street’ (WB) in its seventh and 
last week produced a dandy $10,000. 


Par Huddling on Moore 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Paramount is  dickering with 
Metro to borrow Colleen Moore for 
the femme lead in ‘One Sunday 
Afternoon,’ with Gary Cooper. 





Meantime, studio is testing 
Frances Fuller, New York’ stage 
actress, for the part, and has talked 
about assigning Helen Twelvetrees 
im case Miss Moore is not available. 


i 


ALL’S FAIR, OR BETTER, 
IN K. C., WHICH IS 0. K. 


Kansas City, May 15. 

Week-end pace presages one of 
the best weeks in some time for 
the first runs as all are tendering 
strong pictures and have given 
them great publicity. ‘Hell Below’ 
is the Midland’s feature, and the 
publicity calls attention to the fact 
it can be seen here for 25c while 
Broadway is paying $2. 

At the Newman ‘Temple Drake’ is 
aided by a nifty publicity stunt put 
over by Manager George Baker. He 
issued 1,000 invitations to a 6:30 
a.m. preview for girls in the down- 
town stores and offices. In addi- 
tion to the picture he served the 
guests breakfast. The stunt was 
watched with interest, as some 
thought many would not attend a 
show at that hour, but 486 were 
present, and the word-of-mouth 
publicity is helping. Uptown is 
showing ‘Bondage’ and denying ad- 
mission to children under 14, 
stating in the advertising they 
would not be interested. 

Last week business was spotted. 
‘Christopher Strong’ seemed a little 
too sophisticated for most of the 
fans, but with Amos ’n’ Andy pres- 
ent for 12 personal appearances 
Saturday and Sunday there were 
many turnaways. 

The Uptown also enjoyed a dandy 
10 days’ business with ‘Central Air- 
port.’ Story is by Jack Mofifit, pic- 
ture editor for the ‘Star,’ which 
created considerable interest as his 
film criticisms are sometimes pretty 
caustic. The Midland continued its 
rapid pace with ‘Today We Live.’ 
‘Working Man’ at the Newman 
failed to come up to expectations. 
This star has never been big box 
office here, and in spite of extra 
publicity the week did not show 
much strength. 

_ Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20), ‘42d Street?’ (WB) and ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col) split. 
Opened strong with the musical and 
should return close to $2,500, good. 
Last week ‘False Faces’ (Tif) and 
‘Air Hostess’ (Col) a poor $1,800. 

, Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40), 
niet nape ny ed Indications 
or a steady play for about 
$6,000, fair. Last week ‘Christopher 
Strong’ with Amos ’n’ Andy in per- 
son Saturday and Sunday, with 
prices tilted to 55c, $11,500, big. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25), ‘Hell 
Below’ (MG). Extra heavy house 
and national ads in the papers, with 
extra stuff on the streets. Business 
has been on the increase at this 
house for a number of weeks, and 
the present week looks good for a 
corking $15,000. Last week ‘Today 
We Live’ (MG), $10,400, fair. 
} Newman (Par) (1,860; 25-40), 

Temple Drake’ (Par), Expected to 

hold up for a fair $6,000. Last week 





‘Working Man’ WB 
$4,000. vee. ee 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40), 


‘Bondage’ (Fox), Showing to adult 
only, and with pretty strong eave 
tising picture is creating a lot of 
curiosity. Should garner a fair 
$4,000. Last 10 days ‘Central Air- 
port’ (WB), $7,000, good. 


Indie ‘Ladies’ Reopens 
Temple, B’ham, $2,000 


Birmingham, May 15. 

Sunday (14) Temple started tak- 
ing a crack at first run policy and 
vaude, the first in Birmingham in 
three years. Prices are 15 and 25c., 
heretofore unheard of prices for 
Stage shows. Acts are being booked 
independently. Temple has had so 
many changes of policy lately that 
it will take some time for the public 
to savvy. 

‘Cavalcade’ has played every little 
town in the state and is just now 
getting to town with slightly hiked 
admissions. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 35-40)— 
Calvacade’ (Fox). May get around 
$9,000 and could be better. Last 
week ‘King Kong’ (RKO), $8,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)— 
‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO). Prob- 
ably enough to pay the light bill, 
$1,300. Last week ‘Sailor’s Luck’ 
(Fox), $1,500. 





Empire (BTAC) (1,100: 15-25)— 
‘Employees Entrance’ (FN). Fair, 
$1,300. Last week ‘Girl Missing’ 
(WB), $1,000, licht. 

Galax (Wilby) (500: 15-20)— 
‘Destination Unknown’ (U). Mild, 
$800. Last week ‘Secrets of French 
Police’ (RKO), $900. 

Temple (Indie) (2,000; 15-25)— 


‘Left Over Ladies’ (Taf) and vaude. 
Pretty fair $2,000 in prospect. 





Burly with Pix Out in 
Tacoma; Roxy’s $4,600 


Tacoma, May 15. 


Not so easy here these days for 
the showmen with no one hanging 
onto the rafters. This is a fair 
summer town, but with the longer 
days there is more strenuous com- 
petish from the scenic resorts than 
usual. The new order gives the 
outdoor amusement men a dandy 
break, and theatres suffer the most. 

Musical show fairish at Blue 
Mouse with oldtime burley with- 
drawn by Hamrick. He has also 
taken off burley in Portland. Too 
many squawks 

Estimates for This Week 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
—Pick Up’ (Par) and ‘Christopher 
Strong’ (RKO). Kath Hepburn in 
the lights, looks good for $4,000. 
Last week ‘Out All Night’ (U) got 
$2,600 in four days, while ‘Our 
Betters’ (RKO) only $1,050 in three 
days, for total take of $3,650. 
Former big; latter bad. 

Roxy (J-von H) (1,300; 15-20)— 
‘Parole Girl’ (Col) for two days, 
with Madame Schumann-Heink, 
first time in Tacoma at pix prices; 
‘Mussolini’ (Col), two days; ‘Ramu’ 
(Ind) with Capt. Salisbury in per- 
son, and ‘A Man’s Land’ (Mas) 
three days. . Anticipates a grand 
total of $4,600, of which the diva 
accounted for $2,000. Last week, 
‘Below the Sea’ (Col) and ‘Death 
Kiss’ (WW) split, fair at $3,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; i5- 
25)—Tonto Rim’ (Par), ‘Mind 
Reader’ (FN) split, with musical 
stage (Frolics). On way to $2,500. 
Last week ‘Girl Missing’ (WB), 
‘Grand Slam’ (FN) and stage, so 
so, $2,200. 


700’ NOVARRO, 
TOPS IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 15. 

Things are good but not big; up 
and down the rialto as ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ goes into its fifth stanza 
and ‘42d Street’ is brought back to 
Market street for a return date. ‘Be 
Mine’ has amazed everyone includ- 
ing its own United Artists where 
the film has held up to nearly same 
figure for its solid month of unreel- 
ing. 

‘42d Street’ did two weeks at the 
Paramount but showed during the 
bank holiday, and as a result didn’t 
take what F-WC thought it could. 
It moved out to the naborhood Fox 
El Capitan and came near a rec- 
ord, so it’s currently back down- 
town at the Fox St. Francis, coupled 
with ‘Untamed Africa.’ Rebooking 
of ‘42d’ is also motivated by the 
success of Mae West’s ‘She Done 
Him Wrong,’ which has played a 
total of some 15 weeks around town 
and is still going strong in the sub- 
sequents, 

‘Zoo in Budapest’ getting quite a 
good play at the Paramount with 
Jesse Lasky drawing space in the 
ads with a tribute to his genius. 
Animal pics aren’t what they once 
were, though. 

Novarro in ‘Barbarian’ is the 
Warfield’s offering with Blossom 
Seeley and Benny Fields on stage. 
Novarro is another who isn’t up to 
previous draws, though there are 
plenty of femmes coming in to 0.0. 
this’n. 

Golden Gate has ‘Below the Sea,’ 
swell fodder for the Gate fans who 
like that stuff better than Barry- 
more in ‘Sweepings,’ last week’s 
fare. The Pat West-Del Chain co- 
up revue is on stage but advertised 
as vaude, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25), ‘State 
Trooper’ (Col) and ‘Hearts of Hu- 
manity’ (Fox). Average biz with 
slightly more than $10,000. Last 
week ‘Obey the Law’ (Col) and ‘llth 
Commandment’ (Coop) got slightly 
less than that. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65), ‘Below Sea’ (Col) and vaude. 
Undersea thriller well received by 
Gaters at $13,500, which is about 
even with last week’s ‘Sweepings’ 
(RKO). 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
55), ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). Ani- 
mal pix aren’t doing so well in town 
but quality of this’n helping to $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Rasputin’ (MG) 
after three roadshow weeks at the 
Columbia did quite well at $13,500. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40), 
‘42a Street’ (WB) and ‘Untamed 
Africa’ (WB). Former in after two 
weeks at Paramount and one at El 
Capitan. Kiting biz to $7,500, as 
compared to $6,500 on ‘Bondage’ 
(Fox) and ‘Sailor Be Good’ (Par) 
last week, 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50), 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (5th week). 
Still holding up in swell style; $9,500 
this time. Week before got $10,000, 
which is as high as three previous 


stanzas. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65), 








‘Barbarian’ (MG) and stage show. 
Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields on 
rostrum helping some; Novarro 


isn’t the draw he once was, as $17,- 
000 indicates. Last week Cagney in 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) drew $16,- 





800, 


Loop Sundays Off 
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as 50,000 Visit 


World Fair Previews ; Drake’ $22,000 





CHEVALIER, 116; ‘MADE 
ON B’WAY,’ 1026, NEW’K 


Newark, May 15. 
End of political campaign brought 
some increase in business but not 
enough. Maybe managers must wait 


until they get over expecting free 
food and drink with their entertain- 
ment. Anyhow no high grosses are 
in sight with ‘A Bedtime Story,’ 
which will top, but hardly going 
over $11,000. 

N.T.G. at Loew’s will pull them 
in to maybe $11,000 or $12,000. 
There's nothing else. 

Everything died last week. ‘Yoshe 
Kalb’ in for three days next Friday 
at the Shubert should draw. 


Estimates for This Week 





Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65) 
‘Ex-Lady’ (WB). Showing little 
strength and feeble at $7,000. Last 


week Arliss faded with the rest in 
‘Working Man’ (WB), to $8,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
‘Pick Up’ (Par) and ‘Big Cage’ (U). 
Beatty film first-run and combo al- 
most ideal here Should reach the 
good old $5,000 mark again. Last 
week ‘From Hell to Heaven’ (Par) 
and ‘Sailor’s Luck’ (Fox), fair 
enough with $4,700. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 15-25-40- 
50) ‘Ich Will nicht Wissen We Du 
Bist’ (Inter-world). Probably a poor 
$600. Last week ‘Pope Speaks,’ died 
completely and got a little better 
than $200 in five days with house 
closing for two. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75) ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) and vaude. 
N.T.G. on stage bringing all that is 
brought. He still means something 
here, about $11,500. Last week 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG), no smash 
at $9,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
99) ‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) and 
vaude. None of the old mobs Chev- 
alier meant, $11,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Song of the Eagle’ (Par) 
weak with the other stands at 
$8,400. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75) 
‘Out All Night (Col) and vaude. 
Enough to please on bill and gross 
will up towards $10,000. Last week 
‘Sea Below’ (Col), just totaled a 
weak $8,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-50) 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). Still free 
from double bills and will hardly 
do $4,000. Last week ‘Bondage’ 
(Fox), got a mild $3,600. 


Port. Concludes Trite 
Bally Has Lost Its Kick 


Portland, Ore., May 15. 

Sort of twilight sleep settled over 
last week’s grosses, relieving the 
agony of exploitation that didn’t 
exploit. Answer is that the old 
angles won’t work any more. They 
lost their edge, and the average p. 
a. feels like last week’s razor blade. 

Only ‘42d Street’ got a rise out of 
the burg for weeks, connecting for 
five weeks at Hamrick’s Oriental. 
Apart from the opening splurge, ex- 
ploitation wasn’t heavy on this pic- 
ture. It gathered steam by itself, 
grossing more on first three days of 
the fourth week than same period 
of the third week. Much of the 
‘42d Street’ success is due to lack 
of strong opposish. 

‘Today We Live’ held over on a 
very thin margin. They hold any- 
thing that makes six grand on the 
first week in this dorp, and ‘Today 
We Live’ didn’t get that. U. A. now 
has ‘Hell Below’ (MG) which looks 
like another thin holdover. 

Liberty, which connected for a 
while when leading the cut-rate 25c. 
admish pace, is now Being operated 
by Fox-Columbia of Seattle instead 
of Fox-Parker. 

Rialto (Heilig) went sexy with 
lecturers and ‘Sins of Love’ luridly 
exploited, getting some attention 
and extra biz. 

The local vaude yen has resulted 
in Hamrick’s Music Box going that 
way; also the indie Columbia and 
Capitol both have tab or vaude acts. 
Indications are that the way is be- 
ing paved for the return of name 
act vaude in some major spot. 

Fox-Broadway got along fairly 
last week with ‘The Barbarian,’ but 
grosses at that house are away off. 
Dueat price cutting is being con- 
sidered. This week the Broadway 
has ‘Looking Forward,’ which looks 
fairly promising. 

Biggest house in the burg, 3,300- 
seat Paramount, still dark, and 
probably will stay that way indef- 
initely. Yarns that C, S. Jensen 
of Jensen-Von Herberg, will reopen 
lack foundation. Jensen owns the 
site, leased to Publix. 


Estimates for This Week 











Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40), ‘Looking Forward’ (MG). 
Looks bad, $3,000 only, Last week 





vv 


Chicago, May 15, 

Sunday is no longer the happy 
occasion for loop theatres it hag 
been. For on’Sunday the populace 
is going elsewhere. To be precise 
some 50,000 persons have been go.« 
ing to the World’s Fair grounds for 
a ‘preview’ (paid admissions), while 
another 20,000 or so go to the ball 
game. In consequence the Sab- 
batarian matinees have been 
brutal, although after dark theatreg 
get their innings. 

Town's good week-end 
currently cuts in. 

Important and telltale is the re. 
duction of the United Artists to 55¢ 
top, the same as the Roosevelt and 
McVickers. For the wind-up of 
‘Cavalcade’ the Oriental is also 
down to 55c. This represents an 
acknowledgment by B&K that 
straight pictures will not, and can- 
not, get six bits, 

Better weather arrived Friday 
and Saturday ending a freak 12-day 
rain that had everybody depressed, 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75), 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and stage 
show. Adults only on this one. Mae 
Tinee of Tribune, most influential of 
local critics, rapped picture and 
Will Hays for ‘degeneracy’ theme. 
Anticipate only $22,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) plus Earl 
Hines all-colored revue took $24,700, 

Majestic (Gregory) (1,996; 10-20- 
30), ‘Black Beauty’ (Sec) and vaude, 
Has been around $5,000-$6,000, okay 
at scale. Monogram and Security, 
first runs supplying the screen, Dick 
Hoffman the stage. Couple more 
tie-ups with advertising agencies 
coming up similar to previous Lis- 
terine empty carton admission 
stunt. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-55), 
‘Song of the Flame’ (Par). Not a 
hint of the gangster element as 
handled and advertised by B&K; 
hoodlum stuff keeps them out of 
theatres here. Around $3,000, poor, 
indicated. Last week ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) following two weeks at Pal- 
ace got $7,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55), 
‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) (3d, final week). 
House dropping 75 top for last week 
to stretch ‘Cavalcade’ until advent 
of new musical comedy policy when 
house goes into reserved seat col- 
umn. That occurs May 19. Mean- 
while ‘Cavalcade’ expectations this 
week can be figured from last (2d)! 
week’s gross of $8,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83), 
‘Out All Night’ (U) and vaude. Bet- 
ter weather break and good bill 
may shoot Palace up to $18,000, 
good. Last week got nice $18,500 
with ‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55), ‘Hell Below’ (MG). Price 
slashed to 55c top with entry of this 
opus originally booked for Chicago 
theatre. ‘Below’ opened Saturday, 
Figured big $14,000 at new scale, 


Chadwick East to 
Plant ‘Guignol’ Shorts 


Hollywood, May 15. 

I. FE. Chadwick leaves here this 
week by auto on a business trip 
which will take him to New York, 
stopping off at key cities to arrange 
exchange deals for the two Grand 
Guignol shorts he has produced, as 
well as for a contemplated series of 
features. 

Indie producer’s contract with 
Monogram will not be renewed for 
next season. 


weather 
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‘Barbarian’ (MG), oke with a $4,300 
take. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000. 25-40-55), 
‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) with vaude 
and stage band. Answering to ex- 
ploitation and connecting for @ 
strong $6,500. Last week ‘Kiss Be- 
for the Mirror’ (U) $4,000, light. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) 
(1,000; 25-40), ‘Hell Below’ (MG). 
Should connect for okay $5,000, 
which means a holdover. Last week, 
second of ‘Today We Live’ (MG), 
good enough at $3,400; first week 
strong $5,600. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
35), ‘42d St.’ (WB). Broke all house 
records, holding five weeks. Fifth 
going to $3,500; fourth week, $4,600; 


third, $4,800; second, $5,700; first, 
$9,200. 
Liberty (Fox-Columbia) (2,0003 


15-25), ‘Hello Sister’ (Fox). Nicely, 
$3,000. Last week ‘Face in the Sky’ 
(Fox) did fairly at $2,600. 

Rialto (Heilig) (1,500; 15-25), 
‘Sins of Love’ and two sex lecturers, 


Mrs. Jardine McCree and Prof. 
Howard Goldin. Getting some at- 
tention. Sex angle worth about 
$4,000; holding over. Last week 
‘Fighting President’ (U) poor at 
$2,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15- 
25-35). New policy of pictures and 


vaude replacing burley. First week 
had ‘No More Orchids’ (Col), $1,800, 
poor, 
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ily Q. T. Now, but Better Draws 





In Prospect; Made on Bway, $8,000 


Philadelphia, May 15. 
Another mediocre week in the 
downtown picture houses is forecast 


by the first days’ grosses of most 
of them. No big names, un- 
enthusiastic notices and a general 
apathy that seems to hang over pa- 
trons here spell continued dull trade 
along the main stem. 

*‘Warrior’s Husband’ got the best 
tumble from the reviewers, but pace 
is slow and stage show is routine 
and lacking in outstanding features; 
mot more than $16,000 for the Fox. 

Ramon Novarro’s ‘The Barbarian’ 
was coldly received and except for 
loyal Novarro following won’t at- 
tract much attention at the Stan- 
ley. Between $12,000 and $13,000 
likely. 

Stanton has ‘Made on Broadway’ 
but is also plugging a_ short, 
‘Krakatoa,’ which the critics and 
the highbrows raved over. Might 
get $8,000 with the combination. 

Joan Blondell’s personal appear- 
ance figured as good for some extra 
trade at the Earle, but the picture, 
‘Strictly Personal,’ didn’t get much 
of a tumble; $15,000 and no better 
forecast. 

Arliss’ ‘Working Man’ got better 
reviews than the star’s previous two 
vehicles, but didn’t attract any great 
amount of attention at the Boyd. 
Another that can’t make the grade 
for more than a week and will be 
lucky to hit $12,000. 

Karlton figures for moderate $4,- 
200 with ‘Christopher Strong,’ moved 
down from Boyd, and Arcadia rates 
@ $2,200 with ‘Pick Up.’ 

All in all, it’s a gloomy prospect, 
with better things promised, how- 
ever, for the near future. ‘Gold 
Diggers’ is scheduled at the Stanley 
May 27, with the same house get- 
ting ‘Little Giant’ between now and 
then. Boyd gets ‘Hell Below’ this 
week, probably Wednesday, since 
the Arliss picture, as previously 
mentioned, shows no signs of being 
able to make the grade for more 

han a single week. ‘I Cover the 
.Waterfront’ comes to the Stanton 
Baturday, and ‘Adorable’ is the Fox 
attraction on Friday, with the Earle 
pavins Laurel and Hardy in ‘The 

vil’s Brother’ on the same date. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Pick 
Mp’ (Par). Looks good for $2,200, 
only fair, but better than some re- 
gent grosses. Last week ‘Crime of 
the Century’ (Par) scaut $2,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘The Work- 
ingman’ (WB). Notices better than 
those for last Arliss vehicles but 
mot much interest. Lucky if it hits 
$12,000. Last week ‘Christopher 
Strong’ (RKO) less than expected 
with a disappointing $11,200. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66)—‘Strictly 
Personal’ (Par) and vaude. Joan 
Blondell heads stage bill and should 
help some. No more than $15,000 
indicated, however. Last week ‘El- 
mer the Great’ (WB) and vaude, 
$15,500, about a grand better than 
estimated, fair. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75)—‘Warrior’s 
Husband’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Great notices and may build by 
word-of-mouth, but slow start in- 
dicates only $16,000. Last week 
‘Hello Sister’ (Fox) and stage show, 
$16,500, which is about $3,000 under 
house’s present weekly average. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘Chris- 
topher Strong’ (RKO). Promises a 
fair $4,200. Last week ‘Bedtime 
Story’ (Par) beat $5,500, good. 

Keith’s (2,000; 15-25-35)—‘Bach- 
elor Mother’ (Indie) and pop vaude. 
Signs point to some improvement 
on week, maybe $7,500. Last week 
‘Reform Girl’ (Tower) and vaude; 
only $6,200, mediocre. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘The Bar- 
barian’ (MG). Novarro following 
to be counted on but notices luke- 
Between $12,000 and $13,000 


warm, 
indicated. Last week ‘Today We 
Live’ (MG) only $11,000, not so 
forte. 


Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG). Also advertis- 
ing ‘Krakatoa,’ a short; maybe $8,- 
000 for the combo. Last week 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par), weak $7,000. 


‘Hell Below’ $9,500, Indie 
Lafayette, Buffalo’s Best 


Buffalo, May 15. 

Warm weather has struck Buf- 
faio, also, but two houses, Great 
Lakes and Lafayette, are up in the 
money just the same. 

Shea’s Buffalo gets knocked back 
to the $10,000 figure it’s seen too 
much of late. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55), 
"The Working Man’ (WB) and stage 
show. Falls back to the $10,000 
mark, lots of red. Last week ‘To- 
day We Live’ (MGM) and stage 





show take was better, $13,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25- 
40), ‘Hell Below’ (MGM). Doing 


nicely, with chance to top $9,500. 
Last week ‘Elmer the Great’ (FN), 
poor at $5,200. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25), ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher’ (WB) and ‘Monkey's 
Paw’ (RKO). Lucky if kissing as 
much as $5,000. Last week ‘Grand 





Lyric’s Stage Show Click 


Inspires Indiana’s Vode 
Indianapolis, May 15. 

With the Lyric, vaudfilm spot, 
reopened with a bang, the Indiana 
this week has new lineup with seven 
acts of vaude and ‘From Hell to 
Heaven.’ It’s the first time a full 
vaude show has been on the Indiana 
stage. The house is experimenting. 

After reopening with the tab ‘Fol- 
low Thru,’ the Lyric has gone back 
to vaude with an m.c. and per- 
manent 12-girl chorus. The pit band 
also is on the stage. This show is 
an experiment, also. Eddie Stanley 
did the m.c’ing. 

Palace seems in for good week 
with ‘Hell Below.’ Heavy advertis- 
ing; story running in ‘The Times’ 
serially, also. 

Circle with ‘Grand Slam’ should 
perk a bit after a dismal gross with 
‘Oliver Twist.’ Apollo will get :ts 
roodly share with ‘Kiss Before the 
Mirror.’ 

Ohio, after eéxperimenting with 
foreigns, has ‘Pleasure Cruise’ and 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ in split week 
set up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40) ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ (U). 
Seems worth $3,000, good. Last week 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO) got close to that 


amount. 

Circle (Circle) (2,600; 25-40) 
‘Grand Slam’ (FN). May get $3,000, 
but will have to climb. Last week 


‘Oliver Twist’ (Mon), $2,000, poor. 


Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40) 
‘Hell to Heaven’ (Par) and vaude. 
New setup, but should crash 


through for $10,000, very good. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40) ‘Hell Below’ (MG). Montgomery 
and Durante pull should get around 
$7,500; very good. Last week ‘Bar- 
barian’ (MG), finished short of $5,- 
000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
40) ‘Out All Night’ (U) and vaude 
stage show with m.c. Eddie Stanley. 
May get $8,000, but will have to 
climb considerably above opening. 

Ohio (Lampell) (1,400; 25) ‘Pleas- 
ure Cruise’ (Fox) and ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform,’ split. Should get $700, 
good. Last week ‘Seventh Com- 
mandment,’ around $500. 


DENVER’S RAIN NOT 
KEEPIN’ FANS AWAY 


Denver, May 15. 


In spite of rain the first part of 
this week, first runs will end close 
to average. Picture at the Alad- 
din, ‘Ex-Lady,’ thought § slightly 
too sophisticated to please regulars. 

Denham is going steady and 
strong and will probably be only 
first-run to top average. Orpheum 
had holdout Sunday and running 
steady rest of week. Denver down 
slightly from previous week awhile 
Paramount is improved. 

Holdouts at Tabor Saturday and 
Sunday indicate house will do $5,- 
000 with stage show and second 
run. Non-union orchestra at the 
Orph., Fred Schmitt directing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,590; 25-40) 
—‘Ex-Lady’ (WB). Slow at $3,250. 
Last week ‘Our Betters’ (RKO) had 
a good week and finished with $4,- 
500. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
—Be Mine Tonight’ (U). Musical 
liked; $3,600 is nice trade. Last 
week ‘So This Is Africa’ (Col) held 
over for three days from previous 
big week, and ‘Devil Commands’ 
(Col), 4 days, did a good week of 
$3,200. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 








50), ‘Today We Live’ (MG). Pretty 
good at $6,000. Last week ‘Elmer 
the Great’ (FN) turned in only 
$4,500. 

Orpheum (2,600; 25-30-40), ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher’ (WB) and Fred 


Schmitt's orchestra and stage show. 
Fairly, with $7,000 in prospect. Last 
week ‘Out All Night’ (U) took in 
$8,500, slightly above average. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
40), ‘Hallelujah, I'm a Bum’ (UA). 
Jolson film may see $3,200, mild. 
Last week ‘Song of the Eagle’ a 
poor $2,100. 





Slam’ (FN) and ‘Past of Mary 
Holmes’ (RKO) still worse, $3,909. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25), ‘Perfect 
Understanding’ (UA) and ‘Em- 
ployees’ Entrance’ (FN). Upping 
draft to $6,500, or better, fair. Last 
week ‘The Keyhole’ (WB) and 


‘Terror Aboard’ (Par) failed to get 
over $5,300. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), 
‘Laughter in Hell’ (U) and ‘Circus 
Queen Murder’ (Col). Double bill 
opened strong and may hit $6,500, 
good. Last week ‘So This Is Africa’ 
(Col) and ‘Women Won't Tell’ 
(Chesterfield) did swell, $7,000. 





N. H. HOLDING UP 


‘Temple Drake,’ $6,500 — ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ Strong $7,000 








New Haven, May 15. 
Film biz seems to be holding up 
fairly well with no noticeable dent 
as yet from the shore amusement 
spots, which are now unfolding. 
Roger Sherman is bringing in 
‘Gold Diggers’ June 1 and is getting 
set for a noisy campaign, 
Paramount is stressing 
Drake’ as not recommended 
kids and it’s helping. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and 
‘Nagana’ (U). Doing nicely, $6,500. 
Last week ‘Song of Eagle’ (Par) and 
‘Laughter in Hell’ (U), $4,200. 
Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U) and 
‘Devil's Brother.’ Indicates a good 
$6,500 with draw about even. Last 
weeks ‘Today We Live (MG), a 
single feature, okay at $6,300. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 


‘Temple 
for 


50)—‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) and 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO). Should 
better a good $7,000. Last week 


‘Working Man’ (WB) and ‘Phantom 
Broadcast’ (Meno) helped by word- 
of-mouth, reached a nice $8,000. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Made on B’way’ (MG) and ‘Rob- 
bers’ Roost’ (Fox). Will be lucky 
to reach a light $1,500. Last week 
‘Oliver Twist’ (Mono) and ‘Trick 
for Trick’ only fair at $1,700. 


TOO NICE TEMP. 
SOCKOS MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 15. 

After a stretch of brutal weeks, 
along came a warm Sunday and biz 
took a nosedive. It was one of the 
poorest Sundays in years. Extraor- 
dinarily strong attractions at the 
State and Orpheum but little hope 
of bringing those loop houses back 
to life. -State has “Today We Live’ 
and Bill Robinson, a prime favor- 
ite here, is putting the Orpheum 
back into the stage show class for 
a single week. 

In its newspaper advertising for 
both ‘Today We Live’ and ‘Ex- 
Lady,’ the latter at the Century, 
Publix is sensationalizing daring 
sex copy. 

The Lyceum, indie loop first-run 
house with the only orchestra in 
town, is giving it another whirl 
this week with ‘Ladies They Talk 
About.’ That makes four weeks in 
all and probably will mark the 
wind-up for the house. Passing out 
plenty of free tickets, it has been 
getting some pretty good crowds, 
but little dough, and even its well- 
heeled owners are probably getting 
tired of digging down continuously. 

‘Be Mine Tonight’ continues to be 
the sensation of local filmdom. In 
its fifth consecutive week it is still 
jamming the small World. It’s the 
longest run recorded by any picture 
here in the past 15 years since 
‘Birth of a Nation.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘To- 
day We Live’ (MG). Crawford- 
Cooper combination looks like only 
$6,500, smallish and below what they 
would garner in fairly normal 
times. Last week, ‘Central Airport’ 
(FN), only $4,400. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)— 
‘Penguin Pool Murder’ (RKO) and 
Bill Robinson unit, ‘Goin’ to Town,’ 
on stage. Picture almost zero box 
office and $10,500 poor. Five shows 
Saturday and Sunday, but little 
help. Last week ‘Christopher 
Strong’ (RKO), $4,000 for six days 
with heavy feminine patronage, 


pretty good. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Ex-Lady’ (WB). Bette Davis no 
magnet, so house is dragging out 
‘dat old debil sex.’ Will be lucky 
to get $2,500, light. Last week, 
‘Pick Up’ (Par), $3,500. 

Lyceum (Clifford Co.) (2,500; 40) 
—Ladies They Talk About’ (WB) 
and Lou Breese orchestra. Even 
the popular maestro can’t overcome 
the ordinary screen fare, location, 
etc. About $2,800 indicated, poor. 
Last week, ‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U), 





$2,500, bad. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40)— 
‘Secrets’ (UA). Should reach $2,- 
500, pretty good. Last week, ‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG), $2,800. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher (WB). Cagney quite 
a draw for this house and picture 
well liked. May reach $3,200, pretty 
good. Last week ‘Elmer the Great’ 
(FN), $3,800, nice. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG), loop second run, and 
‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox), first run, 
split. Around $2,000 indicated, fair. 
Last week, ‘42d Street’ (WB), loop 
third run, $2,200, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) — 
‘Humanity’ (Fox), first run: 
Topaze’ (RKO) and ‘Mystery of the 
Wax Museum’ (WB), second runs, 
split. Maybe $700, light. Last 
week, ‘So This Is Africa’ (RKO), 
‘Woman Accused’ (Par) and ‘King 
of Jungle’ (Par), second runs, split, 
$1,000, fair. 


indie Forgotten Men’ Zooms Rialto 
To Wow $25,000; ‘Warrior's Husband 
$73,000 Next Best: Hawk’ 366’s 


But for the near-sensational busi- 
ness Arthur Mayer's Rialto is doing 
with a freak attraction, ‘Forgotten 
Men,’ pace of the New York houses 
remains about the same. Some are 
limping along, fearing the approach 
of summer, while a few manage to 
entice grosses that up the house 
average for the spring months. 

While the previous weekend mus- 
tered too much sunshine to suit 
the box-offices, threatening rainy 
weather over the past Saturday and 
Sunday evened up the situation 
somewhat. On Friday night (12), 
when most new shows are incepted, 
fluvial disorders also helped a 
little, a raindrop here and there en- 
couraging people inside. 

While the Radio City Music Hall, 
titan among grossers, looks to do 
fairly good with ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band,’ a picture folks are expected 
to talk about if for no other reason 
than that it’s different, it remains 
for the Rialto to shout from the 
housetops of theatres. From the 
way the official war picture, an in- 
die, opened up Friday (12), with a 
good freak exploitation campaign as 
aid, Mayer’s theatre baby will be 
anything but bawling this week on 
a chance to meet up with $25,000. 
This is almost colossal and about 
three times the overhead of the 
Rialto. Holdover can’t be helped 
for a second week and maybe a 
third. 

‘Doc’ Joe Lee, practitioner in 
these parts for ‘sick’ houses, who 
took a lot of RKO houses away from 
death’s door, is responsible for the 
steam-up campaign at the Rialto 
this week. He has soldiers pacing 
around on the street and a lot of 
other gags to attract attention. 

As against Music Hall’s $73,000 
possibilities, its companion opera- 
tion, RKO Roxy, will show better 
results than last week but still be 
walking around in red ink. Indi- 
cations are $30,000 or under. 

Licked through being’ second 
choice on film, RKO Roxy goes 
straight vaude in two weeks, drop- 
ping film entirely, which should 
more distinctly set it apart from 
the Music Hall. New policy will be 
12 acts on a four-a-day grind. 

While both the Capitol and Para- 
mount should do better than the 
previous week, de luxers also will 
not be far enough out of the rut to 





Eerie Cycle in N.O.’s Film 
Offerings; Orph Reopened 


New Orleans, May 15. 

Seven houses bidding for first- 
run patronage currently with weird 
pictures predominating. Three im- 
portant items are first local show- 
ing of ‘Maedchen’ at Globe, ‘Raspu- 
tin’ at Loew’s State and the Or- 
pheum reopening with ‘King Kong’ 
and vaude. Orpheum signalized its 
re-entry with street parade, bon- 
fires and the burning of the effizy 
of old man depression. A stuffed 
figure lined with straw hung out 
into the street from the marquee 
and set ablaze by Commissioner 
Skelley. Good hokum for the town- 
people. 

Creepy tomes are ‘Murder in the 
Zoo’ at the Tudor, ‘Circus Queen 
Murder’ at the St. Charles and ‘Ras- 
putin.’ The latter is gross leader 
at Loew’s State with ‘King Kong’ a 
close second. Ruth Chatterton is 
struggling at the Saenger in ‘Lily 
Turner’ and same figures also for 
the Strand and St. Charles. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—‘Ras- 
putin’ (MG). Barrymores drawing 
them in at night, which means 
dough in the till with the price tilt 
after six; looks safe for $11,000. 
Last week ‘Today We Live’ (MG) 
$12,000, oke. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,400; 60)— 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) and vaude. Real 
strength and will get $10,000. Rae 
Samuels in person helping the re- 
opened vaudfilmer. 

Saenger (3,568; 40)—‘Lily Tur- 
ner’ (WB). Caught in between 
heavy grossers; at another time 
might have done better; only $6,000. 
Last week ‘Central Airport’ (WB) 
ditto. 

Strand (1,600; 25) — ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col). Jack Holt 
not box office locally, just $900. Last 
week ‘Hello, Sister’ (Fox), $1,000. 

St. Charies (1,800; 25)—‘Circus 
Queen Murder’ (Col). Having hard 
sledding, may only get $1,000. Last 
week ‘Goldie Gets Along,’ $1,100. 

Tudor (800; 25)—‘Murders in the 
Zoo’ (Fox). Policy changed to first 
runs temporarily in an attempt to 


secure better biz; this one only 
$1,200. 

Globe (600; 40)—‘Maedchen in 
Uniform.’ Getting cass patronage 





and bids fair to do $3,000. may be 
held over. 





brag. Cap has Ramon Novarro in 
‘The Barbarian’ and will be in the 
neighborhood of $40,000. Two weeks 
ago Par had ‘Song of the Eagle.’ 


This week house nas ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk,’ a war aviation film which 
may kiss $36,000 for some improve- 
ment and profit currently. Par now 
has its overhead down to $25,000 to 

27,000, less rent, which is on per- 
centage and, accordingly, isn’t so 
bad off. 

Old Roxy again exhibits an indie 
from Monogram, ‘Jung'e Bride,’ and 
in line with black ink for b. o. state- 
ments right along for weeks, will 
again be out of trouble. Take may 
t*: $19,800, consistency of business 
proving management apparently has 
found the right policy for the big 
7th avenue opry house. 

Strand’s level of business lowers 
following the big eight week’s drag 
of ‘42nd Street.’ Current incumbent, 
‘Ex-Lady,’ won't top $14,000, mild, 
and only one week to let in ‘Picture 
Snatcher,’ new Cagney bid for biz, 
which opens Thursday night (18). 
Cagney’s always drafty for New 
York and nay make up for the 
drop on house averages caused by 
‘Ex’ and last week’s ‘Central Air- 
port.’ 

Mayfair continues with ‘Big Cage,” 
which Walter Reade opened there 
last Monday (8) and will hold un- 
til tonight (Tuesday), when ‘Sol- 
diers of Storm’ opens at 8 p.m. First 
week’s business, ending yesterday 
(Monday), proved better than aver- 
age, over $9,000. ‘Silver Cord’ at the 
Palace, along with vaude, hopes for 
$12,000, but may not get it. Its 


previous week of vaudfilm was 
pathetic with ‘Diplomaniacs’ on 
screen. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Hell Below’ (MG) (4th week). 
Standing up pretty well as a spring 
attraction, with Metro’s own ‘Re- 
union’ opposition to it at Gaiety in 
same block. Last week ‘Hell’ hur- 
dled $11,600. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65)— 
‘The Barbarian’ (MG) and stage 
show. Not of much more than aver- 
age draft and $40,000 will be about 
the result. Last week ‘White Sis- 
ter’ (MG), up from recent $2 run 
at Astor, stayed in low on week, 
ending with same. 

Gaiety (811; 55-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG) (3rd week). 
With overhead low here, picture is 
doing okay at around $9,000, which 
it topped last week (its second) of 
run. Metro plans to retain Gaiety 
throughout summer. 

Mayfair (2,200; 385-55-65)—Big 
Cage’ (U). Finished first seven 
days yesterday (Monday) at over 
$9,000. Live lions in gage next door 
to house attracting attention. ‘Sol- 
diers of Storm’ (Col) opens tonight 


(16). 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75)—‘Sil- 
ver Cord’ (RKO) (2nd run) and 
vaude. Indications are about $12,- 


000 will drift in this week, fair. 
Last week ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO), 
lured only $5,200, poor. 

Paramount (3,664. 35-55-75)— 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and stage 
show. Bettering previous week’s 
take of $27,900 on “Temple Drake’ 
(Par) with $36,000 a possibility with 
any break at all. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75) —‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Box office suction 
of this one, aided by word of mouth, 
should be at least $73,000, fair. 
Preceding booking, ‘Silver Cord 
(RKO) got $70,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 35-50-64)—‘Forgot- 
ten Men.’ Street’s surpriser with 
very big $25,000 looked for. Will 
hold second, perhaps third, week, 
with Doc Lee’s exploitation ideas 
giving picture draft. Last week 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col) fell off 
to $9,200. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85) — ‘1 
Cover the Waterfront’ (UA). Opens 
here tomorrow a. m. (Wedncsday), 
with Chevalier picture ‘Bedtime 


Story’ (Par) falling down after its 
second week. Third week, ending 
tonight (Tuesday) only $14,000; 
second was $21,000. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 35-55-75)— 
‘Kiss Before Mi: or’ (U) and stage 
show. Unlikely to get more than 


$30,000, if that much, but this much 
better than last week when house 





hit new low of $24,000 on ‘India 
Speaks,’ Walter Futter’s picture re- 
leasing through RKO. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55)—‘Jungle 
tride’ (Mono) and stage show. On 
basis of start made will get around 
$19,800, okay. Last week ‘Hello, 
Sister’ (Fox) surprised by getting 
$25,500 

Strand (2,900: 35-55-75)—Ex- 
Lady’ (WB). One week and out for 
this one, from lications, with 
gross $14,000 on week. ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (WB) next, opening 
Thursday night (18). Last week 
‘Central Airport’ (WB) brought in 


$16,209, mild. 
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BOSTON HAPPY 
CIRCUS GONE, 
TOOK 1606 


Boston, May 15. 

After week of strenuous opposish 
from circus, local show biz can at 
least breathe freer and hope for bet- 
ter. Ringling show at the Garden 
hit everybody downtown and up- 
town hard, with low b. o.’s resulting. 
while the big top folded with a 
gross of $160,000 for its six days, 
with an attendance at over 24,500. 
It was a wow for the sawdust troupe 
but a wallop for the theatres. Sam 
Gumpertz, before departing early 
yesterday, said he regarded the Hub 
engagement as ‘more than success- 
ful.’ Well he might, for the figures 
bust all previous circus records for 
this city. 

Biggest news item of the week is 
that Loew's State May 12 took first 
step to return of old-time de luxe 
stage shows, out for more than two 
years; Sabbaths only for time be- 
ing, but easy to predict State will 
go the whole way soon. 

Another Loew experiment is ini- 
tiated by Vic Morris at Orpheum. 
Trying amateur events twice 
weekly. First (11th) had house 
packed; Thursday ordinarily weak- 
est of the seven. 

State and Keith’s get the screen 
cream in ‘Hell Below’ and ‘Silver 
Cord,’ both pleasing. Keith has 
extra advantage of a good flesh 
program. Scollay is a high spot 
with good vaude; ‘Cavalcade,’ its 
cinema feature, didn’t do as well as 
expected at two other downtowns, 
but should prove aid to Scollay’s 
variety draw. ‘Temple Drake’ at 
Met is surprising for this town and , 
may get $18,000. ‘Phantom Broad- 
cast,’ at the Boston, with plenty of 
spotty stretches, doing poorly. 
Paramount depends solely on ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher,’ as there’s a mili- 
stone in the double bill in presence 
of ‘Supernatural,’ but $7,500 betters 
recent average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55)— 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO) and vaude. Do- 
ing well compared to poor biz last 
week. Should hit $14,000. ‘Last 
week ‘Below the Sea’ (Col) and re- 
vue suffered at $11,500. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
*‘Fhantom Broadcast’ (Mono) and, 
vaude. Might do $6,000, away off. 
Last week ‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj) 
and vaude asthmatic at $8,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
—‘Looking Forward’ (MG) and 
vaude. Good show all round, and 
with extra stimulation of special 
events might reach $11,000. Last 
week ‘Secrets’ (UA) and vaude, 
down to $9,500. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Hell Below’ (MG) and singer with 
Sunday vaude. Should hit the high 
among recent weeks at $12,500. 
Last week ‘Barbarian’ (MG) dis- 
couraging for $8,500. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-50-65)— 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par) and stage 
show, plus Sevitzky. Might come 
through to $18,000, good. Last week 
‘Working Man’ (WB) and big revue, 
$20,700, big. 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
565)—‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) and eight 
acts vaude. Doing its utmost to 
reach $10,500 but more likely to be 
just under 10 grand. Last week, 
excellent show with ‘Bedtime Story’ 
(Par) and vaude, but flopping to 
$8,000, lowest since January. 


Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) 
and ‘Supernatural’ (Par). Still 


taking the licking and lucky to get 
$7,500, but better than of late. 
House hasn’t been getting the film 
breaks lately. Last week ‘Ex-Lady’ 
(WB) and ‘Tonto Rim’ (Par) $6,500. 


DeMille Spots First 
Of 2 Test Survivors 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Mari Colman, former Boston stock 
company player recently given a 
termer by Paramount, gets her 
initialer in the top femme spot in 
C. B. De Mille’s ‘This Day and Age.’ 
She was one of the two girls picked 
for contracts out of the 1,500 tested 
at Par’s Astoria studios. The other, 





Elizabeth Young, has not yet ar- 
rived here. 
Charles Bickford, credited with 


being the only Hollywood actor to 
have said ‘no’ to De Mille, goes into 
the heavy part. 





Frances Dee to Radio 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Frances Dee, who left the Para- 
mount contract list in a fight over 
parts, has been given a four picture 


contract by Radio. Actress’ first 
will be ‘Little Women,’ starting 
June 6 

Miss Dee may also play in ‘Head- 
line Hunters,’ which would be made 
before ‘Women.’ This job would be 
separate from the four pix deal. 


LINCOLN LAGS 


Weather No Help—Vienna’ Maybe 
Mild at $2,300 
Lincoln, Neb., May 15. 

Pictures this week are the worst 
assortment that has been deposited 
along theatre row in many a moon. 
Grosses haven't been so high lately, 
either, that the boys can afford to 
let down especially when the 
weather shows signs of getting 
warm enough for the outdoor sea- 
son to open full blast and drag the 
mob to other amusements. 

One thing for sure, the theatres 
will have a slight saving on paste- 
board from now on. The longest 
session of legislature thus far re- 
corded came to an end and the 
august group has hailed back to the 
brush and the sage for another 
year, thereby cutting down the pass 
lists. 

The Stuart with its box office 
scaled so high the average fan can’t 
reach it is playing ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ and will very probably find 
that as far as Lincoln is concerned, 
Vienna is a long way off and the 
gross in like proportion. The cow- 
boys come back for the first time in 
a month at the Colonial in ‘Under 
the Tonto Rim,’ which will prob- 
ably get good play. 

Beer in this state is legal after 
August 9, if the WCTU or some- 
thing doesn’t happen. Exhibs don’t 
care in this town. The boys around 
the Sahara don’t know what it is to 
be dry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20)— 
‘Under the Tonto Rim’ (Par). 
Spotted nicely in this house for 
$850. Last week ‘Crime of the Cen- 
tury’ (MG) and ‘Red Dust’ (MG), 
split, had a nice run for $900. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
—Woman Accused’ (RKO). Looks 
only fair $1,800. Last week ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Par) did wonders for 
a Chevalier pic, $2,200. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Terror Abroad’ (Par). + About 
average at this house, $700. Last 
week ‘Lady’s Profession’ (Par) was 
pulled after three days and subbed 
by ‘Strictly Personal’ (Par), which 
still failed to do things; $600, poor. 
State (500; 10-15-25)—‘Lucky 
Dog’ (U) and ‘Fighting President’ 
(U). Double billed, probably a slim 
$800. Last week ‘Out All Night’ (U) 
was a wow and showed this house 
some biz for the first time since 
the Pitts-Summerville last appear- 
ance, okay $1,800. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-26-35-55- 
60)—‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). 
Just moderate with possible take of 
$2,300. Last week ‘Today We Live’ 
se aee pulled an unexpected brodie, 


Col. Torrents Don’t 
Dampen Ardor for 
Vaudfilmer, Big 6G’s 


Columbus, May 15. 

If it ever stops raining in this 
neck of the woods and the populace 
can feel it won’t have to go back 
home by boat when it heads for 
town, the grosses will get to where 
they belong again. More than 10 
days of rain have brought all cen- 
tral and southern Ohio rivers close 
to flood stage and certainly have 
not aided the show folks, with ex- 
ception of the Hartman, where all 
signs point to a record biz of $6,000. 
House added vaude 10 days ago at a 
15 to 25c scale. After Sunday’s re- 
action house goes to a 40c top to- 
day (15). 

Last week’s films died because of 
the weather, with all houses actu- 
ally so red that it looked like a 
record low for several days. Open- 
ing days of the present session just 
as bad with no let-up by old Jupe 
Pluvius and the theatre district 
deserted. 

Outside of Hartman, best bets of 
the current week are ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ at the Ohio, which opened 
plenty heavy despite the weather, 
and ‘Working Man’ at the Grand, 
which looks sure-fire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40) ‘Bed- 
time Story’ Par). A mild $5,300. 
Last week ‘So This Is Africa’ (RKO) 
fairly good considering at $6,700. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). May top 
$10,000 if rain ever quits. Last week 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG), hard hit 
by weather, failed to exceed $5,500. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
‘Strictly Personal’ (Par). Fighting 
opposish as well as weather and 
hardly better than $4,000. Last week 
‘Bondage’ (Fox), died outright with 

















only $2,800. 

Hartman (Neth) (1,400; 15-25- 
40) ‘Blondie Jobkason’ (FN) and 
vaude. Luoks like big $6,000. Last 
week (opener) ‘Grand Slam’ (WB) 
and vaude light at $3,200. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40) 
‘Working Man’ (WB). Arliss fol- 


lowing will get this one good $4,500. 





Last week ‘Wax Museum’ (WB) 
died at even $3,000. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-30) 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (Fox). Hardly 
better than $2,000, fair enough. Last 
week ‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col), 


same, 


What Wash. Thinks of 
W&W May Interest Em; 
Biz Otherwise Light 


Summer sunshine sent those that 


had any dough into the stores and 
everybody else sat around and 
waited for payday today (Monday). 
Result was worst all-around open- 
ings town has experienced in 
weeks. 

Straight pic houses are again 
demonstrating that public is shop- 
ping pretty definitely these days. 
Merely entertaining pictures won't 
stampede ‘em. If it hasn’t got a 
name or a Pulitzer prize behind it, 
it just doesn’t mean a thing. 

Met is yanking ‘Song of the Eagle’ 
tomorrow (Tuesday). Pic was 
ballyhooed to skies playing up beer 
angle, figured as timely stuff, but it 
didn’t click. Demonstrating that 
even stupendous exploitation can’t 
get ‘em in in Washington. Town 
reads out of town papers and mags 
and they know before they see local 
papers whether show is a hit or not 
and local boys can’t fool ’em. 

‘Eagle’ will be replaced at Met 
with ‘Working Man.’ Arliss turned 
in beautiful $21,000 last week at 
Earle and local WB office figures 
he’ll do better as repeat than con- 
tinuing with ‘Eagle.’ Part of Earle 
money last week can be attributed 
to Joan Blondell in person. Teamed 
with Arliss show combination was 
perfect with 100% audience appeal 
getting both flaps and sedaie ele- 
ment. 

Keith’s and Rialto would like to 
yank what they’ve got for something 
else, but are struggling along. 
Keith’s tried to sell ‘Woman I Stole’ 
with high-powered love interest ads, 
but Jack Holt isn’t enough to drag 
‘em in. Headed for possible new 
low. Rialto is weak with ‘Kiss Be- 
fore the Mirror.’ 
‘Diplomaniacs’ didn’t do what it 
should last week for Keith’s and 
opinion hangs it on ‘So This Is 
Africa.’ Wheeler and Woolsey 
definitely stamped themselves as 
low burlesk comedians in ‘Africa’ 
and rep has hurt. Time was when 
they could get a nice $10,000 every 
week for local RKO house, but last 
week saw a light $6,800. 
Both vaude houses are fair. Noth- 
ing big on either stage and Earle 
is getting edge because of Chat- 
terton in ‘Lilly Turner.’ Dick Powell 
isn’t enough of a name in person 
to get much into the Earle b. o., but 
once inside the gals go nuts. 
Estimates for This Week 
Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-50- 
60-70)—Lilly Turner’ (FN) and 
vaude. Chatterton is responsible 
for the business with Dick Powell 
and nice all-around stage show but 
no big names. Should see good 
$18,000 despite light opening along 
with everybody else. Last week 
‘Working Man’ (WB) and Joan 
Blondell did big $21,000. Arliss and 
Blondell were perfect b. o. com- 
bination, getting both types of trade. 





Fox (Loew) (15-25-35-50-60)— 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Elissa Landi isn’t a big 


name. Will Mahoney stars on stage. 
Entertaining bill will get just a 
fair $22,000. Last week ‘The Bar- 
barian’ (MG) and Jessel-Talmadge 
combination on stage did o. k. with 
$22,000. Word of mouth wasn’t so 
hot on Jessel-Talmadge act but peo- 
ple were curious over Norma. No- 
varro helped week hold up. 

Keith’s (RKO) (15-25-35-50-60)— 
‘Women I Stole’ (Colu). Passion 
spread all over ads but pic is dying 
just the same. Lucky to see $4,500 
which is dangerously near a new 
low. Last week ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
(RKO) fair with $6,800, but usual 
Wheeler-Woolsey figure used to be 
$10,000. Smut in ‘So This Is Africa’ 
still hurts pair. 

Met (WB) (15-25-35-40-50-60-70) 
—Song of the Eagle’ (Par). Big 
exploit campaign on timely beer 
angle, but is flopping just the same. 
Coming out tomorrow (Tuesday) in 
favor of ‘Working Man’ (WB) which 
played Earle last week. Last week 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) did light 
$5,000. Same trouble as ‘Eagle’ in 
lack of names and didn’t have 
natural exploit angle either. 

Palace (Loew) (15-25-35-50-60)— 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). So long 
as they put crack pictures in house 
it will continue to pull in trade. 
Should see big $19,000 with opening 
blamed on pre-payday slump. Last 
week “Today We Live’ (MG) did 
nice $18,500. War angle was played 
down in favor of Cooper-Crawford 
in first love drama. 

Rialto (U) (15-25-35-40-50)—‘Kiss 
Before the Mirror’ (U). Plenty of 
space in papers but started off bad 
and no particular reason why it 
should pick up. Maybe $5,000. Last 
week second of, ‘Out All Night’ (U) 
slipped a little to get mediocre $3,- 
900. 

Columbia (Loew) (15-25-35-40)— 
‘Hello Sister’ (Fox). Should get 
o. k. $3,200 for little house. Last 
week ‘After the Ball’ (Fox) a fair 
$2,900. 





Joe Fields on RKO Musical 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Joe Fields arrived last week. Has 
the job of putting the dialog to 
Radio’s musical, ‘Flying Down to 
Rio.’ 





Whispering Campaign 
Helping ‘Drake,’ L’ville 
Louisville, May 15. 


National theatre plugging on at 
5, 10 and 15, with ads now being 
placed in all papers. Jack Craw- 
ford in charge. 

Rialto reported to have cancelled 
Paul Whiteman, originally booked 
for two weeks, and considering 
some other policy following final 
showing Friday of Georgia Mins- 
trels. 

Playhouse ends amateur season at 
U of L with ‘Crime at Blossoms.’ 

Gayety closes for season Satur- 
day night with Shipwreck Kelly as 
the final attraction. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus on 
Thursday did well in spite of rainy 
season before and after date. 

Loew’s has entire balcony closed 
off as 2,100 seats downstairs enough 
to take care of all st exceptional 
crowds. 

Brown paging 10 persons each 
week as guests. Names printed in 
lobby with addresses; identification 
is all required to get passes. 

The Orpheum here was damaged 
$4,000 by fire early Thurgday morn- 
ing. The fire, of undetermined 
origin. Stage and the equipment at 
the stage end of the theatre de- 
stroyed and the remainder of the 
daily dimer damaged by smoke and 
water. 

Robert Wayne, assistant manager, 
said 10 employes at the theatre 
would be out of work about a 
month. 

Amos ’n’ Andy booked in person 
Rialto May 20-21. - 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,400; 25-40), ‘Hell Be- 
low’ (MG). With Montgomery’s 
popularity and theme will do good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Looking For- 
ward’ (MG) a neat $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave) (3,000; 25-30- 
40-60), ‘Keyhole’ (WB) and Georgia 
Minstrels on stage. Eight-day run 
ought to drag about $7,000. Last 
week ‘Desert Song’ and ‘Lady’s Pro- 
fession’ (Par) only fair at $7,100. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40), ‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Whis- 
pering publicity and Faulkner repu- 
tation may help to $4,000, big. Last 
week ‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) swell 


at $3,300. 
Brown (1,500; 15-25-40), ‘Diplo- 
maniacs’ (RKO) with memory of 


‘So This Is Africa’ fresh in mind 
might do $2,900. Last week ‘Mind 
Reader’ (WB) passing fair at $1,900. 
Alamo (950; 15-20-25), ‘Below the 
Sea’ (Col). Neat booking in view 
of ‘Hell Below’s’ run goes ,to $1,000. 
Last week ‘Big Cage’ (U) smacked 
goal for $1,700 at the old scale. 


CONVENTION SEASON 
AIDS ALL MONT. B.0.’S 


Montreal, May 15. 

The convention season here has 
started and the cinemas are getting 
the expected out-of-town play to 
balance the usual summer drop. 
Further, weather conditions remain 
cold, which is another help, with 
little sign of change. An extra le- 
git house (grand opera) last week 
took away some biz since it went 
over big, but the Imperial is back to 
French films currently. 

Palace, which topped the Rialto 
last week, looks like continuing on 
the upgrade currently with ‘White 
Sister,’ subject and stars being both 
favorites here. There should be 
$13,000 in the till, same as for the 
Chevalier ‘Bedtime’ pic. Capitol 
maintains a good average in ‘Chris- 
topher Strong’ and ‘Great Jasper’ 
and may reach $12,000. Loew’s has 
‘Murders in Zoo,’ not over-attractive 
to the femmes, but the vaude has 
been building up fan biz of late and 
an average $12,500 is looked for. 
Princess goes British with ‘Yes, Mr. 
Brown,’ and ‘Just My Luck,’ and is 
liable to drop to $6,500. Imperial and 
Cinema de Paris are back with 
French films. 

Nabe houses are doing well and 
holding up well all over. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 25-75) 
‘Mrs. Moonlight’ stock . company. 
Back again after successful tryout 
in Otawa; should gross $3,000. Last 
week French operetta company on 
season subscription basis, $6,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘White 
Sister’ (MG). Gable and Hayes will 
put this over plus subject and 
should again top town at $13,000, 
ditto as ‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) last 
week, 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Christo- 
pher Strong’ (RKO) and ‘Great Jas- 
per’ (RKO). Good average for Cap- 
itol fans and may get $12,000. Last 
week ‘Elmer the Great’ (WB) and 
bo Missing’ (WB) picked up $11,- 
000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 60) ‘Murders 








{ in Zoo’ (Par) and vaude. Stage show 


will hold up house to $12,500. ‘Out 
All Night’ (U) and vaude last week 
took $12,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50; ‘Yes, 
Mr. Brown’ (British) and ‘Just My 
Luck’ (British). Around $6,500. Last 
week ‘Secrets’ (UA) and ‘Face in 
the Sky’ (Fox) did very well at 
$10,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
50) ‘Une Idee Folle’ (French). About 
$2,000. Last week Grand Opera had 
big day. at $12,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25) ‘La Tete d’un Homme’ 





Prov. Up a Bit, i 
But the ‘Flesh’ 
Eclipses Films 


Providence, May 15. 

Slight improvement in the tone of 
things this stanza, but the climb 
not expected to make any big dif. 
ference over the past two terrible 
weeks. No outstanding picture fare 
in town, and as as consequence 
nothing startling is expected at the 
straight picture stands. 

Whole situation continues in state 
of disorder. The three straight pic. 
ture houses, the Majestic, Para. 
mount and RKO Victory, are once 
more in the tail end of things. They 


are suffering largely because of an 
over-emphasis being placed on 
stage entertainment. 

It’s all nip and tuck between the 
combo houses here with all sorts of 
ballyhoo being resorted to over- 
shadow the other fellow’s live en- 
tertainment. Naturally this busi- 
ness is taking the eyes of the pub- 
lic away from the picture angle, 
and now everything seems to be a 
slew of ‘flesh,’ with the picture rate 
ing always second honors. 

This week especially the city’s 
three combo houses, Loew’s State, 
RKO Albee and Fay’s, are burning 
up plenty of advertising to get the 
edge on each other. Loew’s spent 
double his competitors did in play- 
ing up the new bill, which includes 
Emile Boreo and Aunt Jemima on 
the stage, and ‘Hell Below.’ 

Yiddish star, Julius Nathanson, 
at the Carlton for one night stand 
with musical comedy. At the Mod- 
ern, stock company is in its llth 
week, and business is brisk as ever, 

As if three vaudeville houses, and 
a stock company isn’t enough com- 
petition for the picture stands, cab- 
arets and nite clubs in these parts 
are plugging their floor shows as 
‘first class vaudeville. Then there 
are the small nabe stands which 
have gone ‘flesh,’ too, Friday and 
Saturday nights, to offset the down- 
town opposish. 

One of the more interesting highe 
lights of the present vaudeville sit- 
uation in town is the effort Fay’s is 
making to keep the crowds coming 
to the theatre in the face of a 15c, 
handicap over the top price being 
charged at Loew's and the Albee, 
which have both instituted 40c 
maximum as compared to the 55 
top at Fay’s. Last Thursday Fay’s 
set the day aside as ‘dollar day’ 
and sold books worth $2 in tickets 
for $1. 

Estimates for This Week 


RKO Albee = (2,300; 15-40) —- 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and vaude- 
ville. Stage show okay and doing 
most of the work. Cool weather 
gave house nice start on Saturday 
opening, and remainder of the week 
will hinge largely on how kind the 
weather will be; just now the pros- 
pects look like close to $7,500, up a 
peg. Last week ‘Below the Sea’ 
(Col) leaned rather heavily on the 
stage show and only $5,600 trickled 
through. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—‘Trick for 
Trick’ (Fox) and Ned Wayburn’s 
‘Minstrel Misses’ on the stage. No 
names in the picture to draw, but 
house expects to make the grade at 
$7,300, oke. Last week’s ‘Sucker 
Money’ (Kent) was the biggest dud 
the house has had in weeks, and if 
it hadn’t been for the vaude the 
gross certainly would have been a 
great deal under the fair $6,500 the 
house managed to corral. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40)—‘Hell 
Below’ (MG) and vaude. Swell bill, 
just about the type that will take 
in all sorts of fans. Opening pace 
brisk, and indications are that 
house be in the limelight all week, 
should be in the neighborhood of 
$14,500, good. Last week ‘Looking 
Forward’ (MG) slipped a bit but 
still oke at $11,400. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) and 11th 
Commandment’ (Majestic). House 
apparently suffering because of 
high prices compared with the other 
stands; if gross reaches $6,500 
there’ll be no complaints consider- 
ing everything. Last week ‘Bond- 
age’ (Fox) and ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Fox) got comments but failed to 
get coin; off at $5,300. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-40)—‘World 
Gone Mad’ (Maj) and ‘Cohens and 
Kellys’ (U). Looks the poorest 
thing in town This particular 
stand has been out of the running 
for weeks despite heroic efforts. 
Gross won’t go over $4,500, off. 
Last week ‘Song of the Eagle’ (Par) 





‘Black Beauty’ (Mono) and ‘Chris- 


topher Strong’ (RKO). Managing 
to keep out of the red; will be just 
under $2,000, fair. Last week 
‘Soldiers of the Storm’ (Col) and 





(French), $800. Last week dark. 


‘Parole Girl’ (Col) oke at $2,200. 


and ‘Rome Express’ (U); another 
instance where the show got the 
praise but failed to make a real 
showing; only $4,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25)—-_, 
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9 speed in the advertising, too. Looks ~ 
$4,200, good. Last week ‘Ramu’ + 
. s (Ind.), ‘Cowboy Counsellor’ (Mas.), 9 On aces 
dual, ditto. ° 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- By Cecelia Ager 
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and ‘Humanity’ (Fox). Mae West 
getting all the billing; catching on, i i : “ awit ey 
too; looks big at $4,000. It's the 3 a _When Races Clash age | turb them wh n they're fastening 
fifth week for ‘Wrong’ in Seattle Myrna Loy’s metamorphosis from] on their wings. How much harder 
Last week ‘Half Naked Truth’ impulsive exotic to restrained Nor- then for Nancy Carroll, the earth- 
Baltimore, May 15. (RKO), ‘Strictly Personal’ (Par). Cincinnati, May 15. dic encounters a stone wall in ‘The bound wife in question, who at the 
Business continues on the climb | dual, not bad, $3,200. ‘Barbarian’ is the loudest box- Barbarian,’ a set-back which, it is| time of the assault has not only just 
locally. A natural reaction to the} Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 15-25-35) | orace clicker currently with ‘Kiss | Ped, is only temporary. In order | finished a most difficult coiffure, but 
“ et pa ° We - al?’ ar - - i € oS o ees 7 . . . 7 
sluggish pace of the past two a — — stars Before the Mirror,’ next. Amos and|t© make her ultimate surrender to has a mascara brush in hand dark- 
months, and the current line-up, | with new moe Peeve : Andy, personaling at the Albee,|the Egyptian respectable, she ex-/| ening her eyelashes. Women know 


one of the strongest seen around, is 
helping. A glance over the list re- 
veals that practically every house in 
town has a whopper on the screen, 
while the two stage houses are 
bolstered with heavy vaude artil- 
lery. 

‘Hell Below,’ ‘Silver Cord,’ ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher,’ ‘Warrior’s Husband,’ 
‘Out All Night’ are all pictures that 
are in the money, no matter how 
you figure it. Heavy crowd in town 
on Saturday (13) for the running of 
the Preakness at Pimlico added 
nicely to the pick-up for the start 
of the week. In all, it’s happy days. 

‘Hell Below’ is the stand-out on 
picture strength alone. 

On critical standards ‘Silver 
Cord’ takes the honors this week. 
Getting the class trade to the Hip- ! 
podrome, while the yvaude at the 
spot garners the general run popu- 
lation. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
$5-40-55-65) — ‘Picture Snatchet’ 
CWB) and vaude. Anatole Fried- 
land revue and Rex Weber on the 
stage. Cagney has his fans also 
and vaude house should take $15,- 
000, fine in the general upbeat 
round town. Last week ‘Central 
Airport’ (FN) a disappointment for 
a Barthelmess picture at $12,600. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-65) — ‘Silver Cord’ 
(RKO) and vaude. Radio name 


strength on rostrum in the guise of 
Ray Perkins and Roy Smeck help- 
ing much as this standard vaude 
spot, while the picture is drawing 
mightily on the handout of excel- 
lent press reports and comments 
through town. Making for a grand 
$14,000. Last session was okay at 
$12,500 for ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 30- 
40-50)—‘Out All Night’ (U). Sum- 
merville and Pitts have developed 
into a box office comedy team of 
considerable proportions, and this 
One looks like it'll top $4,500. Pre- 
vious week only $3,200 for ‘Murders 
in Zoo’ (Par). 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 30-40-50) 
-—‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). Com- 
ment on this one for its unusualness 
is helping rather than hurting, 
which latter might have been ex- 
pected. May put over $3,000 for the 
session. Last week ‘Hello Sister’ 
(Fox) missed the mark at $2,000. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
40-55-65)—‘Hell Below’ (MG). Star 
strength is putting this one across 
in town nicely. Getting heavy plug- 
ging and getting male trade sel- 
dom seen in this house. Looks like 
$15,000, a mighty figure here. Last 
week ‘Today We Live’ (MG) fell 
away due to adverse comments all 
— the line to stop at $12,700, 
air. 


RAIN’S HELPING OUT 
PLENTY IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 15. 
The rain is helping the situation 
in general, with bookings appealing 

and the trade pretty well divided. 
Liggest ads being used this week 
by Paramount for Laurel and Hardy 
in ‘The Devil’s Brother.’ Fifth in 
circus bally for Crawford and 
Cooper in “Today We Live.’ Roxy 
billing ‘Hollywood Revue’ (stage) 
ahead of pix ‘The Woman I Stole,’ 
with advance pluggin’ for ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U) next. Musical revue 

replaces vaude at Hamrick’s Rex. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 25- 
40)—‘Today We Live’ (MG). Pretty 
good $6,800, but below last week’s 


‘Rasputin’ (MG), which led town 
with an okay $7,800. 
Roxy (J.-v. H.) (2,300; 25-35)— 


*Woman I Stole’ (Col), with ‘Holly- 
wood Revue’ and Johnny Dunn 
heading. On way to excellent $8,- 
600. Last week ‘Rome Express’ 
(U) and Madame Schumann-Heink, 
slow at $5,300, but good considering 
Schumann-Heink with Jack Craw- 
ford stage band presentation, at 
first pop appearance here did only 
$8,000 last June at the same house, 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40)—‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG). Her- 
alded as ‘big 10-reel screamie set to 


music, gay with romance,’ looks 
$5,500, good. Last week ‘Murder in 
the Zoo’ (Par), and ‘Hello, Sister’ 
(Fox), dual, fair at $5,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35)—‘Keyhole’ (WB). En route to 
probable $3,000, fair. Last week 


‘Great Jasper’ (RKO) slow at $2,800. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
$5)—‘Out All Night’ (U). Big bally 


for Slim and Zasu anticipates a 
good $4,000. Last week ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) dipped badly, pulled after 
six days, after oke first week at 
both Hamrick houses; only $2,600. 

Liberty (J.-v. H.) (2,000; 10-25)— 





‘Speed Demon’ (Col). Plenty of 


Gaieties,’ 24 gals in line, doz. or so 
principals. Sam Goldberg, pro- 
ducer, talent from L. A. and local, 
prices up a dime and stage main 
draw. Anticipates. good _ trade 
around $3,500. Last week ‘Man 
Hunt’ (RKO) and vaude, fair, $2,400. 


‘LITTLE GIANT’ $7,500, 
NOT SO BAD, DETROIT 


Detroit, May 15. 

Double billing at the State and 
an advertised triple bill at the Fox 
show that this town is trying to 
combat the shortage of paying cus- 
tomers. 

Five new attractions out of six 
and none of them mean anything. 
Both Fox and Michigan are plan- 
ning some kind of stage attraction 
in an attempt to stimulate before 
the summer lull arrives. 

The United Artists with ‘Little 
Giant’ and Edward G.. Robinson 
looks fair. This follows a mild 
week of ‘Picture Snatcher’ at that 
house. ‘Temple Drake’ is being 
shown as a ‘not for children’ opus, 
but is failing to attract. The State 
follows two profit weeks of ‘Ras- 
putin’ (which goes to the Fisher for 
a third week) ith a dual bill, 
‘Mussolini Speaks’ and ‘Girl Miss- 
ing.’ Bcth spell trouble. 

The RKO Downtown reverts back 
to straight pictures after a mild 
week with Gene and Glenn in per- 
son. House lost a little on the 
guarantee of $2,400, but these days 
the analysis is that otherwise it 
might have been worse. 

The Fox is offering ‘Pleasure 
Cruise,’ ‘My Pal the Prince’ and 
‘Krakatoa,’ the last two billed with 
the first of features. 

Last week four houses got a 
break on biz and came close to 








profit. The Michigan made a cou- 
ple of bucks with ‘Song of the 
Eagle’ and ‘Keyhole.’ The Fox 


sneaked over with ‘Big Cage’ and 
the State had its second profit week 
of ‘Rasputin.’ The United Artists 
with ‘Picture Snatcher’ came close 
to profit, but not quite, while the 
Downtown with ‘Phantom Broad- 
cast’ and Gene and Glenn in person, 
did likewise. 
Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (PP) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55) —‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Fail- 
ing to draw, $9,500, fair enough con- 
sidering. Last week ‘Song of the 
Eagle’ (Par) and ‘Keyhole’ (WB), 
$10,000. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Pleasure Cruise’ (Fox). A 
tender $5,000 in view. Last week 
‘Big Cage’ (U) okay at $6,500. 

Downtown (RKO) (2,750; 15-25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). 
If $3,800 lucky, poor. Last week 
‘Phantom Broadcast’ and Gene and 
Glenn in person, $4,400. 

State (P-U) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Mussolini Speaks’ (Col) and 
‘Girl Missing’ (WB). It looks like 
death this week, only $1,800. Last 
week ‘Rasputin’ (MG) in its second 
week got a nice $7,500. 

United Artists (P-P) (2,918; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—“Little Giant’ (FN). 
Points to about $7,500. Last week 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) weak at 
$4,900. 

Fisher (P-P) (2,665; 15-25-35-40) 
—‘Rasputin’ (MG). Mild $5,000 pre- 
saged. Last week ‘Central Airport’ 
(FN), $4,800. 


Pitt’s 11 Days’ Rain; 
‘Hell Below,’ $11,000 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 

They've started to look for Noah 
around here already. Eleven straight 
days of rain, downpours continuing 
over week-end, getting everybody 
off to a bad start, and doubtful if 
there'll be anything to cheer par- 
ticularly this session. 

Best entry looks*‘like ‘Hell Below’ 
at the Penn, which should get 
town’s top money, although $11,000 
isn’t much of a distinction at that. 
Picture liked, but weather’s against 
it and there’s some idea in the air 
that ii’s strictly a male draw. 

‘Zoo in Budapest’ disappointing at 
the Fulton. Rave notices but title’s 
agin’ it with the boys and girls un- 











their first local appearance, ground 
close to $9,000 on three days. 

All business here shrunk Satur- 
day from all-time Cincy record 
rainfall of over five-inches. Thea- 
tre trade revived in a big way Sun- 
day, when only opposish was 
double-header between Reds and 
Cubs, which drew 15,000 fans. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 30-55), “11th 
Commandment’ and personal ap- 
pearance of Amos ’n’ Andy Satur- 
day and Sunday (13-14) and ‘Clear 
All Wires’ (MG) in for the follow- 
ing four days. Pepsodent’s radio 
boosters did seven shows on each 
of their two days. Heavy rain Sat- 
urday morning hurt attendance’ at 
their first» two performances, but 
week looks like very big $16,000. 
Last week ‘A Bedtime Story’ (Par), 
$9,100, light. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55), ‘Kiss 
Before the Mirror’ (U). Indications 
for $8,500, good. Last week ‘Pick Up’ 
(Par) $9,200. : he 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55), “The 
Barbarian’ (MG). Novarro pulling 


$9,000, good. Last week ‘Sweep- 
ings’ (RKO) $5,500, oke. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40), 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB). Extra 


blurbed in dailies and on air in base- 
ball broadcasts. Drawing male pa- 
tronage for $6,000, average. Last 
week ‘Ex-Lady’ (WB) not so hot at 
$4,000, with cricks blaming story and 
support of Bette Davis. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 25-40), 
‘Terror Abroad’ (Par). Fair at $2,- 
200. Closing week for this house 
until fall. Last week ‘A Lady’s Pro- 
fession’ (Par) $1,600, poor. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30), ‘Big 
Cage’ (U) and ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 
(Fox). Split week. The former pic- 
ture was in just before the three- 
day engagement of the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace circus here, during which 
Clyde Beatty and his famous large 
and mixed cat act join the show, 
transferring from the Ringling out- 
fit. Looks like $2,800, dandy. Last 
week ‘Fast Worker’ (MG) and ‘Vam- 
pire Bat’ (Maj) $1,800, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25), 
‘Tonto Rim’ (Par) and ‘Iron Master.’ 


Split week; $2,300, fine. Last week 
‘Treason’ (Col) and ‘Exposure’ 
(Fischer) $1,900, fair. 

Strand (1,160; 15-25), ‘Kiss of 


Araby’ (Mono) and vaude topped by 
Harry Clark’s Co-Eds and Cadets; 
$3,000, fair, same as last week on 
‘Sucker Money’ (Stand) and five-act 
bill headlined by the Five Bonhairs. 
With trade off on account of warm 
weather, this theatre has cut Satur- 
day and Sunday shows from five to 
four, as on weekdays. 





Krasna Loaned to Metro 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Harry Cohn is lending Norman 
Krasna, who has been a sort of 
handy man on the Columbia lot, to 
Metro for 11 months, with his re- 
call optional on Cohn’s part, 

Krasna will labor on the script of 
‘Going, Going, Gone,’ in which Lee 
Tracy will be starred. Al Boasberg, 
who wrote the original, will prob- 
ably draw the megging job as his 
first directorial assignment. 





the Eagle’ (Par) and ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col). Weak comb may hit 
$3,000, with some help of 3.2 give- 
away glasses in lobby bar. Last 
week ‘Bondage’ (Fox) and ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (Fox) a surprise click at 
$4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25- 
40) ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). Cricks 
tossed their hats into the air for 
this one, but business a disappoint- 
ment. Title believed to have hurt 
its chances considerably, maybe $3,- 
800, not what this one should do. 
Last week ‘Perfect Understanding’ 
(UA) around $3,300. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Hell Below’ (MG). First-rate 
thriller but takings, with a $11,000 
the present outlook, way below ex- 
pectations. Last week ‘Secrets’ (UA) 
a disappointment at $8,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Lilly Turner’ (WB). B. O. respira- 
tion Chatterton got in ‘Frisco Jenny’ 
will be dissipated by this one. May- 





plains now and then, although no- 


was an Egyptian herself. 

Now comes a battle between her 
Caucasian and Egyptian heredities, 
which makes Miss Loy proud and 
haughty one moment, swooning with 
elemental emotions the next. Her 
blood calls to Egypt and the par- 
ticular sheik assigned her, but the 
Anglo-Saxon environment in which 
she was brought up won't let her 
be. She's in a pretty pickle, all the 
tougher for her to illustrate because 
it’s such a phony pickle. 

When, nestled in a sand dune, her 
head pillowed against the trunk of 
a prop palm tree, she listens to an 
old Egyptian love chant that just 
happens to be written in good dance 
tempo, too, conscientiously she in- 
dicates her responsive ecstasy by 
opening her mouth slightly and 
curling her lip. When the Cau- 
casian in her has the upper hand, 
she keeps her mouth closed and 
looks straight ahead. 

Miss Loy’s wardrobe is smartly 
equipped for all the exigencies. of 
an Egyptian sojourn. She travels 
the Sahara on camel back in a white 
linen suit with well fitted divided 
skirt, binds a dark muffler about 
her throat, puts on high black pat- 
ent leather boots to keep the sand 
out of her stockings, and defeats 
the sun’s rays with a _ shallow 
crowned panama hat tilted gaily 
over one eye. She climbs a pyramid 
in a long sleek beaded evening 
dress, and when the desert air 
grows chill, sends for her little 
shoulder cape of beaded net. Be- 
cause she came to Egypt originally 
to marry a British engineer, she’s 
got a white satin hridal costume, 
too, and believes that wedding veils 
should be appended to white net 
pill box toques banded with orange 
blossoms and slammed on cock- 
eyed to smash any doubt about her 
being a true bright young thing. 





Fast War Worker 


‘The Eagle and the Hawk,’ an- 
other grim lesson on the horrors of 
war, includes a dispassioned ro- 
mantic interlude with Carole Lom- 
bard. 

Miss Lombard, it seems, waits in 
an elegant London drawing room 
for aviators home on leave. She 
stands beside the mantel, looking 
frightfully enigmatic. Her face is 
a mask of smooth make-up, her 
mouth full-lipped, glistening, her 
hair a studied coiffure of deep 
blonde bangs, the rest of her locks 
drawn severely back above her 
ears. She is an eyeful, but avia- 
tors with shattered nerves are 
‘stubborn and won't look at her. So 
when, distracted and bored, they 
leave the party, she snatches up 
her white dolman evening wrap 
heady with white fox, runs out 
after them, leaps into their taxi, 
and after a bit says ‘Your home or 
mine?’ 

Miss "Lombard wastes neither 
time, nor words. Afterwards she 
pins a cluster of gardenias on her 
pillow, attached to a farewell note. 
This is war. 





Test For Wives 

It’s no use asking your wife if 
she’s faithful, ‘The Kiss Before the 
Mirror’ maintains; She’ll only look 
you straight in the eye and lie. But 
if you can’t help being inquisitive 
anyway, here’s a test that’s short, 
that’s pleasant, and that works be- 
sides. 

Come home some afternoon. 
Simulate fatigue. Your wife will 
suggest you rest on the chaise 
longue in her boudoir. She will 
then resume her place before her 
dressing table mirror and go on 
with her toilette. She’s getting 
ready to go out to play bridge, she 
will explain. Now, while she is gaz- 
ing intent in the mirror, you creep 
up behind her, grab her unawares, 





der the impression it’s another e , : : 
animal piatone and they're fed up be $8,500, maybe not. Last week/and give her a good resounding 
on that here. Will be lucky to Pre Man’ (WB) all right at kiss, taking care to disarrange her 
gather $3,800, and deserving of ee (WB) (2,000; 25-25-50) | hair, If straightway she flies into 
twice that. Not more than $3,000 in] ., oe sna? (tats  Ehastae |@ tantrum, she’s got a lover. It was 
prospect for ‘Song of the Eagle’ and — This Is coat wel aes bin enr ‘for him that she was dressing, of 
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satisfied with $4,800 at Warner in| 
seven days, ‘From Hell to Heaven’ 
having been yanked day ahead o 
schedule. 
Estimates for This Week 
Davis (1,700; 25-30-40) ‘Song of} 


scenes due to reckless cutting by | 
censors, all of which won't be of 
much help. In seven days, will be | 
lucky to get $4,800, ‘From Hell to | 
Heaven’ (Par) having been yanked | 
after five days last week to brutal | 
$3,900. 


her. That’s all there is to it. Simple, 
safe, and sure, proving, at the same 
time, that ‘The Kiss 3efore 
Mirror’ was written by a man. 

Angels in heaven, women know, 


body's asked her, that her mother | 


jturn into devils should anyone dis- | 





the 


the pain of it wher mascara, not yet 
dry, is smudged by a clumsy em- 
brace. They know what a women 
suffers achieving the flawless per- 
fection Miss csrroll had attained 
just before her husband's caress. 
‘Tis true she has a lover, yes, it 
happens she has, but were she eter- 
nally faithful her fury would flame 
as fiercely at her husband's awk- 
wardness, at his unfeeling upsetting 
of that most painstaking, exacting 
process—a women's grooming. He 
deserves to be betrayed, the brute. 
No woman will blame her. Her 
lover at least, they are sure, does 
not kiss her while she's dressing. 
He is sensitive; he understands. 





Beds for Bette 

‘Ex-Lady’ provided at least a good 
rest for Bette Davis. There was 
always a bed about for her to crawl 
in or out of, and whenever she 
wearied of beds—sofas, divans, and 
even cushions on the floor. 

So many opportunities for reclin- 
ing sort of got Miss Davis hipped 


‘on the subject, though. A wife and 


a commercial artist at the same 
time, she couldn't draw pictures ly- 
ing down; it made her think of 
honeymoons in Havana. She grew 
all confused. Languor set in, and 
with it the inability to stick to one 
line of conduct. To be almost con- 
tinuously horizontal was soothing 
enough, but it interfered terribly 
with her logic, so she was forever 
leaving her husband, following him, 
resenting him and running back to 
him, 

For cushions-on-the-floor, Miss 
Davis uses one piece satin pyjamas. 
For regulation beds, she likes two 

(Continued on page 63) 





Gastronomical Softies, 
Chatterers Can’t Take It 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Chatter writers, mag reviewers 
and mildly honored guests of the 
major studios at projection room 
previews and studio parties soured 
on the producers last week after 
three affairs at which bear and hot 
dogs were the viands reckoned to 
tempt their gastronomical tastes, 
After the third party, the guests 
complained of indigestion caused by 
the roughage they consumed, and 
of coarse food offered. They missed 
the turkey, and beer is no longer a 


novelty. 
Following the noonday party 
staged by Metro on the ‘Tugboat 


Annie’ set last Monday (8), chat- 
terers burped a bit and hoped that 
in the future producers would fur- 
nish the old style luncheons of more 
refined groceries. 

Tuesday they trekked out to 
Westwood for victuals and a look 
at Fox’s ‘Adorable.’ In their hearts, 
they felt that Fox would spread for 
them one of those buffet affairs 
wherein choice pieces of white meat 
were the piece-de-resistance. Upon 
entering the class studio cafe, there 
was the beer and hot dogs. 

Wednesday, they were back at 
Metro again. By this time, the beer 
and hot dogs were repeating as 
often as the chatterers. With heavy 
hearts they sat through ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart.’ Before entering the projec- 
tion room, they were politely in- 
formed that beer and the inevitable 
dogs would be served following the 
picture, 

Little of the food was consumed 
by the visiting mob. There were 
requests for bicarbonate of soda. 





Myles Connolly’s First 


Hollywood, May 15. 
First picture to be supervised by 
Myles Connolly on his return to 
Radio will be ‘Blonde Poison.’ 
Donald Henderson Clarke is pre- 
paring the story. 
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RALPH G. FARNUM 


Announces the Opening 
of Offices 
On the Mezzanine Floor of the 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 








Theatrical Artists, Writers and Directors 

Desiring Competent, Honest, and Con- 

scientious Business Representation for 

Motion Pictures, Radio, Musical Comedy 
and Dramatic Productions 


COMMUNICATE WITH 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
Hollywood, California 





Telephones: roa 

HOLLYWOOD 1945, 1946 able Address: 

Or “RALFARNUM 
Hollywood” 


HOLLYWOOD 2442 
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Rich European Film Markets Soon 
For U. S. as Tani Walls Topple 


. 


With June 1 approaching, the 


American film industry is facing 
the best prospects in Europe it has 
ever had in the matter of quotas. 
French law, it is learned from 
semi-official circles, is about ready 
to be signed, and it will give 
America absolute freedom of com- 
merce in film biz in that country. 
German law is not completely out- 
lined yet, but it is learned that it, 
too, will be of great assistance to 
American films, Certainty that the 
teeth of both laws will be removed. 

In France there has been no an- 
mouncement of what the govern- 
ment will do. That's as usual, new 
laws being simply announced when 
completed. Old law lapses June 1, 
but will probably be continued a 
month or more by special order to 
allow the government a bit more 
time. New law is being held up 
because of general economic condi- 
tions and because France prefers 
to await the outcome of the world 
conference, set for June 12 in Lon- 
dion, which may change the course 
of events. 

A Reciprocal Clause 

Sources close to the French gov- 

ernment, however, indicate that the 


(Continued on page 27) 


Old Paris House Tries 
Everything, Now Wired 


Paris, May 5b. 

Sound is being installed at the 
Gaite Rochechouart, one of the old- 
est French film houses, Theatre has 
managed to stick out talkers until 
now, .but management has finally 
decided to give in. 

When the talker thing came in, 








-the Gaite Rochechouart stuck to 


silents for a long time. Supply of 
these eventually ran out and thea- 
tre tried vaude, shifting policies sev- 
eral times before the present one 


was decided on. 





Second Prague Studio 


Prague, May 2. 

Besides the A. B. film atelier, 
Czechoslovakia will soon have a 
second big film studio, to be estab- 
lished by the Collegia Film Pro- 
duction company, headed by O. 
Kanturek, Dr. Gert and Carl Bruell. 

Plant will be erected on exten- 
sive ground next to the Sample 
Fair Palace. The Collegia com- 
pany is planning this year to pro- 
duce eight sound films, in the 
Czech, German, Frer h and Eng- 
lish languages. The first film to 
be made will be ‘The Gypsy Baron,’ 
to be followed by ‘Night in Venice.’ 

Two Czech films come next with 
Viasta Burian, the Czech comedian, 
in the chief roles. The new Prague 
film company will also stage a 
Czech historical film ‘Sarka.’ 


‘Sovkino Quits Berlin 


Berlin, May 15. 

Local office of the Soviet film 
companies has closed up and the 
distributors here have left. Talk 
is that they'll open a new office in 
Prague to handle Central Europe. 

New Hitler government has been 
very hard on the Russe films, bar- 
ring all of them as Communistic 
propaganda. Hence the decision to 
pack up. 


SHELVE ‘PROSPERITY’ 
Moscow, May 2. 
Film ‘Prosperity,’ allegedly de- 
picting life in the U.S.A., has been 
-shelved, probably for good. Even 
Soviet critics were not taken in by 
its bogus America and said things 
about it no kinder than those said 








- in these columns by ‘Variety’s’ Mos- 


cow sleuth. After a short run in 
one of the leading theatres here it 
has disappeared and no tears are 
being shed over its ignominious re- 
treat. 


LOCAL COLOR JUNKET 
Mexico City, May 11. 
Wallace Smith, Metro scenarist, 
is here seeking plot material for a 
Mex picture company proposes to 
make soon. Smith expects to spend 
several weeks here and in other 
parts of the country seeking plot 
data and getting an insight into 
Mex customs, philosophy, etc. 
Smith’s Mex script will deal with 
the late Pancho Villa of gory fame. 
Wallace Beery is cast for the title 
role, 











Dubbing MGM ‘Interlude’ | 
Covers Only the Asides | 





Famine in Blondes 





Barcelona, May 4. 

Paramount theatre here as a 
buildup for ‘Blonde Venus’ 
fanfared the fact that all 
blondes would be allowed into 
the theatre free. 

It was a safe bet. Not a 
single blonde showed up. 














Metro started dubbing in New 
York last week on ‘Strange Inter- 
lude.’” Regular speeches in the film 
will be left in English, but the 
asides dubbed into Spanish. It’s the 
first bit of dubbing the company 
has attempted in New York and is 
for the one film only. 

Metro’s films for the Spanish 
market have been handled straight 
thus far with superimposed titles. 
Company couldn’t figure out a way, 
however, for using titles on this 
picture and decided on the trick 
treatment as a test. 


FRANCE RAISES 
TALENT WALLS 


Paris, May 6. 

A presidential decree has been is- 
sued limiting the. percentage of for- 
eign musicians in orchestras, caba- 
rets, etc. Another new measure has 
just been fixea to limit foreign com- 
petition in the theatres and motion 
picture studios, as well. 

The proportion of foreign actors 
permitted in theatres beginning with 
May 1 is 10% for straight dramatic 
productions, Plays with music are 
allowed an additional 10% of choral 
singers and 20% dancers. This ap- 
plies also to high grade cabarets. 
For vaudeville attractions and re- 
vues the percentage is increased to 
half the entire personnel. 

In the studios, foreign actors and 
workers in any field are limited to 
10% if their total number does not 
exceed 100; to 15% up to 200; 27% 
up to 300; 25% for the maximum 
over 300. 











Brussels, May 5. 

The new French decree fixing the 
proportion of foreign artists en- 
gaged in that country has raised a 
storm of protest here. Under the 
presidency of M. Van Obbergh, star 
baritone of Brussels opera, the com- 
mittee of the Belgian Union of Art- 
ists immediately met and submitted 
a resolution to the Minister of In- 
dustry calling. for a quota system 
for the regulation of the employ- 
ment of French actors in Belgium. 

M. Van Obbergh states that in all 
principal Belgian theatres French 
artists are occupying places now 
required for Belgians returning from 
France. Theatre Royal de la Mon- 
naie, Brussels, for example, has a 
35% staff. 


Dutch. Native-Mades 


The Hague, May 6. 
A serious attempt toward native 
films is now on its way in Amster- 
dam, where the Cinetone Films, 
Ltd., has just been established. Stu- 
dio is to be installed in a closed 
margarine factory. Production to 








be directed by two Dutch managers, 
who have had expedience in Ger- 
many. 

Holland has already competing 
film companies making sound news- 
reels, but though there were a few 
small studios making other films, no 
attempt has so far been made to 
produce films of any length. A few 
experiments were carried on and a 
100% Dutch talker was produced 
but disagreement between author, 
producer and actors was responsible 
for failure attached to it. 


ALL-BELGIAN STUDIO 


Brussels, May 6. 

Belgium is at last to make a real 
attempt at film producing. 

A studio, covering 10,000 square 
meters, will be erected at Forest, 
near Brussels, by a company formed 
with Belgium capital, and which in- 
tends to employ Belgians only from 
stars to gatemen, | 

















New French Film Co. | 
Paris, May 4. 

A new French motion picture pro- 
ducing company, known as the 
S. N. C. (Societe Nicoise Cinemato- 
graphique), has H. Blanchon as di- 
rector of productions. 

It is now under way with its first 
offering, ‘Dernieere Nuit’ (‘The Last | 
Night’) in the works, at the studios | 
of Nicoea-Films, at Saint ees 
du-Var. 





lits apologies for the incident, and 


French Studios Veering 
Toward Royalty-Fee 
Classics for Stories 





Paris, May 65. 

More and more French produc- 
tion is heading towards the South 
of France. Latest to show up is 
a Pathe-Natan crew for filming of 
‘Les Miserables’ at the Antibes 
studios. 

Pathe-Natan has now decided to 
stick pretty much to classics for 
film material where possible rather 
than taking chances on originals or 
modern plays. 

‘Two Orphans’ is doing good biz 
for the company and Diamant- 
Berger’s ‘Three Musketeers’ is also 
rolling up nice grosses, so Natan 
figures the classics are plenty good 
enough for box office. And there’s 
no story purchase price to worry 
about, 


DUTCH CRITICS COLD 
TO UFA CHIEF'S PLEA 


The Hague, May 4, 

Ufa agency in Holland invited 
Dutch film-critics fo a lunch in 
Amsterdam; requested critics to 
help in stopping antagonistic propa- 
ganda against German films. 

Critics said they would promise 
nothing and would continue to view 
German films with an open mind 
and would condemn what they 
thought fit. 

They were not over-enthusiastic 
over Ufa-promise that one film was 
being brought out in which a Jew- 
ish actor takes a principal part. 
This was to prove that German 
anti-semitic sentiment had been 
exaggerated. Critics refused to 
swallow this bait. 

The press-manager of Ufa in 
Amsterdam, who sought’ to defend 
the Ufa policy, is a Jew himself. 


IMPORTER OFF GERMANS 


Leo Brecher Switches to French 
Product in New York 

















Leo Brecher has bought the Amer- 
ican distribution rights to ‘July 
Fourteenth,’ Rene Clair’s new 
French picture. Film will be treated 
with American titles and possibly 
shown in New York on July 14 for 
its opening date, that day being the 
beginning of the four-day French 
Iadependence holiday. 

Brecher, a pioneer German film 
distrib in the U. S., is not purchas- 
ing any more German films for the 
time being, feeling that the Hitler 
thing is too serious. He’s concen- 
trating especially on French films 
and has three other new ones. 
‘Madamoiselle Nituuche,’ ‘Voyage 
des Noces’ ani ‘Mate de la Rosa.’ 


Nazis Halt ‘Hotel’ Due 
To Race of Vicki Baum 





Berlin, May 6. 
The largest house in Braun- 
schweig (big town in mid-Ger- 


many) was forced by Nazis to dis- 
continue ‘Grand Hotel’ on _ the 
ground that Vicki Baum, the au- 
thor, is a Jewess and that she is 
alleged to have made unfriendly 
remarks about the new Germany. 
It is a case of local individual ar- 
bitrariness, action not being en- 
dorsed by the government, since the 
picture having passed censorship, 
there is no legal way to stop it. 
A similar case happened in Ber- 
lin a few weeks ago, when in the 
Capitol a few individual Nazis 
went up to the projection room and 
stopped a picture because they 


| didn’t like it. 


It happened to be a German 
Paramount production and the very 
next day the government tendered 


Sheehan and Kane 


Sail, to Speed 


Fox European Producing Machine 





Iris Foster Press Agenting 
‘Berkeley Sq.’ for Britain 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Fox has hired Iris Foster, Eng- 
lish newspaperwoman, for three 
weeks to handle the British pub- 
licity on ‘Berkeley Square.’ 
Miss Foster is Hollywood rep for 
‘Film Weekly’ and ‘Daily Mail.’ 


BERLIN BECKONS 
FILM REFUGEES 


Paris, May 15. 

German government has couriers 
here trying to convince several of 
the German film refugees that it’s 
all right if they want to come back 
home. Not all have been invited, 
but most of the ranking directors 
and producers have. Thus far none 
of them has acquiesced. 

Quite a considerable German film 
colony here now. Some of the best 
German producers, directors, writers 
and technicians are here. The Cafe 
Colysee has taken on the aspect of 
the Bristol in Berlin and the faces 
seen around the Bristol bar a year 
ago are now daily to be seen at the 
Colysee. 

Some of the German film refugees 
are non-Jews. Many of them, even 
though not Jewish, figured that the 
anti-Jew law on production in Ger- 
many would be too much of a 
handicap and left on that account. 
Others left because known to have 
liberal views that the Nazi regime 
wouldn’t be likely to go for. 

French Attitude 

It is learned via local gossip and 
report that Ufa has made over- 
tures to four or five independent 
producers to go back and start the 
vast Ufa plant working again on 
something like a production pro- 
gram, Even several Jews have been 
invited back though under strict 
Nazi supervision. 

Frenchmen don’t know quite what 
to make of the German invasion. 
They're not welcoming the Germans 
in with any haste, preferring to 
wait and choose. Those with con- 
siderable money are getting prefer- 
ential play. Most of the German 
refugees brought money with them. 

French filmers are afraid to take 
too many of the lads in for fear 
they'll usurp the local industry and 
yet they can’t ignore them com- 
pletely. Also most of the localities 
need money. Biggest of the French 
companies, however, despite every- 
thing, are pursuing a strictly hands- 
off policy for the time being. 











Prague as Film Asylum 


Washington, May 15. 

Faced with the rigid censorship 
and control under the Hitler regime, 
German and Soviet film companies 
are looking things over at Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, with an eye toward 
production there, according to re- 
ports here. 

Companies would use the new 
ultra-modern studios at Barrandov, 
near Prague. Idea is to make the 
German, French and Czech versions 
of the pics which Nazis have 
clamped down on, 


BLUMENTHAL’S OWN CO. 
Paris, May 4. 

As a result of the recent Para- 
mount shake-up, Dick Blumenthal 
decided to strike out for himself and 
recently lined up a. personnel for 
his own company. 

Blumenthal will specialize in 
shorts for Paramount release. His 
initial production, completed, is en- 
titled ‘The Re-Birth of the French 
Song,’ and is directed by Christian 
Chamborant, with music of old and 





modern French songs arranged by 
Maurice Naggiar. In the cast are 
Janine Guise, Tillio and Charlesky. 











saw to it that no further disturb- 
ance interfered with. this particu- 
lar picture. 


clade Siete | 


New U Havana Chief 


Lewis Lieser has been made new 
Universal manager in Havana. He 
replaces G. Kusiel. 

Kusiel is in New York awaiting 
appointment to another post. j 


New Brussels Deluxer 
Brussels, May 3. 


Brussels’ newest cinema, the FEl- 


| dorado, 3,000 seats, will open not 
later than June 9. Proprietors al- 
ready Own Monnaie and Victoria 
cines here. 

Eldorado, situated on Place de/' 
Brouckere, right in center of city 
will be a blaze of lights, something 
new for this country. 


| Clayton Sheehan and Robert Kane 
sailed suddenly for Europe Wednes- 
day (10) on the maiden voyage of 
the Washington to start Fox's Euro- 
pean production activity. Decision 
to get started was reached only one 
day previously in conferences be- 
tween the couple and Sydney Kent, 
Fox prexy. 

Chances are, it is understood, that 
the trip will be a very short one, 
since Fox has men and arrange- 
ments practically set in both Berlin 
and Paris for a quick start. If it 
takes more than a few days to get 
things started Kane will remain to 
oversee, while Sheehan returns 
within a fortnight. Otherwise both 
will return in that time. 

Foreign Money Working 

In Paris the Braunberger-Richebe 
studios will probably be signed for 
Fox production and Andre Daven 
will start the first of 12 pictures be- 
fore the end of the month. 

Berlin is still a questionable spot. 
It’s the non-Jew thing that has Fox 
worried. Fox would like Eric Pom- 
mer to work on versions in Berlin 
and Paris. Pommer has been given 
a governmental okay to produce 
films, but Fox wants to be sure 


(Continued on page 53) 





Sunk on Germans, Hub 
Exhib Will Try Japs 


Boston, May 15. 

Fine Arts theatre folds tomor- 
row, directly due to patrons giving 
thumbs down on German films. Up 
to Swastika flare up, German pic- 
tures were the best patronized of 
all foreigns. George Kraska, man- 
ager, had stocked up in advance 
on German bookings, Russian 
French and rest being mostly out 
because of failure to appeal. Now, 
Kraska is off to New York to scout 
the alien agencies, expecting, for 
one thing, to book in all available 
films banned by Hitler. 

Kraska says he will even try 
some Jap cinema. He hopes to re- 
open soon. 

This arty executive has insti- 
tuted many novelties. Among the 
crits he is known as the space 
grabber as he gets major reviews 
and plenty of features, whereas his 
house is a scant advertiser. 








Sussman Home-Bound 


Jerry Sussman, special Para- 
mount foreign department represent- 
ative, leaves Johannesburg, South 
Africa, for New York this week, to 
confer with h.o. execs. He's going 
via Paris and London and won't get 
here until about July. 

John B. Nathan, Par’s Central 
American chief, gets into New York 
today (16) for conferences with 
John Hicks, head of the department. 





TOBIS SHOWS ’32 LOSS 
The Hague, May 4, 

Annual report of International 
Tobis Co., Ltd., gives the loss in 
1932 as $15,388, bringing the total 
loss on balance sheet up to $192,060. 
After reorganizing ‘daughter’ com- 
panies, the German company han- 
dles interests. in Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Finland, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Jugoslavia, Hungary, Bul- 
garia, Rumania, Russian border 

states, Switzerland and Japan, 





ALL BUT THE KIDS 


Brussels, May 65. 
The manager of a cinema at Lode- 
linsart, near Charleroi, has been 


days for admitting children to an 
adults-only show. 

The doormen were fined $5 each 
on the same count and the children’s 
parents were also mulcted in $5 
each. 


U’S FOREIGN PIC REMAKE 


Hollywood, May 15. 








Universal has bought the foreign 
made picture, ‘Mystery of the Blue 
; Room,’ which will be remade here 
ifor the English speaking countries. 

Henry Henigson is to supervise. 


More ‘Lost Souls’ Ban 
Island of Lost (Par) con- 
tinues to get complete turndowns in 
various world spots. Past week 
| saw the picture barred in New Zea- 
land and Singapore. 
Film has already been 


her 


Souls’ 


barred in 


England and several ot impore 


tant territories 
; 


fined $25 and sent to prison for 10 + 
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“1 COVER THE 
WATERFRONT” 
for the 
N. Y. TIMES 


“1 went to’see this picture 
‘with the feeling of a busman 
on a holiday, but! was never 
so royally entertained and 


thrilled.” —George Horne 





“1 COVER THE 
WATERFRONT” 
for the 
City NEWS ASSOCIATION 


This picture was like an in- 
timate friend from home! | 
enjoyed every bit of it. At 
last somebody took the thrills 
and romance of the water- 


front and gave it vivid life!” 
—John Regan 


Tuesday, May 16, 1933 











“1 COVER THE 
WATERFRONT” 
for the 
WORLD-TELEGRAM. 


“What struck me more than 
anything else is how they 
got so much into this picture! 
| was thrilled every minute. 
One of the finest pictures I've 


ever seen!”  —Jomes E. Duffy 


na 





“1 COVER THE 
WATERFRONT” 
for the 
N. ¥. EVENING POST 


“Here's a picture that strikes 
an amazing balance of spec- 
tacle, romance and discrim- 
ination. A truly distinguished 


piece of work.” 
—Rayness Copeland 
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WATERFRONT” WATERFRONT” WATERFRONT” WATERFRONT” 
for the for the for the for the | : 
N.Y. AMERICAN EVENING JOURNAL CITY NEWS ASSN. HERALD-TRIBUNE | 
| | “ P P 7 
“The hero of this picture “Been doing it for 25 years! “Anyone who has ever been “Here's apicture that catches : 
, never saw the beauty and But it remained for this pic- on a boat should see this the spirit: of the waterfront 
glamor of the harbor until ture to give me my greatest picture! It enthralled me be- more realistically than any- iq 


“| COVER THE 


he saw it through the eyes 
of this girl! There's the theme 
of the story! It held me spell- 
bound! Romance, thrillingly 


—John Sampson 


R THE 


done!” 














“| COVER THE 


waterfront thrill! A love story 
against a background of 
action ... something [ shall 


always remember!” 


—James P. Lanehart 


| COVERS EVERVTI 





“| COVER THE 


yond words! Flawless and 


masterfully executed!” 
‘——James McCloskey 





POO x 


“t COVER THE 


thing I've ever seen!” 
. Richard Reagan 
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FILNA HOUSE REVIEWS 
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RKO ROXY 


New York, May 12. 
Radio City’s smaller house, which 
has had a since 
opening in 


career 


and taken it 


checkered 
December 


on the chin through pictures, is 
going into straight vaudeville two 
weeks from now. Something border- 


ing on vaude was in effect up to a 
couple weeks ago, with acts work- 
ing in front of a stage band, but 


that, too, failed to work out, so 
house went back to presentation 
items, of which there are three 


sprinkled on the show this week. 

The RKO Roxy might get by so 
far as its stage is concerned. It’s 
principally hampered by the film 
product available, with Music Hall 
taking first choice on RKO-Radio 
pictures, as well as any obtainable 
from the outside. This has forced 
the Radio City fathers to delve into 
the independent field from time to 
time for a feature to fill up what 
playdates are open after second 
cheice of major product has been} 
exhausted. 

This week the house exhibits 
‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ (U), which’ 
will probably do better at the box 
office than many of the past, no- 
tably last week’s ‘India Speaks’ 
(Radio), which left the gross at a 
new low. 

‘Kiss Before Mirror’ has Nancy 
Carroll, Frank Morgan, Paul Lukas 
afid Gloria Stuart in its cast, a 
group of names that will not repre- 


sent potent draft, but will still top 
that of the average picture on view 
over here. There may be some 
benefit from favorable criticism of 
picture as against almost certainty 
ni if any, patrons will give it a 
ab. 

Main platform entry is In an 
Orange Grove,’ which starts out 
with the revue-acrobatic act of the 
Colleano Family. Curiously enough, 
the punch feature of the Colleanos, 
the double somersault from floor to 
floor, which first brought them no- 
tiee, is among things missing here. 
Colleanos open, as they do in yvaude, 
with dance specialties, set off by 
clowning and comicalities of Mau- 
rice, Breaking the change to full 
again for comedy risley and teeter- 
board routines. Maurice unloads 
his clever dance single in one. Like 
his brothers and sisters, he has 
developed from an acrobat into a 
pretty capable dancer. The girls, 
with their various singles, go in 
more for the acrobatic type of terp- 
sichore, and except for one, who's 
still too much the tumbler, no one 
would ever suspect they once com- 
prised a big top attraction. 

While it’s probable the RKO Roxy 
let out the double somersaulting 
stunt, it may be that the Colleanos 
have themselves dumped that. Be- 
-tween the Colleanos and the flash 
fullstage presentation for the finale, 
the Gertrude Hoffman Girls do their 
web. routine, which has been seen in 
other picture houses. 

Friday night at the last deluxe 
show one of the girls remained in 
the air, suspended by one foot, un- 
til the finish, although the others 
had gotten down ty the stage floor. 
Not clear whether this was in- 
tended or not, but little reason ap- 
parent why one should stay up. 
Looked like she couldn’t get her 
foot out of the loop holding it for 
layout and other work. 

An effective orange idea invests 
the finale with color, oranges on 
four trees that moved around the 
stage lighting up as the curtain 
readies for its drop on the scene. 
The trees are on a circular portion 
of the stage which revolves. 

In this setting the comedy adagio 
trio of Gine, De Quincey and Lewis 
gain the most attention. Similar to 
other trios going comical on the 
adagio, this act is as effective on 
jaughs as any of them. Played the 
Musieal Hall two weeks ago. 

There's nothing heavy weight 
about the ‘Orange Grove’ number 
er the stage complement as a whole, 
but layout pleases the average 
taste. Two other interludes are an 
impressionistic mumber by the 
Heffman Girls and an _ overture 
presentation, ‘Gypsy Echoes,’ ar- 
ranged by Earle Moss. On latter 
house provides a full stage picture 
of a gypsy camp, with Natalie Bo- 
dansky, sop, and Eric Titus, tenor, 
yoeal-chording an appropriate duet, 
backed by the Roxy choral ensem- 
ble. An unbilled dancer tops it all 
in a brief dance. It’s nothing spe- 
cial. 

In their ‘Over the Waves’ num- 
ber the Hoffman line reveals itself 
in a very odd routine, but staged 
and lighted effectively, with idea of 
girls being under water forcefully 
limned, it impresses deeply. Unique 
music accompaniment of the tim- 


pani serves to heighten the effect 
of the number. 

Filler-outers include newsreel, 
Cc. A. J. Parmentier at the organ 
and a two-reel comedy of the 
Lambs series with Leon Errol and 
others, ‘The Poor Fish’ (Col). 

Business Friday evening didn’t 
look like red would be avoided this 
week, Char. 


MUSIC HALL 
New York, May 12. 
It's John Murray Anderson week 
at the bigger Radio City house. A 
bit of his, called ‘The Nightingale 
and the Rose,’ is the featured stage 


attraction, so the entire theatre de- 
partment locked its sense of humor 
safely in the vault and fitted up 


the rest of the show to fit the An- 
derson lines. 

Looks like one of those senseless 
backstage fights between several 
stagers and the devil with the audi- 
ence. Three parts to the stage 
show, all built along the same lines, 
flashy, extravagant, colorful, inane. 
Radio City’s giant stage was built 
to allow for flash. But somebody 
over there ought to be told that 
adjectives minimize effect rather 
than heighten. If they revolve 
the stages three times during one 
production, the mechanics lose their 
entire novelty, worth, or importance. 
Once, its swell stuff. 

Show opens with a beautiful flash 

on “The Giant Cage.’ Curtains part 
showing the stage slowly moving 
up with a big cage taking up the 
entire space and the Roxyettes in- 
side as animals. Nick Long, Jr., is 
supposed to be the trainer. Stage 
coming up as it does is quite breath- 
taking and _ effective. Roxyettes 
then go into a routine and no one’s 
ever said anything against their 
dancing. Reminiscent somewhat of 
an Albertina Rasch routine this 
week, but it’s an effective number. 
Russell Markert steged it and de- 
serves a bow, except that he might 
have had Long doing a more effec- } 
tive dance. He’s completely lost. 
Second bit is a sort of human 
organ. Harold Kravitt in a side 
box sings “The Lost Chord.’ Stage 
slowly lights up to show a gigantic 
organ occupying most of the stage 
space, And the organ pipes, it 
slowly becomes evident, are made 
up of the choral ensemble, all of 
whom then. begin singing the song 
in accompaniment. For a finish the 
good old reliable Roxy angels are 
brought up on a background float, 
blowing their trumpets. It’s garish 
and bad taste besides being none 
too new an idea, but it’s a flash, 
and that’s what the stagers were 
evidently striving for. No one gets 
billing credit for this interlude, 
Newsreel sandwiched in here, and 
that leads up to the Anderson con- 
tribution, a ballet based on one of 
Oscar Wilde’s fairy tales. Unfor- 
tunately, nothing much happens in 
the story, so Anderson goes in for 
considerable padding. And how 
that boy can pad! 
A soprano in a nice voice sings 
the poem of the ‘Nightingale and 
the Rose.’ The ballet corps does a 
number. Lots of persons, male and 
female, walk across the stage in 
bright costumes. More costumes 
are paraded. Still more costumes 
are paraded. Then Anderson is 
ready to get down to business. All 
three stages revolve for a new set 
and the story starts. Off on the 
left a girl is reading the story, while 
onstage several persons are acting 
it out. It’s a poet who wants to 
dance with the princess, but she 
wants a rose. The nightingale, 
hearing of it, gets the rose for the 
poet, killing herself while doing it. 
Harriet Hoctor is the nighingale 
and that gives her a chance to do 
that same dance of hers that has 
at various times been called a 
raven, a bluebird, or what koe you. 
She’s still a great technician and 
garners a full and deserved round 
of applause with her number, but 
it does seem as though she could 
re-routine it somewhat. 

Patricia Bowman, the regular 
house ballerina, doesn’t show this 
week. Many will attempt com- 
parisons of the two. No doubt about 
Miss Hoctor’s being the better 
technician of the two, but the Bow- 
man gal has real versatility which 
will put her eventually at the top 
of all ballerina lists, ° 

Miss Hoctor’s dance is about all 
that happens. Nobody else does 
anything except pose and parade 
costumes. It’s a fair enough flash 
number, though too long, and would 
have been all right if the rest of 
the bill had been built up to it or 
around it. But with ali three por- 
tions of the stage entertainment to 
get their effect entirely from flash, 
it’s a bit too much. And not a 
breath of lightness through it all. 

‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox) is oc- 
eupying the screen, so possibly the 
management thought there’re laughs 
enough in that to do. Maybe. Kavwf. 


WORLD PLAYHOUSE 


Chicago, May 12. 

In converting this legitimate the- 
atre to einema uses, the last dozen 
rows have been removed and filed 
with divans. And what divans! Not 
theatrical super-chairs, but lounges 
and overstuffed arm chairs right 
from a furniture store. An idea of 
the roominess can be gleaned from 
the fact that only six seats can be 
gotten into the center section from 
aisle to aisle. To occupy these com- 
modious, not to say sensuous, cush- 
ions the fee is 75c. Rest of house 
is 50c. 

Additional privileges attaching to 
the loges is the ability to telephone 
ahead and reserve them, to smoke, 
and to have the swallow-tailed ush- 
ers light one’s cubeb, and explain 
just how long the picture has been 





unreeling and what the heroine said 
to the hero immediately prior to 
your royal arrival. 

All of which gives a hint. The 
World Playhouse seorns the hoi 
polloi, as in fact any theatre located 
at Michigan and Van Buren inevit- 
ably will, since it’s off the plebian 
beat. Stock brokers, bankers, re- 
ceivers in bankruptcy, and other 
such aristocrats are presumably the 
potential patronage of the World 
Playhouse. With them the refine- 
ment will be appreciated. 

First screen attraction was Uni- 
versal’s release of British Gaumont’s 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ with Jan Kiepura, 
who sang a year or two back with 
the Chicago Civic Opera. It made 
a good choice because of this and 
the fact that the feature is rather 
entertaining in toto, its typically 
European treatment being novel and 
possibly welcome to average Chi- 
cagoans, who see few foreign films. 
House does not play a newsreel, an 
omission that seems unfortunate. 
Shorts were foreign but intelligently 
booked, 

Business was encouraging on the 
night reviewed, with rain outside as 
a factor’either way. It was com- 
fortable within. As a sample of the 
genteel cinema and right on the 
main route to the World’s Fair the 
World Playhouse may do okay. It’s 
smartly operated, Land. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, May 12. 


Maybe the old Roxy scale of 25c 
and 36c looks puny for potential 
grosses. Major company theatre 
execs have cast derisive snickers at 
the type of audience that sails into 
the old cathedral, However, 4,000 


rcustomers on an opening night 


smells like money. The old Roxy 
has been smelling like money for 
more than three months now, while 
the rest of Broadway has been cry- 
ing from b.o. hunger, 

Outside of Dave Schooler and 
band and the Gae Foster Girls, the 
current program comprises Milton 
Douglas, George Campo, Harriet 
Hutchins, Mack, Al and Jack, Bal 
Accordions and Lanny Ross. Ross 
is an NBC air artist and so far un- 
gauged as to draw potentiality. 
None is an outstanding name, yet 
on the current program each looks 
and is received tremendously. 
Compare the audience reaction 
to the feature, ‘Jungle Bride’ (Mono) 
and to the vaude end. No Madison 
Square Garden mob ever uttered 
the notoriously derisive Bronx cheer 
at a pug or punk with more gusto 
or vehemence than did the 4,000 
customers of the old Roxy on the 
night when caught at the portions 
of the feature film. But the stage 
end is praised heavily, individually 
and altogether, by strong applause. 

It’s an experience to see the old 
Roxy audience swallow the per- 
formance. It’s a pretty cosmopoli- 
tan crowd. 

The old Roxy besides has inno- 
vated a mike that doesn’t travel 
from side to side or around, but 
disappears under the stage when 
not used. Clever idea. Here it’s 
used only for Ross, who starts off 
around the middle of the program 
with an Irish tune and goes into 
a character song towards the finish. 
Ross’ numbers are long. He wows. 
Apparently the customers know 
him by his air rep from the “Max- 
well Show Boat hour. 

Several drops used effect a change 
of setting for the show, and Dave 
Schooler utilizes the rear platform 
for a piano solo. Platform is raised 
and down front and below the regu- 
lar line does a neat white ensemble 
ballet, but not on toes. 

Another possibly original number 
is the opening line number against 
a Madison Square Garden drop. 
Girls out in shorts and sweaters 
with boxing gloves and shadow box 
around to music, winding up in 
slow motion. Good number and 
pleasing, but faster timing and 
more precision would make this 
piece a smash. 

Schooler is a neat and clever 
showman. The maestro of the old 
Roxy looks more the finished band 
captain than ever. He sticks to 
brief intros on the acts, and im one 
instance hies up to one of the side 
boxes to stooge for Milton Douglas. 

Schooler later pops a farmer’s 
daughter story for Harriet Hutchins 
that’s kind of crude. Could be dis- 
pensed avith even if it fits the 
Hutchins girls entrance in a 
nightie. Miss Hutchins appears 
solo with a pianist, who does the 
announcing for her alone and ably 
with a good, clear yoice. The band 
is shoved back against fhe wall 
limits for her turn, and wisely. 
Band thus does not detract from 
Miss Hutchins’ audience percep- 
tion. However, when the Bal Ac- 
cordions in the yellow costumes 
trot out the mistake is made of 
having the line girls cover up too 
close to this accordion quintet 
when the accordionists work singly 
or alone. The girls could just as 
well drape. the sides. 

For George Campo the band gets 
hidden behind a_ scrim. That's 
smart also, and it gives this ex- 
eellent acrobatic pantomimist a 
wide berth, which is what his work 
needs for proper reception. He 
wears dumb white pan a la Harry 
Langdon and works like that comic. 
Clicks. A girl assists. 

The line also shows with Mack, 





Al and Jack, trio of male tappers, 











EMBASSY 


Hitler audience reactions are 
back stronger than ever at the 
Embassy. Hitler at Berlin’s May 
Day was the signal for a storm of 
boos and applause. The newsreel 
views of German multitudes will 
probably wield the greatest in- 
fluence yet in America that the 
Chancellor’s popularity is far from 
on the wane. 

Embassy also made a more com- 
plete assignment of the Paris riot- 
ing, F.-H. eamera crew there tak- 
ing chance of being struck by one 
of the missiles or flying chairs. 
Luxer contented itself with briefer 
and more distant views by Univer- 


| eal, 


On the McMath kidnapping the 


+Embassy was the only house Sat- 


urday to have an interview with 
one of the Buck brothers, although 
the Luxer went to the trouble of 
reconstructing the crime. 
Announcement by the Kaiser’s 
grandson of his intention to marry 
a commoner and a semi-closeup of 
the prospective bride were also 
singles for the Embassy. 

Probably the closest varsity con- 
test ever shown on the newsreel 
screens was that of the Yale-Penn- 
sylvania go. Camera trailed right 
along, showing Yale suddenly sweep 
over the line and winning by what 
seemed a single stroke. 

The greater part of the Embassy 
program, however, was confined to 
annuals,;and boys and girls in vari- 


ous parts of the world. The girls 
danced and drilled in Germany, 
Texas and Korea, while other 


youngsters sang and knitted in Ty- 
rol and Paris. 

Annuals included Arab riders in 
Paris, Belgian King's birthday, 
pageants in Spain and California, 
Tennessee’s colored Baptists, West 


| 
(| NEWSREELS 


TRANSLUX 


Through Universal the Luxer 
clarifies any impression that war 
vets are just talking about a sec. 
ond bonus march on Washington, 
It follows the boys in trucks to the 
capital. It shows that in an ad. 
jacent community already are fields 
of tents ready to accommodate the 
B.E.F. properly this time. 

Luxer as well was the only news- 
reel house to touch on the Lind-« 
bergh kidnapping trial, a talk from 
the Walkers, and Governor Pin- 
chot’s wife taking the side of child 
labor in Pennsylvania. (These were 
Paramounts.) Another on the after« 
math of Dayton’s cyclone was regis« 
tered by Universal. 

President Roosevelt’s radio speech 
was generally covered, but Pathe 
had a needless addition. It asked 
the women in the neighborhood 
about their reactions. 

Pathe was on the job in Maine 
when a town was burned away. A 
crew got there the same night and 
obtained some initial action, while 
the Fox boys didn’t show up until 
the next morning, when everything 
was in the smouldering stage. 

Paramount made a better story 
of the vets’ poppy drive, getting a 
real sales talk from Elsie Janis, 
Embassy had the same, but it 
caught Miss Janis in a far less 
exuberant mood. The two houses 
had the new ambassador to Den- 
mark, planes and the second anti<- 
Hitler parade in New York. 

Luxer also had Italy’s Prince, ane 
other transatlantic flight, styles, re- 
building Niagara bridges, and two 
plugs for the World’s Fair. Waly. 





Point, Seventh Regiment. Embassy 
is running so short on Carpets that 
it is going in for the reissuing pol- 
icy. Waly. 





who show up better against the 
band background than whenever 
they have been caught in vaude and 
alone. Over good, and Milton 
Douglas, who comes on between 
band numbers, carries a stooge in 
a box, plus a girl on the stage. 
Douglas apparently is nonchalant 
about what material he uses or 
where it comes from, but regard- 
less he puts it over. The Schooler 
band has ripened into a creamy 
musical outfit, and two numbers 
spotted here in a special band per- 
formance, among which is ‘Lovers,’ 
are something, 

A cartoon and newsreel round out 
the screen end. Shan. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 11. 


Running 63 minutes at the initial 
show this afternoon, this Paramount 
stage program is overboard on tal- 
ent, but as considerable of it is of 
the so-so variety, there shouldn’t be 
much difficulty pruning the routine 
a good 15 mins., which will unques- 
tionably speed up the tempo. This 
week it’s the Gilmore Circus, from 
radio, that’s featured; but as in the 
case of most of the ether shows put 
on here recently, the offering fails 
to click with the same sock that 
straight Fanchon & Marco shows 
usually provide. ; 

Gilmore Circus is one of the pop 
vaude-ether programs hereabouts. 
It’s the usual hodgepodge of ether 
diversion, with only a couple of 
turns that can be rated outstanding. 
On the other hand, the remainder of 
the stage fare, made up of F&M 
features, carries the necessary 
weight to make the offering worth- 
while, 


The Gilmore artists work all the 
way through, with Cliff Clark m.c.’- 
ing, and satisfying as the circus 
spieler with a wide gift of gab. Air 
acts participating include Aunt Min 
and Petty (precocious femme 
youngster), Red Corcoran and the 
Gilmore Clowns, Little Joe Warner, 
the Lion Tamers’ quartet, Aunt 
Addie (chicken woman), Bob Burns, 
and others. 


F&M added features include May 
Sweepey, in an iron-jaw act, and 
Gus Elmore, doing his familiar 
wiild-man-of-Borneo stuff, which, 
worked with Rube Wolf, house m.c. 
and baton wielder, is good for many 
laffs. For the second time in a row 
Fanchon has utilized the 16-line 
girls for a big finish, this time pa- 
rading them on roller skates. 


Rabe blossoms out as a full- 
fledged ballroom dancer by doing a 
waltz routine with four of the 
femmes, blowing notes on the cor- 
net while stepping. 

Aside from Clark, best features 
of the Gilmore aggregation are Lit- 
tle Joe Warner, yodeler, who clicks 
solidly; Florenée Dill, in her im- 
pressions of a cackling hen, and the 
Gilmore Clowns, although consider- 
able of their comedy material bor- 
ders on the rough. Pruned down, 
the show should provide plenty of 
diversion from the heavy screen 
pic, ‘Supernatural’ (Par). 

Screen also carried a Gus E@- 
wards short, Sportlight, and News. 





Biz oke opening mat. Edwa, 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, May 12. 


First of the R. H. Burnside proe 
ductions at the Paramount plays 
better than bills with far more 
costly names, but without direc- 
tional skill to back up the talent 
provided. Burnside may be the an« 
swer to the receiver’s prayer if he 
can keep them moving as smoothly 
as this initial dip. Turns are loose- 
ly knitted into a semblance of pro- 
duction, but it’s straight vaudeville 
woven into a simple fabric and 
styled ‘Contrasts of 1933.’ Perhaps 
that’s the cue. It does have con- 
trast and the acts are nicely valued. 

Opens with a Rasch troupe com<- 
ing down to the stage on a long 
stairway and going into a dance bit. 
Tom Wonders on for his single 
strut with a second effort with his 
sister. Too brief to give them much 
chance, and the audience could have 
taken more, but they’re slow with 
their mitts here, so o to stay. 
Travelers are closed for this turn 
and open after an amplified an<« 
nouncement of the Pickens Sisters, 
radio act. They are backed by a 
sort of fountain-trellis effect shown 
through the partly-opened drapes. 
Off on their best foot with ‘Valley 
of the Moon,’ then ‘Darkness on the 
Delta’ with Mills Brothers noises, 
and finally ‘Echo in the Valley’ as a 
solo with humming chorus. As the 
only real singing act on the bill it 
was all theirs to pick from and they 
made a good choice. 

Walter Dare Wahl warmed them 
with his work with a single stooge, 
though they did not seem to care 
for some of the coarser bits of com- 
edy. Fray and Braggiotti got the 
amplified announcement because 
they are also from radio. Work at 
two pianos at opposite ends of a 
set piece painted to suggest one 
long piano. Six of the ballet pose 
Patiently through their numbers and 
then the men stick to the keyboard 
and play for the ballet’s second rou- 
tine. Good pianists but not ex- 
traordinary. The dance, classical, 
was uh-hu’d, but not wildiy ap- 
plauded, They background Tamara 
Geva in her eccentric dance with 4 
dozen of the girls acting as her 
chorus. The dancer always is in- 
teresting with her individualistic 
style, and did fairly well on ap- 
plause. 

Georgie Price was the first to get 
a real reception. He worked part 
of the time on the stage and at 
others on a platform in the orches- 
tra pit. Platform was a bit rickety, 
and with the amplifier he could 
have done as well and been safer 
had he stuck to the stage. But that 
gangway thing seems to be almost 
as important to monologists as spot- 
lights. It’s his own fault if he 
breaks his leg before the week is 
out. Perhaps they braced it after 
the first day, but on the third show 
it was still a rough night on the 
water, 

Price introduced Nell Kelly, who 
was more of a cleanup here with 
her Garbo song than at the lesser 
houses... Her abundant good humor 
put her over for a slog, and Price 
came back to stooge for her at the 
end, which motivated a laugh when 
she wheeled him on in a chair at 
the finish, which directly follows het 


(Continued on page 55) 
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[ Talking Shorts 





RUTH ETTING 
*Along Came Ruth’ 
20 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1492-3 

Another in Ruth Etting’s series 
for Warner Bros., directed by 
Joseph Henaberry, with Burnet 
Hershey and A... Dorian Otvos 
credited for the scripting. Some of 
the supporting cast’s billing not 
caught, excepting Charles Althoff. 

Starts off showing a schedule of 
Miss Etting’s daily chores starting 
with Vitaphone shorts, records, 
radio and finally the theatre, on an 
a. m. to p. m. grind. Choruses of 
‘Harvest Moon’ are dovetailed from 
one sequence to another, skillfully 
getting over the idea of an inten- 
sive professional life. 

That’s a build-up for the hide- 
away rest in a mountain camp un- 
der a pseudonym until she is im- 
pressed into service for the resort’s 
usual weekly entertainment. Same 
goes for her maid, who becomes her 
companion for the vacash. 

A braggadocio social director 
maintains what plot sketch there is 
through bragging what a star- 
maker he is; mentioning, among 
others, that he discovered Ruth Et- 
ting. (She’s up there under a nom- 
de-hideaway). The denouement is 
his ultimate discovery of her true 
identity, but the amateur show af- 
fords some more songaloging. In 
all she does three songs. 

Miss Etting looked exceptionally 
well in this short. The quality of 
her vocalizing has been commented 
upon before. A tip-top sae: 8 , 

el. 


BOBBY JONES (No. 2) 
‘Position and Backswing’ 
12 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone 7302 

Second in WB’s second series 
titled ‘How to Break 90.’ The posi- 
tion and backswing is the subject 
of this short, with Guy Kibbee 
foiling for the position. 

As with the first series, the the- 
atre entertainment requisites are 
never lost sight of by the Warners 
in making technical subjects such 
as these, hence the presentation is 
ever showmanly and embellished 
with a little story for general ap- 
peal. Kibbee is the stooge this 
time. He flounces into the house, 
breaks his clubs, throw ‘'em into 
the fire and flings himself on a 
settee in dire disgust with himself 
and his game. His wife enters, 
turns on the television receiving set, 
which thus brings in—super-im- 
posed on the television screen—an 
exposition of Jones on how to prop- 
erly address the ball. 

From impatient disinterest in the 
broadcast Kibbee expresses keen 
interest as Jones makes his pseudo- 
television broadcast over KFWB 
(that’s actually the Warner Bros. 
station in Hollywood). ° 

Jones, with his usual natural 
ease and poise, goes into the ex- 
planation of the niceties of the 
proper stance, dwelling on the even 
distribution of one’s weight, the 
necessity of the free hip play for 
power behind the drive, the urgency 
for ease and no tension, along with 
other technical but readily under- 
standable explanations for all. Its 
dual appeal to the golfer and non- 
player alike in undeniable. 

A couple of theatrical liberties 
are also indulged in, such as dress- 
ing Jones in a semi-black and semi- 
white sports’ outfit so that the con- 
trasting halves of his body, in the 
motions of addressing the pill, are 
further heightenend. 

A corking new wrinkle in this 
series also is the dialogic explana- 
tions, which the interested patron 
can obtain from the ushers to take 
home and digest. It thus becomes 
a practical course in the ancient 
Scot landscape billiards which the 
tee-off addicts will probably digest. 
That means a certain quota of 
cinch theatre trade once that gets 
around. In fact this aspect alone 
may become the shorts’ series best 
selling point, and do lots for the 


general gate. Abel. 
SCREEN SOUVENIRS 
Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Up to standard, which is high in 

novelty entertainment. A clip 


called ‘The Prince and Barmaid,’ 
travestying ‘Old Heidleberg,’ fea- 
tures. It is comedy of the old 
school in accordance with the sou- 
venir policy, and audiences are en- 
joying it. 

Old Russia. the Kaiser and some 
more material from the early news- 
reels are included in the 10 min- 
utes. Waly. 


‘ON THE BLUE PACIFIC’ 
Zane Grey Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Principal 

Nothing spectacular in this one. 
And it closes with a sunset. 

Formal views of Cocos Island and 


@ camera trip through a Mexican! 


Village. Waly. 





HAL LeROY and MITZI MAYFAIR 
‘The Way of All Freshmen’ 
Musical Skit 
15 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone 7119 

An okay sketch with music, 
cleverly fashioned by the Vitaphone 
Flatbush studio artificers, with 
some of the credits including Cliff 
Hess on the music and Joseph Hen- 
aberry, director. Hal LeRoy and 
Mitzi Mayfair are a natural pair for 
this undergraduate romance, 

The nearby military squadron 
comes over from a prom at the 
girls’ school, of which Miss Mayfair 
is a student, LeRoy, of course, be- 
ing a frosh at the visiting school. 

The prom set permits for some 
concerted numbers by the mixed 
chorus, the boys in West Point- 
style uniforms making a great flash. 
Jeannie Lang, Ben Dova and the 
Four Admirals are among the sup- 
porting principals, all fitting in well. 
Dova does his entir> vaude routine 
on the teetering lamppost; Miss 
Lang is a ente interlude, but it’s the 
stellar pair’s short in toto, with 
their clever legmania. Skit holds 
comedy, song, dance and general 
talent; and, what’s more, jells well. 

A better than average briefie. 

Abel. 





‘THE POOR’FISH’ 
With Leon Errol 


RKO Roxy, N. Y. 
Columbia 

One of the Lambs Club series pro- 
duced in the east for Col release 
and better than some of this group 
released to date. This may be be- 
cause Leo Errol’s swell stew raises 
the subject to a higher average of 
laughs than it otherwise might bat 
out. Houses getting first choice of 
product in any situation can use 
this near two-reel item. 

As in prior Lambs shorts, this one 
takes the audience to one of the 
Lambs gambols, though not staying 
around for more than a matter of a 
few minutes, Idea is to plant Lynn 
Overman in skirts, something the 
Lambs boys have to do to get 
femme parts into their sketches. 
Female -impersonator angle was 
worked in another short of the 
series somewhat similarly as in this 
one, where Errol’s wife mistakes his 
honest intentions for cheating. 

Actor who’s to do the gal at the 
club show loses his part, carrying a 
girl's name, at Errol’s home, and the 
wife discovers it, going with a de- 
tective to the station from which 
Errol is planning to leave on a fish- 
ing trip. Wife thinks it’s anything 
but, and when the actor, in women’s 
clothes, which he didn’t have time 
to doff in making the train with his 
friend, her suspicious seem con- 
firmed. e 

There’s nothing particularly orig- 
imal or exciting about the plot of 
the short, but what it lacks in get- 
ting over average attention, Errol 
makes up in difficulties he has as a 
perfect drunk. 

Subject received good direction 
from Joseph Santley. In addition to 
Rrrol and Overman, cast includes 
Luela Gear, good wifey type. 

Char. 


‘SPAZIERGANG DURCH WIEN’ 
‘Stroll Through Vienna’ 
Travelog 


22 Mins, 


Vanderbilt, N. Y. 
General Foreign Film 

An exceptionally fine travel short. 
With nothing more than a new title 
sheet it can fit into any program, 
although it could stand a bit of 
trimming. Robert Stolz wrote the 
musical accompaniment and, al- 
though not a well known name on 
this side of the ocean, his ‘Zwei 
Herzen’ and ‘Mona Lisa’ may mean 
an added quarter at the b. o. here 
and there. 

No titles or lecture needed or 
used. It’s a quick and continuous 
kaleidoscope of Vienna shots, most- 
ly silent. They dissolve, fade and 
lap into each other in every con- 
ceivable way. Willie Goldberger, 
Germany’s best photographer, han- 
dled the camera and unrolled his 
entire bag of tricks. Offstage musi- 
cal score accompanies and, in one 
spot, breaks into song. Song is ‘Das 
Ist Wien’ (‘This Is Vienna), a 
Stolz honey. It won’t bother any- 
one that it’s in German because the 
whole thing is laid in Vienna, and 


it’s in the mood. Kouf. 
‘WALPI’ 
Scenic 
9 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Principal 
A brief visit with the Hopi In- 


dians at a place known as Walpi 
in the Painted Desert. Takes its 
audience through a series of cere- 
monial songs and dances, with an 
offscreen spiel by Freeman Lang as 
buildup. Moderately worthy filler. 

Done entirely in Cinecolor, sub- 
ject applies itself favorably to tints 
but now and then the photography 
is duller than desired. 

Eagle, butterfly and victory 
dances, as they're known to the 


; ; : | 
Hopis, are included in the action, | 








Miniature Reviews 


*‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). 
Novel farce will need astute 
exploitation aide. Given that, 
ought to pull satisfactorily. 

‘The Barbarian’ (Metro). 
Ramon Novarro and the pic- 
ture both stand up in the early 
moments, but sudden switch 
from good light comedy re- 
sults in a maudlin, doubtful 
desert melodrama. 

‘The Big Cage’ (U). George 
Beatty from the Ringling show 
and his big cats breed excite- 
ment inside the cage, but too 
few of such moments for fea- 
ture length quality. 

‘Ex-Lady’ (WB). Will have 
to be sensationalized to mean 
anything. Weak, and not a 
key first run choice. More for 
the one-dayers. Bette Davis 
is the Ex. 

‘Breed of the Border’ (Mono.) 
Bob Steel in an ambitious 
western which offers some 
novelties. Good bet in any 
western spot. 

‘Footsteps in the Night’ (As- 
sociated). Old-fashioned story 
with some pretty scenery but 
poor interior work. Bad direc- 
tion. . For small houses only 
and unlikely even there. 

‘Forgotten Men’ (Jewell). 
Official war material excep- 
tionally well assembled. A 
certain money maker if rightly 
exploited. Outstanding in its 
class. 

‘Jungle Bride’ (Mon). Emer- 
gency stuff for the twins. Has 
the weakness of impelling 
laughter at the wrong times. 

‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U). 
Direction and adaptation lift 
this one into passable enter- 
tainment. More for B than A 
houses with fair name value. 

‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par). 
Carefully produced war story 
which will make good with 
those it attracts, but handi- 
capped by mass of earlier 
flight pictures. 














together with a bear hunt game the 
Indians play with one of their num- 
ber as the bear. Fred Weller is 
credited as the director. Char. 


‘TERRORS OF THE AMAZON’ 
Adventure 
25. Mins. 
Translux, N. Y. 
Beverly Hills 

Some exceptional and unusual 
situations not found in the average 
short in this class are dwelt upon, 
to the b.o. merit of the subject. 
These have to do with a species of 
crocodile indigenuous to the Ama- 
zon, 

The suggestion that one of the 
reptiles has devoured several native 
children serves to promote a round- 
up of the crawlers. This is fast and 
exciting, huge jaws snapping by the 
hundreds as a handful of natives 
work their lariats. 

Interesting study of the river’s 
birds and insects also included. 

Waly. 


‘ROADHOUSE QUEEN’ 

Walter Catlett 

20 Mins. 

Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

There are enough certain laughs 
in this to make it worthy of book- 
ing in all houses using shorts. Un- 
like some of Catlett’s previous works 
for Sennett, ‘Queen’ is compara- 
tively wholesome, although them- 
atically familiar. 

The old story of the rich son who 
wants to marry a night-club hostess, 
and of the stew dad who takes her 
to the altar instead, is retold with 
a few new gags. The pie is hurled 
in the second reel this time. Waly. 


Pickford Scans Award 
Letters for Pic Yarn 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Mary Pickford hopes to secure 
the theme and plot material for a 
sereen story dealing with the prob- 
lems of the young married woman 
who helps earn the family liveii- 
hood, out of the ‘Secrets’ contest 
now under way in 16 cities. 

First of the contest winners are 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Purcell of Cin- 
cinnati, whose letter revealing 
‘secrets’ of their own marital happi- 
ness entitles them, together with 
other winners, to a three-day paid- 
up visit at Chicago World's Fair. 


King Divvies Credit 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Fox has agreed to Henry King's 
request that the directorial credit 
on ‘I Loved You Wednesday’ shall 
co-credit William Cameron Menzies. 

Latter handled the ballet se- 
quences, which were originated and 
staged by Sammy Lee, who also 
gets billing, 





WARRIOR’S HUSBAND 


Jesse Lasky production and Fox release. 
Features Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, 
Ernest Truex and David Manners. Di- 
rected by Walter Lang; adaptation and 
dialog, Ralph Spence. From play by Julian 
Thompson; continuity, Sonya Levien; cam- 
era, Hal Mohr; musical direction, L. E. 
DeFrancesco. At R. C. Music Hall, N. Y., 
week May 11. Running time, 75 mins 






BMEIOBO. ccecccccccccccesesccess Elissa Landi 
SURMORTERs cc ccdcsccccevcs Marjorie Rambeau 
Sapiens... scccccessseccesesess Ernest Truex 
THESEUS... cccccsesseccesess David Manners 
Pomposia. .ceccceeesccccescses: Helen Ware 
Buria..... ecccceceecoccccecs Maude Eburne 
Pok@s...cccoeecs ecercccccccers John Sheehan 
FIGUMCP . ccc cccccveccccccesecs Lionel! Belmore 
PEGS ook pce cnersccresees ‘Tiny’ Sandford 
Captain of the Guards..... Helene Madison 





Jesse Lasky’s second for Fox is a 
pretty good comedy that ought to 
command better than average b.o. 
without reaching the heights. Re- 
turns probably will be sporadic, de- 
pending much on the local cam- 
paign. Picture can be sold, but 
needs selling. 

‘Warrior’s Husband’ could have 


been an exceptional picture. 
Trouble is that its premise isn't sus- 
tained throughout. When the farce 
is slapped on, it’s uproarious fun. 
But they insist on playing it down 
in spots. It goes straight for spells, 
and then it is boring. In the last 
analysis it’s an ‘idea’ picture. 

Marjorie Rambeau is Queen of 
the Amazons, and Elissa Landi is 
her sister. Ernest Truex is a violet 
young man taken by the Queen as 
husband because his mother is gen- 
erous to the official treasury. David 
Manners, as head of the Greek 
army, breaks into the country to 
declare war. He takes Miss Landi, 
his men conquer the Amazon women, 
and that gives Truex a chance to 
become mannish and dominate his 
queenly wife. 

Idea, originally, was a _ satirical 
one. Ralph Spence being assigned 
to the dialog and adaptation indi- 
cates that Lasky intended to turn it 
into straight farce. And these por- 
tions will hold up the picture. 

Miss Rambeau and Miss Landi 
are excellent, Miss Landi making it 
her best screen work to date. Truex 
leaves something to be _ desired. 
Either he’s not effeminate enough, 
or he takes too many comedy falls 
in the wrong spots. Manners, as the 
handsome soldier, is a fine choice. 

Film gives the appearance of a 
big production. Sets look sumptu- 
ous and the extras are maneuvered 
to seem like thousands. Photogra- 
phy is off, some of the scenes being 
actually blotched. 

Helene Madison, the swimming 
champ, is in for a bit. Doesn’t mean 
anything to the picture, but is an 
exploitation angle. Kavuf. 


HARMONY ROW 


(AUSTRALIAN MADE) 
Sydney, April 12. 

Produced by Efftee, Melbourne, from a 
story by George Wallace. Directed by 
F. W. Thring. Photography by Arthur 
Higgins. RCA_ sound. Features George 
Wallace and Marshall Crossby. At Capi- 
tol, Sydney. Running time, 80 mins. 





‘Harmony Row’ is in the main a 
vaude act between Wallace and 
Crossby made into a feature-length 
picture. For local audiences who 


like their comedy undertone ‘Row’ 
is a solid wow. Wallace is the fun- 
niest comedian in Australia today, 
and with his undoubted talent would 
click anywhere in the world. 

With either an American or Eng- 
lish director back of him, Wallace 
would be a knockout for any audi- 
ence anywhere. Picture deals with 
experiences of Wallace when he 
joins the Melbourne police—that’s 
all there is to it, but the comedy is 
rough, honest, and good for strong 
local laughs. Gags anywhere. else 
would not register. In Australia 
‘Row’ will get plenty dough on the 
Wallace name. Outside of Crossby, 
who is an excellent feeder, the pic- 
ture is all Wallace for 80 minutes 
and becomes somewhat tiresome he- 
fore final fade-out. Thring has han- 
dled the direction in a fairly ca- 
pable manner, probably keeping in 
mind that ‘Row’ was being made 
mainly for local consumption. 

Rick, 





THE BARBARIAN 


(With Music) 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
lease. Ramon, Novarro starred. Directed 
by Sam Wood. Dialog and adaptation by 
Ania Loos and Elmer Harris from story by 
Edgar Selwyn. Seore, Herbert Stothart; 
theme song. ‘Love Songs of the Nile,” by 
Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur Freed, 
Harold Rosson, photog. At Capitol, N. Y., 
week May 12. Running time, 82 mins, 


ery re rere Ramon Novarre 
BERRA .c cocegcccecetccccescscce sc MER LOR 
Gerald....cccccccceses-+-.-- Reginald Denny 
POWSES.cceccececeévess Louise Closser Hale 
eee dumb Gs 6htemndedasces C. Aubrey Smith 
DBREROG « « 0'v:0 0000664 5606s6000% Edward Arnold 
Se. BG cecacsotetsece Blanche Frederici 





An abrupt switch to melodramat- 
ics at the halfway mark takes the 
wind out of this one after a delight- 
ful start. It finishes as a faint echo 
of ‘The Sheik’ and an unsuccessful 
attempt to recapture the one-time 
lure of desert romance. Ramon No- 
varro’s flair for romantic light com- 
edy has its opportunity during the 
first half hour, and it makes for en- 
tertainment in the early footage. 
But when the story turns, Novarro 
must turn with it. They both go 
wrong together. 


Had, the script been on a grade 
with the pictorial and productional 
quality accorded, and the perform- 
ances of Novarro and his leading 
lady, Myrna Loy, the results would 
have been different. But the play- 
ers and the incidentals can’t over- 
come the literary handicap, which 
places the drawing burden entirely 
on Novarro. The results aren't 
likely to be happy. 

It’s all well and good as long as 
Novarro remains a fresh but agree- 
able young dragoman (Egyptian 
guide) who seeks to win the tourist 
lady from her white man fiance. 
That’s because Novarro plays it so 
well, and Miss Loy helps him so 
much. Then the boy reveals his 
true station—he’s a prince—and a 
lot of desert pash stuff, including 
beatings, draggings and kidnap- 
pings, arrives. That the gir] finally 
succumbs is a slap at the character 
rather than vindication for the 
script. Novarro has always had a 
flair for light comedy. But Metro 
has gengrally succeeded in keeping 
it a secret. 

The impression is that most of it 
couldn't have happened. It would 
have worked out okay, perhaps, had 
the original light comedy strain of 
playing and writing continued. But 
‘The Barbarian’ gets very serious 
and becomes unbelievable, boring 
and overlong. The 82-minute run- 
ning time for a scenario that doesn’t 
warrant such length has a lot to do 
with it. 

Miss Loy, looking extremely well, 
is back at the half-breed business 
again after a long string of straight 
drawing-room parts. There’s no one 
who does half-caste in pictures bet- 
ter than Miss Loy, and the reason 
is them there eyes. This time she’s 
the Americanized daughter of an 
Egyptian woman and white hus- 
band. She wears continental clothes 
at first, native costumes on the des- 
ert, and carries both fashions well, 
There is noticeable restraint in her 
playing of a part that could easily 
have been overdone. 

A musical background throughout 
and numerous reprisals of a theme 
song, ‘Love Song of the Nile,’ by 
Novarro, whose vocalizing builds up 
his generally good conduct to the 
point of excellence. Some comedy 
worked into the plot doesn’t fill the 
order because it’s crudely construct- 
ed. Louise Closser Hale does most 
of it. Bige. 


THE BIG CAGE 


Universal production and release. Clyde 
Beatty featured. Directed by Kurt Neu- 
man. Adapted by Edward Anthony and 
Ferdinand Reyher from book by Beatty 
and Anthony. Dialog by Clarence Marks. 
George Robinson, photog. At Mayfair, 
New York, week May 10. Running time, 


71 mins. 

Che. TG tt ys ocd cs ccspesees Clyde Beatty 
Lillian Langley....... j6Gn bine da Anita Page 
; rr eosee+-.-Andy Devine 
‘SSoupmeat’ .....e.6 PYYT VT Te Vince Barnett 
Timothy O’Hara.........Raymond Hatton 
Russ Penny.sccrceccccseseess Wallace Ford 
SUMBTRAY on ccesiéceceensesnces Mickey Rooney 
John Whipple. ...-ccscoces Reginald Barlow 





Clyde Beatty being not much of 
an actor outside of the cage, he’s 


(Continued on page 21) 





The Woman’s Angle 





*‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). 
wears thin before the finish. 


by its burlesque which isn’t sufficiently broad. 


Lavish production for a comedy idea that 
Its potential femme audience diminished 


No femme draw names, 





‘The Big Cage’ (U). 


Dramatic build-up for Clyde Beatty’s circus ani- 


mal act, thinned by an inept, halfhearted story. Limits femme appeal to 
mothers seeking film fare for the kiddies. 





‘Eagle And the Hawk’ (Par). 
tive man’s reactions to war. 


Sincere and credible study of a sensi- 
But war background again and honest lack 


of romance precludes femme attention. 





‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ (U). 


Murder motivated by marital infidelity, 


treated psychologically ‘instead of melodramatically. Too cerebral an 
approach for the average femme audience. 





‘The Barbarian’ (M-G). Ramon Navarro changes, to suit the rambling, 








indecisive yarn, from charming rogue to routine caveman sheik. Not the 
type for the latter phase, so the ladies will remain quite calm, 

‘Ex-Lady’ (WB). Belies title’s hot promise in a series of befuddled, 
repetitious debates on marriage. Further confused by censor cuts, and 


all delivered on the horizontal. 
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NEWS FLASH 


Audience laugh their heads 
off at Astor Theatre preview 
in New York, Friday. 











PARAMOUNT'S 


PEGGY HOPKINS JOYCE 
STUART ERWIN 


* W. C. FIELDS 


COLONEL STOOPNAGLE and * BUDD 


CAB CALLOWAY and his 


ORCHESTRA 


INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 


* RUDY VALLEE 


* GEORGE BURNS and * GRACIE ALLEN 


* SARI MARITZA 
* BELA LUGOS!I 


BABY ROSE MARIE * THE GIRLS IN CELLOPHANE 


Directed by EDWARD SUTHERLAND 
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Girls for Bondage 

One old timer was revived for the 
run of ‘Bondage’ at the N. Y. May- 
fair. From somewhere a patrol 
wagon was procured with the sides 
lettered ‘House of Correction’ with- 
out any advertising for the picture. 
This was loaded with girls in uni- 
form and a uniformed matron and 
a male guard walked the girls into 
the theatre one by one. When they 
got ’em all in, they walked them 
back again and drove them around 
the block. 

It gathered a crowd each time, 
but to be questioned whether it 
made direct sales of many tickets. 
Those who saw were too busy to 
enter but may have come back 
later. 

When the stunt is employed in 
smaller places, where advertising is 
not so highly localized, it’s a good 
plan to have a roller curtain which 
can be pulled down after the crowd 
has gathered, to spread the adver- 
tising message thereon. 

Not quite as good as the pinch 
and the call for the wagon, but the 
latter does not belong to this pic- 
ture and the adaptation of the stunt 
centered interest around the the- 
atre. 


Brains for Ball Games 

With all that’s been done about 
theatre-promoted ball nines, it re- 
mains for ‘Uncle Murray’ Bracker, 
of the Century circuit's Sheepshead 
theatre, Sheepshead Bay, to work 
out a new gag on the old founda- 
tion. 

He has passed word to the school 
children that this summer the house 
will back two ball teams from the 
public schools, the nines to be com- 
posed of the boys offering the high- 
est scholarship marks, as certified 
by their teachers. 

He figures that the manifestly 
unfit will not apply for membership, 
and out of the others he’s going to 
form two highly intellectual outfits 
to be promoted on the brains angle. 
Ability to pitch curves and inshoots 
will not stand a chance against the 
lad who can bat .900 or better in 
algebra. 

That’s an idea that can crash the 
newspapers even in the big towns, 
though he has not gone to work 
on the press angle yet. Schools 
here do not close until June 30. 


Soft Drinks 

With beer the talk of the hour, 
the soft drink manufacturers are 
more or less on the spot and prob- 
ably will lend a willing ear to any 
manager who wants to stage a soft 
drink giveaway in his lobby the first 
hot day. Make your deal now, but 
hold it back until the weather gets 
really hot and then get the bottlers 
to unite with you in a big adver- 
tising splurge, you giving space in 
your newspaper ads in return for 
the sides of their delivery fleet. 

In previous summers these give- 
aways have been popular with the 
soft stuff in demand. It should be 
even easier with 3.2 taking the 
center of the thirst stage. 

If you want something to replace 
the pretzels, there are the cookie 
bakers and the cheese makers, who 
might contribute crackers and 
cheese to go with the grape or pine- 
apple drink. 

Whether to limit the offer to pa- 
trons or to stage a giveaway largely 
depends upon the number of bottles 
the manufacturer is willing to do- 
nate. 


Just as Good 


Manager who had seen one of 
those electric devices which operate 
when a person stands close to the 
window thought it would be a good 
stunt for a lobby display, but the 
cost was more than his small the- 
atre could. stand. But he still 
wanted one, or at least something. 

He made a light framework to 
let in a sheet of glass about 18x24 
and made this a window shadow 
box, veiling it with scrim so that 
the dark interior could not be seen 
when the inside lights were off. It 
was hung so that there was a play 
of about an eighth of an inch, 
barely perceptible, yet sufficient to 
make contact for a light circuit, one 
of the wires running along the boat- 
tom of the sash. The instruction 
read ‘Place your finger trips lightly- 
against the glass and see the title 
of the best picture we have seen in 
weeks.’ Pressure caused the sash 
to give slightly but not one of the 
investigators figured that this 
movement was the real cause of the 
seemingly scientific marvel. Sim- 
ple to make yet it had everyone 
talking. 





Nice Letters | 

Recent B’'way house board made 
a fine showing lately at a small | 
cost with letters cut out of compo 
board. Sides were painted a bright 
red and the top was gold paper, 








which gives a smoother effect than | most exciting stars.’ 


gilding. Set against a light blue 
ground, the letters stood out nicely | the ads read: 
and yet the cost is very 
Silver paper with a deep blue for 


the sides will make another 


small. | ding 


rood but no restrictions for himself.’ 


combination. Raised letters give 
greater attention value than the 
best painting, and with a cut awl 
they are easy to outline and can 
be prepared quickly and cheaply. 

Where it is desired to repaint let- 
ters, it’s a good plan to kill the pre- 
vious color with a coat of aluminum 
paint before making the new job. 
Kills the undercoat far more effec- 
tively than white. If all letters are 
made to conform to two or three 
styles, a font can be built up that 
will presently fill all needs and re- 
quire only repainting. 





Seeing Their Names 

There is a hint for managers in 
a stunt being worked by the makers 
of a well known chewing gum and 
candy products. Company goes 
over the radio with an offer of a 
gift to all kids who write in, ‘and 
letters, after the prize is mailed, 
are sent to the nearest store hand- 
ling the product; a string of five 
and tens being given preference for 
their localities. 

Letters re displayed in the 
window with the result that the 
kids drag mother down to see their 
very own letter in the window, and 
it's up to the store to sell Mom a 
few dimes’ worth of. something. 

Idea is sometimes used in con- 
nection with prize competitions, 
with the winning entries displayed 
in a window, but here all the letters 
go, and it seems to make business. 
In a city the best plan is to district 
the town and make the deal with 
several stores, which preferably 
should be those making’ appeal. to 
the women. 





Fountains 

If there is a place in the lobby 
for a fountain or waterfall effect it 
probably will bring back its cost, 
and a profit, duriys the warm 
weather. Years ago there probably 
were 500 houses with waterfalls at 
the screen end of the auditorium to 
convey the svegestion of coolness, 
and it is probable that the effect 
did have some result on the ther- 
mometer, though the reaction was 
more mental than physical. 

Nowadays there seem to be none 
of these left. The larger houses 
have air coolers and the smaller 
ones do not bother, but a cool lobby 
with running water is inviting and 
suggestive of comfort and it will 
draw in plenty of business merely 
because it gives the impression that 
the house must be cool. ‘A pump 
can be used where it is not desired 
to cut up the floor for sewer con- 
nection, but get that, musical splash 
where the prospective patrons can 
hear it. It’s better than a ioud- 
speaker. 


Gets "Em Down 

This is being worked in a small 

town, but it may possibly work on 
a larger scale in cities up to 50,000. 
It’s a wow, for the time being, in 
a 15,000 town. 
‘House has a deal with a dry 
goods store whereby 10 of its num- 
bered sales checks are good for ad- 
mission the evening of the same 
day. After the store closes at 5:30, 
and the high and low numbers are 
available the store nominates 10 of 
those numbers. Sometimes’ the 
numbers are mostly among the high, 
and sometimes the reverse, other 
occasions the numbers are evenly 
spaced. As they are not selected by 
chance the store can follow its own 
ideas in this matter. 

Numbers are posted at seven 
o'clock and so many persons who 
come down to look buy when they 
do not find their numbers that the 
house is glad to give the 10 tickets. 
In return the store mentions the 
stunt in its daily ads. It has been 
working most of the spring and is 
still going strong. 





More Free Beer 
Pittsburgh. 

Through a tie-up with the local 
Fort Pitt Brewing Company, War- 
ners’ Davis and Sheridan Square, 
playing ‘Song of the Eagle’ this 
week as part of a double feature 
with ‘Woman I Stole,’ is handing 
‘at free samples of Fort Pitt’s 3.2 
brew to every customer. 

There's a miniature bar in the 
lobby of both houses, and free suds 
are dispensed as the customers 
come out. 


Hot Ads in Mpls. 
Minneapolis. 
are resorting to 
the hottest and most daring kind 


Local theatres 





of sex copy in their newspaper ads 
in their fight to stem tobogganing 
grosses. 


Newspaper ads for ‘Today We 
Live’ at the State last week had | 
boldface headlines: ‘Can any wom- | 
an be faithful...giving her arms to | 
one man...and her soul to another? | 


A passionate romance of unashamed 
love rapturously told by the screen's 


Century 
a wed- 
certain 


‘Ex-Lady,’ at the 
‘She wanted 
only on 


For 


ring—but 


nights. He wanted a faithful wife, 


Play Up Photog. 

No matter what else is done for 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ the photography 
warrants a special drive. Most lay- 
men comment on the photography 
first and speak of the story after. 
The camera work makes the strong- 
est impression. 

This should be capitalized with 
appeals to camera clubs, if there 
are any in town, and particularly to 
the owners of amateur motion 
cameras. Local dealers can prob- 
ably give the addresses of ‘most of 
these operators, and certainly they 
can be reached through an appeal 
in the supply houses carrying 16mm 
film. Tell them here is a chance to 
get valuable lessons in shots, and 
they'll flock in and bring their 
friends in on their subsequent raves. 

This should not be made the chief 
appeal, but used to supplement the 
ordinary drive. 


Didn’t Work 
One bright idea went into the 
discard lately. Manager ran into a 


sample package of a new cough 
drop, containing three drops. He 
thought it would be a great idea 
to get some and slip them to pa- 
trons whose coughing was annoy- 
ing their neighbors. Ushers were 
given a supply with instructions to 
slip a package to any excessive 
coughter. It worked nicely until 
the kids got wise and after that the 
place sounded like a hospital dur- 
ing a whooping cough epidemic un- 
til a screen sign announced that 
the plan has been discontinued. 
Odd part of it was that the drops 
were the reverse of tasty, but it 
technically was candy and the 
youngsters were strong for it. 


Novel Trade Ad 
Paramount’s French office got out 
a clever insert for ‘Sign of the 


Cross’ in the shape of a six page 
advertisement in red and black. 
First page has a window cut so that 
the last page, folded in supplies the 
design of the cross. When the dis- 
play is opened up there is a three 
page panorama of the arena scene. 
Run in the Paris ‘Cinematographe’ 
it got plenty of attention. 

With the higher printing costs 
over here, these splashes are.a bit 
too costly, but home office publicity 
men could do worse than to borrow 
the French journals from. the 
foreign department for a once over, 
They carry plenty of ideas in spite 
of the general belief that American 
advertising ideas lead the world. 











Hartford Gags 
Hartford. 
Every theatre in town seems to 
be doing something in the way of 
exploitation. Jim McCarthy se- 
cures one store—cut rate meat and 
grocery estab’shment — to bring 
22,000 miniature program cards for 


tie-up on beer situation and | 

half-page of publicity on} 
‘Beer Baron,’ Jim Callagher stages | 
country nights and gives away 25 
$15 baskets of wares weekly, Hugh 
Campbell puts over a Juvenile Min- 
strel show for three successive Sat- 
urdays, Charles Benson gets front 
page publicity with his stock com- 
pany stars posing for picture on 
the states letting down the bars on 
beer drinking, Barney Grogan goes 
after daily contests and so on down 
the line. They’re all doing it and 
the competition is quite keen. 


paper 
gets a 


For a Raffles 
Apparently ‘Hello Sister’ is going 
to need all the help it can get, and 


apparently one of the best bets is 
a girl Raffles, who is to be ad- 
dressed with the greeting ‘Hello 
sister, you are the girl from the 
Daily “News.” Please give me that 
$10.’ 

No matter how often the stunt is 
worked, it seems to be a repeater 
within reason, and here is a greet- 
ing which works in the title 
naturally With the innumerable 
store and other tieups possible, it 
is not difficult to obtain worthwhile 
prizes through co-operation. 

A new gag is to advertise that the 
girl will lunch at a specified restau- 
rant each day and pick up the check 
of the first person who hands her 
the proper greeting. 





Giveaway Tie-in 
Los Angeles. 
Leimert, naborhood house oper- 


ated by Westland Theatres, has 
joined with the Fairfax, operated by 
Gus Metzger, who is president of 
the Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California, in the give- 
away of two sedans to holders of 
lucky numbers. One car will be 
given jointly by the two houses 
night of May 17, and the second a 
week later. Winning number may 
be drawn by a patron of either 
house. In addition to the cars both 
houses are giving away 10 three- 
month passes. 





Candy at Coney 
Loew's Coney Island theatre gave 
candy bars to matinee patrons May 


13. Bar also carries a picture of 
some screen star, and the theatre 
offers a ticket for a complete set of 
the pictures. Presumably the re- 
maining bars are to be purchased, 
the concern giving the theatre a 
supply to get the idea started. Not 
stated how many there are in the 
set. 





Waterfront Yarns 
United Artists is setting up a na- 
tional contest for the best 1,000 


word stories from ship news and 
waterfront men to boost ‘I Cover 
the Waterfront.’ Tops are $250 and 


Taking an Encore 

Manager who originated the clean 
stoop plan is going to work it again 
this year. So many women offered 
to pay for the service if he would 
renew that he decided to revive the 
idea, but without charging. 

Idea, in case you have forgotten, 
is to keep the front steps of houses 
cleaned up when the residents go 
away. Boys make morning and 
evening trips to clear away news- 
papers, advertising matter and any- 
thing else which, if remaining, 
might tip off burglars. In some in- 
stances the boys have _ vestibule 
keys and bring the mail to the the- 
atre that first class matter may be 
forwarded and the second and third 
class mail retained to await the 
return of the householder. 

Boys are paid in theatre tickets, 
and the idea costs little else than 
time, but the manager writes that 
nothing he has ever done met with 
such general appreciation and feels 
that he has been making business 
on the good will all winter. 





Bedtime Tales 

One good ride to be gotten out of 
‘Bedtime Story’ is a hook to a news- 
paper for the best bedtime stories 
sent in by contestants. 
the likelihood that some entrants 
will get off on the wrong foot, it 
would be a good idea to print a 
sample story to show what is 
wanted. 

This should be in imitation of the 
juve stuff over the radio, with 
plenty of blood and thunder to send 
the kids off to bed in a happy frame 
of mind. In other words, burlesque 
the radio output with the prize 
going to the contestant who can 
raise the largest crop of goose- 
pimples. 

This should be run of the paper, 
but there can be a valuable hook- 
up to the radio department, if the 
paper has one. If it does not go 
strong for radio because of the ad- 
vertising angle, it should be even 
easier to land the stuff. 





Dressed Banner 

Mayfair, N. Y., on its ‘Alimony 
Madness’ banner had three figures, 
one a girl in pyjamas. Sign was 
made more effective by ‘dressing’ 
the girl in pink pyjamas which were 
logse enough to swell out in the 
breeze. It’s a common trick to 
dress up posters with cloth, but 
cloth on cloth is more effective than 
most would believe, provided it is 
effectively done. 

Banners are coming into such 
general use that it pays now to give 
more attention to making these im- 
portant since the original value of 
novelty has worn off. 

By the same token it is about 
time that a new idea in valances 
turned up. zetting too standard, 
Might be a bit expensive, but a 
black cloth valance with cutout 
letters in gold or silver cloth would 





$150 with eight of $25 each. Stories 





Warner’s neighs, Lew Schaefer 
tackles brewery company for news- 


must be the McCoy and attested as 
such. Contest closes May 30. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Oklahoma City. 

The Liberty theatre, owned by 
Pracna & Smith at Alva, Okla., was 
completely destroyed by fire tast 
week. The Savoy theatre at Yukon, 
Okla., closed indefinitely. Griffith 
Brothers remodeling the Victory 
theatre at Shawnee, Okla. John 
Terry appointed manager of the 
Del Rio theatre at Clinton, Okla. 
Miss Irene Stephenson has leased 
the Whiteway theatre at Marlow, 
Okla, 





Springfield, O. 
Douglas George here from Palace, 
Phila., to handle the Chakeres- 
Warner houses here under direc- 
tion of Phil Chakeres. 





New York City. 

San Jose theatre has reopened as 
the Teatro Variedades, again with a 
Spanish-language picture policy. 
Teddy Forem, formerly in charge of 
the house, again managing. Theatre 
is located in the heart of the Har- 
lem Spanish community. 

Ben Roman, formerly official of 
the Picture Guild and Bronx circuit, 
both 3ronx theatre chains, has 
taken over the Renaissance, Har- 
lem, 





Montgomery, Ala. 
Lloyd Townes transferred Leon 





| sistant manager Riveria, Knoxville. 


| here, 


Copeland, Strand manager, to as- 





Los Angeles. 

Robert M. Harris, temporary 
manager at the Boulevard (F-WC) 
while Bruce Fowler was in 
Santa Barbara, has been shifted to 
the Granada, Ontario, replacing 
Charles Wuerz, resigned. Shift of 
F-WC managers in San Diego has 
B. F. Naus, from the Egyptian 
(naborhood) becoming manager of 
the California, and replaced at his 





old assignment by Joseph Wyatt. 
Charles McManus, former manager 
of the Orpheum, San Diego, goes to 
the Balboa there, replacing J. L. 
Kendrick, resigned. 

William Hughart has taken over | 
the Central, Lowell, Ariz., one of 
the dark houses recently dumped by 
the F-WC trustees. He will reopen 
the house at once. 

Ed Penn, formerly with Skouras 
Bros. house operation in New York, 
has been appointed assistant to 
Dick Dickson, div. mgr. of F-WC 
inland division here. Penn recently 
= been doing field work for F- 


Seattle. 
Homer Gill to Portland to man- 
age Liberty; Jim Runte from Spo- 
kane to Liberty, Portland. 
Ray Howes assistant to J. Wm. 
Houck, manager of Roxy. 


Pittsburgh. 

Charlie Eagels now manager of 
State, Washington, Pa. 

Max Friedman, formerly booker 
for Paramount's entire midwest cir- 
cuit, named chief booker for WB 
here, succeeding Bill Barron, who 
has been shifted to the managerial 
staff at his own request. 3arron 
to the Belmar, small nabe house. 

Pittsburgh. 

Charles Murray, assistant man- 

ager at the Warner for some time, 


be swagger on a bigger than usual 
picture. 





Money for Bikes 
Hollywood, 

Big bike parade and race along 
Hollywood blvd., including every- 
thing that ran on two wheels was 
the stunt put on by Warners exploi- 
tation dept to focus interest on the 
second week’s vaude-pic bill at the 
Hollywood. 

Wheeled cavalcade, which brought 
out a lot of antique vehicles and a 
lot of pioneer riders for the hilar- 
ious amusement of street crowds, 
was staged during the noon hour. 

Free-for-all race finished in front 
of theatre where Cant. Willie Mauss, 
whose bicycle number featured the 
bill, handed out tickets and prizes 
to the winners. 


One Out of 39 


Newark, 

Warners and the Newark ‘Ledger’ 
are running a contest to choose a 
‘Sunshine Girl’ from Northern New 
Jersey. 39 houses will run the con- 
test for five weeks, beginning this 
week. Two girls will be chosen 
winners each week in each theatre, 
which will give them prizes. Of 
these girls one will be selected in a 
preliminary contest to represent the 
house in the county finals. The 
winners will also appear in the 
grand finals at the Branford where 
many grand prizes are offered, 
These include an Oldsmobile and a 
Pontiac sedan and 10 trips to Ber- 








now manager of small-seat Palace, | 
downtown, succeeding J. A. McDon- | 
ald, shifted to the Davis. Pat Not- 
toro replaces Murray at the Warner. | 





i 


New Post for Witte | 
Tl. 


Decatur, 
Paul Witte, former city manager | 
for Publix three houses here, has | 


(Continued on page 44) j 


muda. The basis of the contests 
will be beauty, talent, or personality 

which sounds inclusive enough, 

Three Way Pull 
Brussels. 

What has to be done to fill a cone 
cert hall in these days! Jack Payne, 
late of the B.B.C., and his band are 
ito give a show at the Palais des 
May 23. The 


Beaux Arts here on 
b.o. was opened yesterday and every 
person buying a couple of seats was 


presented gratis with (a) a new 
double-sided gramophone disc; (b) 
a packet of cigarettes, a bottle of 
perfume or a tablet of soap; and 


(c) a lottery ticket, 


Because of- 
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Tuesday, May 16, 1933 


















in 


ELMER 
REAT 


A batty comedy of baseball and. blondes. With 

Frank McHugh, Patricia Ellis, Claire Dodd. 

From the famous play by Ring Lardner and 

George M. Cohan. Directed by Mervyn Le Roy. 
A First National Picture ~ 


VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 


& 


BROWN 
THE 


IN KANSAS CITY 


‘‘Getting away to a great start at the 
Uptown.’’— Variety 


IN CINCINNATI 


‘‘Top money at Keith’s.’’— Variety 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 


‘“‘Best box-office bet in some time 
at the Lyric.’’— Variety 


IN LINCOLN, NEB. 


‘‘A wow in this spot.’’— Variety 


AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
(Soon) 





“FILM DAILY” SUGGESTS: 


“Films are getting too serious....the de- 
mand for wholesome comedy never was so 
great. Theatres need a few good orders of 
laughter to lighten up the over-serious con- 
tent of the current cinema bill-of-fare.”’ 


GET 5 BIG-STAR COMEDIES 
NOW FROM 


WARNER BROS. 
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THE BIG CAGE 


(Continued from page 17) 


caged up with his big cats most of 
the time in his first and only fea- 
ture picture. The threat of vio- 
lence that’s always present in the 
actual animal moments, plus clever 
staging that manages to bring out 
the utmost possibilities, make ‘The 
Big Cage’ exciting now and then. 
But not often enough. 

The story that was trumped up to 
set off the cage antics goes about 
the business of creating situations 
in a crude and dull way. Rather 
than a help it’s a hindrance. - The 
cage moments, excellently photo- 
graphed, would have made a great 
two-reeler. But they can’t carry 
7 minutes of feature, nor did the 
studio provide the supporting name 
help that was required. ‘Cage’ will 
interest the kids mostly, and it 
probably won't see healthy returns 
in general. 

No dame stuff for Beatty. He's 
confined to his animals and an at- 
tachment for an orphan kid, Mickey 
Rooney, who worships him. The 
romance end is handled by Anita 
Page and Wallace Ford. Additional 
precaution against a possible bad 
performance by the Ringling show's 
star attraction was taken by the 
script department. The dialog con- 
fines Beatty to brief, curt sentences, 
none of which demands emoting. 
Consequently Beatty's entire per- 
formance must be judged by his 
scenes in the cage and, for effect, 
must depend on the illusion built 
up around his frequent bouts with 
the beasts. 

Beatty in real life is the first to 
have worked lions and tigers in the 
same ring on a large scale, and that 
fact is borrowed to serve as the 
meat of the story. His feat, if ac- 
complished, is expected to pull the 
nearly bankrupt Whipple circus out 
of the hole after a tough season. 
Action goes on in the winter quar- 
ters, where Beatty prepares his 
turn, and the picture ends with the 
opening performance of the season. 

Beatty makes two trips to the 
hospital as a result of clawings be- 
fore he finally conquers the beasts. 
After a finished performance at the 
opener, a storm blows down the 
tent and the animals break loose, 
but it winds up okay for everybody. 

When Beatty is cracking his 
whip, poking with his chair and 
otherwise maneuvering the cats, 
meanwhile always on the lookout 
to keep the lions and tigers from 
mixing, it’s always exciting. His 
optical hypnotism of a heavyweight 
tiger, in which he makes the ani- 
mal roll over and do everything but 
play house, is the climaxing high- 
light here, just as it is in Beatty's 
real life sawdust specialty. 

In one corking sequence a lion 
and tiger get into a tangle and the 
fur flies. They break ’em with a 
hose, but not until the warring ani- 
mals have connected plenty with 
each other’s throats. 

Anita Page, who can wear tights, 
does a Lietzel, with Ford her animal 
training sweetheart, who loses his 
nerve after being badly mangled in 
action. Vince Barnett and Andy 
Devine are in for comedy purposes, 
with feeble material holding them 
down. Bige. 


Kiss Betore the Mirror 


and release. Fea- 
Frank Morgan, Pau' 
From play by 





Universal production 
tures Nancy Carroll, 
Lukas and Gloria Stuart. 


Ladislaus Fodor, Adaptation for screen 
by William Anthony McGuire. Directed by 
James Whale. Photography by Karl 
Freund. At RKO Roxy, N. Y., week May 
12. Running time, 67 mins. 

OMG si awh sdcekicetesiveews Naney Carroll 
Dr. Paul Held...ec.cseveus Frank Morgan 
Dr. Walter Bernsdorf.......... Paul Lukas 
TTA. DTMOROL ss <4 0000000008 Gloria Stuart 
FEUIGD . wabsccvchbigsege feenawas Jean Dixon 
Bachelor é....6:0 Sodas svaes Walter Pidgeon 
ree a¥eeceees Charles Grapewin 
ee ee Sree Donald Cook 
SUN O TPO o's ceveccccenss Allen Connor 
36 56 5o4cebueeseuns Wallis Clark 


Murder and love for passable en- 
tertainment in this instance. Much, 
of the credit goes to the direction 
of James Whale and the adaptation 
of William Anthony McGuire. Will 
need effective campaigning, but for 
general first-run purposes, includ- 
ing first-runs in ‘B’ houses, it 
ought to see average returns. It 
has a pretty good cast lineup for 
names. 

While more distinctly a ‘B’ rather 
than an ‘A’ booking, less chance of 
audience disappointment in ‘A’s’ 
than with many secondary releases 
of the majors. Picture deals in 
novel subject matter and is sordid 
to some extent. But it has the vir- 
tue of building up suspense. 

Love interest is negated by mur- 
der, caused in the initial 500 feet 
when a jealous husband shoots his 
wife's lover, and a second appears 
immiment up to the final reel when 
the lawyer defending his friend- 
murderer starts to suspect his own 
wife of infidelity. Much of the ac- 
tion is concerned with argument in 
and out of court supporting the 
theory that a woman who cheats 
ought to be shot. 

Picture is based on a play of for- 
eign origin and is localed in Vienna. 
When the lawyer notices that his 
wife goes through the same motions 
his friend’s gypping frau did be- 
fore keeping a secret tryst with her 
his suspicions are confirmed. 
Effort to create a similar situation 
for purposes of suspicion has re- 
sulted in overemphasis, with result 


lover, 








through most of the sequence. 

Nancy Carroll is the unfaitiful 
wife. She’s a more mature char- 
acter than usual, and has been pro- 
vided a wardrobe in that connec- | 
tion which helps, taking her away 
from the junior misses. But in try- | 
ing to go dramatic in a couple | 
scenes Miss Carroll overplays badly 
This is also true of Frank Morgan, 
particularly in the display of his- 
trionics during the courtroom se- 
quence. 

Whale’s direction, outside of the 
boudoir scene where Morgan de- 
velops murder instincts, raises an 
otherwise drab subject to effective- 
ness. McGuire's punchy dialog, to- 
gether with comedy lines woven 
into the pattern, also contribute 
much. Char. 


FORGOTTEN MEN 


Presented by Jewel Productions, Inc.. and 
released independently. Based on World 
War material. Compiled and supervised by 
Samuel Cummins. At the Rialto. N. Y., 


patrons at this house ‘Sed 
| 
| 


beginning May 12. Running time, about 
82 mins. 
If this subject is copiously ex- 


ploited it will draw in almost any 
type of house, excluding, of course, 
the deluxers. It is a certain bet 
especially for freak-policied the- 
atres. The picture itself is out- 
standing in its class, 

Many enterprises have delved into 
government archives for official ma- 
terial. ‘Forgotten Men’ is probably 
the first which approximates a con- 
tinuity and actually succeeds in 
knitting World War events together 
in such a way as not only to enter- 
tain but to be invaluable as an edu- 
cational medium. 

Carefully edited in as to empha- 
size a story thread for pacificism 
against a battlefield background, 
and also to introduee the develop- 
ment of the war step by step, are 
eight officers representing as many 
countries. In this manner march- 
ing troops, guns, sinking ships, 
planes, etc., are afforded slight in- 
termissions and are given an added 
clarity and significance. 

The material has been so assem- 
bled that, even though viewers of 
similar subjects will note familiar 
clips, th general audience attitude 
will be one of witnessing something 
new. 

While most of the material prob- 
ably was culled from actual govern- 
ment records, there is also a generous 
sprinkling of close and semi-close- 
ups, which, from every point of 
logic, could have only been made in 
a studio. ‘What Price Glory,’ ‘Lilac 
Time,’ ‘Q Ships’ are all suggested in 
certain of the assemblage. If this 
is true, then the compilers aye to be 
congratulated. There is nothing so 
boring as a straight 80 minutes of 
rainy government matter, 

‘Forgotten Men’ is also ¢goming 
out at a time when the war subject 
is brand new to another generation 
and when the boys who took part 
will doubtless be eager to re-live the 


earlier days. Waly. 
. EX-LADY 
Warner Bros. production and_ release. 


Features Bette Davis, Gene Raymond un- 
derlined. Directed by Robert Florey. 
Screen play by David Boehm from original 
story by Edith Fitzgerald and Robert Ris? 
kin; dialog director, Stanley Logan; cam- 
era, Tony Gaudio. At Strand, N. Y., week 


Eagle and the Hawk 


_ Paramount production and release 
Features Fredric March, Cary Grant: sub 
features Carole Lombard, Jack Oakie. Di- 


rected by Stuart Walker. Based on story 
by John Monk Saunders. Bogart Rogers 
Seton I. Miller, screen play; Harry Fish- 
beck, camera At Paramount, N. Y., week 
May 12 Running time, 74 mins 
Jerry Young...............-Fredric March 
ee ear ae Cary Grant 
Mike ON Re Jack Vakie 
The Beautiful Lady....... Carole Lombard 
Major Dunham ...+..Sir Guy Standing 
TORey secon .Adrienne D’Ambricourt 
Strictly a formula story of the 
Royal Flying Corps by the man 
who wrote ‘Wings’ with a labori- 


ously dragged in romantic bit to get 
a feminine star’s name on the pro- 
gram. But it takes more than 50 
or 60 feet of sex stuff to make love 
interest. It might better have been 
left out. 

Nothing much new in the matter 
of plot, the same old yarn of the 
man who gets fed up on the use- 
lessness of war. Story owes more 
to the deftness with which it has 
been developed than to any basic 
interest. Not overloaded with air 
footage, and that used has a direct 
bearing on the yarn and is not pad- 
ding. Men probably will go for 
the story, and many women will 
appreciate the psychology. No war 
story is calculated to be a knock- 
out just now, so this probably will 
not prove a strong grosser. How- 
ever, it will make good with those 
attracted; more than may be said 
of some studies. 

Basic idea is the hero who is 
broken by the strain. He has lost 
observer after observer without 
serious injury to himself, and it 
breaks his morale. His last ob- 
server is a rather tough-fibered 
chap wha has been unable to get 
his wings, but must wear the sin- 
gle pinion of an observer. It was 
on March's recommendation he was 
left behind, and there is bad blood 
between them. March is sent back 
home to regain his poise, there is a 
brief two-scene interlude with 
Carole Lombard, and he comes back 
to the lines still shaken. He is dis- 
gusted with it all, and when he is 
acclaimed a hero he indulges in 
much the same tirade as has been 
written into other similar stories. 
He is regarded with tolerance in 
the belief that he is drunk, but he 
oes to his room and shoots him- 
self, 

It is not until this point is 
reached that the element of novelty 
enters the story. His quondam 
enemy conceals the fact of his 
death, loads him into a plane in 
early morning, takes him up and 
riddles the plane and body with 
machine gun fire. Then he crashes 
to his own death, but he has given 
the man he hated—but understood 
—a hero’s finish instead of the 
stigma of a quitter. It is neatly 
turned, is unexpected and comes at 
a point where it gives impetus to 
an idea which seems to be closing 
in with a ‘just another’ tag. 

Yarn is adroitly told in both dia- 
log and action, Jack Oakie contrib- 
uting some sorely-needed comedy 
touches here and there. It is the 
only relief save for a delightfully 
played bit between Oakie and 
Adrienne D’Ambicourt, who makes 
the most of her single scene. Carole 
Lombard contributes little in spite 
of sincere playing. March offers a 
finely sensitive study, acting with 


force, but entirely without bom- 
bast. Cary Grant is more along 
usual lines, but he supplies the 





April 11. Running time, 56 mins. 

BROPE MOOR. cc éccetcceceaesss Bette Davis 
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‘Ex-Lady’ is a weak sister. Prob- 
ably the best campaign angle is the 
trite sensationalism which’ the 
Strand is currently ballying. It's 
one of those pseudo ultra-modern 
things which only draws laughs in 
the wrong places. 

Bette Davis is the talented com- 
mercial artist who is content to 
continue, without benefit of clergy, 


with Gene Raymond, advertising 
man. Latter finally forces the 
legal banns, from which point a 


breach ensues, bringing in Monroe 
Owsley as the light villain who is 
frankly on the make. 

Everything about ‘Ex-Lady’ is 
stupidly frank, dating from the in- 
itial premise of the meretricious re- 
lationship, so that there’s no sus- 
pense for the fan who, if he or she 
has ever before paid an admission 
fee at a wicket, must sense just 
how it will all iris-out. 

In between there are any number 
of banalities, from casting to dia- 
log. An example is the situation 
where our shero and the villain are 
playing around; hubby wants to 
know, ‘You didn’t!’ as a checker- 
upper on her virtue. That's al- 


most on a par with the _ burlesk 
mellerdrammer which had previ- 
ously been screened in Ruth Et- 


ting’s short on this same bill. . 
Miss Davis’ costume choices seem 
all awry for her personality, includ- 
ing one high-necked affair that’s 
dangerously reminiscent of the 
giraffe women in the Ringling-B&B 
circus. As for Kay Strozzi as a 
vamp, a couple of those camera 
shots almost couldn’t be on the 
level. Seemingly this was recog- 
nized, as evidenced by the choppy 
film editing, but 56 minutes is short 
enough, so there’s no latitude for 


much further shearing. This ‘'un| 
will set back Miss Davis. And just | 
as she was coming along. Abel. 


complementary action’ effectively, 
and Sir Guy Standing as the com- 
mander gets a brief chance now 
and then. Chic. 


OKRAINA 


(‘Outskirts’) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 
Moscow, May 2. 

Another first-rate war picture 
may be chalked up to Russia’s credit 
with ‘Outskirts’ (‘Okraina’), re- 
cently released by Mezhrapomfilm. 
The director and co-scenarist, B. 
Barnet, has obviously taken a hint 
or two from the American produc- 
tion of ‘All Quiet.’ At any rate, a 
few incidents are reminiscent of the 
Remarque film. But for the rest 
the picture is of Russia Russian, 
with a flavor inimitable anywhere 
else. 

The picture has no plot in the or- 
dinary sense. In terms of a few 
clearly delineated characters it 
gives a cross-section of a provincial 
district close to the Russian-Ger- 
man front in the Great War. The 
war scenes, trench fighting, bayonet 
attacks and all, are among the most 
effective this writer has ever seen; 
a good deal on the realistic, grue- 
some side. 

But the strength of the film rests 
more in the behind-the-line life of a 
sleepy hamlet sunk in mud and ig- 
norance. The war comes and 
wrenches simple working lads from 
their work-benches and hurls them 
into the thick of the war. The fever 
of patriotism seizes poor no less 
than rich. An old German sgshoe- 
maker, for years the crony of a 
Russian shoemaker, must depart; 
their national hatreds and personal 
affections clash. A few small busi- 
ness men wax wealthy on war or- 


ders. German prisoners are quar- 
tered on the town. A crude and 
tender love springs up between a 





‘ened by vodka, 


young girl and a gangling German 
boy. Local patriotic fervor, height- 
vents itsélf on this 





German, who is nearly beaten to | 
death, 

It is of such homely incidents that 

the film is compounded, with a 4 

| 

| 

} 


perb musical background drawn 
chiefly from folk-songs. The life of 
old Russia, sleepy, dirty, pathetix 
and peculiarly sentimental even in 


its brutality, is beautifully rendered. 
The individual characters are care- 


fully portrayed, with a minute at- 
tention to detail. 
‘Outskirts’ in one way marks a 


milestone in Soviet film art. There 
has been much general talk about 
restoring human beings to the So- 
viet screen. This film at last does 
it and does it brilliantly. Instead of 
generalized symbols such as domi- 
nated in the last few years, we have 
here living, feeling individuals. The 
loce story of the little Russian gir] 
and her German prisoner has genu- 
ine heart-appeal in it. The Rus- 
sian-German games of checkers, 1n- 
terrupted by a strange and incom- 
prehensible war, are poignantly 
emotional. And above it all is the 
deep feeling with which the suffer- 
ing of individual soldiers in the 
great slaughter is conveyed through 
human touches. 

The picture ends, inevitably, with 
the advent of the revolution. First 
comes the Kerensky period, when 
the war is half-heartedly but none- 
the-less bloodily carried on. Then 
comes the victorious Bolshevik rev- 
olution, when Russian and German 
in this outskirt hamlet march shoul- 
der to shoulder to the strains of the 
International. Lyons. 


JUNGLE BRIDE 
Monogram production and release. Pro- 
duced by Arthur F. Beck. Directed by 


Harry O. Hoyt and Albert Kelly. Stars 
Anita Page and features Charles Starrett. 
Story by Leah Baird. Photographer, Harry 
Stoddard and* 


Jackson. Music by Harry 

Marcy Klauber. At the Roxy, N. Y., week 
May 12. Running time, 53 mins. 

Doris BVARG. «occ cvcceerecasiess Anita Page 
Gordon Wayne......ce.+e-s- Charles Starrett 
John Franklin..........-Kenneth Thomson 
Eddie Stevens...ccocccsecssss Eddie Borden 
Capt. ANG@eraem. ss ocecceces Clarence Geldert 


‘Jungle Bride’ looks a tough b.o. 
proposition. Headed for double- 
feature spots, as it has an uncon- 
vincing plot inexpertly filmed. Ac- 
tion may impel laughs when not in- 
tended. 

Plot has Charles Starrett on the 
lam after being implicated in a mur- 
der. A newspaper reporter is depu- 
tized to bring him back to answer 
for the crime for which the girl's 
brother is in jail. News lad and the 
girl are engaged. Opening shot has 
Starrett, the fianced pair and a third 
male companion on shipboard bound 
for Africa, This is one of the spots 
where the music comes in, Starrett 
strums a guitar unentertainingly for 
the passengers aboard. There’s a 
shipwreck and in the resulting jun- 
gle melee, after a lion fight, ete., the 
girl and Starrett marry and the 
newsnaper lad is left in the cold. 
Her brother has confessed and died, 
exonerating Starrett. 

Plot is all dialog, outside of the 
lion fight and the shipwreck, and 
neither of these two action points 
are convincingly photographed or 
maneuvered. And after it’s all over, 
customers are still mystified as to 
why Starrett was suspected of the 
murder. 

Miss Page exaggerates the dra- 
matics of her role, and her makeup 
is faulty. Kenneth Thomson de- 
serves something better than the 
inane dialog handed him here. 

Shan. 


Footsteps in the Night 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Deane production and Associated 
Talking Pictures release. Features Benita 
Hume. No credits given. Cast: Peter 
Hannen, Harold Huth, Walter Armitage, 
Jack Lambert, Polly Emerie, Robt. Eng- 
lish, Margert Binner, Frances Ross Camp- 
bell. At Loew’s New York, N. Y., one 
day, May 9%, on double bill. Running 
time, 59 mins. 


Basil 





Poor interior photography, which 
a few years ago was the hallmark 
of British productions, is here again. 
Only one interior has enough juice 
to give a brilliant picture. The 
scenario goes back another 10 years. 
Just a piece of film for third raters 
in a product jam. , 

Bridegroom whoftakes the papers, 
in this case the awing of his in- 
vention, with h on his honeymoon 
is decoyed frogm the love nest by a 
bogus telegram. <A pet spaniel re- 
moves the plans from his suitcase, 
so when he’s captured and can't de- 
liver the chief villain goes to his 
home to wrangle the plans from the 
wife. Then it’s half an hour of 
Benita Hume and Harold ‘ Huth 
making faces at each other as they 
seek to cover their real emotions. 
Then there’s a chase and finally a 
fist fight that migl.t have been lifted 
from any one of 75 of the last hun- 
dred westerns, though in the Amer- 
ican westerns the sock is not heard. 
In this version every punch carries 
its sound. 

Some of the bits out in the open 
are picturesque, and they toss in a 
lot of montage in spots, machinery 
shots, remote control camera, and 
other fillers not particularly help- 
ful in the absence of any real sus- 
pense or freshness of idea. 

Miss Hume suggests she could 


|} Australia. 


DIGGERS IN BLIGHTY 


(AUSTRALIAN MADE) 
Sydney, April 12 

Produced by Pat Hanna at Efftee, Mel. 
bourne. Story by Pat Hanna and others, 
Directed by Pat Hanna and Raymond 
Longford Photography by Arthur Hig- 
gins Features Pat Hanna, George Moon 
Joe Valli and Thelma Scott RCA 
At apitol, Sydney Running time 
mins 

Useless for anywhere but 
This about sums up the 
valuation of ‘Diggers in Blighty.’ 
Mostly suited to the nabe theatres 
on a split-week booking. Picture is 
war vintage and old at that. Com- 
mences along splendid dramatic 
lines, but finally becomes poor slap- 
stick. 

Hanna, Moon and Valli are not 
comedians in picture sense. Acting 
in the early scenes is very good, but 
with the introduction of the com- 
edy element picture fades. Direction 
is not so good, and the continuity 
has been very poorly developed. The 
photography is a bright spot in an 
otherwise drab production. Rick. 


HORIZON 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Merabpomfilm production and Amkino ree 
lease in U. S. Directed by Lev Kuleshov;: 


le 
eise 


scenario, Victor Shklovski: music. David 
Block; English titles, Nathan Adler. At 
Europa, N. Y., for grind run May 12. Run- 
ning time, 62 mins. 

iF SETTER ee Nikolai Batalov 
The Watchmaker........ B. Kara-Dmittriev 


Bs Ges cone diuaseee sss Elena Sheremetieva 
Isaak Horizon, Leo's Uncle, 

Mikhail Doronin 
His Daughter, Rose,.......Elena Kuzmina 
SRO's 5 0:4 0S OWL wine 066s wae0-00 Mikhail Doler 





Usual Communistic fodder with 
nothing whatever to save it for the 
box office on this side. Just a dis- 
jointed film. 

Young Jew by the name of Hori- 
zon is bitter on the subject of mis- 
treatment of Jews. It’s the old Rus- 
sia. War breaks out and he is 
drafted into the army. He escapes, 
reaches America and suffers some 


more. He goes to war and-is sent 
to Russia. There he sees a new 
light. Russia has changed. The 


peasant is facing a bright future. 
All handled naively, almost in- 
anely. Continuity is bad and pho- 
tography surprisingly off. Maybe 
the result of duping the negative on 
this side. Sound bothers everybody, 
with the dialog stilted and unnat- 
ural. Scenes in America are the 
best part of the film from an Ameri- 
can standpoint. They’re so far away 
from fact they’re good for a few 
laughs. Kauf. 


THEODOR KOERNER 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Aafa production. General Film _ release 
for U. S. Directed by Carl Boese; music, 
Schmidt-Boelcke; scenario, Franz Rauch. 
At 79th St. Playhouse, N. Y., week May 5, 
Running time, 80 mins. 


Theodor Koerner. Willi Domgraf-Fassbaende ° 


Toni Adamberger........... Dorothea Wieck 
Eleonore v. Prohaska........... Lissi Arna 
Major von Luetzow..........Sigurd Lohde 
Frau von Luetzow......... Maria Meissner 
Koerner’s father........ Ludwig Trautmann 
Koerner’s mother...... Marta Maria Newes 





Under normal conditions this pice 
ture would be a fair box office pos- 
sibility in Teuton nabes. With 
things as they are there’s hardly a 
chance as it’s a highly nationalis- 
tic, patriotic effort along historic 
lines. 

Story is laid in the Napoleonie 
era when the little Frenchman was 
pressing Prussia under his heels. 
Koerner was a poet, a writer of 
songs, who had a particular gift for 
patriotic ditties which kindled the 
masses, At the end he’s killed, giv- 
ing the picture a weepy ending. 

Carl Boese, one of Germany's best 
comedy directors, megged this one 
and seems to have been lost. Pic- 
ture is very theatrical, overacted 
throughout, doesn’t convince, and 
the tempo is all off. Dorothea 
Wieck the only one in the cast of 
interest in the ’U. S. She does a 
thoroughly bad job of acting, too, 
indicating that in her approaching 
Hollywood Paramount career she 
will either be made or lost by the 
director on her first picture. 

Kauf. 


Berlin Alexanderplatz 
(GERMAN MADE: 


Allianz production. Capital Filin release 
in U, §S. Features Heinrich George and 
Maria Bard. Directed by Phil Jutzi; 
scenario, Alfred Doeblin and Hans Wil- 


helm, Based on novel by Alfred Doeblin; 
camera, Erich Giese. At the Vanderbilt, 
N. Y., on grind run, May 10. Running 
time, 90 mins. 

Franz Bieberkopf.........- Heinrich George 
POGUENOEE, Fe cbs dcoccecccses Bernhard Minetti 
DE cheascosscocecees eMegaret Behieges 
Ns cuhe0ns6066000860 000066650 ments Eee 
PUums. 2.00 coreccecceseseeess Albert Florath 
Henschke,......cccceesess: Paul Westermeie 


3erlin’s contribution to the gang- 
ster cycle. Not much chance to get 
anywhere over here. Got off to a 
good start at the Vanderbilt be- 
cause advertised as based on a 
novel burned by the Germans on the 











do good work under modern direc- 
tion and Peter Hannen might be al! | 
right if he had something to do. | 
Harold Huth is conventional here. 
Picture not at all representative of 
t'.e new British product. Chic. i 


day the film opened. Intrinsically, 
the film itself has very little. 

Important is that there’s a girl 
in a small par who looks like a 
find She's Margaret Schlegel, 
beautiful and with acting ability. 

Picture has some good points but 
is too slow, long winded and lacks 
sufficient action. Treated with Eng- 
lish titles imporperly spotted. 


Story has to do with Franz Bibere 


(Continued on page 25} 
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STARS 


A new Janet Gaynor in breath-taking gowns... 
Henry Garat destined to win America’s heart. 


(CO Mabe gg | 


ROMANCE 


A pert and saucy miss who completely con- 
quers a boudoir veteran. 
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MUSLEC 


Catchy song hits they’re already humming 
... joyous with the spirit of spring. 


Tuesday, May 16, 1933 
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Story by Paul Frank and Billie Wilder | 
Music by Werner Richard Heymann. 
Directed by WILHELM DIETERLE f 
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(Continued from page 7) 


ing more to the theatre group than 
Pp-F-M, latter gave PE its note for 
$47,113 to equalize matters. 
Sample of Op. Deals 
Second item of $40,386 covers 
notes in part payment of leasehold 
and equipment of the Palace, Gary, 
Ind., by PE from the Indiana-Ohio 
Corp. Later on records revealed an 
item of $175,000 in purchase of this 
theatre by PE, with the amount 
credited to Indiana-Ohio, which was 


then owned 502% by PE and 50% 
by Fitzpatrick-McElroy. In turn, 
F-McE was owned (5% by PE 


which through the purchase of the 
Gary house obtained 100% control 
of the Gardiana Corp. covering that 
property. 

A little later as the financial deal- 
ings and complexities of PE piled 
up, Klots stopped himself on a line 
of questioning on his own asserted 
grounds it was getting too compli- 
cated for him. Gowthorpe was 
lighting fresh cigarets and others 
present were beginning to get dizzy 
listening to the attempted unravel- 
ing of the setup. 

The original Comerford deal with 
Publix and last December's turn- 
back of that chain to M. E. Comer- 
ford came in for considerable at- 
tention, with trustee attorneys ask- 
ing that various records and ex- 
planations be obtained. 

Principally, trustee is delving in- 
to the matter of $4,507,200 in notes 
assigned by PE to Paramount Pub- 
lix. Wanting in some detail, the ori- 
g:. of Comerford-Publix corpora- 
tions and transactions that took 
place, Gowthorpe could not give a 
substantial account in this connec- 
tion. 

It developed, however, that one 
promissory note was of Publix- 
Comerford Corp. for $3,207,200, the 
other of Comerford-Publix Thea- 
tres Corp. a different company, for 
$1,300,000, both given PE i.. return 
for cash advances made from time 
to time. Gowthorpe could not say 
how these notes became acquired 
by P-P, though assumption was 
PE’s idebtedness to the parent com- 
pany was reduced by this amount 
through the assignment. 


Comerford Deals 


The Par comptroller also could 
not say whether there was any 
writter. contract covering Comer- 
ford transactions other than re- 
corded in the minutes. It was final- 
ly brought out that the notes of 
over $4,000,000 were turned over by 
P-P to a newly-created corporation, 
Penncom Corp., formed in Decem- 
ber when Comerford houses went 
back to Comerford, in return for all 
of the B preferred stock of Penn- 
com 

Gowthorpe did not know what was 
the capital stock of Penncom or 
what proportion of the stock the B 
preferred represented. When asked 
if he could get a balance sheet of 
Penncom, the PE v. p. said he 
would try but that he had seen none 
as yet. 

Lawyers also asked for produc- 
tion of balance sheets of Comerford- 
Publix Corp. and Comerford-Publix 
Theatres Corp. It was said that in- 
terest on the notes when held by 
PE was turned over to P-P when 
transfer was made, 

After revealing sale of one thea- 
tre in Canton, O., controlled by the 
Publix-Canton, Ohio subsid, for the 
total amount of $1, the matter of the 
corporate and capital setup of PE 
Was tackled. 

In this connection it was revealed 
that new issues of stock were for 
the purpose of retiring indebtedness 
of PE to the parent Par Publix com- 
pany, latter getting all of the stock, 
and that once a dividend of $3,500,- 
000 was declared but never paid out 
in cash. Par, to whom dividend was 
due, left the money in PE and con- 
sidered it thereafter as a loan of 
$3,500,000. 

P. E. $14,000,000 Subsid 

PE is a $14,000,000 subsidiary, in- 
corporated in Delaware. It owns 
100% of the stock of approximately 
46 subsidiaries and 50% of the stock 
of approximately 30 others. Certain 
of the subsids of PE in turn own 
100% of the stock or had a sub- 
stantial stock interest in a large 
number of other corporations, with 
theatres either owned outright or 
leased from other subsids or from 
third parties. In many instances, 
around 70, PE guaranteed the 
leases and other obligations of sub- 
sidiaries. 

According to a trustee report, PE 
appears to be directly liable as 
lessee on seven leases which have 
since been sub-leased or assigned 
to wholly or partially owned sub- 





Ssids. ‘Rent appears to be in de- 
fault on certain of these leases and 
the receiver believes that operation 
of some of the properties cannot be 
made to yield a sufficient return to 
make leases of any value to the 
estate herein,’ report adds. 

PE was originally organized under 
name of Southern Enterprises, Inc., 
May 26, 1919, with capital stock of 
50,000 shares at $100 each. In 1929 
when company became PE, stock 
was increased to 100,000 shares and 
in September, 1931, to 140,000. Stock 
of the company went to Par-Publix 
in payment of advances made to the 
subsid by P-P. 

Unliquidated Advances 

These advances were numerous 
and not all were liquidated by PE 
through its own capital stock as a 
holding company. In one instance, 
$2,784,000 was realized through sale 
of stock in subsids of PE to apply 
to accumulated indebtedness with 
Famous Players Lasky, as company 
was then known. 

In 1931, $4,000,000 in additional 
PE stock was turned over to Par- 
Publix to satisfy an equal amount 
of indebtedness. Total indebtedness 
as P-P then was $6,075,427. 

At the time of the filing of PE 
in bankruptcy, Jan. 26 last, Para- 
mount Publix was owed $1,037,247 
by PE and Publix Theatres Corp. 
a total of $5,748,272. 

Stock interests of PE then, in 76 
subsidiary companies, listed as as- 
sets, amounted to $7,534,274. 

Total liabilities of the bankrupt 
PE theatre holding company are 
listed in the schedule at $41,214,407 
and assets, $23,864,076. Assets are 
made of debts due on open account, 
$16,329,801, and stocks, negotiable 
bonds, etc., $7,534,274. 

It was brought out at hearings last 
week that the books of Publix En- 
terprises were kept by Publix Thea- 
tres Corp., an operating and man- 
agement subsidiary of P-P, with PE 
having no payroll of its own. Pub- 
lix Theatres also handled money of 
PE which maintained no bank ac- 
count of its own at the time of the 
bankruptcy, with trustee report say- 
ing there was no cash available 
when receiver went in. In return 
for services rendered PE, by Pub- 
lix Theatres, periodic charges were 
made against PE. 

Following tomorrow’s (Wednes- 
day) hearing, a third may be held 
later in the week. Date will be ar- 
ranged to conform with convenience 
of David Stoneham, large creditor 
of PE, who wants to come from 
Boston to attend. 





Communists See Red, 
But Control Selves 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Expected demonstration of com- 
munists at the preview Wednesday 
(10) of Sergei Eisenstein’s ‘Thunder 
Over Mexico’ failed to materialize 
when the reds split over whether to 
throw stench bombs or employ cat 
calls. Extra police on duty outside 
the Carthay Circle were not needed, 
as the radicals did all the fighting 
among themselves. 

According to reports, the Commu- 
nists’ demonstration was to be 
aimed at Upton Sinclair whom, they 
felt, had joined the side of the bour- 
goise by tampering with the Eisen- 
stein picture. The soviet director is 
regarded by local sympathizers as 
an exponent of Communistic cin- 
ema art, 

Hoping to stop showing of ‘Mex- 
ico,, a small Hollywood publica- 
tion friendly to Soviet interests, is 
mailing 2,000 manifestos to _ film 
critics and newspapers here and 
abroad urging that the negative of 
the picture be turned back to 
Histenstein, now in Russia. 

Manifesto claims the film is a 
‘vulgarization of Ejisetestein’s con- 
ception’ and the ending, instead of 
being Soviet, is really fascistic. 

Soviet sympathizers also seek to 
prevent sale of 180,000 feet of 
excess film by Sol Lesser to others, 
saying that this will only further 
destroy the artistic eighth wonder 
of picture making. 

Manifesto also reveals a cam- 
paign had been launched previously 
to raise $100,000 to buy the 200,000 
feet of negative from Lesser and 
ship it to Eisenstein for cutting in 
Russia. 

According to Soviets here, they 
have already lined up four organi- 
zations to protest against ‘Thun- 
der Over Mexico’ showing. They 
are the, Soviets claim, the John 
Reed Club of New York, Workers’ 
Film and Photo League, Film 
Forum and Film Society of New 
York. Latter two are claimed not 
to be Russ boosters 





Norma Talmadge’s Rose 
Fever Cancels 4 Weeks 


Stricken with her annual rose 
fever, Norma Talmadge has had to 
cancel the four remaining weeks of 
the Talmadge-Jessel act’s Loew 
percentage stage bookings. She re- 
turns to Hollywood upon finishing 
the current week at the Valencia, 
Jamaica, Thursday (18). 

Rose fever, with which Miss Tal- 
madge has suffered for years, is 
similar to hay fever. It comes in 
the spring with arrival of the first 
roses, 


Loew wanted Jessel to team up 
with somebody else and play out the 
remaining bookings, but he declined. 


VOLUNTARY HOLD UPS 
ON QUESTIONED FILMS 


Detroit, May 15. 


Columbia is withholding its sub- 
sequent runs in Grand Rapids of 
‘So This Is Africa,’ after a woman 
in that town objected to the show- 
ing at the first run RKO house 
where picture played three weeks. 


Grand Rapids is without a censor 
but the papers took that issue up 
and it was decided to keep all 
questionable pictures out for awhile. 

Ed Beatty of the Buttarfield office 
and H. M. Richey of Allied Theatres 
decided that ‘So This Is Africa’ 
should be cut by the distributor and 
then submitted for okay of the city 
manager of that town. 

Other pictures being held up at 
the present time in that city are 
‘She Done Him Wrong’ and ‘Hot 
Pepper.’ 











Farnum Back 





(Continued from page 3) 


num was discharged by Dr. Alter 
as cured. Then came the choice of 
locations for his agency resumption. 

Meanwhile, Farnum, during his 
three or four years in Los Angeles, 
had become thoroughly familiar 
with the picture business. This, in 
addition to his knowledge of show 
business, gave him a mental equip- 
ment for his agency out here pos- 
sessed by few agents anywhere. 

Farnum’s showmanly ability was 
recognized, as seen in the fact that 
Mahoney, during all the years of 
Farnum’s absence from the active 
show field, remained under Far- 
num’s direction, following his book- 
ings and engagements. 

Farnum’s return to the agency 
field will particularly interest the 
east, where his unique career as an 
agent is well known. Farnum is 
the only agent on record who ever 
refused a Keith booking franchise. 
At the time of his refusal such a 
franchise was considered of great 
value. It was voluntarily offered 
to Farnum by the heads of the 
Keith office, and rejected by him on 
the ground it carried certain re- 
strictions which would not permit 
his freedom of booking and repre- 
sentation of his people. Farnum’s 
action was the talk of Broadway 
for a week. 


Booked Entire Casts 


He immediately opened his own 
booking agency in New York and 
became so important in the han- 
dling of musical comedy people that 
he practically booked entire casts 
for principals for several musical 
comedy producers, particularly 
Schwab & Mandel. At the same 
time, Farnum continued his other 
show bookings. 

In the picture field on the coast, 
Farnum will act as general rep- 
resentative and act in a promo- 
tional capacity. 

In the past, Farnum, in his rela- 
tion with actors and attractions, as- 
sumed more of a managerial super- 
vision over his people than merely 
as an agent seeking engagements 
for them. It is presumed Farnum 
will pursue the same course in the 
future. 





Calif. One-Nighters for 
‘Extra’ Vaudfilm Cast 


Hollywood, May 15. 


Cast of the combo film and stage 
production, ‘The Second Extra,’ will 
tour Southern California for one 
night stands before the show gets 
into any key spots. Cliff Broughton 
is now selecting the players, who 
will be headed by Betty Compson. 
Production starts next week. 

Broughton has no release set, but 
is counting on the novelty of the 
combo idea to get him bookings. He 
will seek bookings chiefly in vaud- 
film houses. 





Future of P. E. Anybody’s Guess 





Whether Publix Theatres Holding Co. Will 
Reorg. or Liquidate Just Depends 








a 


Tolhurst Bug Dramas 
Reissued as Talkers 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Principal Pictures will re-issue 
the Louis Tolhurst series of insect 
dramas which pioneered this field 
in the silents. 
‘Queen of the Underworld,’ deal- 


ing with ants, will be first release 
of the re-titled ‘Conflicts of Nature’ 
talking shorts, in which Frederick 
Shields will supply the off-screen 
narrative. 

Tolhurst, scientist of the micro- 
scope, was first to utilize the so- 
called ‘cold light’ in photographing 
insects. 


RECEIVER FOR PUBLIX 
THEATRES LATEST MOVE 


Matter of a _ receivership over 
Publix Theatres Corp., a separate 
subsidiary of Paramount Publix and 
having no direct connection with 
Publix Enterprises, itself in bank- 
ruptcy, was taken under advisement 


by Justice E. J. Gavegan in N. Y. 
Supreme court last week. Para- 
mount lawyers had asked a stay. 
with decision thus left pending. 

It is reported probable that Par 
may consent to a receivership over 
the Publix Theatres’ subsidiary, 
which is understood has no funds. 
Subsid, strictly set up to operate 
and manage theatres in return for 
fees paid for that purpose, ofter 
has been erroneously regarded as a 
holding company of theatre prop- 
erties or leases. 

Charles M. Fox, former Publix 
construction department exec, seeks 
to force naming of a receiver for 
Publix by proving that the com- 
pany is unable to satisfy a judg- 
ment of $47,722 he recently obtained 
against it on a breach of contract 
suit. Fox, in that suit, alleged he 
was summarily dropped by the con- 
struction department about a year 
ago. 


‘Night Coach’ Starts 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Noel Frances and Don Dilloway 
have been signed for leads in Pre- 
mier’s ‘The Night Coach,’ slated to 
start Thursday (15) at Tiffany stu- 
dio. 
Sam Neufeld will direct. 

















Roxy Cuts Admish 


New cut in admission prices has 
been made at the Roxy, but top 35c 
remains the same, 

House cuts from 35 to 25c from 
10:30 to closing, that taking in mid- 
night show. 

The Rialto is issuing free coupons 
to the public with which a patron 
is admitted at all times except Sat- 
urdays and Sundays by paying only 
25e. The coupon practically makes 
it a 15c giveaway on the house's 
40c admission scale, and a 40c give- 
away on the evening and holiday 
price of 65c. 


Studio Placements 


Lillian Bond, Eddie Hart, ‘Double 
Harness,’ Radio. 

Frank Dorian, George Le Guerre, 
Jean Akers, ‘Public Be Sold,’ Radio. 

Jane Brewster, ‘Headline Shoot- 
ers,’ Radio. 

Erle C. Kenton to direct ‘Big 
Executive,’ Radio. 

Edwin Maxwell, ‘Gambling Ship,’ 
Par. 

Vince Barnett, 
Metro. 

Reginald Barlow, Bramwell Flet- 
cher, ‘Strange Rhapsody,’ Metro. 

Winter Hall, ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
Fox. 

Merna Kennedy, ‘In the Money,’ 








‘Tugboat Annie,’ 


Breezy Eason to direct the next 
George Weeks feature. 
Lucile Browne, ‘Double Harness,’ 


RKO. 

Nat Pendelton, ‘Madame La | 
Gimp,’ Col. 

Jack Oakie, Skeets Gallagher, 


Harry Green, ‘Too Much Harmony,’ 
Par. 


Trustees and others involved in 
Publix Enterprises, Pars huge and 
involved theatre holding company, 
are not in a position as yet to pre- 
dict whether the chain can be re- 
organized or will have to go through 
the wringer by way of liquidation. 
It's anybody's guess, is the only 
answer now given. 

Liquidation, in favor of reorgani- 
zation will be avoided if at all pos- 
sible. Fear is that cventual auction 
of P. E. assets may be suicidal 
Complete liquidation would mean 
sale of stock ownership in theatres 
along with claims held by those 
theatres, many of ich may be re- 
garded as worthless by a prospec- 
tive purchaser. 

After nearly four months, the 
trustee, Irving Trust Co. and George 
Topliff, together with an army of 
lawyers and accountants, are be- 
ginning to get a semblance of the 
intricate Publix Enterprises picture 
and an idea of how the assets stack 
up alongside of liabilities. Much 
inter-lease and ownership entangle- 
ments had made the setup one of 
the most involved of its kind. 


Hearings Going On 

Two hearings in examination of 
officers have already been held. 
Four or five more would complete 
that routine. Through all of this 
and the collecting of assets by the 
trustee, the P. E. chain will continue 
operation under Dan Michalove, who 
was brought in by the trustee for 
that purpose. 

When the six months have elapsed 
since the bankruptcy began, within 
which time by law all creditors 
must file claims, it will be necessary 
to decide what steps are to be taken 
so far as liquidation is concerned. 
This will depend to some extent, 
perhaps, on the creditor claims and 
which, if any, are disapproved by 
the trustee. A reasorable number 
not approved might make reorgani- 
zation of P. E. more of a possibility 
than would be indicated now. 

Turnback of a few theatres mean- 
while along with repudiation of 
leases on non-payment of rent, is 
regarded as a contributing factor 
toward avoidance of liquidation. In 
continuing operation of the P. E. 
houses, the trustee does this on a 
month-to-month basis, with court 
approval every 30 days required. 


Union Drive for Film, 
Theatre White Collars 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Drive is being instituted to bring 
white collar workers at studios and 
theatres into the AFofL through 
the Office Employees Union local 
of Los Angeles, with a meeting 
slated for the Alexandria hotel, 
downtown, evening of May 23. 

Union will bid for clerical work- 
ers of all types at the lots and the. 
atres, including box office cashiers, 
but ushers are not eligible. 


Wallace Smith Seeks 
Mex Okay on ‘Villa’ 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Metro has sent Wallace Smith to 
Mexico City to get an official okay 
for the studio to make ‘Viva Villa.’ 
When he returns with the stamp 
of approval, he’ll do the pic’s dialog. 

Studio had previously gotten sanc- 
tion from local Mexican consul but 
wanted to be sure, 














Prepare Dog Opera 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Ford Beebe and Prescott Chaplin 
are preparing ‘Wild Heart,’ next 
story for Rin-Tin-Tin, Jr., at Mas- 
cot. Picture starts in two weeks 
with Beebe directing. 

‘Wild Hesrt’ is based on Albert 
Payson Tersune’s ‘Satevpost’ story, 
‘False Colors.’ 











“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 





Ralph Morgan, ‘Shanghai Mad+ 
ness,’ Fox. 
Lionel Barrymore, Madge Evans, | 


‘Dancehall Daisy,’ Metro. 








summer add dere A, 





Oy ee tents Gacteesitrack 5% 
eS “ Seat tT te — 32 - 
_ — = me fee pe oe aS bet guapy weet oes 


tary se: 


a 


‘ 
e 























VARIETY Tuesday, May 16, 1933 











last call 


“THE 
SEARCH FOR 
BEAUTY” 

Wire Paramount's 


Hollywood Studio 
for details. Hurry! 
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Berlin-Alexconderplatz 


(Continued from page 21) 


kopf (Heinrich George) who comes 
out of jail, having killed his wife, 
and who trie: to go straight. The 
crooks won't let him alone and one 
of the mob kills Franz’s new wife. 
Everything portrayed in that tor- 
tuously Teutonic fashion. George 
is a fine actor and carries the main 
part easily. Opposite, Maria Bard 
makes a fine tough dame. But it’s 
the Schlegel gal who really shines 
through. Kauf, 


Breed of the Border 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- 
lease. Stars Bob Steele. Directed by R. 
N. Bradbury; produced by Paul Malvern; 
story, Harry O. Dean; Faxon Dean, 
camera. Cast: Marion Byron, Ernie 
Adams, Wilfred Lucas, George Hayes, 
Henry Roquemore, Fred Cavens, Robert 
Com, Perry Murdock. At Loew's New 
York, N. Y., one day, May 9%, on double 
bill. Running time, 53 mins. 





Just by way of a novelty there’s 
a fencing bit in this western which 
probably will not cause any protest 
from the customers. Makes other 
efforts to get away from the for- 
mula, too, and possibly into a high- 
er rating. But it’s a long jump 
from westerns to the next bracket 
and Bob Steele does not quite hurdle 
the border. Result is another west- 
ern, but one that should find favor 
in addicted spots and it’s not just 
another cow plot. 

Crook hires Steele, who’s an auto 
epeedster, to get him across the bor- 
der before the authorities reach him. 
Best Steele gets is a slap on the 
head. Crook then gets the judge 
who sentenced him to jail and de- 
camps with $50,000. Steele gets 
them back. Incidentally he saves 
the girl, who poses as a dancehall 
singer to locate smugglers. And the 
girl’s the judge's niece, as most of 
the regulars will guess. In addition 
to the rapiers there’s the usual fist 
work, some good riding and an in- 
different auto chase for the climax. 

Steele does his customary good 
work with more aid than usual from 
the girl, Marion Byron, and George 
Hayes smoothing in some comedy. 
Ernie Adams is not the usual bad 
man type. Photography and sound 
good and production tetas made. 


Prenez Garde a la Pein- 


ture 
(‘Look Out, Paint’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 2. 
Fox film shown first at the Rex, then the 
Champs Elysees. Now playing the circuit. 
Based on the stage play by Rene Fauchois. 
Directed by Henri Chomette. Featuring 
Aquistapace and Perier. 





A light little comedy not particu- 
larly distinguished in any way, but 
proving a good programmer because 
stage play is well known. Good 
photography with some very attrac- 
tive provincial scenes. Acting all 
right, though nothing to write home 
about, 

Story follows the play fairly 
closely, dealing with the love of a 





pretty young girl of a bourgeois 
family for an attractive artist. 
tirl’s father, a physician, is given 
some paintings by one of his pa- 
tients and they turn out to be the 
works of a genius. One of those 
all’s well that ends well affairs. 

Play was produced in New York 
by Gilbert Miller as ‘Christopher 
Bean.’ 





Par’s ‘Hocking’ 





(Continued from page 7) 


significance that of the directors of 
Par at that time, John Hertz was 
a director of the First National 
Bank of Chicago, a creditor bank 
for notes of $1,000,000. Alyea asked 
if Albert D. Lasker also wasn't a 
director of that bank. Kohn couldn't 
say whether he was or not. 

The officers of the FPC subsidiary, 
Kohn stated, were Zukor, president; 
Sam Katz, vice-president; himself 
(Kohn) a v. p.; Emanuel Cohen, v. 
p.; W. B. Cokell, treasurer; Austin 
Keough, secretary, and Norman 8. 
Collyer, assistant secretary. Minutes 
of the first meeting of this sub- 
sidiary, approving the form of bank 
agreement adopted by the Par 
board, were entered in evidence. 

Kohn was asked if certain banks 
which at the time had not been 
paid off by Par on old loans, had 
been invited to participate in the 
new financing of $13,000,000. He 
stated they hadn't because they 
were mostly small banks and if a 
minimum number of larger insti- 
tutions could be obtained satisfac- 
torily, it wouldn't be worth troub- 
ling with the others. 


When Par had obtained subscrip- 
tion of the 12—gNew York, Chicago 
and Philadelphia banks to the $13,- 
000,000 financing, it made up notes 
bearing the date of March 30, 1932, 
payable Sept. 30, 1932, with two re- 
newal periods thereafter. At the 
same time checks were drawn for 
1%% commitment fees to banks 
and interest on demand notes to 
various institutions was also paid. 

Final bank agreement ran up the 
mass of papers in evidence to a 
bulky point, agreement becoming 
exhibit No. 45. 

Numerous lawyers were on hand 
to hear about the FPC financing 
deal and in many instances asked 
that papers entered into evidence 
be read for their benefit. 


Among lawyers’ present was 
Samuel Zirn, stormy petrel of 
minority bondholder opposition, 


who wants to examine Kohn him- 
self and asked that at the next 
meeting Friday morning (19) the 
Par treasurer be on hand for that 
purpose, Kohn who throughout 
hearings so far has proved himself 
a skillful witness in building up the 
picture of financial difficulties 
which beset Paramount, agreed 
that he’d be on hand. 
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TOM HOWARD 


Presenting a New Comedy Idea 
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N A RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


) AT 
THE ROXY. NEW YORK, LAST WEEK (MAY 5) 


‘*RED’’ DONAHUE anc UNO 


READ AND DIGEST 
“VARIETY,” May 9) 

but what surprised Friday night 
was the way act of 
Uno stopped the show. 
time vaude turn with the kicking mule. 
Audience went for it, 
an encore seemed imperative the mule 
was probably out of the theatre.” 


THIS WEEK (MAY 12), FOX’S, BROOKLYN 


‘Red’ Donahue and 
This is an old- 


but by the time 

















Projection Room Equipment 
FOR SALE 


Cemplete with late type RCA seund equipment installed and ready for 
operation at 729 Seventh Ave., New Work. ‘Box 82, Variety, New York 








WURTZEL IN FAST 
PRODUCTION PACE 


Hollywood, May 165. 

In the 10 weeks since Sol Wurtzel 
took over the Fox Western avenue 
he has completed one pic- 
‘It's Great to Be Alive,’ 
three in production and is prepar- 
ing six, in addition to three Span- 
ish pictures which will be made 
under his eye. 

Trio in work are ‘Arizona to 
Broadway,’ ‘Life in the Raw,’ and 
‘The Man Who Dared.’ In prepara- 
tion are ‘The Woman and the Law’; 
‘Lost Trail," for George O’Brien; 
‘Tough Guy,’ for James Dunn and 
Sally Eilers; ‘Lead Harvest’; ‘Pe- 
onies,’ which Lester Cole is script- 
ing, and an El Brendel comedy. 

‘Woman,’ by Martinez, for Cata- 
lina Barcena; direct shot version 
of ‘Pleasure Cruise,” with Raoul 
Roulien and Rosita Moreno, and 
another Roulien comedy, all in 
Spanish, are the foreign produc- 
tions preparing. 


L. A. Stenchers Rampant; 
7th Bomb for Swan Chain 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Gangsters continued intimidation 
of theatre owners over the week- 
end, hurling stench bombs in four 


houses, including the Criterion, 
Santa Monica, and the Village in 
Westwood, both Fox West Coast 
theatres, and the Temple and Ver- 
mont, in Los Angeles, both oper- 
ated by H. E. Swan. Policemen 
were seated within two feet of bomb 
at the Vermont but failed to catch 
the perpetrator. 

This makes the seventh bomb in 
five weeks in the Swan houses. 
None of houses bombed are having 
labor trouble. 





studio, 


ture, has 








Goldwynners Back Home 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Sam Goldwyn forces are trickling 
back to Hollywood with the expec- 
tation that the end of the week will 
see the production force completely 
assembled and ready to go to work 
on the Anna Sten picture, ‘Nana.’ 
Also readying for the next Eddie 
Cantor picture, which is to go into 
work July 1. 

Here and arriving this week are 
Goldwyn himself, Eddie Mayer, 
Arthur Hornblow, Richard Day, Leo 
Bernstein, Frank Tuttle, George 
Oppenheim, Lynn Farnol. 

Cantor, with his family, sailed 
from New York Saturday (13) com- 
ing through the canal on the S. S. 
Virginia. 





Col’s Singular Title 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Columbia will use the title, ‘Man 
of Steel,’ on its ore mill story star- 
ring Jack Holt. First National used 
the handle, ‘Men of Steel,’ on its 
silent special six years ago with 
Milton Sills. Col yarn is from an 
unpublished play by Chester Erskin. 
Jo Swerling and Ed Pairamore on 
the script. 


Ethel Hill Hits 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Ethel Hill, optioned by Columbia 
for another six months, has just 
written an original, ‘Free Women.’ 

Despite her contract, Columbia 
permitted Miss Hill to sell another 
original, ‘Let’s Make a Bargain,’ to 
Metro. 





WB SETS 2 SCRIBES 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Baker and Gene Towne 
started in on the Warner payroll 
today (15), to do ‘Chinese Light’, 
original story of lighthouse service. 


Graham 





REVAMPING FOR CARROLL 


Hollywood, May 15. 
‘Sandy Hooker,’ yarn written for 
Clara Bow at Fox, but thumbed 
down by her, is being rewritten. 
Studio is dickering with Nancy 
Carroll for the lead. 





CAREY REMAINS HEAVY 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Using Harry Carey in its last 
western, 
Paramount repeats this casting for 
the former star in ‘Man of the For- 
est.” Sterling Holloway also 
im, 


Bes | 


‘Sunset Pass,’ as a heavy, | 


| 
| 
i 





Hecht on Kibitzers 





(Continued from page 2) 
learned he wasn't so tough. ‘No- 
body can live there without giving 
in,” he knows now. ‘They out-holler 


you. You holler back at first, but 
they can holler louder. They're 
boss and they get more money; it 
gives them strength. Not that | 


they’re not sweet chaps. Hollywood 
producers are the most charming 
and seductive people. And literate 
too. They're always reading. 

‘You can’t walk into a house in 





Mergers? 





(Continued from page 5) 


tions, or to revise or introduce any 
trade practices, it must be proven 
to Washington that such are for the 
betterment of the film industry as a 
whole. This stipulation, reported to 
be the safety valve to protect all in- 
dustry, is regarded by film men as 
substituting elasticity for the iron- 
clad anti-trust laws now existent 
which have no ear, at least for pic- 
tures, in the matter of get-togethers 
and concerted movements. 

But that ‘elasticity’ is all film ob- 
servers figure is needed. They hold 
that they can prove that mergers 
and uniformity within reason are 
‘for the good of the entire picture 


industry.’ 

Under the Roosevelt proposal, 
Washington will travel with the 
majority of any industry. To pic- 


ture people, at first, majority means 
independents. But picture over- 
seers reported that they can count 
upon the greater bulk of indie ex- 
hibs, making up that majority in 
quantity, to ride along with the 
general movement. Specifically they 
expect trouble from not more than 
1,000 of the theatres in the U. S. 
which now are being operated 
by independents. 

The electrics’ angle right now is 
conceded to be the most problem- 
atical. If a direct hook-up with 
certain producing companies could 
be proven to be for the ‘good of the 
industry,’ and certain of the spokes- 
men, among them lawyers, believe 
that it could, thee subsidiaries of 
General and Western may find 
themselves actively in, with Federal 


sanction. 3ut in the instance of 
the electrics, monopoly’ control 
would not be permitted. This is 


stressed by film spokesmen to eyi- 
dence that even under the anti-trust 
law waiver, neither ERPI or RCA- 
Photophone could legally get a 
strangle-hold on production. The 
entrance of either of the electric 
subsids is officially considered in no 
way analogous to the former rela- 
tions of General Electric and Radio 
Corp of America. 


FRANKLIN ON ‘BIOGRAPHY’ 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Sidney Franklin will direct ‘Biog- 
raphy, S,. N. Behrman’s Theatre 
Guild play, purchased by Metro. 
Franklin, who returned from New 
York last week, will also work on 
the story. No writers yet spotted. 


CHAPLIN PROTEGE OUT 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Virginia Cherrill has been dropped 
by Metro, and will free-lance. 
The Charles Chaplin discovery 
has been at the studio for the past 
year, but did not get a break. 











Hollywood that hasn’t a full set of 


Proust groaning on its library 
Shelves. Oh, yes, they're up in lit- 
erature and art. Any Hollywood 


party ends in a battle to the death 
over the superiorty of let’s say, Pi- 
casso to Mordigliani. They all read, 
looking for plots, and the occasional 
artist who wanders through Holly- 
wood challenges them to scratch the 
s‘rface of what he knows.’ 

Hecht remembers how touched he 
was by his reception when he first 
arrived in Hollywood. He was pelted 


with roses. Red carpets unrolled 
before his tread. His phone trilled 
continuously with invitations to 


dinner, deeply solicitous inquiries as 
to his comfort. Producers’ wives 
came bearing armloads of books for 
his autograph. It was enchanting— 
for five or six days. Then sudden- 
ly—enough of this nonsense. Come 
to work and get hollered at. 

So now whatever picture work 
Hecht has to do, he does in New 
York, where—away from the frenzy 
and strife of Hollywood—picture 
work becomes vaguely 
Here he can feel sometimes like a 
big guy. Here, working with a di- 
rector, he ca doa picture in three 
weeks, :.2d do it his way. 

Writing for pictures is 
enough at best, according to 


hard 
the 


Hecht way of looking at it. So 
many handicaps; censors, a thou- 
sand economic factors interfere. 


‘They rope and tie you and hang 
you from the chandelier, then tell 
you to go to work. Books are writ- 
ten from a rush of blood to the 
head, but a picture is handed you 
like a set of toy building blocks. 
Pictures must be realistic, external. 
No time, no chance for psychology. 
They've got to tell a story quickly, 
like locking through a_ thousand 
peekholes a minute. When you're 
impressed with your writing, there- 
fore, it’s impossible to write for 
pictures and reconcile your picture 
work with your own inner integrity.’ 
So Hecht doesn't try. Interested in 
Psychological motivation and de- 
velopment, he puts it aside when 
he tackles a picture, turns to realis- 
tic action instead. When he wrote 
‘Underworld,’ he divorced himself 
from his own inclinations. Pictures 
want action: ‘Underworld’ was 
crammed with guns and bullets, 
more bullets than a picture’d ever 
had before. And lo, though he went 
into pictures as a side-line, to his 
horror he’s become sort of an expert 


at it—an involuntary harlot. Well, 
if that’s the way it is, it’s okay 
with Hecht. Pictures keep him 
while he tries to write plays. 
Comes the Dawn 
The future of pictures? Hecht 


doesn’t give a hang about them, 
but talking to picture fans, he’s 
found a certain satiation with pic- 
ture plots. The public’s already get- 
ting dangerously bored with syn- 
thesis. It looks to Hecht like the 
artist will have to be sent for. Now 
the artist is given no opportunity 
to mature in pictures. He's shouted 
down, shunted off, but it won't bé 
for much longer. The producers 
can’t holler now that they’re mak- 
ing $60,000,000 a year, therefore, the 
artist must be wrong. 

Nor is Hecht afraid of being 
called a naughty boy and told to 
stand in + corner because he uses 
bad words about Hollywood. He's 
done it before, got fired, and was 


. hired right back again. 














7 LANNY ROSS 


FOX, Brooklyn, Next Week (MAY 19) 


ROXY 


NEW YORK 
(THIS WEEK MAY 12) 


STAR TENOR 


Maxwell House Showboat 
WEAF Every Thursday, 9-10 P.M 


possible. . 
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"100 IN 
BUDAPEST 


N. Y. World Telegram names it 
one of. the six best spring pictures _ 


A Jesse L.Lasky Production _ 
ae” 











ME TIGHT 


JAMES SALLY 


DUNN ~— EILERS 





IT'S GREAT \ 
TO BE ALIVE 


with 
Raul Roulien 
Gloria Stuart 
Edna May Oliver 
Herbert Mundin 
Packed with spice, speed 


eS ar, CAVALCADE 


5. ce ‘9 Nothing can touch it as a 
nee oe popular price smash. 


STATE FAIR = 


| 
A carnival of profit on | 


repeat bookings. | 
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So the Whale Also 


Floats in New Futter 
Pic of Ocean Craft 





Hollywood, May 15. 
Whale hunt off the California 
coast which will test out a new 


type of gas-bomb harpoon is 
scheduled as the opening thrill in 
the making of ‘Windjammer,’ a 
saga of ships from the time of the 
Vikings down to modern speed 
boats, to be produced by Walter A. 
Futter and Wafilms 

Expedition, which set out Friday 
(12) from San Pedro for a week's 
cruise over the nearest whaling 
grounds, is in charge of an old Nor- 
wegian harpooner, whose brother 
invented the new device. Bomb is 
said to fill the killed leviathan with 
gas go that it will float on tap of 
the water. 

‘Windjammer,’ which is only a 
tentative title, is authored by A. J. 
Villiers, who has also shot part of 
the film to be used in the picture. 
Various episodes will be built 
around Chinese junks, pirate ships, 
slave galleys, Spanish’ galleons, 
blackbirders, and s0 on, down to 
rum runners, with story thread to 
bind them together. 





Tracy in ‘Clock’ 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Lee Tracy goes into the lead of 
Metro's ‘Turn Back the Clock.’ 
This is the Edgar Selwyn-Ben 
Hecht original. 





WEISMULLER SUBMERGES 
Hollywood, May 15. 

* Work has started at Metro on 
"Tarzan and His Mate.’ Studio’has 
been filming underwater scenes 
with Johnny Weismuller in a tank 
on the lot. 

Regular production is not sched- 
uled to start for several weeks, 





BOYLAN’S BOYD YARN 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Malcolm Stuart Boylan who left 
Paramount after three years is now 
at RKO doing an original story for 
William Boyd, just placed through 
Freddie Fralich. Doing script on 
‘Fire Eaters’. 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Sam Feinstein left here Saturday 
(13) for Denver to join Universal’s 
sales force. 
Feinstein was formerly manager 
for Radio in Salt Lake and Denver. 


MASCOT’S CO-MEGGERS 


Hollywood, May 165. 
Armand Scheafer and Colbert 
Clark have been spotted as co-di- 
rectors of Mascot’s new serial, 
‘Fighting with Kit Carson.’ 
Pic goes into work about June 1. 








Hughes-Brown Collab 
Hollywood, May 15. 

Roland Brown, engaged by Para- 

mount to work on ‘50 years From 

Now’ with Rupert Hughes 






























Balaban & Katz Acclaim Him the 
Musical Talk of Chicago 


JOSEF 
CHERNIAVSKY 


GUEST CONDUCTOR 
Balaban & Katz 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 





No take-it-or-leave-it aloofness about 
Cherniaysky He is out to make a sale. 
Ife coaxea the strings on the deft pas- 
3ages like David Warfield doing a senti- 
mental scene, Without license it can be 
saserted that Cherniavaky, the musician, 
is a better actor than many an Equity 
member.’’—“VARIETY.”’ 








—And how Cheriiavsky can play! Not 














plain American jazz, but jazz with bar- 
barie trimmings—iaz"% tn every concelv- 
able Oriental Key — “WASHINGTON 
TIMES.” 

Many thanks to Mr. LOUIS LIP- 


STONE for his musical co-operation. 


Conn. Exhibs Head Off 
Adverse Legislation 


New Haven, May 16. 


Looks like the protests of 125 
state theatre owners, headed by 
Conn, M.P.T.O. Secretary E. H. 


Levy of this city, would bear fruit 
in connection with the bill before 
the state legislature seeking to 
add one more man to all projection 
booths. 

This legislation has been sought 
for four years by I.A.T.S.E. and at 
present has been unfavorably re- 
ported on by the judiciary commit- 
tee. 

Other bills concerning motion 
pictures in this state that have 
been thumbed down include a bill 
to set up a censor board and one 
requiring special fire prevention 
equipment for projectors. One bill 
adopted revised taxes against film 
houses on a new basis of seating 
capacity. 


Test Case in Canada 
On Theatre Picketing 


Toronto, May 15. 

Supplementing a concerted drive 
on stench-bomb raiders, the Attor- 
ney-General’s department will ex- 
tend their activities to picketers. 
The arrest of William McConnell, 
alleged member of the International 
Motion Picture Projectionists’ Union 
and chief picketer of a major To- 
ronto nabe, will be made a test case 
and is expected to produce a strenu- 
ous legal dispute over the interpre- 
tation of ‘picketing.’ Present legal 
definition places this as ‘the posting 
of men to intercept non-strikers on 
their way to work and prevail on 
them to desist.’ 

The theatre concerned has been 
stench-bombed twice following the 
refusal of the manager, Adam Bailie, 
to hire two class ‘A’ operators after 
the provincial government had 
passed an amendment permitting 
theatres with a seating capacity of 
750 or less to employ one regular 
operator and an apprentice or helper 
instead of the hitherto two class ‘A’ 
booth men, 

The picketer’s assistants have not 
been arrested, but one alleged stink- 
bomber, now on bail, will come up 
for trial at the end of the month. 
The penalty for stink-bomb raiders 
has been announced by the Attor- 
ney-General as a maximum fine 
of $1,000 plus a jail sentence, so 
prevalent have become the raids 
throughout the province. 








Ed Dean’s Indie Sale 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Ed Dean has sold ‘Too Much 
Money’, original story, to Mayfair. 





Incorporations 


New York 


Albany, May 15. 

Jo-Lo Nites, Inc., Manhattan; pictures; 
100 shares no par. 

Matchless Productions, Inc., 
tan; theatrical; $1,000. 

Manhattan Pictures, Inc., Manhattan; 
picture business; 100 shares no par, 

Perfecolor Film Laboratory, Inc., New 
York; pictures business; $25,000. 

Joe Moss Music, Inc., New York; furnish 
musical entertainment; $1,000. 

Emilten Operating Corp., Manhattan; 
picture business; $10,000. 

Shorelay Corp., New York theatrical; 
120 shares no par. 

Linford Amusement Corp., Kings; pic- 
ture business; $500. 

Attom Amusement Corp., Kings; the- 
atrical; 300 shares no par. 

Renaissance Photoplays, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical; $20,000. 

Moulin Rouge Amusement Corp., Kings; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Stannard Operating Co., Inc., Bronx; 
operate amusement parks; 100 shares no 
par. 





Manhat- 


Memberships 
Musical Kecreation Club, Inc. 
Changes 
Fox Film Export Company, Inc. 
California 
Sacramento, May 15. 
American Theatres, Inc. Capital stock 
$25,000, none subscribed. H. Dexter Mc- 
Kay, Florence Archer, Enid Archer, 
Los Angeles Exposition. No capital 


stock. James J. Gahan, Oliver E. Burns, 
W. A. Jackson, Lorne Connelly, W. C. 
Mann, 


Cameron MacPherson Production, Cap- 
ital stock $10,000 none subscribed. Cam- 
eron MacPherson, Gertrude MacPherson, 
Glen Behymer. 

Tennessee 
Birmingham, May 15. 

The Grand Amusement Company of 
Chattanooge, Tenn., has filed articles of 
incorporation with a capitol of $5,000 
Ethel Silverman, Abe Soloman and Wil! 
liam Silverman are the incorporators 

lowa 





Mason City, May 15 

Midwest Theatres, Inc, Capital sto 
$25,000 Fred E Keeler, 11, ‘lare E 
Mosher and Joseph Schrader. 

Gene Austin, Inc., ©. & ©. Music Print 
ing Corp.; $95 

Gustav Blum: Vanderbilt Ave. Realty 
Corp.; $302 

Thornton Fisher; Laurieot B. Larivere 
$524 





Held Over Indefinitely 





Halperin Productions, Inc., 
R. Halperia; Musi af 


American Artists 


Quota Fall 


ee 


(Continued from page 13) 


new law for the year will be the 
same as the current law with only 
two paragraphs changed, First, it 
is understood, forced dubbing 
within the country will be modi- 
fied, allowing for occasional work 
of that sort elsewhere, Second, the 
paragraph allowing for foreign 
language talkers (mostly Ameri- 
can) to be played in only five the- 
atres in Paris and five other the- 
atres in France, will be done away 
with completely, allowing for the 
introduction of all films in the 
original that companies wish to 
bring in, 


Law will be stiffened, however, 
in another respect. Law will have 
a definite reciprocity clause, to the 
effect that where other countries 
have quota laws that _ restrict 
French film commerce, the French 
law, as regards those countries, 
must be reciprocal. That would 
mean that Italians and German 
films will have a tough time get- 
ting into France, Which is still an- 
other point in favor of the Ameri- 
cans, leaving that much more open 
market for them. 


In Germany there is nothing defi- 
nite to be learned,.about the new 
quota law, except that American 
government observers have been 
told that the new law will be put 
in for four years, rather than the 
one-year period that has. been 
usual, That would be of consider- 
able benefit to American compa- 
nies from the standpoint that for 
the first time definite plans could 
be laid for several years in ad- 
vance, 

That the law will be easier in 
several other ways is figured cer- 
tain because of the fact that Ger- 
many is officially anxious to play 
ball with Americans on film mat- 
ters. German home industry is 
practically shattered and films are 
badly needed. Outside of the Jew- 
ish question the government has 
no especial quarrel with American 
filmers. If Americans remove Jew- 
ish help in Germany (and they 
nearly all have indicated that they 
will do this), Germany will make 
things easy for America, This 
should mean that for the first time 
since the war America will be in 
a position to reap a definite bene- 
fit in the German market, 
German government, it is learned, 
has made several overtures to 
Jews and others who have left the 
German film capital, to return, 
which would indicate that the gov- 
ernment is anxious to resume pro- 
duction and distribution of films 
in the U. 8. 


MONO DROPS REX BELL, 
SOURS ON WESTERNS 


Hollywood, May 165. 

Monogram will not renew its con- 
tract with Rex Bell, and the cow- 
boy star goes off the payroll on 
completing two more pictures, This 
changes previous plans for Bell, 
which were to give him a build-up 
and better stories. 

Mono is not leaning favorably 
toward westerns this year, and will 
probably also drop Bob Steele, its 
other bronco star, after two more 
films. If Steele stays on, he will 
be used in a series of stunt pic- 
tures instead. 

Eight westerns to be made by 
John Wayne for the,.company will 


not be released under the Mono 
banner, going to exhibitors sep- 
arately. 





Test Colo. Labor Law 


Denver, May 15. 

The state industrial commission 
has ordered Harry Huffman to put 
the union employees back to work 
pending the filing of a 30-day no- 
tice. The state industrial law re- 
quires a 30-day notice in the case 
of strikes and lockouts. Huffman 
refused, holding the law does not 
apply unless the industry affects 
the public interest. 

This question has never been de- 
cided by the courts and the matter 
will probably be carried to the su- 
preme court for a decision. 





Gering’s ‘Chrysalis’ Spot 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Marion Gering will direct ‘Chry- 
salis’ at Paramount. Probability of 
Gregory La Cava getting the job is 
off. 
Intention to change the play title 
to ‘Desire’ is likewise off. 





Shooting Script Ideas 


Howard Smith, story editor for 
Darryl Zanuck, left New York yes- 
terday (Monday), for Vancouver 
with a dozen or so manuscripts. 

Zanuck is in Vancouver on a 
hunting trip and will continue his 
party while discussing the choice 
of yarns for his first indie pictures. 





DARK IN 24 HOURS 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Fox West Coast closed the Fox 
San Bernardino on 24 hours’ notice 
Saturday night (13), shifting its 
first runs to the California, which 
had been dark for several months. 
Gerald Gallagher and staff moved 
to the California, 





Metro Hiring 
Grain King to 
Thresh Scripts 


Pasadena, May 15. 

Thomas D. Campbell, Montana 
wheat king, and recently advisor 
to Soviet government on agricul- 
tural problems, has been asked by 
Metro to help work on a wheat 
story for the studio. 

Metro has given Campbell 18 
scripts, prepared by various groups 
of writers, to read, and pass on. He 
will furnish background material 
only, with studio writers to supply 
plot, Studio is in a hurry for the 
story. 

Campbell, who resides in Pasa- 
dena, owns one of the _ world's 
largest wheat farms, located at 
Hardin, Mont., consisting of 95,000 
acres. Metro has informed him the 
picture will be a sort. of ‘Cavalcade’ 
of wheat raising. 





Gets British Camera Spot 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Eddie Cronjager has been given 
the camera assignment for the Eng- 
lish production of Strauss’ operetta, 
‘The Queen,’ to be made by McDon- 
ald- Marshall. 

Company has also cabled Joyce- 
Selznick to supply a director. 





Silvers West June 18 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Sid Silvers arrives June 8 to start 
his Fox contract as an actor-writer. 
First spot for the former Phil 
Baker stooge will be to work with 
Buddy De Sylva and Dave Butler 
on the musical, ‘My Weakness.’ 





TALMADGE MUST PAY 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Smith and Aller won a judgment 
for $2,157 against, Richard Tal- 
madge Productions in Superior 
court, 

Sum was due for raw stock sold 
Talmadge. Sam Wolf represented 
the plaintiff, 





MG Adds Cosgriff 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Metro has added Robert James 
Cosgriff to its writing staff. 
Novelist authored ‘Wastelands’ and 
is a former all-American pigskinner. 
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HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (May 12) 
RADIO CITY 
RKO-ROXY, NEW YORK 
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& ON THE 
STAGE 
‘In An Orange Grove’ ‘ 
with \ 
Gertrude Hoffman ' 
DANCING GIRLS 
The COLLEANOS 
Gine, De Quincey & Lewis 
New Roxy Modern 
Rhythm Orch. 


A LEONIDOFF 
PRODUCTION 

























Direction Wm. Morris Office 
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Vienna” is playing a “ \ night...and dawn! 


World Premiere en- 
gagement at $2 ad- 
mission. YOU SEE 
IT NOW AT OUR 
POPULAR 
PRICES! 










Enchantment awaits you on the screen. Of course ; ‘ 4 
it was a magnificent opportunity for M-G-M. This fp 
famed Theatre Guild romance by Robert E. Sher- | ge 

wood,.a carnival hit for months on Broadway ...a 
May the record-breaking success on the road...M-G-M 














night last has met the challenge of a great play with a great 
forever.” picture. Directed by Sidney Franklin. The high hil- 






arity, the daring of its love scenes, the heart-stabbing 
ending of its romance will completely captivate you! 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Pet 


No picture in months has won such unstinted. 
praise as this moving drama that finds 
understanding in every woman's heart. 
Audiences at Radio City Music Hall, where 
it played to one of the biggest weeks since 
that house opened, broke into frequent 
spontaneous applause at its dramatic. 
and searching lines and situations. “It's a, 
woman's picture,” said the Daily Mirror, 
while the World-Telegram joined the paean 
of praise with “Marvelously ” done A, 


‘something that deserves your immediate 
‘attention. 











witH JOEL MCCREA 


RKO FRANCES DEE ERIC LINDEN 


LAURA HOPE CREWS 


Based upon the play by SIDNEY HOWARD as 
produced by The Theatre Guild, Inc. Directed by 
JOHN CROMWELL ... A Pandro S. Berman Pro-, 
duction... Merian C. Cooper, Executive Producer. 
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CALENDAR OF CUR 





Studios: Pathe Studios, 


Offices: 729 
Culver City, Cal. Seventh Ave., 


New York, N. Y. 


Allied 


Cowboy Counsellor, The. Hoot Gibson poses as a lawyer. Dir. Ge - 
ford. 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Feb. 7. r eter ky 

Eleventh Commandment, The. From the play by Brandon Fleming. Marian 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. Rel. 
Feb, 20. 

intruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 25. 


or. 


Rev. April 25. 


Iron Master, The. Success and romance in a steel mill. Reginald Denny, Lila 
Lee, J. Farrell MacDonald, Virginia Sale. Dir. Ch rr: r 
min. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. wp a Etec Ps 

Man’s Land, A. Hoot Gibson western in which he runs th é h. 
Marian Schilling. Dir. Phil Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. ine — 

Officer 13. en gg Boe, wed anzetes racketeers. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 

wen. ckey cGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford. 6: ins. 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 31 . ee 

Parisian Romance, A. Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 

bert —- Dir, Chester M. Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 


Oct. 1 
Chesterfield 


Cupid in the barbershop. Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, 
John Harron. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 64 mins. ‘Rel. Oct. 25. 

Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

1 Have Lived. A girl’s attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Page, Allen Vincent. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Re.l June 15. 

King Murder. Original. Based on a celebrated N. Y. case. 
Natalie Moorehead, Don Alvadaro. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y, 


Beauty Parlor. 


Conway Tearle, 
69 mins. Rel. 


Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1 
Love Is Like That. _ Comedy. Rochelle Hudson, John Warburton, Dorothy 
Revier. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Mar. 15, Rev. May 9 


Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 


Siightly Married. Comedy drama. 
Vv Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 


ost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 


Strange People. Mystery melodrama. John Darrow. Gloria Shea, Hale 
Hamilton. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 15 
Women Won't Tell. Romantic drama. Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 
Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Studio: Gower at Sunset : Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N. Y. 


Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor. Ralph 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al Rogell. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 

California Trail, The. A buckaroo hero who combines old world gallantry 
with dashing twentieth century action. Buck Jones, Helen Mack. Dir. 


Bel- 


Lambert Hillyer. 67 mins. Rel. March 24. 

Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 
a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev, Feb, 14. 

Circus Queen Murder, The. Murder under the ‘big top.’ Adolphe Menjou, 
— Nissen. Dir. Roy WiNiam Neill. 66 mins. Rel, April 10. Rev. 

ay 9. 
Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 


Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
Rev. Jan. 17. 

End of the Trail, The. A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 

redeems himself. Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 

58 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 

Against Woman. Man’s strength against woman's wiles. 

Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins, Rel. 

Rev. Dec. 20. 

of Action. Original outdoor drama. 

57 mins. Rel. Jan, 20 

Mark {t Paid. Original story of motorboat racing. Wm. Collier, Jr,, Joan 
March. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 12, Rev. Jan. 24. 

Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots. Interpolations by 
Lowell Thomas. 74 mins. Special. Rev. Mar, 14. 

Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and his haunting eyes——-blood-curdling suspense 
—mysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 
Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24. 

No More Orchids. A millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan, 3 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. Mar. 14. 


Parole Girl. From Dance of the Millions.’ First offender, sent to jail, plots to 


Jack Holt, 


Man 
Nov. 15. 


Man Tim McCoy. Dir. Geo. Melford. 


be revenged on the man who put her there, but it boomerangs Mae 
Clarke, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Prevost. Dir. Eddie Cline. 67 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 4. Rev. April 11. 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. — Rel. Mar. 3. 


The first film featuring the U. S. Border Patrol and 


Soldiers of the Storm. ; 
Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 


the part played by planes. 


Lederman, 69 mins. Rel. April 4. 
Se This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel, Feb. 24. 


Rev. April 25. 


State Trooper. Original. ) 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. 
Lederman. 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 

That’s My Boy. Football story cff the usual lines. Rich, Cromwell, Dorothy 
Jordan, Mae Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 

9 


Story of a war between two gas companies. Regis 
Dir. D. Ross 


Nov. 22. 
This Sporting Age. Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
Dir. AW. ennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct, 4. 
Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 


Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins, Rel. Feb, 10. 


Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 mins. 


tions. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker. 

Rel. May 5. : i 
Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘ ol- 

Ties." Helen Chandler, Chas. Bickford, Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 

mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11. 


A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 


Virtue. 
"7 Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1 


Dir. Edw. Suzzell. 


Washington Merry-Go-Round. Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
onlnera. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Western Code, The. Tim McCoy western. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 58 mins. 


Rev. Feb. 21. 


Rel. Sept. 16. 
Drama against the menacing magic of the _ tropics. 


When Strangers Marry. 


Jack Holt, Lilian Bond. Dir. Clarence Badger. 68 mins. | Rel. March 20. 

Whirlwind, The. A round-up of thrills and action. Tim McCoy, Alice Dahl. 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 59 mins. Rel. March 14, 

White Eagle. 2uck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 
Sept. 27. ae 

Woman 1! Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins, Rel. May 1. 


m4 Stas Offices: 1600 Broadway, 
First Division bed or ag ah 
Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 
nments 
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These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained foi six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time .s given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct. 
even thougr official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 








quences for the picture, probably in 
Technicolor, 


Edward Small is having a script 
prepared for a possible remake otf 
‘The Count of Monte Cristo,’ Dumas’ 
thriller, last made by Paramount in 
1913. 


Sid Silvers, former Phil Baker 
stooge, will start his Fox contract 
as actor-writer, on the musical ‘My 
Weakness.’ 


Rewriting ‘Deluge’ 

Story trouble on KBS'’s ‘The 
Deluge’ has put Warren Duff on re- 
write of the script, with Joe Traub 
assisting to inject laughs, 





Armand Schaefer and Colbert 
Clark will co-direct Mascot’s new 
serial, ‘Fighting With Kit Carson,’ 
to go into work about June 1, 


Radio Writer Switches 

John Fish Goodrich is at Radio to 
write an original oil fields story. 
James Creelman and Wanda Tu- 
chock are out of the writing depart- 
ment, Miss Tuchock going from 
Radio to Metro to adapt ‘Laughing 
Boy.’ 


Furthman Stays 
Jules Furthman, writer, will re- 
main with Columbia for another 12 
weeks. He is currently at Metro 
on a loan, 


Heavy Writing Squad 
Mare Connelly, Edward Venturini, 
Gregorio Martinez-Sierra and Fer- 
nando Rondon are doing the screen 
play on Paramount's Dorothea 
Weick film, ‘Cradle Song.’ 


Exteriors for Bing Crosby's first 
two shorts for Paramount, ‘Song, 
Please’ and ‘Just an Echo in the 
Valley,’ will be filmed in Yosemite 
Park, with Nell O’Day as lead in 
both, 


Garbo Likes Colman 

Ronald Colman is still Greta 
Garbo’s choice for her leading man 
in ‘Christiana’ with Franchot Tone 
second choice. Metro is trying to 
talk Sam Goldwyn into loaning his 
star for the picture, with Colman 
yet to be consulted. Salka Viertel, 
intimate friend of Garbo’s, is work- 
ing on adaptation and dialog. 


No Family Reunion 

Going into ‘Doubtful Lady,’ fol- 
lowing completion of ‘Bed of Roses’ 
at Radio, Constance ,Bennett has 
cancelled her South Sea trip to visit 
her husband, the Marquis de la 
Falaise, who is on location there, 
making an indie picture. 





Tom Buckingham returns to Uni- 
versal as a director, Formerly a 
writer on the lot. 


exploit a 
be re- 


Frank Whitbeck will 
series of insect shorts to 
leased by Sol Lesser. 

Vera Caspary at Fox 

Vera Caspary, novelist, has been 





* 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight gover 


91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27. ; | 
Condemned to Death. Based on the story Jack o’Lantern. Arthur eee 
James Welsh. Dir. Walter Forde. 78 mins. Zel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 22. | 
Goona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali. ; Dir. An iree Roosevelt, 
Armand Denis. 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev, Sept. <0 7 
Secrets of Wu Sin. Coolie smuggling racket unearthed. Lots Wils yn Grant | 
Withers, Toshia Mori. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 6» mins. Rel. Jan, 15 
Rev. Feb. 28. os | 
Slightly Married. Marriage in a night court turns out well after all. Ev lyn 
Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir. Rich. Thorpe 9 mins. | 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Tex Takes a Holiday. All multi-color western of a mysterious stranget Ww il- 
lace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire. Dir. Alvin J. Nietz 99 mins 


Rey, Dec. 13. i 


| brought 


from New York to do an 
original mystery for Fox around 
the title, ‘One Thursday,’ to feature 
Warner Baxter. 
Not Tough Enough 

Mae West is now writing her own 
story at Paramount, Frank Butler 
and Claude Binyon having asked to 
be relieved of the assignment when 


Miss West claimed they were not 
making her part tough enough, But- 
ler and Binyon now on the next 


Chevalier pic, ‘She Laughs Last.’ 


. * 


Cabin in the Cctton. A 


Central Airport. 


Central Park. 


Crash, The. 


Employee’s Entrance. 
Frisco Jenny. 
Grand Slam. 
Life Begins. 
Match King. 


Mind Reader, 
Silver Dollar. 


They Call It Sin. 
Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. 
Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. 


You Said a Mouthful. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 


Handle with Care. 


Hello Sister. 


Hot Pepper. 


Humanity. 


| Loved You Wednesday. 


Me and M 


Pleasure Cruise. 


Racket 
We 
Robbers’ 


sallor’s Luck. 


Second Hand Wife. 


Six Hours to Live. 


Smoke Lightning. 
0’ 


Tess of the Storm Country. 


Trick for Trick. 





Thrill of Youth, The. A girl with two suitors cannot make up her mind, 
June Clyde, Allen Vincent, Matty Kemp. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins, 
Rel. Oct. 25. Rev Nov. 1. 
Studios: Burbank, 4 ° Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
Calif. First National New York, N. ¥. 
Biondle Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1, Joan Blondell, Chester 


Dir. Ray Enright. Rel, Feb. 25. 
“4 social study of the poor whites. 

Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 

Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

A triangle in the aviation game. Richard Barthelmess and 

Sally Eilers. Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel, April 15. Rev. May 9. 


Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 58 mins, 


Morris. 67 mins. 
Rich, Barthelmesa, 


Time, 79 mins, Ret. 
, 


Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. 

Rel. Dec. 10. 

How one couple reacted to the panic. 

Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. 

‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ 
Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. 


Ruth Chatterton, Geo, 
Rev. Sept. 13. 
Warren William, 
Rel. Feb. 11. 


Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 
Original 
Loretta Young, Alice White. 
Rev. Jan. 24, 

‘Madame X’ in San Francisco locale. 
Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. 73 mins. 


Brent. 


Ruth Chatterton, Donald 

Cook, Jas. Murray. Rel, Jan, 14, Rev, 

Jan. 10. 

A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. Paul Lukas, Loretta 

Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell. Dir, William Dieterle. 67 mins, 

Rel, March 18, 

Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage piay. Loretta 

Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 73 

mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. 

Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm, Keighley. 

Dec. 31. Rev. Dec. 13. 

The. Mind-reading as a new racket. 

Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. 
Silver boom days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. 

84 mins. Rel. Dec. 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Kansas girl breaks into N. Y¥. show life. Loretta Young, 


Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 70 mins, 


Warren William, 
79 mins. Rel, 


Warren William and 
Rev. April 11, 


Dir. Alfred E, 
reen. 


Geo. Brent, David Manners. 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Joan Blondell, War- 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis, Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 63 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book, 
Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis, Dir. Michael Curtiz. 78 nfins. Rel. Jan. 31. 
Rev. Jan. 17. 

Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22, 


Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
New York, NY. 


Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon, 


Hollywood, Cal. Fox 


Adorable. riginal. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm. 
Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19, 

After the Ball. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer, 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
Mar. 21. 

Arizona to Broadway. James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Ret, 
June 23 

Bondage. Original. Drama. Dorothy Jordan, Alex, Kirkland. Dir. Al, San- 
tell, 67 mins. Rel. Mar, 21. Rev. April 25, 


Modern drama, 


Story by Wm. R, Lipman and W. W. Pezet. _ 
rr 


Joan Blondell, Ginger Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. 
Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins, Rel. Feb. 24. Rey. Mar, 7. 

Call Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer’s story of a half breed girl. Clara Bow, 
Monroe Owsley, Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. Time, 8 
mins. Rel, Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Cavalcade. Noel Coward's pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 
length 110 mins. No release date set. Rev. Jan. 10; 

Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. Warner Baxter, Miriam 


Broadway Bad. 


Jordan, Herbert Mundin, Dir, Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel, Feb, 3. 
Rev. Feb. 22. 
Face in the Sky. Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 


Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Harry Lachman, Rel. Jan. 16, 


Rev. Feb. 21 
Five Cents a Glass. 
Rel, June 30. 


Love, music and beer. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon, 

Comedy. Jas. Dunn, 

David Butler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. 

Stage play. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 
Rel. April 14. Rev. May 9. 

Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. 
David Butler. Rel. May 26. 

Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. Edmund Lowe, Vic. McLaglen, 

Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan, 24. 


Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman's 
Dir, John Fran- 


mate Mallory, El Brendel. Dir, 
60 mina, 


Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. Dir, 


Lupe Velez. 
Original. 
Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. 
Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25, 

Stage play of four tangled lives. Warner Baxter, 
Dir. Henry King. Rel. June 9. 


influence. 
cis Dillon. 


Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. 


Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To< 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev, 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 

It’s Great to Be Alive. An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Alfred Werker. Rel, 
June 2. ; 

Life in the Raw. Western drama. Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor. Dir. Louis 


Rel. June 16. 
Gal. Comedy arama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 
Walsh, Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec, 4. 
Piay by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. April 4. 
Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. 
Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8 
tustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing. 
Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan, 1. ‘Rev. Mar. 21. 
Original. tomance of a U. S. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Eilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh, Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 21. 
Banker’s secretary steps from his office into his heart, 
Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel, 


King. 


wife, Dir. Frank Tuttle. 


Rax. 

rker. 
Roost. 

George O’Brien. 


Dir. Alfred 


Sally Eilers, 


Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17 
Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new gangster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. W. K. Howard. Time, 


Nov. 6 Rev. Nov. 15 
Murdered diplomat 


68 mins. Rel. 


Is revived to avenge his murder, 


Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 26. 
From Zane Gray's ‘Canyon Walls.’ Geo. O’Brien, Nell 


Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17. 
State Fair. From the novel by Phil Stong. Love and triumph at the state 
fair, Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. Dir. 


98 mins, Rel. Feb. Rev. Jan. 31, 


Talk version of an old silent. 


Henry King. 
Janet Gaynor, 


Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al, Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev, 
Noy. 22. 

Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ Will Rogers, Marian Nixon, 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Lev. Dec. 6 


Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Victor Jory, Sally 


Blane. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins. Rel. April 21. 

Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. Rel. May 12. (Lasky produce 
tion.) 

Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and an animal, 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, ©. P. Hegg Dir. Rowland V. Lea, 
Rel, April 28. Rev. May 2. (Lasky production.) 

. Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates how Veo tw: 

Deadwood Pass. Original. Western. Hidden treasure and government agents. 
Tom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Mar, 15. 

Easy Millions. Original. Reputed millionaire toses his job, an inheritance and 

almost his sweetheart. Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Burgess Dir, Fred 


Newmayer, 


(Continued on page $4) 
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} 
JACK WHITING, popular dancing star who puts the pretty chorus 
through the innumerable clever paces of this Schwab & De Sylva hit, says, 
‘*The girls’ costumes are as new looking now as they were on opening 
night. Reason must be—Lux Flakes!” 
Dainty little MITZI MAYFAIR, Beautiful JUNE KNIGHT takes 
who dances so divinely, says, no chances with her charming 
“IT use Lux for my own frocks! She says, ‘‘Lux keeps all 
stockings—it just about my nice things—washable silk and 
doubles their wear.” cotton dresses, blouses, lingerie— 
new looking twice as long.”’ 
~ 
} 

















-_—— 














Tuesday, May 16, 1933 


VARIETY 


33 

















a Pa 


ETHEL MERMAN, 
feminine star of 
“Take a Chance,” 
says, ‘‘I insist 

on Lux for 

my stockings, 
lingerie— anything 
washable at all.’ 








RESH as a daisy after its long winter’s run, 
“Take a Chance” goes right on being one of 
the jolliest shows in town. 


Ethel Merman goes on singing ‘‘You’re an Old 
Smoothie” and ‘‘Eadie Was a Lady”’ in her gor- 
geous deep-blues voice; lovely June Knight and 
saucy Mitzi Mayfair are as bewitching as they 
were on opening night. 


And the chorus goes on dancing, in costumes 
as delightfully crisp and fresh and new as when 
they first stepped out . . . which is thanks to Lux, 
we’d like you to know! Yes, they take no chances 
in “Take a Chance”... never trust to luck... 
always to Lux. 


For as ‘“‘Mother’”? Duncan, the wardrobe mis- 
tress, says, ““Our costumes must have that 
out- of-the-bandbox look no matter how long 
the show runs. Believe me, I would find it 
hard to keep them so if it were not for Lux! 
I’ve depended on it for years, and never had 
a failure.’’ 


That’s just the point—you never take chances 
with Lux. It’sso absolutely safe. Anything safe 
in water is safe in Lux. Ordinary soaps too often 
contain harmful alkali that fades colors, and cake- 
soap rubbing isrisky! Play safe! Keep yourlovely 
frocks and blouses, your lingerie and stockings, 
looking like new twice as long—with Lux! 








i i | X these sheer, safe flakes 
double stocking wear, 


keep all nice things looking like new 
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T We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. J, 
Gate for Previews wey owierk, Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. Aaa 21. pe 


Increased in New 
Exhibitors’ Policy 


Hollywood, May 15. 


In the future, major studios will 


spread their previews so that no 
house can be dubbed a preview the- 
atre, and the entire Los Angeles 
district will be used as testing 
ground for unreleased films. An 


agreement to this effect has been 
made by the big producers. 

Exhibitors have made a pact of 
their own, agreeing that the gate 
shal. be raised 10 or 15c whenever 
a preview is held to vounter-balance 
the effect of a double feature pro- 
gram. Indie features will also be 
previewed with a similar price boost 
as long as they are not actually re- 
leased but in. the exchange vaults 
ready for distribution. 


PAR’S INTRA-T.M.C. 
SERVICE IN OPERATION 


Though not on the extravagant 
basis as fathered by Sam Katz in 
the Publix hey-day of his theatre 
regime, within a month, it is pre- 
dicted, the recently-created Théatre 
Management Corp. set-up within 
Paramount will be giving all Publix 
houses home office advice, attention 
and booking, advertising, buying and 
other service. It will function as 
Publix did under the Katz h.o. plan 
except with the difference that The- 
atre' Management will not dictate 
actual operation of theatres outside 
of those remaining under New York 
supervision. 

TMC is now offering management 
and servicing co-operation to its di- 
rectly-operated theatres, plus the 

ew England group, Publix-Com- 
erford chain, B. & K. and those in 
the south. 

Within the coming month Sam 
Dembow, Jr., predicts all other Pub- 
lix-controlled theatre groups, in- 
cluding chains in receivership, will 
sign up with TMC and pay into the 
company, as others are now doing, | 
a proportionate share of ‘the cost 
necessary to maintain a h, 0. serv- 
icing-operating org“ nization. 

Publix Theatres vas a subsidiary 
set-up.in the same fashion except 
for partnerships and localized op- 








eration which have come within the |’ 


past few years to take actual run- 
ning of theatres out of ‘New York. 
Fellowing a conference in New 
York iast week, Jobn C:'-dl, Publix 
operator over F. & it., one of the 
receivership groups; has returned to 
Minneapolis to ask that the F. &. R. 
chain subscribe to the TMC service. 
New England Publix theatres; also 
in receivership, secured an okay ‘to 
take advantage of what TMC offers. 
This includes rot only booking in- 
for.aation on pictures inclusive of 
all majors which are screened at the 
Publix h.o. on a Gaily schedule, but 
advertising material as well. Ad- 
ditionally, the Publix h.o. through 
TMC is the clearing house on the- 
atre operation and advice in other 
directions, also real estate, insur- 
ance, technical and other services. 
If the entire list of Publix houses, 
taking in all partnerships and re- 
ceivership groups, come into TMC 
within 30 days as expected, it will 
probably be necessary to enlarge on 
film booking and advertising par- 
ticularly to take care of all houses. 


L. A. Houses Put $100 
Qn Line in Stench Fite 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Co-operating with theatres which 
have: been drenched with stench 
bombs recently, the distrct attor- 
ney’s office is offering a ,100 reward 
for information leading to ihe ap- 
prehension of the om h <iroppers. 
This matches a sim offer on the 
part of Earl Sinks, Cperator of the 
*-is and Hollywood, who is flashing 
a trailer on the screens of his houses 
with a message and the offer signed 
by Buron Fitts, Los Ange'tes county 
d. a. 








During the past five : there 
have been over 35 smeli mbings 
in Los Angeles and suburban the- 
atres, 

Chicago Operators’ Ball 
Chicago, May 15. 

Motion Picture Operators ‘Union 
will hold a. Hollywood ball June 5 
at Trianon ballroom. It’s their 25th 
annual affair, 

Date was set in June after the 
World's Fair opening 





(Continued from page 31) 


Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the top and back again. 
Wm Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O'Malley. Dir. Burton King. 
Time. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Nov. 16. 

Forty-Niners. The overland trek in pioneer days. Tom Tyler. Dir. J. P. 
McCarthy, 49 mins. Rel, Oct, 28. Rev. Dec. 20, 

Gambling Sex, The. Racing story with a society slant. Ruth Hall, Grant 
Withers. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. 
Dec. 27. 

Kiss of Araby. Original. Sahara story of British army and Riff, with love 
interest. Marie Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor, Dir. Phil Rosen. 
Rel. Feb. 23. 

Penal Code. Story of a boy's regeneration surmounting complications. Regis 
Toomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Ellis. Dir. George Melford. 62 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Savage Girl, The. Big game hunters find a white jungle beauty Rochelle 
Hudson, Walter Byron, Harry Myers. Adolph Milar. Dir. Harry L. 
Fraser. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 5. Rev. May 2. 

When a Man Rides Alone. Robin Hood of the West and some daring stage 
coach holdups and fast riding. Tom Tyler,”“Adele Lacey, Duke Lee. 


Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. Jan. 29. 


Majestic 


Drama of a crusading district attorney. 


Offices: 1619 sk rest 
New York City 


Crusader, The. Evelyn Bren., H. F 





Warner, Ned Sparks, Lew Cody, Walter Byron, Marceline Day. Dir. 
Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 11 

Curtain at Eight. Sto y of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. Rel. 
May. 

Free Love. Rel. May 1 

Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. Mar. 1. 

Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Can- 
utt. Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 
mins. Rel. .Nov. 30. 


Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Gulliver, Donald 
Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 


Outlaw Justice. 
Keith, Dvnamite-Horse. 
Oct. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Sing, Sinner, Sing. Toreh singer marries a millionaire. 
Hyams. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. May. 

Trouble Buster. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Rel. April 1. 
Unwtitten’ Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeance. Greta Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hop- 


Paul Lukas, Leila 


per. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. }’ov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 
Vampire Bat, The. A thriller. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir, Frank Strayer. Rel. Jan. 21. 


Rev., Jan, 24, 


Via Pony Express. Jack Hoxie western. 
Rel. Feb, 8. Rev. May 9 ? 


Woman in the Case, The. Zita Johann. 
shield higher-ups. Rel. June. 


World Gone Mad, The. Story behind present-day conditions. 


Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collir 
Woman is framed for a cri™e to 


Evelyn Brent, 


Pat O’Brien, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar, 1. Rev. April 6S. 
Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, ° Offices: 1600 Broaitway 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N.Y. 


Alimony Madness. Story of alimony evils. Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. May 9. 


Behind Jury Doors. Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 

many ‘adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Breezy Eason. 

67 ‘mins. Rel: Dec. 1. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Heart Punch. Murier story with a prize ring angle. Lloyd Hughes, Marion 

‘Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter’s crime. Irene Rich, 
- Conway Tearle, Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Rev: Nov. ?9. , 

Justice Takes a Holiday. Original. Father love drives a convict back to 

jail H.B. Warner, Huntley Gordon, Audrey Ferris, Dir. Spencer Ben- 

nett. ,63 mins. Rel, Feb.- Rev. April, 25. ° 

Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 


os at 4 ‘Burgiss. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 69 mins, Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 

ae i 

Midnight Warning, The. Original. Wm. Boyd, Claudia Dell. Dir, Spencer 
G. Bennett. 57 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Mar. 14, 


Revenge at Monte Carlo. Diplomacy in a small European kingdom. Jose 
Crespo, Wheeler Oakman, Dorothy Gulliver. Dir, Breezy Eason. 63 
mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. May 2. 


Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway 
Calif. Metro New York, N. Y. 
Barbarian, The. Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a prince. 
Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny. Dir. Sam Wood. 80 mins. Rel. May 12. 
Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
eorrespondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. Dir. George Hill. 78 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar. 24. 


Devil’s Brother, The. Operetta 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas. Finlayson. 
May 5. 
Divorce in the Family. 
ooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. 
Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 
Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speea boat race. William 
Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans. Dir. Harry Pollard. 
82 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Flesh... Wallace Beery as a wrestler... Karen Morley, Riccardo Cortez, Jean 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Dec, 9. Rev. Dec. 13. 
Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah Bankhead, 
Robt: Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15 
Rev. Nov. 22. 
Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae 
Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir, Tod Browning. Rel. Mar. 10. Rev. Mar. 21. 
Gabriel Over the White House. From an anonymous nevel. The U. S. under 
a dictator, Wa!t Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. Dir. Greg- 
ory La Cavaz. Mar. 31. Rev. April 4, 


Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. 


‘Fra Diavolo.’ Laurel and Hardy, Dennis 
Dir. Hal Roach, 91 mins. Rel. 


Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Dir. Chas, F. Riesner. 


Robert Montgomery, 


Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. Dir. Jack Conway. 
Rel. May 5. Rev. May 2. 
Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. Sorcery in central Africa. 


Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm. 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22 

Looking Forward. The story of a great London department store. Based on 
the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir, Clar- 
ence Brown. 93 mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. May 2, 

Pe on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in politics and society. 
Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, — Eilers, Eugene Pallette. Dir. 
Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. 

Mask of Fu Manchu. ©." piutter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 
Boris. Karloff, Lewis Si. ie, Karen Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Kei. Nov. 6. Kev. Dec. 6. 


Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem in 


1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. Dir, Edgar Sel- 
wyn. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. March 14, 
Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. Harold 


Huth, Joan Barry, Frank Lawton. 90 mins, Rel. Jan, 27. 

Payment Deferred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughtoa ‘tn his original role, Maureen O'Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Lot] ar Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. Marion Davies, Onslow Stevens, 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard, Rel. 
May 26. 

Prosperity. P st depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 
Dir. San Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 29. 
Rasputin and the Empress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. John, 

Ethel ant Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, 


133 mins. Rel. March 24. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Red Dust. Je: « ow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. ‘ctor Fleming. Time, 83 mins, Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8, 
Reunion in Vienna. From Sherwood’s stage play. Exiled royalty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Otto Kruger, Dir. Sid- 


Rev. May 2. 
Based on Martin Brown's play “The Lady.’ 
Dir, Chas. Brabin. 83 mins, Rel. Feb. 3. 


ney. Franklin, Rel. April 28. 
Secret of Madame Blanche, The. 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holmes, 
Rev. Feb. 7. 
Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. 
Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence 
Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. 3 
Strange Interlude. The famous O'Neill play. 
5 Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. 


Helen Hayes, Ramon 
Brown. , 81 mins. 


Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Rel, Dec. 30. Rev. Sept. & 





CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


April 18. 

What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket 
Phillip Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. ¢4 
mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 

White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14, 

waletione in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan u murder 

Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. 

Rev. Jan, 31. 


Monogram 


Helen 


himself. Dir. Elliot Nugent, 


Rel. Jan. 27. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., 


Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. 


New York, N, y, 


Avenging Seas. British government agent's love affair in Bombay. Benita 
ae | Geo. Barraud, Anne Grey. Dir. Millard Webb. 57 mins. Rel, 
ov. 20 
Diamond Trail. Western. Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. Rel. Dec. 30. Rey, 
April 25. 
Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Duncan. Dir. J. p, 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. March 14. 


Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. 


F 
Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins, A 


Girl from Calgary, The. 
pD'Oo Rel. Sept. 24, 


rsay, Paul Kelly. 
Rev. Nov. 22 
Gulity or Not Guilty. Bootlegger’'s moll frees from prison an innocent girl, 
Betty Compson, Claudia Dell, Tom Douglas. Dir. Al Ray. 65 ming, 
Rel. Dec. 1 
Hidden Valley. 
Steele, Gertrude Messenger. 
Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Mar, 28. 
Man from Arizona, The. Cowboy saves his pal from double harm. Rex Bell, 
Neoma Judge. Dir. Harry Frazer. 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


Oliver Twist. Dickens’ story, Dickie Moore, Irving Pickel, Wm. Boyd, Doris 
Lloyd. Dir. Wm. Cowen. 80 mins, Rel, Feb. 28. Rev. April 18. 

Self Defense. From Peter B. Kyne'’s “The Just Judge.’ Western story of a 
woman who runs a gambling resort. Pauline Frederick, Claire Wind- 
sor, Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. Phil. Rosen. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rey, 
Feb. 21. (Originally titled ‘Self Defense’). 


Strange Adventure. Sob sister and detective avenge a millionaire. Regis 
‘oomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth. 60 
mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb, 14. 


West of Singapore. Romance in the tropics. 


A ranch foreman takes to a blimp to locate a spot. Bob 
Dir. R, N. Bradbury. 57 mins. Rel. Jan. 1, 


Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy, 


Betty Compson, Weldon Heys 


burn. Dir. Al Ray. 63 mins, Rel. Jan. 31, Rev. April 4. 
Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Jan. 24. 
: 1 Marath . $ 
Studios: 585 arathon St., Paramount Offices 1501 Broadway, 


Hollywood, Calif. 
Bectime Story, A. Original. 


New York, N. Y, 


Maurice Chevalier, 
Norman Taurog. 8} 


Chevalier adopts a baby. 
dw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. 
mins. Rel. Apri! 21. Rev. April 25, 


Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. Stuart Erwin, 


Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 


strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6 Rev. Jan, 10. 


Crime of the Century; The. From the European stage play of same title, 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm, 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Feb, 21. 


Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale, 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Mar 24. 


Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. 
Sari Maritza, Chas, Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. 
Nov. ll. Rev. Nov. 15. 


Farewell tec Arms. Hemmingway’s nove! of war on the Italian front. Helen 
Hayes, Gary Cooper; Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins, 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec, 13. 


From Hell to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb, 24. Rev. Mar. 21. 

Learned About Women. Comedy drama. Stuart Erwin, 
worth, Dir. Lloyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4 

Hello, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 

dolf Scott, Sally Blane, Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Heritage of the Desert. Zane Grey story. Western theme. Randolph Scott, 

Sally Blane, J. Farrell Macdonald, Dir. Henry Hathaway. 58 mins. 
Rel. Sept..30. Rev. March 14, 


Dir. Harry Joe Brown, 


Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir, 


Herbert Marshall, 
Rel, 


He Allison Skip- 


Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll, Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 
if | Had a Million. How various persons would react to an inheritance. Gary 


Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack Oakie and many 
others, each in a single sequence. Directional sequences by various di- 
rectors. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Dec. 6, 


Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arlen, Leila 
yams, Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. 17. 


King of the Jungle. Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. Dirs. Hum- 
berstone-Marcin. Jan, special release. Rev. Feb, 28. 


Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mase- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3, Rey. Mar. 28. 


Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. Dir. by Lothar 
Mendez under B. P. Schulberg. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3.. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Madame Butterfly. From the opera. Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. Ruggles. 
Dir. Gearing. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 
Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton I. Miller, Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas, Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 

Patrick, Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. April 4. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor, Dir, Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs, Mae West, Geo. Raft, Cone 
stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 14. -Rev. Nov. 1. 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 
special.» Rev. Jan. 3. 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. George M. Cohan, 
om age Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 

ct. 4. 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir, Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 28. 

She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
ee Owen Moore. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Kev 

eb. 14. 


Sign of the Cross, The. Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of 
Roman persecution of the Christians. Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 


Grand Hotel on shipboard. 


Clark Gable, 
December 


Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 118 mins. Kegu- 
lar release Feb. 10. Rey. Dec. 6. 
Song of the Eagle. Beer problem from the angle of an honest brewer. Chas. 


Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholt, Mary Brian, Dir. Ralph Murphy. 


65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev, May 2. 

Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. Faulkner's ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 
of an oversexed girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jt 
Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev, May 9. 

‘Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 

non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 


lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar. 21. 
Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. Carole Lombard, 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir, Victor Halperin. 65 M™Inhe 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25, 
Tonight Is Ours. Noel Coward’s “The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudetts 


Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. 


Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. 
kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, \ 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 

Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey's story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
Kohler. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. tel, Nov. 25. fseV¥s 
Jan. 17. ‘ 

Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-Known aul utp 
Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise ney 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday, Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel, Feb. + 


Miriam Hop- 
Time, 


Geo. Raft, Nancy Cate 


ra 





Rev. Mar. 14 
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11 West 42d St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Blame the Woman. British made with Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allister 


as a pair of crooks. Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mi 


ns. Rel. Oct. 1 


Devil’s Playground, The. George Vanderbilt's expeditionary film. 54 mins. 


Rel. Jan 1. ev. Jan. 3 


ngle 
ques Rel. Feb. 15. 


Yeodoo. Travel. Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced 
‘White King of LaGonave.’ 4 reels. Rel. Feb. 15. 


Gigilo. ‘Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 55 mins. 


by Sergeant Wirkus, 


With Willlamson Beneath the Sea. Underwater exploration. 60 mins. Rel 
an. 1. 


Rev. Nov. 29. 


Studios: Hollywood, — R.K.O. Radio 


Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Radio City, N.Y.C. 


Animal Kingdom, The. The man who could not distinguish between his wife 
and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann Harding, Myrna Loy. Dir. Edw. H. 


Griffith. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 3 


Cheyenne ae. The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill. 55 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 20. 


Christopher Strong. From Frankau play. Story of a 


daring English avia- 


trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. Dir. Dorothy Arz- 


ner. 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 14 


onquerors, The. A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
ae Rich. Dix, Ann Harding. Edna may Saver. Dir. Wm. Wellman. Time, 


84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov 


Diplomaniacs, The. Wheeler and Woolsey are sent by an Indian tribe to 
bring peate to the Geneva Conference. Dir. Wm, Seiter. 59 mins. Rel. 


May. Rev. May 2. 


Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 


Lili Damita. Chas. M@6rton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. 
Great Jasper, The. Novel by. Fulton Oursler. Dix as a 


Rel. Jan. 27. 
motorman who turns 


palmist. Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J. Walter 


Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21, 
Half-Naked Truth, The. From Harry Reichenbach’s 


memoirs of a press 


agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. 


75 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3. 
King Kong. Original. A 50-foot ape is captured in t 


he wilds and creates 


havoc when it escapes while on exhibition in New York. Fay Wray, Robt. 
Armstrong. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 100 mins. Rev. April 7. 


Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi Green. Ed. Keennedy. 


Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 


Rev. Dec. 27. 


Lucky Devils. Original. Glorifying the picture stunt men. Bill! Boyd, Wm. 


Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Merian C. Cooper. 
3. Rev. Feb. 21. 


63 mins. Rel. Feb. 


Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. Junior Durkin, 


Mrs. Wallace Reid, Virginia Henry. Dir, Irving 
Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. May 9. 

Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 
Rev. Mar. 14. 


Cummings. 64 mins. 


66 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 


Men of America. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson. Chic Sale. Dir. Ralph Ince. 


Time, 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery story of a 


hoodooed charm. C. 


Aubrey Smith, Ivan Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 66 


mins. Rel. Jan. 13. 


Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human beings for 


sport. Joel McCrea, Fay Wray, Leslie Banks, 
Time, 63 mins. Rel.:Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Dir. E. Schoedsack. 


No Other Woman. Steel worker who rises to affluence and drags his wife into 
the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 58 mins. 


Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31 


Our Betters. From Maugham’s play. English high society. Constance Ben- 


nett, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. .84 mins. 
Feb. 28. 


Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 


Past of Mary Holmes, The. Destitute opera singer unwittingly accuses her 
son of murder. Helen MacKellar, Eric Linden, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. 


Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. 62 mins. Rel 


. Jan, 20. Rev. May 2. 


Penguin Pool Murder, The. Stuart Palmer’s novel; murder moatery. Mae 
r. 


Clark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleason. 
Archainbaud. 66 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27 


Geo. 


Phantom of Crestwood, The. Mystery at a week-end party. Ricardo Cortez, 


Katherine Morley. Dir. J: W. Ruben. Time, 177 
Rev. Oct. 18. 


mins. Rel, Oct. 14 


Renegades of the West. Cowboy avenges his father’s death and cleans up the 
rustlers. Tom Keene, Betty Furness, Roscoe Ates, Rockcliffe Fellowes. 


Dir. Casey Robinson. 55 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. 


Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel] McCrea. 
Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec. 6. 


Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet’s in again. Jack 


Oakie, Vivienne Os- 


borne, George E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. Rev. 


Feb. 28 


Scariet River. Picture company films a western film. 
Wilson, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Otto Brown. 54 mins, 


Tom Keene, Dorothy 
Rel, Mar. 10. 


Secrets of the French Police. Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank ero, 


Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 
Rev. Dec. 13. 


mins. Rel. Dec, 


Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 


Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John 
Rel. May 19. Rev. May 9. 


Cromwell. 76 mins. 


Sport Parade. Novelty story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time. 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Dec. 20. 
Strange Justice. Oddities of the criminal code. Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, 

Tesinaid Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. Time, 64 mins. Rel, Oct. 7. 
Sweepings. Novel. Biographical study of a merchant prince. Lionel Barry- 
more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. Dir. John Cromwell, 77 mins. Rel. 


April 14. Rev. Mar. 28. 
Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Fo 


rst, Trude von Molo 


Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. (ct. 21. Rev. Sept. 15. 


Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer's story of the power of suggestion. 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. 


Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 13. 


Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. French story 
of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. John Barry- 
more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. Rel. 


Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 8. 


Md M4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
United Artists °°" “Non York, N.Y. 


Cynara. Philip Merivale stage hit. Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis 


Barry. Dir. King Vidor. Time, 79 mins, Rel. Dec. 
Hallelujah, I'm a Bum. Al Jolson introduces the new 


28. Rev. Jan. 3 
‘rhythmic dialogue.’ 


Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry: Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 


lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 

Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a 
Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey 
21. Rev. Nov. 22 


Rev. Feb. 14. 
bull fighter down in 
74 mins. Rel. Jan. 


Magic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 


Time, 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Perfect Understanding. Swanson original laid in Engla 


nd. Gloria Swanson, 


Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday. 
Dir. Cyril Gardner. 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. 


Rain. Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, 


Walter Huston. Dir. 


Wm. Gargan. Time, 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Secrets. Stage play. Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 


to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. Dir. Frar 
Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21 


Studio: Uni i i a 
iversal yy Universal 


Afraid to Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ a 


1k Borzage. 83 mins. 


ces: 730 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. 


bout crooked paierees. 


Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern. Dir. Edw. 


Cahn. 74 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20. 
Air Mail, The. Commercial fiying thrill story. Pat O’B 
loria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. John Ford. 
Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Ali American, The. Football story. Rich. Arlen, Gloria 
Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 14. 
Be Mine Tonight. Comedy-drama. Love story unfolded 


rien, Ralph Bellamy, 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. 


Stuart. Dir. Russel! 


in scenic beauty of 


Swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. Rel. 


Mar. 23. Rev. April 18. 


Big Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, different from jungle films. 
Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. Dir. Kurt 


Neumann. 78 mins. Rel. Mar. 3 


Cohens and Kellys in Trouble. Comedy. Famous team in story with nautical 


background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. 
Rel. March 23. Rev. April 18. 


Destination Unknown. Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. 
O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. Dir. Ray Garnett. 


Rev. April 11. 
Fighting President, The. Newsreel assembly of the life 
Screen !ecture by Edwin C. Hill. Special release. 
Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate 
loot. Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon. 
58 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 


Dir. George Stevens. 


Pat | 
Rel. Mar. 2. 


of F. D. Roosée velt 
Rev. April 11. | 
hiding place of their | 
Dir. Arthur Rosson. | 


Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Rel. April 20. 
Laughter in Heli. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 

Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that exists between a 
man and his dog. Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. 
Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10 
Nagana. ‘Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank. 
Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
hern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 
Old Dark House. A night of terror in an English country home. Boris Kar- 
loft Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 
Time. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 1. 
Out All Night. Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. Dir. Sam Taylor. 
Rel. April 13. Rev. April 11. 


Private Jones. Comedy in which a slacker finds himself very much in the 
war. Lee Tracy, Donaid Cook, Gloria Stuart, Dir. Russell Mack. 70 
mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 28. 

Rome Express, The. British made. Grand Hotel on a French train. Esther 
Ralston, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Walter Forde. 85 mins. Rev. Feb, 28. 


Rustlers’ ee The. Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair. Dir. 
Henry MacRae. 56 mins. Rel. Mar. 16. 

Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 
nay Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. 
eb. 14, 

They Just Had to Get Married. Matrimonial adventures of a newlyrich 
couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 71 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14 


5 i B , : . , 
Studios where. Warner Brothers Offices Te ee RY. 


Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage strikes a snag. Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 
mond, Frank McHugh. Dir Robert Florey. 67 mins. Rel. April 8. 


12d Street. A musical production with the theatre as the background. Bebe 
Daniels, Warner Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, 
sett qoret. Guy Kibbee. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 89 mins. Rel. Mar. 11. 
ev. 14, 


Girl Missing. ‘wo girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. Glenda Farrell, Ben 
Lyon, Mary Brian, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Robt. Florey. 69 mins. Rel. 
Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Brian. 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Rel. Jan. 28. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Haunted Gold. Search for gold in a haunted mine. John Wayne. Dir. Mack 
Wright. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. Rev. Jan. 17. 


| Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ Paul 
Muni, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 93 mins. Rel. Nov. 
19. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men. Kay Francis, 
George Brent, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 25. 
Rev. April 4. 


King’s Vacation, The. From a story by Ernest Pasca). The king takes time 
out to visit his first wife. Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi. 62 mins. Rel. 
Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 


Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondel). 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 7. Rev. Jan. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft. Doug. 
Fairbanks, Jr., Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 72 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 28. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 58 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Telegraph ‘Yrail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph. 
John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir. Tenny Wright. 55 
mins. Rel. Mar. 18. Rev. April 4. 


Untamed Africa. Thrilling African adventure. Under supervision of Wynant 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 


Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) Mystery and thrills in a wax 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 18. Rev. Feb. 21. 


Working Man, The. Original. Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arliss, 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 77 mins. Rel. May 6. Rev. April 25. 


4 Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
World Wide New York, Ni. Y. 
(Releasing Through Fox) 


Between Fighting Men. Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 62 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 


Breach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career. Chester Morris, May Clarke, 
a SY eae Dir. Paul Stein. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. 
ov. 22. 
Constant Woman, The. From Eugene O'Neill's play ‘Recklessness.’ Conrad 
Nagel, Leila Hyams. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Rel. Mar. 18, 
Death Kiss, The. A murder mystery with a motion picture studio back- 
ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir. 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 8. 
Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 
nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir, J. P. Mc- 
Gowan. 61 mins. Rel. Jan. 29. Rev. May 2. 
Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 
_— a Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 mins. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
ec. ‘ 
False Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his profession. Lowell Sherman, Lila 
siete peasy Shannon. Dir. Sherman. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. 
Nov. 29. 
Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 
hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir. Alan James. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Mar. 7. 
Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. Moran and Mack. Dir. 
Mack Sennett. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard western. Muriel Gordon. Dir. 
Alan James. 60 mins. Rel. April 9. 
Phantom Thunderbolt. Ken Maynard western in which he helps Coyote 
Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. Francis Lee. Dir. Alan 
James. 61 mins. Rel. Mar, 5. 
Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde, 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 71 mins. Rel. April 2. 
Race Track. Original. Turf story. Leo Carillo, Kay Hammond, Junior 
Coghlan. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 78 mins. Rev. Feb. 25. 
Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteran of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil- 
lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 67 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Nov. 
Tombstone Canyon. Western, in which the nero tries to solve the mystery of 
his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Alan James. Rel. Dec. 265, 
Rev. April 11. 
Trailing the Killer. Epic of the North Woods. Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. 
Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Uptown New York. Married happiness and a past. Jack Oakie, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Time, 74 mins. tel. Dec. 4. Rev. Nov. 20. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Bachelor Mother, The. (Hollywood Pro.) Original. A mother borrowed from 
an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. Evalyn Knapp, Jas. Murra, 
Margaret Seddon. Dir. Chas. Hutchinson. 69 mins. Rel. Jan, 3. Rev. 
Feb. 21. 

Big Town, The. (Invincible.) Vice crusade story. Lester Vail, Frances 
Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins. Rev. Dec. 27 

Daring Daughters. (Tower.) Two girls in the big city. Kenneth Thompson, 


Joan Marsh, Marian Marsh. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 63 mins. Rel, Jan. 
3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Face on the Bar Room Floor, The. (invincible.) Temperance discussion. 
Dulcie Cooper, Bramwell Fletcher. Dir. Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 


Rel. Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Footsteps In the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 
rice Elvery. ‘ime, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1, 

High Gear. (Goldsmith.) Auto race story. Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
Joan Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 65 mins. Rev. April 18, 

Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Canncn. 71 mins. Rev. Jan. 10. 


India Speaks. (Walter Futter.) Travelogue with interpolated dramatic epi- 
sode. Talk by Rich. Halliburto: 80 mins. Rev. May 9. 





Jungle Killer. (Century.) Expose of : ! game hunting in Africa. With lec- 
-c, Rel. Nov. 25. tev. Nov. 29 


|Marhattan Tower. ‘Remington.) Suggestive of ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ Romance 


in an office building. Mary Brian, Irene Rich, Jas. Hall. Dir. Frank 
Strayer. (2 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 20. 


(Continued on page 37) 


Family Pix Only 
Name, Not Reality, 
Hays Aide Finds 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Report on current pictures from 
Mrs. T. G. Winter, public relations 
contact for the Hays office, which 


goes out every two months to wo- 
men’s clubs and civic organizations, 
lists but a comparatively few that 
she advises as acceptable for family 
patronage. 

Unique angle is that of the 12 
under the heading of ‘mystery, mel- 
odrama and crime,’ five are sug- 
gested as entertaining for the whole 
family while not one of the five un- 
der the heading of “humor” is so 
designated.” 

Of the three films listed as ‘world- 
ly wise,’ all are products of Radio 
studios. These, all recommended for 
adults only, are ‘Christopher Strong,’ 
‘Our Betters,’ and ‘Topaze.’ ‘King 
Kong,’ from the same studio, is 
tabbed ‘not for the ultra nervous.’ 

Six Westerns Oke 

Six westerns are listed as for 
children from seven to 70, who like 
their western melodrama true to 
type. 

Excerpts of some of the reports 


‘‘Auction in Souls,’ fair production 
with whirlwind climax;’ ‘ ‘Bondage,’ 
interesting but far from entertain- 
ing’; ‘‘Gabriel Over the White 
House,’ well worth seeing’; ‘ ‘Kiss 
Before the Mirror,’ on the whole its 
entertainment value is doubtful’; 
‘*Looking Forward,’ a high standard 
of technique and detail’; ‘ ‘Lucky 


should be taken not to include the 
sensitive child,’ ‘‘Masquerader,’ not 
a new theme but one that perenially 
intrigues’; ‘‘Pick Up,’ a rather me- 
diocre story, well acted’; ‘ ‘Strictly 
Personal,’ good story with but fair 
entertainment values’; ‘ ‘Sweepings,’ 
finely unified, well acted and di- 
rected’; ‘‘White Sister,’ presented 
with distinguished artistry’; ‘ ‘Work- 
ing Man,’ it ought to be good. box 
office’; ‘‘The Big Cage,’ opening 
scenes marred by bits of coarse 
dialog’; ‘‘Clear All Wires,’ subtly 
offensive in its treatment of ethical 
standards’; ‘‘Grand Central Air- 
port,’ marred by bedroom and un- 
dressing scenes’; ‘‘Terror Abroad,’ 
story too crammed with tragedy for 
children or nervous folk’; ‘ ‘Trick 
For Trick,’ a clever and beautifully 
mounted picture’; ‘ ‘Hell Below,’ too 
exciting for nervous children—some 
vulgar bits’; ‘‘Christopher Strong,’ 
beautifully mounted but over-step- 
ping the moral standards of many 
audiences’; ‘‘Our Betters,’ leaves a 
sour taste’; ‘ “‘Topaze,’ entertainment 
value very high.’ 


Okla. Chain’s Recvr 


Oklahoma City, May 15. 


Receiver for Criterion Theatres 
Corp., local chain operators, filed by 
Jules Bloch and other owners of two 
Main street lots on which the Cap- 
ital is located. Petition charged that 
the company owes a total of $13,973 
rents, at $2,200 a month, and delin- 
quent 1932 taxes amounting to $6,- 
404. 

The theatre company holds a sub- 
lease on the property for 10 years 
from October, 1930. 

Suit also named J. H. Cooper, New 
York, principal owner of Criterion 
Theatres Corp., and the Texas-Okla- 
homa Enterprises, which had the 
original lease. 

Mrs. Frances Potter Hauser and 
Cc. L. Salter will take over the 
Shrine auditorium here July 1 at ex- 
piration of the lease now held by 
Warner Brothers. 








STEFFES SHUTTERS 1 
Minneapolis, May 15. 

One week was enough for W. A. 
Steffes as a Chicago exhib, dispos- 
ing of the latest addition to his 
chain of World, foreign talker the- 
atres, the former Playhouse. Chi 
unions required Steffes to employ 
three stage hands and four booth 
operators for his tiny house, and 
his first week’s run with ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ as the attraction, 
grossed only $1,500. 

Steffes’ local foreign house, the 
World, is comparatively the biggest 
money maker in town. ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ starts a fifth week there 
Friday. 
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AND THEN--THE HORSE DIED 
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This is a bad time story, You’ve heard part of it They booked cheaper talent. Then they cut down 2 
before, but not the new ending. It’s about a Guy on the length of the show. Pretty soon they had their ny 
who owned a horse, which he used in his business. audience accustomed to almost no show of any kind. r 
When things got tough the Guy got an idea. He de- o 
cided to cut down on the horse’s upkeep, so each day But the audience was like the horse. It began to és, 
he cheated on the nag’s grub. dwindle. Of course, it didn’t show its ribs like the i 
; nag, but it did begin to show empty seats. >, 
He started by chiseling a handful of oats each day. : , r 
Pretty soon he was holding out two handfuls, then But the Guy saw expenses going down, and let it go . 
three. After a while he had the horse down to no at that. i 
oats at all. And then, just when the audience got used to no ei 
PRET IR, abe RL: Cage pore ae apy stage show at all, it quit coming to the theatre alto- , 

; gether. 
he died. ar 
| So the horse went to the glue factory and the theatre He 
So the Guy got a job with his brother, who ran a went to the receiver. o 
theatre. \ Hy 
Think it over, Mr. Theatre Operator. | - 
Theatre business went blooey, too. So the Guy went T 
to his brother and said: “We ought to cut down.” Are you starving your patrons out? It’s stupid - 
The first thing they did was to chisel on their stage economy to cut down on what you offer in entertain- a 
show, which was the big draw of their theatre. It ment. It’s all right to reduce operating expenses, but ke 
used to keep their business up when a bad picture it’s all wet to reduce the quality of what you sell to r 
let it down. the public. bm 
bju 
Lul 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 35) 





Pride of the Legion. 
Peter B. Kyne story. 
Matt Moore. 


apere, are The. 


(Released also as ‘The Big Payoff.’) (Mascot.) From a 
Barbara Kent, J. Farrell MacDonald, Glen Tryon, 
Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins. Rel. Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 24. 


(Irving-Maxim.) Original of the auto races with air 


Wally Reid, Jr. Dir. Jerome Storm. 58 mins. 
Red- Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna Kennedy, TI 
Von Eltz. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 2i. Rev 


Oct. 25. 
arlet Week End. (Irving.) 

7 Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. 
Nov. 1. 

Sucker Money. (Kent.) 
Barrington. Dir. 
April 11. 

What Price Decency. (Equitable.) From a stage play. 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. 


Murder at a 


house arty. 
Willis Kent. . 4 


* Dorothy Revier, 
Time, 


58 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 


Exposé of fortune 


telling. 
Dorothy Reed and 


Me'ville 


Muscha Auer, 
Shyer. 65 


Phyliis 
mins. Rev. 


Jungle background 
Dorothy Burgess, Alan 


Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rey. Mar. 7. 
Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hvypochondriac 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dean. Time. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. £2 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, 
year of releases.) 


(Most of these available with English titles.) 
Alone (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Trauborg. 68 mins. Rel. May 24. 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy. 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. 


this list covers one 


Grane in der Spee. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich 
Dir. Carl oelich. Rel. July 19. 

Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 


Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). <A clown saves the nation. Dir. Soloviev. 
568 mins’ Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 


Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). 


Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan, 24. 


Musical farce. Fernand Gravey. 


80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8 
Das Nachtigall Madel (Capital) (Ger). Love in Hawaii. Dir. Leo Lasky. 
80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). Romantic comedy. Kaethe 


von Nagy. Dir, Reinhold Schunzel. 


David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. 


Ser Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. 


Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). 


83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Harry Baur. 


Rev. Dec. 13. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 
Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 


Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir. 


Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4. 

Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter. 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Der Falsche Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Viasta 


Military musical. 

Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 

Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 

Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 


Diary of a Revolutionist (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Urinov. 80 mins. Rel. June 
8. Rev. June 14. 
Die Blumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Muel- 


ler. Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12. 
Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. {Capital) (Ger). yay Forst, Irene Elsinger. 
Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n.‘ins. Rel. 
(New Era) (Ger). Musical. Baca d ‘Roberts, Lucie Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 
Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertini. 
Mir. Marcel L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14 


Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish). Musical. Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car- 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1, 
Drunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). Max Neu- 


Musical comedy. Dir. 
feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dee. 20. 


Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) s. 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 


Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). 


Musical comedy. Anny Ondra. 


aicsaae’ thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 
: fF 


68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 

False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 
18. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German). (General). Mady Christians. Melo- 


75 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 2. 
Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life. 


drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 
Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). 


Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck. 
Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2. 


Musical comedy. Gitta Alpar, 


90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4 


Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). 
yustav Froelich. Dir. Carl Froelich. 


Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. Gustav Froeh- 
lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov. 1 

Hertha’s Erwachen (F’rotex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir. Gerhard 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10. Rey. March 14. 

Holzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir. 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 


House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostoievsky’s life. Dir. Fed- 
erov. 79 mins, Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Murrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucile 
English. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. 91 mins. Rel. June 24. 

Hyppolit a Lakaj (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. 
van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). 


Dir. Szekely Ist- 


Musical. Dir. Geza 


von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 
Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Sranach, 


Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 

Musical farce. Siegfried Arno. 
Rev. Nov. 3 

75 mins. tel. April 1. 


Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. 
Keine Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). 
Dir. Carl Boese. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. 
Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce. 
La Couturiere de Luneville (Par) (French). Musical of woman's love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Oct. 22. 
Le Bal Ree (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 83 mins. 
Oct. 1. Rev.. Oct. 
Le Roi roth Resquilleurs (French) (Protex). Comedy with music. 
Georges Colombier. 90 mins. Kel. June 1. Rev. June 14. 
Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Musical comedy. Kaethe von Nagy, 
Albers. Dir. Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 7. 
Ljubav ! Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). 


Milton. Dir. 
Hans 


Drama of Jife among N. Y. imigrants. 


Rakel Davidovie. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 
Luise, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten. Dir. Car] Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 


M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. Peter Lorre. Dir. Fritz Lang 


95 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4 and April 1%. 

Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire. Dir Alexander Korda 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. April 25. — 

Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama Thiele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel. Jan. 10. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Dir. Karl Boese 
Rel. Nov. 10. 


Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russia 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev, Jan. 17. 

Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Protex). Poignant drama. Werner Krauss 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Miche (Paramount) (French). Musical comedy. Suzy Vernon, Robert Burnier, 

Dranem. $0 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing 

Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). 
mins. tel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama. Dir. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 3 

Noe Listopadowa (Polish) (C J. Warnecki 


Gentlemen Maudit 


Siegfried Arno ea 


Farce. 
Heinz Paul. 90 mins Fe] 


apital) Historical romance Dir. J 
95 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May «. 


| 
| 


Sprucing Holt’s Div. 





Cincinnati, May 15. 

Nat Holt, RKO division manager, 
announces that 25,000 has been 
budgeted for the refurnishing and 
redecorating program now under 
way in the firm’s five houses here 
that were taken over from Ike Lib- 
son and his associates. The re- 
vamping calls for new carpets and 
cleaning and painting of signs and 
walls in RKO theatres here and in 
Dayton and Columbus, O. 


Booth Men Take Wage 
Nick in New F-WC Deal 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Under a compromise agreement, a 
new wage scale for projectionists 
working in Fox-West Coast houses 
in Northern and Southern California 
became effective yesterday (14), 
with the operators in class A thea- 
tres now getting $1.75 per hour, as 
compared with the $2.10 paid previ- 
ously. 

New scale will be 
Sept. 1, next. 

Prior to the new agreement, the 
operators had been working under a 
374%% wage slash which had been 
arbitrarily established by F-WC re- 
ceivers in March. 

The new scale will probably be 
adopted for indie houses at meet- 
inzs to be held shortly. 

Wage now in effect averages ap- 
proximately 75% of the regular 
scale in effect one ear ago. Lowest 
pay now for booth men at F-WC 
is $1.50 per hour in the third and 
subsequent class houses. 





in effect till 


Redeemable Tokens and Cash Rebates 
In Camouflaged Price Slashing 








Measles Week 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 
A local chain exhibitor, look- 
ing over his bookings for next 


Chicago, May 15 
Neighborhood exhibitors with 
bargain prices up to 6:30 p.m. are 
getting the bulk cf their evening 
patronage prior to that hour and 
reducing rather than aiding their 


week, observed: own grosses. This is the opinion 
‘Ah, measles week’. of observers here who note the 
Asked to elucidate, he an- rising tendency of the nabes to cut 
swered: prices by a dozen sidestepping 
‘Look at these bookings. artifices so that they keep their 
Strictly quarantine pictures, cake and eat it, too. In other words, 
strictly—same as if I had a they retain the release rating ad- 


sign up.’ 








vantages of a 30c scale, but actually 
only charge 20c., etc. 

Cheap prices extended to the very 
threshold of evening merely en- 
courages filmgoers to be early birds. 
It doesn’t make any new customers. 
Those that intended to come any- 
way simply arrive earlier and pay 
That’s the story now told. 

Facing Both Ways 

One theatre gives a metal token 
with every ticket which is redeem- 





Malted Milk Caps 
As Majestic Admits 


Chicago, May 15. 
Listerine toothpaste is reported 
interested in taking another whirl] at | less. 
the empty carton thing with the 
Majestic theatre. House has offered 
to resume the tie-up for a second 


fortnight starting May 27. able inside the lobby for candy, 

Meanwhile, the Majestic, through | cigarettes, or, when accumulated, 
Gardner Wilson, has made another| more costly premiums. For all 
radio advertiser exploitation deal.| Practical purposes this is a cash re- 


bate on the price of the ticket. An- 
other theatre is -eported consider- 
ing, but has not pted an 
even more radical nd candid 
espousal of the rebate system. 
Their stunt will be to present each 
incoming patron with a bright new 
shiny dime. As the public pays the 
fixed admission, and as the dime is 
transferred after the ticket-taker 
has collectea, the house believes it 


Horlick’s Malted Milk is redeeming 
bottle caps at the rate of 10 cents 
each the week of May 20, while 
members of their WGN program, 
Bob Becker’s ‘Devil Birds’ are per- 
sonally appearing at the house. Lord 
and Thomas okayed the stunt. 

‘Devil Bird’ program is supposed 
to have an ‘in’ with 50,000 Boy 
Scouts in the Chicago area. 








1914. (Capital) (Ger,) Prelude to the 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Oberst Redl. (Capital) 
Kar] Anton. 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). 
Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev Jan. 31. 

Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). 
mins. Rel. April 4. 

Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. 

Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. 


(Ger). 


Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) 
Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. 


Rhapsody of Love. (Capital) (Polish 


Time, 89 


Spy _ thriller. 
Time. 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30 
Musical. 
Rev. Jan. 17 


90 mins. Rel. 


Sound version of Ejisenstein’s classic. 70 


(Ger). 


can pass this off simply as a com- 
plimentary gift from the manager 
to his customers. Actually, of 
ccurse, it’s just another device to 
cheapen admissions while maintain- 
ing the same week of release. 
Competition among the nabes is 
keen. Stage talent is used to a 
wider extent than for several years; 
week-end vaudeville or ‘radio acts’ 
as they seem to prefer to call them 
in many spots. However, prices for 
talent are lower than ever and 
managers are still flirting with ‘spe- 


world war. [Lir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 


Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 


Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. 


Comedy with music. Berliner, Tiedtke, 
Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mins. 


Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 


military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 7 
Aug. 11. cial nights,’ giveaways, something- 


(Yiddish). Comedy. Dir.|for-nothing inducements. These 
April 1. Rev. April 25. are rapidly restoring the cut-throat 


). Hardships of an art career. tactics that were at their height 
mins. Rel. ; 


Agnes 


Petersen. Mosjukine. Aug. several years ago, but seemed to 
Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Hans subside a bit last October when 
Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. Gowns features were dropped 

Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musical of Schubert's life. ‘ ‘ : ’ 


Carl Joeken, Dir. Rich. Oswald. 


Schutzenkoenig’ (Ger.) (Germania). M 
Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. 


Shame 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 


Rev. May 31 
Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 
Soviets on Parade. 
sia. 55 mins. Rel. 
Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) 
the mountains. Time, 89 mins. 
Trois» Mousquetaires, Les (General) 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 128 
Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Po! 
mins. Rel, Jan. 1. 
Ulica (Capital) (Polish). 


Vlani, 


Life of the 1 


(Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. 
75 mins. Rel. 
Siberian Patrol (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. 


The war terrors. 


70 mins. Rel, 


(Russ.) (Kinematrade). 
Feb. 1. Rev. 


(French). 


Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 28. Big circuits led about two months 

ax Adalbert, Gret] Theimer. Dir. Franz ago in eliminating price mention 
Rev. May 9. from advertisements on the grounds 
the public was being made ‘price 
ccnscious.’ Obviously the rebate 
stunt in whatever fc 1 it may bob 
up is the last word in this very 
thing. 


Spitz Unloads 3 Thru 
Uncertainty of Films 


Providence, May 15. 
Three nabe houses, located in 
strategic nearby points to the down- 


Viadimir Gardin. Dir. 
Rev. March 14. 
50 mins. Rel. May 13. 


March 1. 
Protozanov. 


Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Rel. 





(Embassy). Art and photography pre- 
April 1. 

Historie record of current Rus- 
March 7, 

(Polish). (Synchronized.) 
Rel. Aug. 25. 

Duma’s classic with 
mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 
ish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 


Danger in 


songs. 





iewsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time 


73 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31. — . / * | town section, have been unloaded by 
Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, |4: 4- Spitz, chain operator. The the- 
Adam Brodzicz. ‘Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. atres are the Royal, Castle and the 
Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger), Viennese operetta. Michael | Park. Operating the three for sev- 


Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 
Voce Del Sangue (Synchroart) (Italia 
mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 
Voice of the Desert, The. (Capital) 
locales. 


Walzerparadies. (Ger.) 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. 


(Capital). 
March 1, 


Weekend in Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). 
Dir. Robt. Land. 


Wenn dem Esel zu Wohl Ist (Ger.) (Germania). 


Trude Berliner. 


Dir. Franz Seitz. 85 mins. Rel. 
Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). 
Heidermann, Ida Wuest. Dir. J. 
Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) ( 
Thiele. Dir. S. YY. Dudov. 71 
Yorck (German) (Protex). Historical d 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 
Zapfenstrelch Am Rhein. (Whitney) ( 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 
Zirkus Leben. (German) (FAF). 


Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Re 


Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) 
Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. R 


Key to address—Amkino, 723 Seven 


Asnocks ited Cinema, 


Capital Film Exch 


Embassy Pictures, 


European Film Co 





90 mins. Rel. 


Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. 
Musical comedy. 


mins. tel, 


90 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 


April 1, Rev. April 11. eral years, Spitz was prompted in 
n-German). Dubbed into German. 70 |loosening his hold on the stands by 
25. , the uncertainty of the picture sit- 
(Polish). Algerian story in authentic | uation for the summer months. 
Time, 89 — Rel. Aug. Spitz retains only the Bijou, on 
Charlotte Susa. Dir. /+ne main stem, and the Palace in the 
heart of ritzy Edgewood section. He 
is also connected with the stock en- 
terprise at the Modern, now in its 
llth week, and a profitable invest- 
ment. Spitz will keep the stand 
going through the summer if he can 
get the plays. Top is 55c, and biz 
almost capacity every performance 
since opening. 

The Royal has been taken over by 
Philip Smith enterprises of Boston. 


Rev. March 7. 
Farce. Otto Wallburg, 
81 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 


Comedy. Charlotte 


Elsie Elster, 
Ander. 
April 15. 

Military musical. 
Fleck. 
German). 


Otto Wallburg, Paul 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. 
Difficulties of life. Hertha 
April 15. Rev. April 25. 
rama. Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 
Ger.). Musical farce, 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


Charlotte Susa, 
Rev. Feb. 7. 


Circus drama. Liane Haid. Dir. Heins Julian Myers, also of the Hub, will 
v. Jan. 3 operate the Castle. The Park has 
(Protex). Operetta. been taken over by Peter Nelson, 


Lilian Harvey. 


el. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 13 associated with Spitz as manager of 


the house. 


Receivership Wash-up 





th Ave. 
154 W. 55th St. 
lange, 630 Ninth Ave. 


729 Seventh Ave 
rp., 154 West 55th St 


Filmchoice, 33 West 42d St. Shamokin, Pa., May 15 
Foreign American Films, 111 W. 57th St. Application for permission to pay 
Foremco, 1560 Broadway. , . . Sa age . tone tins : 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave a number of claim if f ian 
General Foreign Sales Corp., 729 Seventh Ave $100 each was granted the receiver, 
Germania Films, 22-33 19th St., Asioria Stephen L. Gribbin, this city, of 
George Schneider, 575 Riverside Dr. the Chamberlain Amusements En- 
Harold Auten, 1560 Broadway. on a . 
International Cinema, 1499 First Ave. terprises In Che receivership 1n 
Interworid Films, 1540 Broadway. which the Chamberlain picture 
J. H. Hoffberg Co., 729 Seventh Ave theatre group operated for twe 
J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d St. years is about te be ended by dis- 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh e, . : Cag 
Madison Pictures, 111 West $7th St charge of the receiver, the core 
New Era, 630 Ninth Ave, poration’s affairs having been ad- 
Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave justed. 

Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th St. The theatres. in various coal re- 
Syncho Art, 630 Ninth Ave. 


Worldkino, 1501 


Broadway 


Zbyszko Film Corp., 





gion towns, are again doing busi- 


274 Madison Ave. 
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Radio's Toughest Fight Looms 
As Result of Supreme Court's 
Ruling in WIBO-WPCC-WJKS 





Washington, May 165. 


Decision of the U. S. Supreme 
Court affirming the Federal Radio 
Commission’s deletion of WIBO 
and WPCC, Illinois, in favor of 
WJKS, Indiana, on grounds of en- 
forcing of the quota system, may 
result in the biggest fight the radio 
industry has yet waged with Con- 


abide by recommendations of its ex- 
aminers. 

Under the ruling, WIBO, 1,000- 
watter, Chicago, operated by the 
Nelson Brothers Bond and Mortgage 
Corp., and WPCC, 500-watter, Chi- 
cago, operated by the North Shore 
Church, both operating on 560 kc., 
will go off the air June 1, turning 





gressional hearing rooms the Dattle 
ground. 

Upholding of the Davis Amend- 
ment and the FRC quota plan 
jeopardizes every station in an 
over-quota state regardless of pro- 
gram merit, service or financial 
responsibility. It also leaves no 
appeal from FRC rulings based on 
the quota policy. Only alternative 
to a wholesale shifting of power 
resulting in a disastrous effect on 
the present radio set-up, is a change 
in the radio law. 

Decision, which reversed all pre- 
vious rulings of the Court’ of Ap- 
peals on which the FRC and in- 
dustry have been taking their cues, 
came as a distinct shock. Attitude 
of the industry, as sensed the past 
few days by the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, is that modi- 
fication of the existing law is im- 
perative for salvation of the pres- 
ent radio set-up in general. 

Cold Blooded 


Lower court decision have leaned 
toward a ‘humanitarian’ interpreta- 
tion of the law, pointing out that 
the ideal apportionment was not to 


be attained by indiscriminate and quota on facilities of radio broad- 
arbitrary deleting of stations with- casting, Federal Radio Commission 
ASut regard to investrs:nts therein./44, turned down the request of 
Supreme Court ruling, however, is|q j Wilkinson for a new station. 


a cold-blooded affirmation of the en- 
forcement quota system regardless 
of existing order. 

Possiblity of any immediate gen- 


eral steps on its own initiative. by Symphony Orchestra 


FRC to enforce the quota plan is 
discounted by FRC officials. Under- 
standing is that a widespread re- 
allocation drive, if it is understaken; 
will await the result of the North 
American Radio Conference in Mex- 
ico City this summer. Expected re- 
apportionment of channels between 
the U. S., Canada and Mexico, or the 
possible widening of the broadcast 
band, would have a definite effect on 
methods of any such action. 

The new decision will have direct 
effect, however, on cases now pend- 
ing before the FRC as well as a 
flood of new applications which the 
FRC anticipates from stations in 
under-quota states. 

Question of quotas will probably be 
the main issue in most cases. One 
official here expressed the angle that 
from now on an applicant for fa- 
cilities will buck up against not only 
the specific station he seeks, but a 
united front made up of all stations 
in the over-quota state. This of- 
ficial points out that defendant will 
drag in other stations on the ground 
that if it is a matter of quota they 
should suffer as much as he. 

Only restriction placed on the 
FRC in reallocation is that it shall 
not act ‘arbitrarily or capriciousty’ 
in making a redistribution, but only 
‘in a reasonable manner to attain a 
legitimate end.’ The legitimate end 
means a complete wrecking of the 
present allocation. 

Supreme Court’s Ruling 

The case, the first radio row to 
come before the Supreme Court, 
furthermore sets up the following 
principles: 

(1) Stations have no _ property 
rights in the channel assignments. 
(2) Congress has supreme power to 
regulate radio as interstate com- 
merce. (3) The quota system is 
valid and in compliance with the 
law. (4) The District of Columbia 
court of appeals is not a ‘super- 
Radio Commission’ and may deal 
only in questions of law. (5) Fair 
distribution of power does not mean 
% mathematical distribution, but 
rather an apportionment of facilities 
which will equally serve all persons. 
(6) The Commission is not bound to 





“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 





his brother, Leslie, 


government radio officials reached 
a climax when the Winnipeg sym- 


their facilities over to WJKS, 1,000- 
watter, Gary, Ind., Johnson-Kennedy 
Radio Corp., now using 1360 ke. 

The FRC was represented by So- 
licitor General Thomas D. Thacher 
and Duke M. Patrick, formerly gen- 
eral counsel for the FRC. Mabel 
Walker Willebrandt represented 
WIBO. Rep. James M. Beck, former 
Solicitor General, represented the 
Chicago stations. 

WIBO has asserted right along 
that WJKS, controlled by Ralph At- 
lass and a Columbia network outlet, 
had no interest in servicing the 
under-quotaed State of Indiana, but 
wanted to get -into Chicago to re- 


WGN a high premium for handling 
its programs. Columbia owns only 
one Chicago station, WBBM, al- 
though Atlass recently acquired 
operating control (not ownership) 
of WJJD. Atlass is taken to be a 
natural ally of Columbia because of 
being a king- 
pin in CBS. 





59% Overboard 
Mason City, Ia., May 15. 
Because Iowa is already 59% over 





WINNIPEG’S TURMOIL 


Cut Off in 
Midst of Broadcast 








Winnipeg, May 15. 
Winnipeg artists’ clash with local 


phony orchestra, being broadcast 
over a Canadian coast to coast 
chain, was unknowingly to them 
cut off while playing. Bernard 
Naylor, youthful conductor of the 
orchestra, went berserk on discov- 
ering this and clashed with John E, 
Lowry, radio head. 
Trouble arose over soloists, Nay- 
lor wanting a woman soloist and 
not the man Lowry _ selected. 
Lowry then plotted to cut off the 
symphony in middle of its program 
while the male singer broadcast 
from a separate studio with a rival: 
orchestra. This was done while 
Naylor’s orchestra played the 
second movement of the Schumann 
symphony to a dead mike. Press 
aired the story in headlines here 
and musical circles are in a furor. 
It all occurred last Tuesday 
night (9). 





Just Forgot 





Hollywood, May 15 

Announcer handling a disc 
program at KFWB, Warner 
Brothers station, offered two 
pairs of tickets each to War- 
ner’s Hollywood theatre for 
those writing in and naming 
the band that was playing a 
certain tune, 

He didn’t expect more than 
two to be right, but 50 letters 
came in and 40 persons named 
the correct band, 

It was okay, except that the 
announcer had forgotten to in- 
form the theatre of his stunt. 

















Actors Growl at 
Those Journalistic 
Guest Appearances 





Along with the benefit evil, 


which the stage stars concede at 
least finds some portion of the in- 


lieve Columbia from having to pay }COme going to a charity eventual- 


ly, a greater bane is the ‘guest’ 
gag for film shorts and radio pro- 
grams which the columnists usual- 
ly promote. This form of ‘journal- 
istic racketeering’ is being decried 
by theatrical well-knowns, for it 
places a coercive tenor on any 
and all such propositions. The 
stars resent the ‘or else’ innuendo 
of complying with requests to ‘hop 
over to the studio and just walk 
across the stage.’ Subject is apt to 
come up before the organiza- 
tion formed to protect the perform- 
ers on charity benefits. 

Behind this innocuousness, claim 
the stars, lies.a grave danger. For 
one thing, it usually happens that 
the billing submerges the locally 
unknown scrivener, especially the 
minute the short is booked away 
from Broadway, and the fundamen- 
tally well known stage or screen 
personalities are blown up to the 
marquees by exhibitors. 
a short thus becomes opposition 
to the star's own feature, or a per- 
sonal appearance, or some _ such 
thing. 

Another reason which the colum- 
nists who ‘request’ such co-opera- 
tion from the stars refuse to com- 
prehend is that such shorts are 
usually improperly lighted, and it 
presents the stars at too great a 
disadvantage, What's more, claim 
the theatrical satellites, these 
guest-star appearances have killed 
the players’ own business. It nul- 
lifies being booked on his or her 
own for a short. 

The gag that a guest-star thing 
on the air means an opportunity 
for an audition is likewise depre- 
cated, for basically the columnist 
is cashing in on some other pro- 
fessionals’ talents. Show people 
are strongly inclining to the adage 
that journalists should stick to 
their typewriters. 








Bootlegging the Ether 





4 


Los Angeles, May 15. 


Group here is planning the erec- 
tion of a radio station on a barge 
outside the 12-mile limit to avoid 
jurisdiction of the Federal Radio 
Commission. ; 

Th.se working on the deal are 
lsaid to have the barge all ready 
and are attempting to raise addi- 
tional funds, offering 10% and a 
split to get the rest of their equip- 
ment. 

According to the promoters they 
have a radio license from one. of 
the Central American countries 
for a 10,000 watt station with the 
Cc. A. nation in on the deal for co- 
operation outlet to plug the coun- 
tr: as a tourist mecca. Remainder 
of the commercial staff will prob- 
ably be advertising of merchandise 
anc rackets now prohibited by the 
Federal Radio Commission. 

Understood that local represent- 


atives of the FRC aware of the 
plans for the ocean station but are 
waiting developments before at- 











Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 





Coast Interests Plan a Station Out Beyond 
12-Mile Limit 





a 


KDKA GOES UNION 


Will Use Local’s Men After Holding 
Out for Vears 








Pittsburgh, May 15. 

For years the musicians’ local 
here has been after radio stations 
to throw out all talent except union 
men. Until last week all five sta- 
tions held out. 

Last Saturday KDKA’s manager, 
Oliver Morton, catled in the local 
radio scribes, dined them and 
solmenly broke the news that effec- 
tive today (Monday) none but union 
musicians would be _ hired. One 
exception — ukelele players — who 
aren’t classified as musicians, he 
said, 

Of the town's five stations one 
other, WCAB, leans heavily to 
union men although not exclu- 
sively. WJAS and KQV, both un- 
der the same management, hate 
the word. The remaining 
WWSW, geets along with 


station 


unpaid 





‘tempting action 


non-union artists 


Too often, 


Air Line News ~ 


By Nellie Revell 





On radio, views may be broad, but not comedy. John Royal belieyveg 
that censorship, like charity, should begin at home, but not end thera 
While eliminating the smoking car stories from the sponsored program 
Royal is also expurgating sustaining programs, as evidenced by the pers 
den termination of Ann Butler's contract last week. Miss Butler's ma- 
terial, however, was the same that she had been using in vaudeville and 
musical comedy. She has already been signed by a sponsor to £0 on 
CBS in September. 





Waistline Standard 


The range of a waistline as well as a voice seems to be the standard 
which makes Columbia the happy banting ground for the ladies whose 
chins have found them out. Kate Smith, Aunt Jemima, Vaughn de Leath 
and now Mildred Bailey has been added to those who could stand a 
little road work. 





Horlick’s Record 


Harry Horlick holds the record for being on the air the longest for one 
product. Next week he celebrates his 10th anniversary for the A.&P 
Gypsies. Horlick will broadcast from the A.&P. exhibit at the Worfi's 
Fair in addition to his regular Monday night broadcasts 





A Few Complaints 
Was my face red? That paragraph about Lew White being top organ. 
ist at NBC has been disputed by most everybody but White. In fact, 
Dick Leibert is almost sure that it is himself. : 
Leibert now has five programs weekly over NBC, as well as several 
stand-bys and his Radio City job. 





His Reason 
Hugo Mariana’s reason for leaving NBC is merely that he wanted to 
freiance and be on his own for a while. After a vacation in Buenog 
Aires, he will return to New York and go on a sponsored program 





The Wynn Mystery 
No one in the Ed Wynn organization seems to know anything definite 
about the new chain, except that the executives are working gratis. Irv- 
ing Z. Graysen will be assistant director of Artists Service program 
department. He was formerly connected with WTIC, Hartford. Peter 
Dixon also has joined the Ed Wynn set-up. He has a desk, a secretary, 
and his name on the door, but no official duties as yet. 





Downey for London 
Mort Downey returns from his vaude tour of the west the end of this 
month. Then he leaves for London, opening there at the Cafe de Paris 
on June 7 





Another Fan Mag 
A new radio magazine is coming out which will be called ‘Radio Fan 
Fare’. It will be published by the same people who handle ‘Radio Art’ 
and who formerly published ‘Radio Digest’, 





Behind the Clock 
The Three Roberts, on sustaining at NBC, have a rep for being ‘the 
latest act’. They were a week and four days late for their audition at 
NBC, and over a half hour late for their rehearsal for the Fleischmann 
show. 
——— 


High Chairs Needed 
High chairs will be in order if they don’t watch out. Armida, new 
South American wren on Columbia, is a contender with Ann Leaf and 
Jeannie Lang for petite honors. She weighs 90 pounds and stands 4.11 
in her 1-B slippers. 





Missed a Story 
A bulletin announces Lee Sims, the pianist, had his hand mangled 
trying to stop a dog fight. The battlers were Ilomay Bailey's peke and 
a neighbor's chow. Now, if Sims had only had presence df mind to bite 
both dogs, what a story that would have made. 





WPG-Daily Feud 
WPG, Atlantic City, a CBS outlet, and the Atlantic City ‘Press-Union’ 
are feuding. Besides the rivalry for advertising, the paper being the 
only one at the shore, WPG has given time on the air to Senator 
Richards. The latter condemned the prejudiced way in which the dauy 
reported happenings in the State Legislature. 





Short Shots 

[t's a boy for Roger Bower, WOR announcer. Mrs. Bower was formerly 
Hazel Arnheim, secretary to Alfred McCosker...Connie Mack will be on 
Edwin C. Hill’s program this Friday...Buddy Abbott, who hails from 
burlesyue, was straight man for Bert Lahr last Sunday, taking 
Ted Bergman's place.,.George Shackley, WOR’s music master, raises 
orchids at West Milford, N. J....Ernie Chappel, formerly booking man- 
ager at NBC, is now announcing the two Richfield programs 
Marion Harris has completed her engagement with BBC and night 
clubs in London, and will be here the end of the month...Ralph Kir- 
bery’s recitals on NBC at midnight will continue through the summer... 
Ethel Park Richardson, WOR scripter, is an authority on hillbilly songs 
and spirituals...The Three X Sisters will summer at Laurelton, L. L. 
Frances Langford has rented a cottage in Fort Lee to be near the 
Riviera, where she will appear nightly all summer...Frank LaMarr, 
newest Columbia maestro, will open at the new Delmonico’s Thursday 
night...Jane Froman took up flying a few months ago and can qualify 
as a pilot after 22 more hours in the air,..Singin’ Sam will spend the 
summer at his Richmond (Ind.) home. His once-weekly broadcasts 
will emanate from WKRC, Cincinnati...Felix Ferdinando’s orchestra 
will play the governor's ball in Albany May 27...Willt Donaldson is writ- 
ing dialog for Frank Luther, Jack Parker and Phil Dewey...Frank Black 
starts that new NBC concert program with Gladys Swarthout this Thurs- 
day...Tenor Bill O’Neal sets a new high for studio commuters, flying 
to Havana Friday for week-end swims and returning to New York on 
Tuesday...Phil Regan's sustaining over CBS has been extended for the 
summer, 





Please Stand By 

Philip Morris iet Ranny Weeks out and held auditions for every blues 
singer in town last week...Emily Nathan has left the WOR press de- 
partment. Going abroad for the summer...Lennie Hayton almost lost 
the Chesterfield program by neglecting to answer telegrams sent him t? 
the Coast...Lewis Reid, program director of WOR, has returned from 
a three weeks’ vacation...Janet Beecher will make her debut on NBC 
in a dramatic series next Sunday...Bob Taplinger’s ‘Meet the Artist 
program will mark its second year Decoration Day A program by 
Rudy Vallee from the Hotel Pennsylvania Roof will replace the Mart 
Brothers when they go off the latter part of this month...Gertrude Nicsen 
is a CBS build-up artist, but her only commercial has been on an NBC 
Woodbury program...Joe Moss and his Glider orchestra, and Ralph 


Kirbery, signed off their present commercial May 21. Kirbery will remain 
contest to 





on NBC sustaining...A national magazine wanted to run 43 

wt y 
determine to what use Bert Lahr’s face could be put, such as scarins 
‘Dracula, turning milk sour for a cheese factory, etc sert declined 
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Washington, May 15. 
Formal discussion of radio failed 
to break into the open sessions of 
the annual convention of the 


‘American Association of Advertis- 


ing Agencies held last week (11- 
here. 
Air policies were taken up at 
length in executive board meet- 
ings but elaborate program. of 
speeches made no mention of radio. 


Executive board adopted the 11- 
point platform endorsing policies 
which have been under discussion 
between the Four A’s National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters for some 
Program, drawn up by a 
radio committee headed by Charles 
G. Gannon, of the Erwin Wasey 
agency, included the following: 


1—Develop an independent bu- 


.Yreau, supported by stations, ad- 
vertisers and agencies, to study 
radio coverage through _ signal 


strength measurements, and pop- 
ularity and listening habits through 
field surveys. 

2—In advance of signal strength 
measurements, to continue the in- 
terchange of agency experience 
with local station coverage 
throughout the country. 


3—Issue and promote, with the 


co-operation of the NAB, the 
standard order’ blank for. spot 
broadcasting, for use between 
agencies and individual stations in 
placing spot broadcasting con- 
tracts. 


4—Promote publication of all 
rates of stations in combination, 

5—Promote payments by radio 
stations of standard 15% agency 
commission and 2% cash discount 
on station time. 

6—Encourage formation of agency 


‘recognition standards by the NAB 


and practical application of them. 

7—Encourage the listing of com- 
plete information about radio sta- 
tions in Standard Rate and Data 
Service. 

8—Encourage the use of stand- 
ard rate cards for radio by sta- 
tions. 

9—Protect agencies’ and adver- 
tisers’ interests in case of license 
fees or other charges which tend 
to increase costs and which might 
make the medium less productive. 

10—Study and make available 
agency operating data and com- 
pensation in handling of radio. 

11—Favor the development of 
station agency representatives. 

Convention was distinctly opti- 
mistic over the advertising outlook 
and the board adopted the following 
resolution in connection with the 
pending ‘truth in advertising’ leg- 


‘islation now pending: 


‘The American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies is in sympathy 
with the purpose of the government 
to diseourage and prevent false or 
unfair advertising, and will be glad 
to co-operate with any constructive 
legislation that does not hamper le- 
gitimate advertising and a reason- 
persuative appeal to the 


Wynn Again 
Most startling event of conven- 
tion was the arrival of a local press 
release sent out by Ed Wynn from 


‘New York under Washington date 


line. Story, for three pages, de- 
scribed ‘revolutionary policy in ra- 
dio laid before the meeting by the 
Wynn group. Wynn had been in- 
vited to speak, but begged off and 
representatives of 
Amalgamated Broadcasting System 
were in town the convention didn’t 
know it. The Wynn release stated 
that his policies were ‘supported by 
AAAA members’, 

Meeting was the first in several 
years at which entertainment was 
not managed by either NBC or Co- 
lumbia. John Charles Thomas head- 
lined at the banquet Thursday night 
with NBC contributing the Revelers 
and Countess Olga Albani. In past 
years the entertainment has run 
two to three hours with air names 
herded in like sheep. 


No Open Discussion of Radio at 4-A 
Meeting, but Adopt 11-Point Program 


> 





Lake, 
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Greedy 





San Francisco, May 15. 

A Glendale widow wrote to 
NBC, seeking a good-looking 
husband with a job, and offer- 
ing a radio, cedar chest and 
gas range as come-ons. 

John Wolfe of John and Ned 
wrote the matrimonially in- 
clined gal, but is holding out 
for a frigidaire, 


Critic and Station 
Mgr. Duel Via Ink 
And Over the Air 


Cleveland, May 15. 

A long, smouldering feud be- 
tween George Melrose, manager of 
WIJAY, and Norman Siegel, radio 
crick for the ‘Cleveland Press,’ 
erupted in a mud-slinging contro- 
versy after Siegel via his column, 
gave Melrose a slashing for stag- 
ing an_ allegedly framed ‘new 
talent’ contest. 

Unique angle of fight was pro- 
vided by the burnt-up station man- 
ager who stepped to the mike to 
give his opponent a verbal roasting 
for three days during noon and 
dinner programs. 

After the first day the news- 
print-air debate became something 
like a back-yard squabble. 

Columnist first stepped on the 
station’s toes by claiming that 
Orth Bell, picked as winner of its 
audition contest, had actually been 
broadcasting over WJAY for near- 
ly a year. He also blistered of- 
ficials for allegedly hoaxing some 
500 applicants during the three 
months’ contest. . Retaliating over 
the air, Melrose replied that the 
crick’s charges were inaccurate and 
based on petty prejudices. 

It was all much ado about noth- 
ing, but it gave the town some 
gossip for a week. 


Wheatena’s 30 Wks. 


Wheatena Corp., drings back to 
NBC Sept. 24 the Ray night script 
series for juve listeners. Contract 
given the network stipulates five 
programs a week for 30 weeks with 
12 stations on the red (WEAF) 
link. 

Series will start a similar run on 
NBC’s Pacific web Sept. 25. 


Mimicking Kids Keep 
Roscoe Ates Off Air 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

As a result of protests by school 
authorities and educators, Roscoe 
Ates was halted from appearing as 
scheduled on an American Legion 
program over KFAC May 8. 

Announcement that the film player 
was to be on the air was followed 
by a barrage of letters to the station 
asking that he not be allowed to go 
on as his stuttering would be detri- 
mental to children. A few months 
ago a similar protest was made to 
all stations when they had stutter- 
ing comics on their vaude programs. 
Educators claim that after a stutterer 
is on the air, every kid that hears 
him becomes a mimic. 


$5,000 for L. D. 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Fox studio is figuring on a half- 
hour short-wave broadcast on May 





























25 to Rio de Janeiro for the open- 
ing there of ‘Last Man on Earth,’ | 
Fox Spanisher. | 

If it goes through, it will cost 


the studio about $5,000. 


Ranch Boys Member Dies 
Hollywood, May 15. 


NEWS SAVANTS UP IN POLL 





ALT IEANEI AS ARE \Canadian Advertisers Prepare to 


TILL d COMICS 


Country Turns to Aerial 
Commentators as Legisla- 
tive Interpreters—Cantor, 
Pearl, Wynn Remain Top 
for Popularity — South 
Souring on Comedy 





ALWAYS SAME NAMES 





If there’s any section of the coun- 
try where the appeal of aerial 
comedy is beginning to wither it’s 
the south. Although the southern 
areas covered in ‘Variety’s’ spring 
poll of radio popularity string along 
with the rest of the country on the 
selection of the three prime favor- 
ites, each a comic, a marked shift 
is noted in the way the southern 
votes read for the remaining gag 
vendors. Current leaning of the 
cotton belt is pronouncedly toward 
the elaborate musical production 
and news commentaries. But out- 
side of these precincts comedy 
seems more deeply entrenched on 
the airlanes than ever. 


‘Variety’s’ latest survey is again 
compiled by means of its corre- 
spondents in all parts of the coun- 
try. Not only does the current 
analysis show the three leaders of 





12 National Favorites 





1. Eddie Cantor—(Chase & 
Sanborn Coffee). 

2. Jack Pearl—(Baron Munc- 
hausen—Lucky Strike). 

3. Ed Wynn—(Texaco Fire 
Chief). 

4. Rudy Vallee Varieties— 
(Fleischmann Yeast). 

5. Burns & Allen—Lombardo 
Orch.—(Robert Burns Cigar). 


6. Amos ’n’ Andy—(Pepso- 
dent). 

7. Myrt and Marge--(Wrig- 
ley’s Gum). 


8 Maxwell House Showboat 
—(Maxwell House Coffee). 

9. Ben Bernie—(Blue Ribbon 
Malt). 

10. Stoopnagle and Budd— 
(Pontiac). 

11. Jack Benny—(Chevrolet). 

12. Kate Smith—(La Palina 
Cigar). 











last fall still sharing the top spots, 
but now includes among the first 
12 such past favorites as Burns and 
Allen, Jack Benny and Stoopnagle 
and Budd. Also indicated is a 
steady upward movement toward 
the leaders by such newcomers as 
Phil Baker and Fanny Brice. 
Notably conspicuous .in the run- 
ner-up group are the news com- 
mentators. The popularity of Ed 
Hill and Boake Carter especially 
reflects the position they now hold 
in the average listener’s intellec- 
tual needs. The rapid series of 
drastic legislative moves made by 
the President in recent weeks has 
proved too bewildering and involved 
for the majority of citizens to di- 
gest through the papers. Befuddled 
by such subjects as inflation, the 
average listener has turned to the 
radio interpreters of current events 
for enlightenment. Hence the rapid 


(Continued on page 41) 





Runners-Up 





Easy Aces. 
Edwin C. Hill. 
The Goldbergs. 
Cities Service (Jessica Drag- | 
onette). 

Marx Brothers. 
Sherlock Holmes. 
Vincent Lopez. 
Boswell Sisters. 
Boake Carter. 
Lowell Thomas. 

N. Y. Philharmonic. 
Fannie Brice. 


| 








Danny King, 27, a member of the 
Ranch 3oys, broadcasting over | 
KTM. Los Angeles, died May 13 | 
from a heart attack at Big Bear | 





Calif, 


| rairoad 





A Long Wait 





Theo Albin, warbler of 
‘Happy Days,’ which opens and 
fades out the Lucky Strike pe- 
riod, was dropped from the 
lineup before he got any at- 
tention from the radio column- 
ists. 

He had only been on the 
program for over 1,400 broad- 
casts. 


California Refuses 
To Put Thumbs Down 
On Air Medical Plugs 


Sacramento, Cal., May 15. 


A bill aimed to censor radio med- 
ical advertising was killed in com- 
mittee after opposition was regis- 
tered by broadcasters from San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 

Measure was introduced in the 
Assembly by Assemblyman J. J. 
Boyle, of Los Angeles, who sought 
to penalize broadcasters $1,000 and 
jail terms for etherizing untrue 
statements guaranteeing cures by 
proprietary mecicine. 

Radio opponents fought the bill 
on the grounds it was discrimina- 
tory and as a state law would tres- 
pass on the authority of the Federal 
Radio Commission. 

This is the second bill against ra- 
dio to be defeated in this state 
within a month. The other was for 
a state censorship of all advertising 
copy and the appointment of a vir- 
tual ezar over all air stations. 


Major White Broke 


James Andrew White, better 

known to the broadcasting business 
as Major Andrew White and as one 
of the original promoters of the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, filed 
in the U. S. Court last week a peti- 
tion in bankruptcy, giving his lia- 
bilities as $24,860 and no assets. 
White’s latest connection in radio 
was with his own American Broad- 
casting System, Inc., organized to 
make electrical transcriptions. In 
his petition White described his 
business as advertising, but stated 
he was unemployed. 
Top creditor is Benjamin O’Shea 
with a demand note for $10,000. 
White also listed $3,000 as due the 
American Broadcasting System ona 
loan, $6,000 as the balance on a loan 
from the Manufacturers Trust Co., 
and a total of $3,310 due two cos- 
tuming firms in connection with a 
legit venture two years ago by 
White. 























Misses Lewis, Claire and 
Butler Dropped by NBC 


Welcome Lewis, Bernice Claire 
and Ann Butler, NBC’s lone femme 
comic, were deprived last week of 
their schedule spots by John Roy- 
al, program department head. All 
three women were on a sustaining 


buildup and had _ been recom- 
mended by the network’s artists 
service. 

Miss Butler, with Chick Harri- 


son as straight man, had been on 
the web for over four months. Both 
Miss Lewis and Miss Claire had 
been on these wires about three 
months. 





Plugging Fair Minn. 


St. Paul, Minn., May 15. 
Critchfield agency is selling a se- 
ries of half-hour programs, one to 
a sponsor, idea being to boost Min- 
nesota as a vacation state. 

It looks like a sale of the series 
opener to a lumber company, with a 
slated to follow. Critch- 
field is trying for at least 15 pro- 
grams to run through the summer, 
probably two a week. Programs to | 
be 80-50 music and chatter. 





Do Battle on CRC 


Regulations 


Toronto, May 15. 

Smarting under what are deemed 
to be dictatorial regulations by the 
Canadian Radio Commission, na- 
tional advertisers here may meet the 
ether restrictions by claiming that 
these are in contravention to pro- 
vincial rights and do not fall under 
Dominion jurisdiction. 
Adding to the turmoil engendered 
by wave-length changes and power 
reductions demanded by the CRC, 
new regulations sound the death- 
knell of chain broadcasting in Can- 
ada in that no two or more private- 
ly owned stations may tie up for the 
purpose of broadcasting one program, 
Spot announcements are off the air 
from 7:30 to 11 p. m. and at other 
times these must be restricted to 
100 words and not more than three 
minutes delivery each hour. Adver- 
tising continuity is cut to 5% of 
program time. Most drastic of all 
is the established priority for CRC 
programs, which means that if 
Canadian stations have arranged 
for NBC or CBS broadcasts these 
are silenced for CRC programs of 
self-styled national interest. 


Who Controls? 


Champion for the dissenters in ad 
agency circles is Mr. Justice Sedge; 
wick, King’s Counsel and solicitdr 
for the Attorney-General’s depart- 
ment in Ontario. He believes that, 
as in the case of motion pictures, 
radio programs circulate through- 
out the Dominion, but it has never 
been contended that the Dominion, 
for this reason, should set up a na- 
tional board of motion picture cen- 
sorship. 

Sedgewick maintains that: ‘In all 
the storm of controversy and flood 
of protest, it has been generally 
conceded that the commission is 
acting within its legal rights but 
the question of who controls radio 
broadcasting is by no means settled; 
and it may well be that many of 
the activities of the commission are 
beyond its power.’ 

The supposition questions the 
right of the government to regulate 
and control radio communication. 
In the opinion of Justice Sedgewick, 
the proportion of time that is to be 
devoted to national and local pro- 
grams respectively, and the pro- 
portion of advertising determined 
by the CRC, promotes interference 
in that the government has not 
complete control over those phases 
of broadcasting that affect the pro- 
vinces in which the stations are lo- 
cated. 


A Bouncing Check 
Ruins Cleveland’s 


Dream of An Angel 


Cleveland, May 15. 

James Jeck, so-called rep of a 
New York cosmetic manufacturer, 
got all local station managers and 
band leaders hopped up about his 
plans to sponsor four major pro- 
grams for his product. That is un- 
til a bouncing check exposed him 
as just another phoney. 

WTAM bit the hardest, signing 
with Jeck to sponsor two of Em- 
erson Gill’s programs and 14 Lum 
and Abner broadcasts. At WJAY 
Jeck contracted for $4,350 worth of 
programs and WHK lined up a Chi- 











cago singer for him. But when 
Jeck touched a wary musician to 
cash a $200 check that had no 
home everything blew up. 

After pleading guilty to suspi- 
cious character charges, Jeck took 


a rap for $25 fine and has 30 days 
in the workhouse to figure out 
what to do with $10,000 worth of 


broadcasts. 


contracted 


POND’S RENEWS 





Pond's cold cream has renewed 
on NBC for another 13 weeks, ef- 
fective May 25. Victor Young 
makes his baton debut on the pro- 
gram on this date. 

Session will include a cross-fire 
interlude between Ilka Chase and 

}Hugh O'Connell, both from legit. 
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inside Stuff—Radio 


Flurry of excitement stirred up by N. Y. radio columnists last week 


as propaganda against crime stories has subsided. No program of the 
type will be altered and commercials concerned are looking for an in- 
crease in listening percentages as a result of the publicity. 


Drive against the ether shockers reached its height when the agitating 
columnists fell for the suggeston that Eno Salt’s Crime Club stanzas of 
Feb. 21-22 contained a story parallel to the McMath kidnaping. Inference 
conveyed in print following this discovery was that the McMath kidnap- 
ers had derived their inspiration from the radio tale. When it came to 
checking up on the scripts it was found that outside of the fact that the 
story was set in a school the circumstances were in no way alike. 

Attention given the alleged parallels by the columnists had both the 
agency on the account, N. W. Ayer & Sons, and NBC worried. Harold 
’. Ritchie & Co., maker of Eno Salts, expressed itself as disturbed and 
indicated its readiness to pull the series from the air if the effect of the 
stories was as bad as the columns pictured. Concern was soon allayed 
and the program remains on the network. 

Couple of the columnists called upon the chains’ execs to put a ban on 
crime stories with kidnapping themes while another through the city 
desk brought the alleged parallel to the attention of Police Commissioner 
Bolan with the result that the latter issued a statement expressing his 
disapproval of the aerial crime shockers. 





Topical entertainers on the air, particularly those’ of the Broadway 
genera, are being constantly surprised at the hinterland’s lack of ele- 
mentary knowledge of certain familiar situations. The advertising agen- 
cies are the safety valve in such situations, oftimes shocking a flip come- 
dian with an interpretation as to why such and such gag might be readily 
comprehensible in New York or Illinois, but would miss fire completely 
in Texas, while the state of Tennessee would take definite umbrage, 
because of some unsuspected kink. 

The topper was a sequence in one script concerning a janitor. The 
comedian can’t yet understand why Iowa doesn’t know what a janitor 
is, despite the agency’s painstaking explanations that the apartment 
house is an unknown quantity in the corn belt, where people dwell in 
one-story frame houses. Hence that sequence cf the script must be 
preluded by an elaborate explanation that in the larger cities there are 
five and six-story apartment houses, of which the caretaker is known as 
the janitor, or sometimes the superintendent, and that he usually dwells 
in the basement of the building, etc. 





Despite the decline of time grosses NBC has upped the rates of a couple 
stations on its red (WEAF) link. Revised prices, which went into effect 
last week, for WGY, Schenectady, and WTAM, Cleveland, now ask $300 
an hour for WTAM and $220 for WGY. It’s a $50 increase in Cleveland 
and $30 for Schenectady. Both stations operate on 50,000 watts. 

Cost of the entire red network stands as formerly. This is due to the 
Des Moines and Davenport quotations having been merged into a single 
Zi90 since both WHO-WOC, covering these two spots, now operate over 
the same transmitter. Previously the rate card charged $190 for each of 
these stations. 

NBC has also jumped the total cost of its blue (WJZ) network from 
$4,090 to $4,620 an hour by adding to the last WMAL, Washington, and 
WSYR, Syracuse. Total number of outlets on this string now stands at 
17. . 





Attempt by a spot time broker to interest brewing interests in an 
around the world flight, tied in with a broadcasting stunt, has failed. 
It was the time jobber’s idea to put on an air campaign soliciting money 





THANKS 


EDDIE CANTOR 


for saying in ‘Variety’ 
“I want to publicly acknowledge the 
tremendous contribution made to my 
radio program by my friend and 
collaborator, 


DAVID FREEDMAN 


To my mind he is the outstanding 
writer of the radio world.” 


(Signed) EDDIE CANTOR 








A tribute from a star like you, Eddie, 
makes me feel very proud, and I 
realize that the reason that the Chase 
and Sanborn Hour established. an 
all-time record for the air was due to 
the happy combination of artist and 
material. 

I’ve started on a new program for 
your return to the air, and the open- 
ing will be: 

Wallington: Why, Eddie, what’s the 


idea of coming in dressed as a 
“Roman Candle”? 





Bon Voyage! 


DAVID FREEDMAN 


BEST WISHES 





for the aviation stunt. Listeners would be asked to contribute a dollar 
each in return for which they would be mailed a letter from each country 
in which the flyers landed. 

Time broker was to shoulder the cost of station facilities in certain 
midwest spots outlined and for his promotion retain from the collections 
everything above the money required to buy the plane. The brewery 
would have been expected to assume the rest of the venture’s expense. 





Los Angeles ‘Times’ is combatting the recent ruling of the Associated 
Press in relation to limiting a member's service to air stations, Paper 
changed its mind about dropping two of its news periods over KHJ to 
conform to the A.P. edict and is going on the air, as before, with four 
reports daily. 

Paper also is not confining all of its bulletins to the 30 words demanded 
by the news service. Same reports are also being piped to KDB, Santa 
Barbara, and KGB, San Diego, although intention previously was to drop 
them in view of the A.P. stand against chain dissemination. The two 
stations are tied with KHJ on the Don Lee circuit. 





Standard Brands has become adverse to booking network sustaining 
acts into the Fleischmann variety period. Commercial had the Three Rob- 
erts Brothers set last Thursday (1.), when it learned that the act was 
due to start its NBC buildup three days before. 

Agency on the account, J. Walter Thompson, threatened to cancel if 
Fleischmann wasn't given the first crack, so the network put the. trio’s 
sustaining opening date back a week. 





As a checkup, in the event of any complications, Gulf Oil is having 
both the Will Rogers and the Will Cobb broadcasts recorded off the air. 
Rogers and Cobb are the only comics on the networks working without 
a script in front of them. 

In the previous Sunday (7) night's program Rogers ran out of palaver 
some minutes before his allotted time was up, and, admitting this, filled 
the void with what he called just plain stalling. As a result the account 
was in a quandry on whether to cut down on Rogers’ time or to suggest 
that he forearm himself with a monolog ‘filler’. 





Eddie Cantor is writing a series of 12 ads for Lennen & Mitchell, on 
behalf of Old Gold. Cantor created the slogan, ‘Don't go off the Old 
Gold standard,’ for the L&M agency, and will write these ads strictly 
for printer’s ink purposes, -as his radio stuff is committed to Chase & 
Sanborn coffee. Cantor only recently became a smoker. 

Despite the legality of beer Cantor states he turned down $25,000 for 
a beer testimonial, although he just okayed a $2,500 advance for endors- 
ing an Eddie Cantor cigar. He also collects on a Cantor candy bar. 





Contract held by Louis Joseph Vance for his ‘The Case of Jane Doe' 
serial, pulled by Chase & Sanborn coffee after the second episode, was 
for 19 weeks, Difference is being adjusted with the author. Explanation 
given for the cancellation was that the firm had decided the crime story 
had no place on a Sunday night show of the C&S type. 

Bert Lahr’s contract on the same series guarantees him three weeks 
and is renewable in terms of three programs each., Ilomay Bailey and 
Lee Sims are on a week-to-week basis. 





Price battle Is now on among small New York indie recorders special- 
izing in broadcast pickups for the performer's personal album. Latest 
angle to intensify the competish is the entry of Meyer Davis, orchestra 
leader, in the field with a celluloid stenciling for which he's charging 
$6.50 per quarter-hour program, 

Just prior to Davis’ entry the boys who do their broadcast imprinting 
on aluminum had an underbidding fest of their own, slashing the mini- 
mum charge from $15 to $10. 





Upset by some off the material that had got by on the Fannie Brice- 
Chase & Sanborn tea session John U. Reber, J. Walter Thompson's radio 
head, last week took his producing and writing staff to task. In his 
reproach Reber remarked that better care should be exercised in the use 
of gags and suggested that it was possible that the session might some 
night come before a President Roosevelt air appearance and the reaction 
from this huge audience won't do the commercial any good. 





What may be a new low in commercial program salaries around New 
York for dramatic players prevails at WMCA, indie outlet. It’s the Sun- 
day ‘News Parade’ show for Hennafoam, stipends ranging between $5 
‘and $10. Even at that the commercial is complaining that the cost of 
production is too high. 

Same account has each of the broadcasts recorded on wax and is sell- 
ing the copies as sustaining programs to 26 other stations. 





Crosley’s comprehensive report for the 1932 period won't be out for 
another month. Delay is due to the development of new broadcasting 
angles to be charted and inserted. 

Annual analysis covers the period running through January, 1933. 
Outfit’s monthly survey of program popularity is being released, however, 
at the regular time. 





Pacific NBC has made a swap deal with ‘Radio Digest’ and ‘Radio Art’ 
for a time-publicity exchange on which the publications supply the talent 
and extend publicity to KGO, KPO and KYA in return for three 15-minute 
periods weekly on KYA, 

Magazines’ talent will be ‘The Ne’er-do-well’, from KROW, who works 
in the Charlie Hamp manner. 





Uncertainty among accounts as to whether they'll continue through 
the spring and summer has taken NBC’s printing of tickets for the Times 
Square studio broadcasts off the month in advance basis. 

NBC, which foots all ticket bills, is now giving the printer orders from 
week to week for all audience excepting for the Standard Brands group. 





Outside of its own inside writers the J. Walter Thompson agency has 
three material confectors supplying Bert Lahr with gags for the Chase 
& Sanborn coffee session. 

Freelancers now on the job are Buddy Pierson, Park Levy and Harry 
Tugand. 





Adds 5 Remotes 


Hollywood, May 15. 


KMBC Objections 


Washington, May 15. 


KFWB, WB station, is adding five 
remote orchestras and will extend 
its nightly closing hour from 11 to 
12:30. Station will do one of those 
‘around the night clubs, with the 
bands alternating on 15-minute ses- 
sions. 

Orchestras are Lou Traveller’s 
from the Casino Gardens, Ocean 
Park; Carol Lofner, Grand Hotel, 
Santa Monica; Jay Whidden, Miri- 
mar hotel, Santa Monica; Jimmy 
Greer, Rainbow Gardens, and Slim 
Martin, Edgemont club. 


KELLOGG SERIAL QUITTING 

‘Buck Rogers’ serial, bankrolled 
for the kids by Kellogge’s, washes 
up on CBS June 15. 











Possibility of the program return- 








ing to the air around Oct. t. 





Recommendation that the peti- 
tion of the Midland Broadcasting 


Co. to move KMBC (1,000-watter), 
from Kansas City, Mo., across the 
line to Kansas City, Kan., was made 
to the Federal Radio Commission by 
Examiner Hyde last week. 

WIBW, Topeka; WLBF, Kansas 
City; KFH, Wichita, and WREN, 
Lawrence, objected on grounds that 
Kansas is already 9% over quota. 
Hyde held, however, that only the 
transmitter would be moved and law 
allocates station where main stu- 
dios are situated. 

Chief Examiner Yost also recom- 
mended granting of petition of Wil- 
liam A. Wynne for new 100-watter 
on 1420 ke. at Greenville, N. C. No 
station now at Greenville and peti- 
tion seeks only daytime operation. 





Union Staff Orch 
Demand, and Remote 
Threat, Hits Cleve. 


Cleveland, May 15. 

If Cleveland's three leading stas 
tions go through with plans to drop 
their regular staff orchestras, and 
hire them only on an hourly basig 
fc> necessary programs, Union 
leaders threaten to retaliate by for. 
biding all unionized dance bands én 
local cafes to broadcast by remote 
control. Situation is similar to the 
recent squabble in Los Angeles. 

Stations here claim they haven't 
enough profitable commercials to 
pay for large house orchestras now, 
WTAM dropped Walter Logan's 
band last week. WGAR is set to 
do the same to its band today (Mon. 
day) and WHK’s notice to musi-« 
cians is effective May 20. 

Otto Kopl, head of the musicians’ 
local, is demanding that the sta- 
tions keep a regular orchestra of 
five members or agree to a definite 
nuraber of hours work a week for 
all musicians at the old wage scale. 
Threat to stop all remotes would 
hit a half dozen cabarets, most of 
which only have to pay small line 
charges. Chief orchestras in down- 
town spots that would have to com. 
ply are Emerson Gill at Lotus Gare 
den. Merle Jacobs at Hollenden ho- 
tel, George Williams at New China, 
and Red Nichols at Golden Pheas- 
ant. 

If the union ban deprives them of 
the air ballyhoo, most of the lead- 
ers feel that it will pay them bet- 
ter to go on the road for the sum. 
mer. Both Gill and Williams are 
set to leave around June 1 if the 
union and stations fail to come to 
an agreement. 


First Autumn Grab 


First new account tieing up with 
NBC on a fall starting date is Lio- 
nel Corp., makers of electric trains, 
Contract calls for two 15-minute 
spots a week over 60 stations. 

It will be a kid dramatic show, 
making its Sunday debut Nov. 6 
and starting the Wednesday series 
Nov. 15. 














COAST SERIAL X-COUNTRIES 


‘One Man’s Family’ First Episode 
Program Brought East 








San Francisco, May 15. 

‘One Man’s Family,’ generally con- 
ceded to be the most popular serial 
program on the Coast, goes trans- 
continental this Wednesday night 
(17) on NBC (WEAF) when the 
Carlton E. Morse domestic yarn be- 
gins two broadcasts a night, one na- 
tional, the other fér Pacific listen- 
ers. 

Eastern sets will get the serial 
from its opening episodes as begun 
out here in April, 1932. Westerners 
will have no change in their sched- 
ule. It is the first dramatic pro- 
gram to be aired from the Coast on 
a cross-country hookup. 

Cast remains the same and Radio 
Pictures has had the script on 
‘Family’ for some time in contem- 
plation of possible filming, but no 
definite move to date. 


2 Coast Shakeups 


San Francisco, May 16. 

W.A. ‘Art’ Miller is out as man- 
ager of KROW, Oakland, in a gen- 
eral shakeup of that station's staff 
and execs. No’ successor reported 
for Miller. KROW is operated by 
an Oakland bible society, reputedly 
with plenty of what it takes to 
maintain a station. 

Arother shakeup at KTAB has 
Glenhall Taylor shifting from pro- 
duction manager to the commercial 
department and Merle Matthews 
succeeding the former as produc- 
tion chief. Miss Matthews was last 
with KFRC in the same job. Tay- 
lr will have several programs of 
his own, to sell and build 48 he 
likes. 





CHI SYMPHONY 
Chicago, May 15. 

Negotiations are in progress bo- 
tween NBC and the Chicago Sym< 
phony orchestra. Idea is to broad 
cast on a national hook-up the sum< 
mer series of concerts to be giver 
in the Auditorium theatre under the 
Friends of Music auspices, This r 
places a similar plan to broadcast 
from the Polish pavilion tn th® 
World's Fair. 

Symphony generally disbands ovet 
the summer and has not been Of 
the air in three years. 














oe ae i ee ate ee 





an an a a a a a a a” a ae aT 


SBrmaeewvoeteuan ie 


ae 





far 
Noy 


Fre 
nat 
ter 
to 
Of 
Ing 


by 





ve, 


tas 
rop 
and 


ion 
or. 
} in 
ote 
the 


n't 

to 
ow, 
n's 

to 
Me 
Si« 


ite 


—of 
ad- 
ete 


are 
the 


ith 
O- 
ins, 
ute 


ow, 


ries 


ES 


ode 


on- 
rial 
ns- 
ght 
the 
be- 


ene 








Tuesday, May 16, 1933 


RADIO 


VARIETY 41 











-_- 


Radio Name Poll 





(Continued from page 39) 


rise in popularity of this coterie. 
Of pertinent note is that in the re- 
turns from ‘Variety's’ corres;ond- 
ents, little mention is made of Hill's 
connection with the Socony ‘Inside 
Stories’ session. It is his work asa 
dissector of national and interna- 
tional events which holds national 
attention for him. 

The current poll was mostly con- 
ducted during the week prior to the 


East 








Eddie Cantor. 

Ed Wynn. 

Jack Pearl. 

Rudy Vallee Varieties. 
Burns and Allen. 
Amos 'n’ Andy. 

Myrt and Marge. 
Maxwell House Showboat. 
Ben Bernie. 
Stoopnagle and Budd. 
Jack Benny. 

Marx Brothers. 











withdrawal for the summer of Ed- 
die Cantor and the Myrt and Marge 
stanzas, Summary has _ Cantor 
winding up on the air for the sea- 
son in the lead by a wide margin 
over Jack Pearl and the latter an 
easy fave over Wynn in third place. 
Source of Wynn’s main strength, 
the poll shows, is now in the south 
and the east. In ‘Variety’s’ Febru- 
ary checking Pearl topped Cantor 
as No. 1. 
‘Showboat’s’ Leap 

Comparison with the February 
popularity gleanings has Amos 'n’ 
Andy nudged down from fourth to 
sixth spotting, with the Rudy 
Vallee Varieties and Burns and Al- 
len-Lombardo combination filling 
the two intervening niches in that 
order. Interim has also brought the 
Maxwell House. Showboat out of the 
second dozen to lodge eighth in the 
first group. 

Return of Jack Benny under a 


South 





Ed Wynn. 

Eddie Cantor. 

Jack Pearl. 

Rudy Vallee. 
Maxwell House Showboat. 
Cities Service. 
Amos ’n’ Andy. 
Edwin C. Hill. 
Myrt and Marge. 
Boake Carter. 

Burns and Allen. 

N. Y. Philharmonic. 

















new commercial banner soon found 
him picking up his former stride, 
the present alignment giving him 
the same ranking he held in 
‘Variety’s’ December survey. At 
that time Benny’s alliance was with 
Canada Dry. Apparently not a 
little responsible for Stoopnagle 
and Budd’s return to cross-country 
prominence is the cast and musical 
ageregation with which Pontiac 
has surrounded them on their cur- 
rent series. 

" With the Chesterfield retinue of 
warblers out of the way, Ben Bernie 
comes through the latest summary 
as up a notch to ninth place. 
Bernie’s air favor, however, indi- 
cates a steady decline in the east 
and even in his own midwest baili- 
wick. His main sources of support 
currently appear to be the south 
and northwest. Kate Smith can 
also claim the south as her main 
prop, and again she exhibits suf- 
ficient strength to round out the 
first dozen. 

‘Easy Aces’ Sprint 

Among others upon whom the 
new popularity gleanings focus par- 
ticular attention is the Easy Aces 
serial. On May 30 this act rounds 
out its second season on CBS for 
Lavoris. Reports have the program 
building steadily in practically 
every area where it has a release, 
with the advance in the east show- 
ing the most increase. 

Of the newcomers, Phil Baker is 
particularly on the click in the mid- 
west and in some southern spots, 
but attention elsewhere is not so 
pronounced, Vincent Lopez, doing 
a Sunday evening stint, has caught 
on strongly in the south and mid- 


west, while Fannie Brice has so 
far been most effective in the 
northeast, 

Summary further reveals. the! 


Fred Waring-George Givot combi- 
nation faring promisingly in scat- 
tered precincts, but not yet enough 


to rank within the first national 25. 


tial attention is the Street Singer 
(Arthur Tracy), who is slated to 


start for a commercial account 
June 5. 
Local Prominents 
Of the southern precincts the 


only spot giving Wynn a really low 
listing is Greenville, 8. C., which 
placed its local Grady Cole, in news 
reports from WBT, Charlotte, three 
rungs above the Texaco comic. 
Fairmount, W. Va., gives Boake 
Carter prime rating and right after 
him sets down as its other top faves 
Lowell Thomas, Frederick William 
Wile and Edwin C. Hill. The south 
in some spots also set aside a spe- 
cial score for Gene and Glenn, now 
on the Ohio State Oil payroll out of 
WTAM, Cleveland. 

Dallas lists among its first 15 two 
local programs, Benny and Black 
and Elder Michaux, while Lexing- 
ton, Ky., thinks its local Cotton 
Queen Minstrels worthy of enroll- 
ment among its second best liked 
dozen. 

Seattle reports that the Fleisch- 
mann show, coming throught at 5 
p.m., affected its local ranking and 
that Vic Myers, band leader and 
lieutenant-governor of the state, 
ranks high against the network field. 





Midwest 





Eddie Cantor. 

Jack Pearl. 

Ed Wynn. 

Rudy Vallee Varieties. 
Burns and Allen. 
Amos ’n’ Andy. 
Maxwell House Showboat. 
Myrt and Marge. 

Easy Aces. 

Kate Smith. 

Jack Benny. 
Stoopnagle and Budd. 











Also that Peck & Hills’ Midweek 
Jubilee and the local ‘Mardi Gras’ 
affair have a firm hold on northwest 
listeners. 

Frisco, like other spots on the 
Coast, accords major ranking to 
such Pacific network and local sta- 
tion stanzas as the Spotlight Revue, 
‘Memory Lane,’ Blue Monday Jam- 
boree and the Standard Symphonies. 
Portland, Ore., includes in its fave 
listing KEX’s ‘Circus Court,’ a bur- 
lesque on legal proceedings in which 
locai prominents take part, and 
KGW’s ‘Covered Wagon Days.’ 

Out of Toronto this time comes 
not a single local favorite among its 
popularity leaders. This Canadian 
town’s poll carries all U. S. network 
programs with the exception of the 
Father Coughlin Sunday broadcasts. 
Winnepeg, on the other hand, in- 
cludes not a single American stanza 
and lists as the top attention getter 





West Coast 





Eddie Cantor. 

Jack Pearl. 

Ed Wynn. 

Amos ’n’ Andy. 

One Man’s Family. 
Richfield Reporter. 
Maxwell House Coffee. 
Rudy Vallee Varieties. 
Ben Bernie. 

Eddie Peabody. 

Al Pearce and Gang. 
Memory Lane. 











of the community the Eclipse West- 
ern Rangers. 

In the three polls conducted by 
Variety’ to date the names among 
the 12 leaders have been pretty 
much the same. Each summary has 





Northwest 


_—_ 


Jack Pearl. 

Eddie Cantor. 

Ed Wynn. 

Amos ’n’ Andy. 
Richfield Reporter. 
Myrt and Marge. 

One Man’s Family. 
Eddie Peabody. 

Rudy Vallee’s Varieties. 
Sherlock Holmes. 

Ben Bernie. 

Maxwell House Showboat. 











had Cantor, Pearl and Wynn slotted 
in one of the first three niches. 
Where a name carried in the pre- 
vious select dozen has been out of 
the subsequent ranking it has been 
due to the fact that the program 
was no longer on the air. But so far 
each listing of the top 12 has made 
note of Amos ’n’ Andy (No. 4 on the 
first two surveys), Burns and Allen- 
Guy Lombardo, Rudy Vallee Vari- 
ties, Myrt and Marge, Ben Bernie 
and Kate Smith. The first poll was 
printed last December. 

Missing from the current lineup 
as compared to the February sifting 
are Al Jc!son, the Chesterfield Ruth 
Etting and Bing Crosby duo and 
Fred Allen, al? off the air at the 
time the latest survey was taken. 
Jack Benny, who replaced Jolson on 
the evrolet session, is back to the 
rating he held in the December poll 
as the ringmaster of the Canada 
Dry menagerie. Stoopnagle and 
Budd fill the niche vacated by Fred 
Allen. 

Scrutiny of the three polls gives 
pointed testimony to the fact that 
radio is still very slow to develop 
new names on a national basis, de- 
spite that the medium is the ace 
path to personality publicity. 





COAST SPELLING BEES 


Get Scholarship at 
U. S. C. 





Winner Will 





Los Angeles, May 16. 

Old-fashioned spelling bees have 
been revived here as a radio feature. 
Competitive angle is proving popu- 
lar with air fans who like to know 
that there are others in the world 
who also can’t spell. 

Bee is on three times a week over 
KFAC under auspices of the Board 
of Education. As conducted 32 
schools have 2eams of five entered, 
with two groups contesting each 
night. 

Cups are to be awarded the win- 
ning team and the runner up and 
a scholarship at University of 
Southern California goes to the best 
individual speller. Looks like a 
great chance for some promising 
halfback. 





KMTR’S STOCK 
Hollywood, May 15. 
KMTR is organizing a stock com- 
pany from which to select casts for 
a 30-min. weekly play. First three 
players spotted are Evelyn Burns, 
Kenneth Egidy and Lona Merrill. 
Initialer will be a satire on Holly- 
wood by Myrtle Belva Graves. Sec- 
ond will be ‘The Shirker,’ by C. M. 
S. McClelland. 





DIRECT WAXING 
San Francisco, May 15. 
First instance of its kind is the 
direct wire put into NBC by Max 
and Louis Graf’s Titan recording 
lab, so they can wax programs di- 
rect without taking them off a re- 
ceiving set. 
The Grafs, former motion picture 
producers, make a flexible record. 








Unsigned Questionnaires Best Check; 
Otherwise Fans Feign Ritz Favorites 





Radio has found that the mail 
questionnaire which requires no 
signature is the method least sub- 
ject to having the listener ‘putting 
it on’ in*his answers. So John J. 
Karol, CBS’s expert on market re- 
search, told the fourth annual In- 
stitute of Radio by Education last 





Of the chain warblers on sustain- 
ing duty the 
by themselves, 


30swell Sisters stand | 
Aiso given substan- ! 


week. When confronted by an in- 
terviewer the average fan, averred 
Karol, is inclined to forget all about 
the hokum type of air show and 
express preference for such pro- 
grams as the N. Y. Philharmonk 
and other classical programs. 

It’s human nature, opined Karol, 
for the individual to so react. 
| People, he said, regard it as a re- 
flection on their literary and mu- 


sical tastes when it comes to nam- 
ing the magazine they actually read 
and the radio programs they enjoy 
when faced by a personal inter- 
viewer. 

Karol also pointed out that there 
is often a tendency in the face-to- 
|face inquiry for the fan to exag- 
,gerate in favor of the higher priced 
jor better known products, For cer- 
|tain types of investigations con 
inected with radio involving a 
llengthy questionnaire, allowed 
|! Karol, the personal interview is not 
only desirable but necessary, but if 
ithose interested want to arrive at 
| he nest preferences the mail and 
|telephone questionnaire are suffi- 
leiently effective. ] 








INTERNATIONAL MEETING 


To Regulate Air Lanes for U. S., 
Mexico and Canada 








Mexivo Vity, May 12. 
Government has taken kindly to 
suggestion made by U. S. Ambas- 
sador Josephus Daniels that an in- 
ternational radio congress be held 
here between representatives of 


Mexico, the United States and Can- 
ada to seek adequate regulation. 

Minstry of Foreign. Relations has 
been commissioned to enter into ne- 
gotiations with the U. S. and Cana- 
jian governments to send delegates 


$15,000 THEATRE DATES 
FOR CBS LAST WEEK 


Theatre booking business for the 
CBS Artists Bureau picked up last 
week turnover for the stanza com- 
ing to around $15,000. Marked the 
biggest week for the network’s 
booking office since the banking 
moratorium. Takings have been 
averaging around $5,000 a week 
with some @s low as $3,000. 

Topping the stage dstes obtained 
by CBS was the thee weeks for 
Stoopnagle and Budd from Loew, 
and an additional split week from 
RKO. Next in line were the two 
and a half weeks RKO gave the 
Street Singer. Also included in the 
week’s booking grist we.e the Tony 
Wons current stand at the Capitol, 
N Y.; Mort Duowney’s Albary date, 
May 24; the Reise and Dv2.n pencil- 
ing at the Earle, Philly; Vaughn 
DeLeath’s May 19 Baltimore appear- 
ance; Fray and Braggiotti at the 
Met, Boston, and the Hickory Nuts 
break-in at the Prospect, Brooklyn, 
(23). 

CBS has decided to do no more 
one-day stand roadshowing until 
Stoopnagle and Budd come off the 
Pontiac series June 22. 








Artist Staff Moves with 
WOC to WHO, D’Moines 


Des Moines, Ia., May 15. 

Davenport, studios of WOC, 
Davenport, were closed today 
(Monday), facilities being removed 
to the WHO studios of the Central 
Broadcasting company here, with 
all programs to emanate in the fu- 
ture from this point, via the new 
50,000-watter at Mitchelville. Last 
program was broadcast from WOC 
Sunday. 

Transfers from Davenport to Des 

Moines include Peter MacArthur, 
program director; J. O. Maland, 
sales manager; Dr. Lyle Flanagan, 
head of the continuity department; 
Mrs. Faye Hough McCarthy (‘Aunt 
Jane), director of the home eco- 
nomic department; Paul Loyt, 
chief engineer, member of the en- 
gineering staff, announcers Gene 
Loffler and Ronald Reagan and 
clerks. 
Executive offices of the Central 
Broadcasting company will remain 
in Davenport. Principal reason for 
consolidation of the stations is to 
reduce overhead and operating ex- 
penses, but the move is expected 
to increase program merit and effi- 
ciency. 





CBS’ Stunt 


With the season now open for 
freak broadcast stunts, CBS has one 
all cooked up for the night of May 
26. For an hour that evening Amelia 
Earhart will pilot a plane over New 
York picking up the ‘voice of the 
city’ and transmitting it by short 
wave to the network, 

Among the sounds the airplane 
mike is siated to absorb are boat 
whistles, ete., and dance music as 
played by Duke Ellington and Eddie 
Duchin, Latter two combos will be 
stationed on the roofs of their re- 
spective spots. Ted Husing, from 
the plane, will do the elucidating. 





NESTLE’S VACATION 


Nestle Chocolate steps out of its 
NBC schedule the last Friday (26) 
of this month, 

Confectioner’s current plan is to 
return 13 weeks from that date with 
Phil Spitalny again heading the pro- 
#xram, 





Cleveland ‘Press’ Radio Editor Says ‘ 
A Few Things About His Craft 


(From the Cleveland ‘Press,’ May 8, 


1933) 


Most Radio ites 
Are Either Ignorant 
Or in Some Racket 


By Norman Siegel 
‘Press’ Radio F-ditor 








When Eddie Cantor recently for- 
got Rubinoff and Jessel for a few 
seconds to call Manhattan radio 
editors ‘fakers,” he only did a 
half-way job...for he should have 
also included 100 or so_ scribes 
outside of Manhattan who rave 
about radio in print...We’re all the 
same...New York or Cleveland... 
and Cantor was right when he 
questioned, “Who are these guys, 
to knock my act” 





Well, Eddie, most of us are a lot 
of ‘phonies.’ We either have our 
little rackets that must be pro- 
moted...or we're just dumb about 
most of the things we write...You 
can put me in the ignorant class 
...I haven’t any money fingers in 
the radio pie...I suppose because 
I couldn’t grab a chunk big enough 
to eat out here...I haven't any 
third-rate artists to boost...like 
some of the Manhattan critics... 
for even if I did get them on the 
air here it wouldn't bring any fi- 
nancial returns. 





— 


There used to be a time when a 
radio editor had to know something 
about what he was writing.... 
That was in the days when radio 
columns instructed people how to 
build sets....But today most of us 
don’t even know how to put tubes 
in a set, with the instructions be- 
fore us....A lot of us are lazy and 
fill our columns with the mass of 
press agentematerial sent out...so 
that they are nothing more than 
bulletin boards....A lot of us 
aren’t even good reporters...and 
would have to get out of the busi- 
ness if the boss ever decided to 
take us off radio...unless we're 
like the critic in St. Louis, who 
went to writing church news after 
they took his column away from 
him. 





You’ve been in the business of 
entertaining people all your life, 
Eddie...and have made a few for- 
tunes at it....You know what they 
want...and what they won’t want 
«.e-Then along comes a mug who 
is backing a sixth-rate comic he 
thinks should be in your place be- 
cause it would mean a few dollars 
to him, or who doesn’t know what 
he’s writing about, and tries to 
tear you down....You’re one mi- 
crobat who’s had enough punch to 
publicly expose us small] fry..ee 
More power to you, Eddie. 





To write a fool-proof radio col- 
umn, a scribe would have to be 
thoroughly educated in music, in 
drama, in technical radio, the Eng- 
lish language, public affairs...and 
be able to listen to every program 
on the air at least once a week... 
and still have enough time to 
browse about with the broadcast- 
ers to find out what’s going on be- 
hind the ‘mike’..,.and if anyone 
was that perfect he wouldn't be 
wasting his time on radio...s0, 
you'll have to be content with the 
thought that there’s nothing dumb- 
er than a smart radio critic, Eddie 
-»-unless it is a brainy radio an- 
nouncer, 





I understand that the boss is outy 
of town today...and won’t see this 

column,..after all, even though I 

may be dumb, rm not crazy. 





Renew on Baker 
Chicago, May 15. 


Phil Baker was notified Thursday 
(11) by Armour that his option had 
been taken up for another eight 
weeks. He heads the Friday night 
half-hour program of the meat 


packer at a reported salary <« f $1,500 

weekly, 
Program 

summer, 


will go throvgh the 





ee ee 


SS er rei 


— a ony Nip ec 


SOE RE ee ete 


+ le nin SE Ait ly Sit te 











SRE, > Casi aD 






































me 
42 VARIETY RADIO Tuesday, May 16, 1933 

me —— Se sion 

e . Tom Rowe, Chief Engineer. tet b4 Fae be 4 ee ee bd a eT PG bse et) ee ee 4 PT eae +h +4 eee 

Clementine Legg, Artists Mer. ~ 

a 0 eC 0 Hal O'Halloran, Chief Announcer, ~ 

Harry Steele, Publicity Dir. a F R £ 

eg 

WGN R 

um 

Pace Pg + tet @¢ bet i td bidet bt tt 64 bettie de Ot ot od i eet Peet tattba ig c 


(As a convenience for readers unfamiliar with who’s who in Radio, 


‘Variety’ prints below a directory for New York, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Chicago.) 





New York City 


NBC 
(Stations WJZ-WEAF) 


711 Fifth Ave. 
Plaza 3-1900 

M. H. Aylesworth, President. 
Richard C. Patterson, Jr., Executive V.-P. 
G. C. McClelland, V.-P. on Sales, 
John Elwood, V.-P. on Operations. 
A. L. Ashby, V.-P. and Gen. Atty. 
George Engles, V.-P. on Artists’ Service. 
John F. Royal, V.-P. on Programs. 
Roy C. Witmer, V.-P. on East Div. Sales. 
Frank Mason, V.-P. on Public Relations 
Lewis MacConnach, Secretary. 
Mark J. Woods. Secretary. 
H. F. McKeon, Auditor. 
H. F. Kelly, Asst. Auditor. 
Cc. W. Horn, Gen. Engineer. 
Frank Mullen, Agricultural Dir. 
J. deJara Almonte, Evening Operations. 
Bertha Brainard, Program Mgr. 
G. W. Payne, Operations. 
R. J. Teichern, Asst. to Treas. 


Department Heads 


Donald G. Shaw, Eastern Sales Mgr. 
Thos. H. Belviso, Music Library. 

W. Db. Bloxham, Purchasing Agent. 
Jehn R. Carey, Service Supervisor. 

O. B. Hanson, Mgr., Plant Operation and 
Engineering Dept. 

Ruth Keeler, Personnel Supervisor. 
Donald Withycomb, Mgr. Sta. Retations. 
Paul F. Peter, Mgr. Statistical Dept. 


G. W. Johnstone, Mgr. Press Relations 
Dept. 

Harold Kemp, Artists Service Popular 
Talent 


D. S. Tuthill, Sales Mer., Artists’ Service. 

Quinton Adams, Mgr. Electrical Tran- 
scription Dept. 

E. P. H. James, Sales Promotion Mgr. 

T. G. Sabin, Eastern Service Mar. 

Mrs. Frances Rockefeller King, Mgr. pri- 
vate entertainment. 


CBS 
(Station WABC) 


485 Madison Ave. 
Wickersham 2-2000 


William S. Paley, President. 

Edward Klauber, Executive V.-P. 

Sam Pickard, V.-P. 

Hugh Kendall Boice, V.-P. in Charge of 
Bales. 

Lawrence W. Lowman, V.-P. on Opera- 
tions and Gecretary. 

M. R. Runyon, Treasurer. 

Karl Knipe, Sales Mgr. 

William H. Engisn, Asst. Sales Mer. 











“The Human Side of the News” 


ca Mon.-Tues.-Wed., 
10:30 P. M. 


EDWIN. HILL 


“THE INSIDE STORY” 
& Friday, 9:30 P. M. ae 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


(This Week April 28) 

















“AND HOW!” 


WHITEMAN 


With PAUL 


EN TOUR 


NBC NETWORK 
VICTOR RECORDS 


PHIL || 
REGAN 


WABC 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
THURSDAY 
11:15 P.M. 











“Melody Headlines” 


SATURDAY 
7:45 P.M. 














Featured in 
Columbia Revue 





Isham 
Jones 


MAY 19 [ 
CENTURY | 
| BALTIMORE | 


Direction 
Columbia Broadcasting System | 
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Julius S. Seebach, Program Operations. 
Paul W. White, Publicity. 

Edwin K. Cohan, Technical Dir. 

Paul W. Kesten, Sales Promotion, 

John J. Karol, Market Research, 

John 8S. Carlisle, Production Mer. 
Frederic P. Willis, Educational Dir. 
Julius Mattfeld, Music Library. 

Hugh Cowan, Commercial Engineer. 
Ferrin Fraser, Editor, Continuity. 
Marion R. Parsonnett, Dramatic Dir. 
Herbert B. Glover, News Broadcasting. 
Ralph J. Wonders. Mgr.. Artists’ Bureau. 


WOR 


Bamberger Broadcasting Service, 
1440 Broadway 
Pennsylvania 6-8383 


Alfred J. McCosker, Station Mgr. 
A. A. Cormier, Sales Mgr. 

Walter J. Neff, Asst. Sales Mer. 
Lewis Reid, Program Dir. 

George Shackley, Musical Dir. 
Robert I. Wilder, Press. 

J. R. Poppele, Chief Engineer. 


WINS 


American Radio News Corp. 
114 E. 358th St. 
Eldorado 5-6100 


Bradley Kelly, Station Mgr. 
John 8S. Martin, Sales Mer. 
John McCormick, Program Dir. 
Harold Shubert, Production Mgr. 
Bernard Levitow, Musical Dir. 
George Wieda, Press. 


WMCA-WPCH 


Knickerbocker Broadcasting 


Broadway at 53d St. 
Columbus 5-5660 


Donald Flamm, President. 
William Weisman, V.-P. 
Counsel. 

John T. Adams, V.-P. on Artists Service. 
Sidney Flamm, Commercial Director. 
Robert S. Wood, Press. 

Jack Ricker, Studio Director. 

Fred W. Dyson, Business Mgr. 

Harry Carlson, Program Director WMCA. 
J. Bill Williams, Program Director 
WPCH. 

Arthur Barton, Educational Programs. 
A. L. Alexander, Chief Announcer. 
Elmo Russ and Irving Selzer, Musical 
Directors. 

Frank Marx, Chief Engineer. 

Harry Pascoe, Continuity. 

Bide Dudley, Dramatic Critic. 

Sam Taub, Boxing. 

Jack Filman, Hockey, Sports. 

Charles Martin, Dramatic Presentations. 


WLWL 


Universal Broadcasting Corp. 
415 W. 59th 
Columbus 5-7030 


H. F. Riley, Dir. 

J. P. Kiernan, Business Mgr. 
R. W. Bjork, Sales Mer. 
George O’Brien, Program Dir. 
Rudolph Forst, Musical Dir. 


Joseph Deppe, Chief Engineer. 


Chicago 


NBC 


Merchandise Mart 
Superior 8300 


(Stations WENR—WMAQ) 


Niles Trammel, V.-P. in charge. 
P. G. Parker, Asst. Gen. Mer. 
Fred Weber, Station Relations Mgr. 
John Whalley, Office Mgr. 

Roy Shield, Chief Musical Dir. 

Cc. L. Menser, Production Dir. 

A. W. Kaney, Program Mgr. 

Alex Robb, Asst. Program Mgr. 
Sidney Strotz. Artists Mar. 

John Gihon, Continuity Editor. 
Frank Mullen, Dir. of Agriculture. 
Judith Waller, Educational Dir. 
Kenneth Carpenter, Sales Mer. 
William Hedges, Local Sales Mar. 
I. E. Showerman, Sales Service Mgr. 
E. C. Carlson, Sales Promotion Mer. 
Howard Luugens, Chief Engineer. 
M. W. Rife, Chief Field Engineer, 
B. R. Donges, Maintenance Mer. 
Ben Pratt, Public Relations Counsel. 
Al Williamson, Publicity Mgr. 


CBS 


Wrigley Bidg. 
Whitehall 6000 


(Station WBBM) 


Leslie Atlass, V.-P. in charge. 
Leonard Erickson, Western Sales Mgr. 
Walter Preston, Program Dir. 

Bobby Brown, Gen. Production Mgr. 
Jeff King, Traffic and Office Mer. 
Harold Fair, Asst. Program Dir, 
Howard Neumiller, Musical Dir. 
William Cooper, Continuity Editor. 
Larry Fisk, Chief Engineer. 

Kelly Smith, WBBM Sales Mer. 
Steva Trumbull, CBS Publicity Mer. 
Ruth Betz, WBBM Publicity Mer. 
Harlow Wilcox, Chief Announcer. 
Richard Elpers, Sales Promotion Mgr. 
Arthur Wesner, Community Concert Mgr. 
McClure Bellows, CBS Concert Mgr. 


KYW 


Strauss Bldg. 
Wabash 4040 


Homer Hogan, Gen. Mer. 

Parker Wheatley, Production Mgr. 
Harold E. Bean, Asst. Production Mgr. 
Rex Maupin, Musical Director. 

H. E. Randall, Chief Engineer. 
Utmer Turner, Publicity Dir. 


WCFL 7 


Furniture Mart 
Delaware 9600 


John Fitzpatrick, President. 

Edward N. Nockles, Gen. Mer. 
Franklin Lundquist, Bus. Mgr. 
Maurice Lynch, Treasurer. 

Phillip Friedlander, Production Dir, 
Eddie Hanson, Musical Dir. 
Howard Keegan, Chief Announcer. 
Maynard Marquardt, Chief Engineer. 
Pat Murphy, Publicity Dir. 


WJJD 


and Wells Sts. 
State 5466 

Ralph Atlass, Gen. Mer. 

Art Linick, Commercial Mer. 
Joe Allabough, Chief Announcer. 


WLS 
1230 W. Washington 
Haymarket 7500 


Burridge Butler, President. 
Glenn Snyder, Gen. Mer. 
George Biggar, Program 


Inc, 


Co. 


and General 


Lake 


Mer 





D. R. McDonald, Adv. Mgr. 


W. E. Macfarlane, Gen. Mar. 
Quin Ryan, Station Mer. 
Jeorge Isaac, Commercial Mgr. 
Edward Barry, Production Mgr. 
Delos Owen, Musical Dir. 

Carl Myers, Chief. Engineer. 
Frank Schreiber, Publicity Dir. 


WIBO 


Michigan-Wacker Bldg. 
Andover 5600 


Albert E. Nelson, General Mar. 
Lloyd G. Harris, Production Mgr. 
John Cerny, Musical Dir. 

James MacPherson, Sales Mer. 

H. V. FitzCharles, Chief Engineer. 
Alice Tiplady, Publicity Dir, 


WGES 


128 N. Crawford 
Van Buren 8900 


Gene Dyer, Station Mer. 

Charles Lanphear, Production Mer. 
Joseph Brubaker, Chief Engineer. 
John Van, Musical Dir. 

Don Crosnor, Chief Announcer, 


Advertising Agencies 


Lord & Thomas—Henry Sellinger. 
J. Walter Thompson—Tom Luckenbill. 
Erwin-Wasey—William Weddell. 
McCann-Erickson—Fred Ibbett. 
N. W. Ayer—W. G. McGuire. 
Critchfield—Frank 6teel. 
McJunkin—Lou Hagerman. 
BBD&O—George May. 
Blackett-Sample—Edwin Ayleshire. 
Henri Hurst McDonald—Art Decker. 
aa McFarland, Don Bernard, Madge 
s. 





Los Angeles 


KHJ 


(Columbia Don Lee Broadcasti System 
1076 West 7th Street - . , 
, Vandyke 7111 

Don Lee, President, 
Leo B. Tyson, Gen. Mer. 
C. Ellsworth Wylie, Gen. Sales Mer. 
Meee Paige, Musical and Program 
r. 

Paul Rickenbacher, Production Mer. 
Kenneth Niles, Asst. Prod. Mgr. 

Van C. Newkirk, Traffic Mgr. 
<> gia J. Kemp, Asst. Adv. Mgr. (KHJ 
only). 
Leslie Mawhinney, publicity. 


KFI and KECA 


(NBC outlets) 
Earle C. Anthony, 
1000 So. Hope Street 
Richmond 6111 
Earle C. Anthony, President. 
Arthur Kales, V.-P. and Gen. Mgr. 
Glen Dolberg, Program Dir. 


KFWB 


Warner Bros. Pictures Corp. 
Warner Theatre Bldg. 
Hollywood 0315 

Gerald King, Gen. Mer. 

Chester Mittendorf, Commercial Mgr. 
Jack Joy, Program Dir. 

Johnnie Murray, Charge Vaude Programs. 
Kay “Van Riper, Charge Dramatic Prog. 
Les Hewett, Chief Engineer. 

Frank Murphy, Supervising Engineer. 
George Fischer, Publicity, 


KNX 
Western Broadcasting Co. 
Paramount Studios, Hollywood 
Hempstead 4101 
Guy C. Earl, Jr., President. 
Naylor Rogers, V.-P. and Gen. Mer. 
Carl B. Nissen, Commercial Mgr. 
~~ ae Cc. Ormiston, Technical Super- 
visor. 
Drury Lane, Program Mer. 
Wilbur Hatch, Musical Dir. 


KMTR 
KMTR Radio Corp. 
915 No. Formosa, Hollywood 
Hillside 1161 
Reed E. Callister, President. 
L. W. Peters, Gen. Mer. 
Harold Horton, Prod. Mgr. 
Salvatore Santaella, Musical Dir. 


KGFJ 
1417 So. Figueroa Street 
Prospect 7780 
Ben S. McGlashon, owner, 
Duke Hancock, Mer. 
Fireside Broadcasting Co. 


. KRKD 
541 South Spring Street 
Madison 1176 


Frank Doherty, President, 


Vv. G. Fretag, Gen. Mgr. 
Del Lyon, Sales Mgr. 
KTM 
Pickwick Broadcasting Co. 
214 Vermont 


Exposition 1341 
Charles Wren, Pres. 
George Martinson, Manager. 
R. L. Rust, Sales Mgr. 
Cc. B. Juneau, Production Mer. 


KFAC-VF FVD 
Los Angeles Bivadcasting Co. 
645 Mariposa Ave, 
Fitzroy 1231 
E. L. Cord, President. 
Tom Brenneman, Gen. Mer. 





San Francisco 


NBC 


(Stations KGO-KPO-KYA) 
Pacific Coast Division 
111 Sutter Street 
Sutter 1920 
Don E. Gilman, V. P. of NBC and Pac. 
Coast Div. Manager. 
Cc. L. McCarthy, Asst. Gen. Mer. 
Lew Frost, Program Dir. 
Harry Anderson, Sales Mer. 
A. H. Saxton, Chief Engineer. 
-H. J. Maxwell, Office Mer. 
Lloyd E. Yoder, Publicity Dir. 
Karl Shullinger, Dir. Artists Bureau, 
Jennings Pierce, Chief Announcer. 
Meredith Willson, Musical Dir. 
Cecil Underwood, Prod. Mer. 
Roy Frothingham, Sales Promotion Mgr. 


KYA 


988 Market St. 
PRospect 3456 


Edward McCallum, Station Mer. 
KFRC 


(Don Lee-Columbia outlet) 
1000 Van Ness Ave, 
PRospect 0100 
Fred Pabst, Don Lee Gen. Mer. 
Harrison Holliway, Station Mer. 
William Wright, Prog. Dir. 
Walter Kelsey, Musical Dir. 
KJBS 
1380 Bush St. 
ORdway 4148 
Julius Brunton & Sons, Owners. 
Ralph Brunton, Mer. 





Ralph Smith, Prog. Dir. 


East 


Labor union dispute in Schenec- 
tady, which forced WGY to dis- 
continue dance programs from the 
New Kenmore and DeWitt Clinton 
hotels, Albany, settled last week, 
bringing Tal Henry's North Caro- 
linians and Huston Ray’s orchestra 
back on the air. 

Bette Davis’ husband is a 
crooner, Harmon Nelson. While the 
WB film actress was in New York 


she watched him _  tenorize via 
WCDA, New York. 
Marshall Montgomery is audi- 


tioning a special ventriloquist act 
for NBC. 

Wildroot Institute has added 
seven stations for the John Seagle- 
Vee Lawnhurst combination on the 
NBC-WEAF link Sundays. New 
release is through the northwest 
and the Des Moines district, 

NBC is giving the ear to Elsa 
Ersi in a ‘Cafe Continental ’idea. 

Bankruptcy schedule filed by Ga- 
briel Heatter, news commentator on 
WMCA, N. Y., with the U. S. Court 
in New York has him owing $26,366 
and without assets except insur- 
ance, 

Chester Stratton playing in “The 
Smith Family’ serial on WODA, 
Paterson, N. J., is not the Chester 
Stratton of the NBC Artists Ser- 
vice, 

Jane Froman stays on the Real 
Silk whirl though Lee Wiley was 
approached for the Sunday night 
NBC interlude. 

Edward Hayden O’Connor is do- 
ing a series called ‘Standing Room 
Only’ for WODA, N. Y., with stage 
names as his guests. 

Hilda Moreno folds her warbling 
interlude on WINS, N., Y., June 1. 

Dick Himber has adopted the 
guest star twist for his Wednesday 
night releases over WJZ. 

Vincent ‘Blue’ Mondi is giving his 
one man band routine weekly air- 
ings over WINS and WRNY. 

Looks as though Paul Whiteman 
will do his broadcasting from the 
Hollywood Gardens, Pelham, N, Y., 
this summer. If deal is okayed all 
around June 8 will be the starting 
date. 

Maude Rooney, former contralto 
star with the Philadelphia Opera 
Co., has been put under contract by 
CBS and makes her air debut May 
18. 

Grace Moore’s contract with Ches- 
terfield, starting June 2, is for four 
weeks with four-week options. 

Gene Edwards, announcer and 
studio manager of WKBC, Birm- 
ingham, will marry Marguerite 
Oeser in June. 


Midwest 


KICK to move from Red Oak, 
Ia., to Carter Lake, a prolonged 
legal battle having been ended in 
Washington. 

WMT has applied for a permit to 
step up its daytime power from 500 
to 1,000 watts. 

Morton Downey’s appearance at 
the Palace, Chicago, was punctu- 
ated by radio appearances over 
WENR, WMAQ and WBBM. 

Frank Knox, publisher of the Chi- 
cago ‘Daily News,’ required 45 min- 
utes to gab, so WMAQ kicked the 
Palace program off the air. 

Jack Tebo’s long-litigated suit 
against Pierre Andre, announcer at 
WGN, Chicago, was reported settled 
out of court last week for $125. 
Agent claimed he got Andre his job 








at WGN. Sued for $1,000. Goes 
back to 1929. 
Fritz Blocki’s ‘Chickle,’ recently 


off WBBM, Chicago, when Marmola 
withdrew, may have another spon- 
sor shortly. 

Parker Wheatley, KYW program 
director, scrammed Chicago far an 
eastern jaunt. 

Art Linick has revived ‘Schlagen- 
auer’s Party’ over WJJD, Chicago. 


West 


Paul Pierce, formerly chief an- 
nouncer at KRKD, spieling for 
Carol Lofner’s and Lou Traveller's 
orchestra sessions at KFWB, Holly- 
wood. 

Grant Garrett writing the weekly 
show for the Junior Hi-Jinks at 
KFWB. Formerly gag man for 
Olsen and Johnson. 

Colonel Don Morgan Smith, for- 
mer evangelist, on four five-minute 
programs each over KNX and 
KFWB. . 

City of Coffeyville, Kan., has a 
50-watt police station, KGZP. 

Reynolds Radio Co., Inc., wants 
to assign license of KVOR, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo., to S. H. Pat- 
terson. 

KGHI, Little Rock, changed its 
mind and is now asking for in- 
crease in power from 100 watts to 
250 during daytime, instead of to 
500 day and night. 

KGER, Long Beach, Calif., will 
move its main studio to Los An- 
geles if FRC okays. 

Application before FRC for 








KLRA, Little Rock, to increase 








hours of operation to unlimited 


time. 
‘Voice of the Black Hills,’ pr; 
City, Ss. D., after the facilities cc 


WCAT, of the same place. 

KGIR, Butte, Mont., making testg 
for a new transmitter site. 

New license gives KGGM, Albu- 
querque, N. M., upped power of 250 
watts nights and 600 daytime 

Barker Brothers, L. A, furniture 
dealers, will sponsor Kay Van 
Riper’s English Coronet series over 
KFB. Follows expiration of W. and 
J. Sloane contract for program, 

‘Tapestries of Life’ from KFI to 
KHJ. Advertising a cemetery, 

Bud Averill’s orch, L. A., will be 
oan a half hour daily over 

Alex Rudinoff added to KMTR’'s 
musical staff as arranger. Rosalie 
—e Frye, singer, off same sta. 

on. 

John Duncan Dunn, golf pro and 
associate editor of ‘Golf Illustratea’ 
on KFAC, Los Angeles, three times 
a week, 

‘“ ss Gopems former Fox West 
oast organist, has 
my returned to 

Shift in management at KIEV 
Glendale, putting Lew Bender and 
Fred Johnson in as managers, re- 
placing Cliff Busee. Gene Johnstone 
is musical director. 

Monroe Upton has left NBC’s 
Frisco studios to join Al Pearce and 
Gang in Los Angeles. 

Robert Dumm, who's pappy is 
president of the company operating: 
KTAB, Frisco, has been added to 
the announcing staff of this indie 
station. 





KMTR’S 2D SPECIALTY 
Hollywood, May 15. 

A second vaude program is being 
launched by KMTR, which went for 
its first two weeks ago. New one 
will be a half-hour affair handled 
by Mario Alvarez under the title, 
KMTR ‘Follies.’ 

Clarence Muse also goes on this 
station for a 15-min. session nightly 
teamed with ‘Zeke,’ of the Beverly 
Hill Billies. 
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SOCIETY’S CHOICE 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


WJZ 
Tues. and Sat. 
7:45 P. M. 


National Broadcasting System 
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ae BD 
“Lady o’ the Radio” 


"JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS 


Direction, Morrison & Winkler, 
Park Central Hotel, 


New York City 
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AND HIs 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 


COAST-TO-COAST 
OMIA ERS represen oF 
WABC 
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Ether Puts Barr Under Femme 
Chatterers Who Nab Side Graft 








Los Angeles, May 15. 

Newest combination film-radio 
dodge is the peddling of so-called 
inside dope on the picture celebs. It 
has been proving profitable for cer- 
tain femmes who have been double- 
crossing their own stations by col- 
lecting from merchants for men- 
tioning places on the nightly air 
chats. 

Girl chatterers, who ostensibly 
spill the soi] about the film names, 
have been legion on local stations. 
A short while ago their stuff got so 
vicious, and so far from the truth, 
that the Hays office stepped in, and 
as a result some of the soft-voiced 
gpielers were pulled from the air. 

Graft was intimated at the time, 
with some instances coming near 
the blackmail mark. 

Their Methods 


Material getting somewhat clean- 
er, the dirt-spillers looked for an- 
other means of putting on the bee 
and picked on merchants who might 
be interested in contributing if 
their places of business were men- 


tioned and bracketed ! some way 
with the film stars. One particular 
gal went for the new idea in a big 
way and was collecting plenty until 
the station caught up with her. She 
went out pronto. 

Station couldn’t get the drop on 
the girl until ehe made the mistake 
of billing her victims and used the 
station’s note paper for same. One 
of the storekeepers thought he was 
evercharged and came in to register 
a kick. 





Fri. 
ues. Sat. 
Wed. NBC Network—Also ~** 


Jack Frost Sugar Hour 


Week., Fox, Philadelphia —& 
Management NBC 
‘ Personal Direction 

James F. Gillespie 
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- SOCIETY'S FAVORITE _ 


JOE 


MOSS= 


and his ORCHESTRA 
COMPLETING 13 WEEKS 
Williams Glider Shaving Cream 
WEAF Sun., May 21, 7:30-8 P.M, 
Execative Offices 
501 Madison Ave. N. Y. 
E! 5-4340 

















The International Pianists 


FRAY 
BRAGGIOTTI 


WABC Three Times Weekly 
Management 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


Paramount, New York 
(This Week, May 12) 











ART COOGAN 


and his Riviera Orchestra 


with DICK DIXON 
and FRANCES HUNT 


being featured at the 
Show Place of the World 
THE RIVIERA 
FORT LEE, N. J. 
Direction Edwin W. Scheuing 
Associate, Kenneth Dolan 


- 


Needling Air Programs 
For ‘Reaction Insurance’ 


‘Reaction insurance’ has made its 
small station debut. It’s cheaper 
and more convenient than digging 
up your Own audience. The per- 
former simply carries a ‘policy’ with 
him—on a disk. All he needs to be 
a howling studio success is a pho- 
nograph and a crank to keep his 
audience wound up. 

Record is divided into three seg- 
ments marked ‘Laughs,’ ‘Applause’ 
and ‘Cheers.’ Only tipoff danger to 
listeners is the possible carelessness 
of the talent in manipulating the 
needle. This recently happened. 

Comedian had just unloaded him- 
self of the answer to ‘Well, and 
how does the goat smell” and 
dropped the sound box on the 
groove marked ‘Cheers.’ 


3 FIRMS, 50 AUDITIONS 
FOR OWN AMUSEMENT 


San Francisco, May 15. 

Three of the Coast’s leading oil 
companies have had some 50 audi- 
tions. during the past three months, 
costing the networks plenty, but 
none are near a decision on pre- 
gram purchases. 

It is understood that Standard Oil 
of California, handled by the Mc- 
Cann Erickson agency has decided 
to do nothing until the summer is 
over, being content to continue with 
its Standard Symphonies and School 
of the Air on NBC. Standard has 
had so many auditions its execs are 
getting to look like staff members 
around the NBC offices. 

Shell Oil, too, has been lending 
willing ears to numerous tryouts, 
mostly on KFRC, since Dobbsie’s 
Hour was cancelled two months ago. 
The J. Walter Thompson agency 
handles this, but apparently is no 
nearer a decision than after the 
first audition in January. 

Associated Oil dropped its Spot- 
light Revue from NBC last week, 
since which time its ad chief, Harold 
Deal, and the Lord & Thomas 
agency have been listening to beau- 
coup tryouts, both at NBC and 
KFRC. It is doubtful if they will 
produce a program in Los Angeles, 
but no local one has been set, either 


L. S. Taking Summer 
Siesta, Pearl to H’wood 


From present indications Lucky 
Strike washes up its broadcasting 
connections June 29, when Jack 
Pearl quits the program for his pic- 
ture work. Jimmy Durante replac- 
ing Pear] in the spot now looks 
slim. 

Pearl has asked the Lord & 
Thomas agency, reps on the Lucky 
account, for permission to make the 
Hollywood trip four weeks before 
his exit date, as a result of a request 
to that effect from MGM. It’s 
Pearl’s idea to move on to the Coast 
following his closing of a two-week 
engagement at the Oriental, Chi- 
cago, June 2. 














CBS Vacashes with Strings 

There will be no vacations with 
pay for CBS sustaining contractees 
this summer. 

Okay for them to scram for a 
couple weeks if they can arrange 
for fill-in substitute and pay for 
them. 





Ad Agencies’ 


Radio Execs (Associated With 
the Show or Performance 
End of Radio) 

N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
500 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 

Douglas Coulter. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne, Inc. 

383 Madison Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Roy Durstine. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr. 

Emilie L. Haley. 

Benton & Bowles, Inc. 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
E. M. Ruffner, 

Biow Co., Inc. 

521 Fifth Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Milton Biow. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc. 

230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Frank Hummert. 

George Tormey. 
Blackman Co, 

122 EB. 42d St., N. Y. C. 
Douglass Stoerr. 

Campbell-Ewald Co. 

292 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 

Cc. Halstead Cottington. 

(General Motors Bldg., 
troit). 

George T. Ewald. 
Cecil, Warick & Cecil, Inc. 
230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 

J. H. McKee, 

Erwin, Wasey & Co., Inc. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
Charles Gannon. 

William Esty & Co., Inc. 

6 E. 45th St., N. Y¥. C. 
William Esty. 

Federal Adv. Agency 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Mann Holiner. 

Albert Frank-Guenther Law, 
Inc. 

70 Pine St., N. Y. C. 

Frank A. Arnold 
Hanff-Metzger, Inc. 
Paramount Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Louis A. Witten. 

Lambert & Feasley, Inc. 
400 Madison Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Martin Horrell. 

Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 

17 E. 45th St.. N. Y. C. 
Arthur Bergh. 

Ray Virden. 
Robert W. Orr. 
Lord & Thomas 

247 Park Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Montague Hackett. 

McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Dorothy Barstow. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 

Chrysler Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Jack Davidson. 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
John U. Reber. 

Robert Colwell. 
Gordon Thompeon. 
Cal Kuhl. 
A. K. Spencer. 
Herschel Williams. 
Nathan Tufts. 
Edwin Barrett. 

Young & Rubicam 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Hubbell Robinson. 
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Radio Lad’s Film Chance 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Harry Green, with his ether ex- 


perience, goes into Columbia’s ‘The 


Wrecker’ (film). 


He’s Clarence Green over the air. 





service is gratis. 





PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


(irele 77-3835 











Bureau of Information 


FOR 


Advertismg Agencies 


Advertising agencies and others in the field of radio, against any 
problem pertaining to the show business or broadcasting from a 
show angle, are invited to consult ‘Variety’ for information. 
Mail communications will be answered promptly. 


Any show angles unfamiliar to the radio program directors of 
advertising agencies, and a}] others in the radio-show business, will 
be clarified 

Information particularly inay be dé sired by radio talent buyers on 
the estimation of acts’ salary, values. These will be forthcoming as 
part of the information published in ‘Variety’ in the past as to the 
value of standard attractions for the stage, screen Or radio. 

This entire free service is confidential ‘Variety’ pledges none of 
the requests will be given publicity in print or otherwise 
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Members of the gagster branch 
of the radio writing academy now 
top all other members of show busi- 
ness scribbling clan for income. Ma- 
terial demanc: of the air comedians 
—demands so great that they can- 
not be satisfied—is giving the radio 
writer of the gagster type more 
importance than writers have ever 
known in other show lines. This im- 
portance, making them _ such tre- 
mendous factors in the radio com- 
edy field, means big dough for 
them. And the boys are tooth and 
nail about the business of cash- 
ing in. 

In the recent past the money men 
among theatrical writers were all in 
Hollywood. Radio, which still offers 
low pay to the author of regular 
non-comedy script shows, did not 
start to dangle real money before 
the writing brigade until the Wynn- 
Cantor-Pearl school of gag-telling 
comics came along. 

The Hollywood writers in some 
cases get up to $1,000, with a few 
over that, and that’s not hay, but 
the average out there is nearer $250 
a week. And in Hollywood, due to 
the straight salary system for staff 
scripters, there’s a limit to a writer’s 
possible income. But for the ether 
authors, all of whom freelance on a 
per program basis, there is no limit. 
They sell as much as they can 
write, and the only trouble is that 
they can’t write enough. 

First string radio gag men like 
Dave Friedman, J. P. Medbury, Eu- 
gene Conrad and others are clean- 
ing up just now. They’re not look- 
ing for work; they’ve got more or- 
ders than they can handle. The 
comedians, networks and advertisers 
are chasing the writers. In the past 
the writer usually did the stalking. 


Doubling and Tripling 

Eddie Cantor was allowed $750. a 
week for material for his one hour 
a week on NBC, and most of that 
amount went to Friedman. Latter 
has also landed the Chesterfield ac- 
count as Lou Holtz’s gag man ata 
reported $500 a week and the forth- 
coming Canada Dry show at another 
$500. 

Eugene Conrad used to be a 
vaudeville’ author when vaude was 
vaude, on a royalty basis with the 
acts, and collecting when catching. 
Now he’s supposed to be getting 
$500 from Beacon Oil for Solly 
Ward's benefit, $350 from Burns and 
Allen, both on a once weekly basis, 
and $250 starting the week after 
next for Milton Berle on Old Gold. 

The exception among straight 
script writers, whose cry has’ been 
over no billing besides small coin, 
is Bob Andrews of the Blackett, 
Sample & Hummert advertising 
agency. The most prolific script man 
in the business just now, Andrews 
writes for six different commercials 
weekly, which calls for 35 scripts 
every seven days. Conservative esti- 
mate of Andrews’ income places it 
at $2,000 a week. 
These instances should give an 
idea of the current money possibili- 
ties in ether authorin;. With ma- 
terial demands growing rather than 
diminishing, every indicatiun is that 
the rates are still on the rise and 
have not yet reached the peak. 

The Spence Method 

Practically all air gag men prac- 
tice the Ralph Spence school of 
film gagging in their method. The 
first requirement is an _ elaborate 
cross-indexed file system of released 
gags, plus a good memory to supply 
what the files may lack, and an 
ability to give ’em a twist. The 
average radio gag ran is a switcher 
rather than a creator, for he creates 
nothing but a new twist or coat of 
paint around an old gag. Spence 
was given credit for having saved 
many a silent film through his laugh 
titles. 
3ut the radio zagsters have to be 
good bookkeepers as well as switch- 
ers in order to keep the files up to 
date. Everything i3 carded in its 
proper place, so that any gag re- 
quired can be looked up immedi- 
ately. If the situation involves an 
automobile, the write: looks up his 
gag index under ‘Automobiles’—and 








Air Gag Writers Are Now Most 
Highly Paid Writing Contingent; 
System Is Files, And More Files 


about every gag ever written, the 
demands necessitate keeping them 
Strictly up to date, with topical 
quips an important part of the gag- 
ster’s library. They jot down every- 
thing funny, near funny or with pos- 
sibilities that they may chance to 
hear or see during the day, and it’s 
tucked away in the files for future 
reference. 
Old Gags as Foundation 

The old gags arc the source of the 
new gags. An accomplished radio 
writer can take ar oldie, elaborate 
on it, build it up, branch off into the 
angles it offers, and often wind up 
with half a dozen gags, all havin 
some bearing on the original bu 
distinct in themselves. It’s all part 
of the switching. 

Writers who are in the money— 
practically all of vhom use the file 
system—say there’s no other way to 
do it. Black and white reminders 
are far more reliable than the most 
fertile memory. The man who relies 
entirely on his own creative ability 
can’t write more than one program 
a week. And if he can he won't 
last long they contend. 

The steel ‘brains,’ with their type- 
written cards, are imperative and 
are serving the writing gentry well. 
And as far as dough is concerned, 
the boys are doing mucn better than 
Shakespeare. 





Renewals 





National Sugar Refining. 
extended its Jack Frost Melody Mo- 
ments on NBC’s blue (WJZ) string 
Monday nights for another 62 
weeks, effective with June 26. 

Sun Oil Co. Though current con- 
tract isn’t due to expire until Dec, 
14, refiner has added another 26 
weeks to Lowell Thomas’ spot on 
NBC. Guarantees that the news 
commentator stays until next June, 


ALLIED’S DISC BILLS 
Hollywood, May 15. 

Associated Broadcasting Co., for- 
merly at the Tec-Art studios, has 
incorporated under the name Allied 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Outfit intends building disc pro- 
grams. 
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BARBARA BLAIR 
““SNOONEY” 
Tues., 10 p. m. 


WABC-CBS Network 
FIVE STAR THEATRE 


Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 








LEE SIMS 
ILOMAY BAILEY 


Chase & Sanborn Hour 
WEAF-NBC Network, 8-9 P.M., EDT 
Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 
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there’s his gag, neatly typed and 
ready as is or for tailoring. Gags 
that are sufficiently flexible for use 
in various situations are repeated in 
the files in rewritten forms. The 
same Automobile’ gag with a | 


slightly different angle may also be 
found under ‘Bicycle’ 


in addition to the files containing 


' 





Piano Duo with Xylophone Specialties 
Formerly on Lucky Strike, Regal 
Shoe, Capitol Theatre and other radie 
dates. Will consider summer spot 
and or can supply own men. 


“WINS, FRIDAYS, 4:15 P. M. 
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KING’S BREW 

With Al and Lee Reiser, Irene Tay- 
lor, Elmer Feldkamp, Merle John- 
ston 

Songs, Pianos, Band 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, Newark 

First of the New York brewers to 
take to the air, the King Co. is tell- 
ing its story twice a week through 
a conventionally routined half-hour 
song and instrumental affair. 
Though cast with capable enough 
specialists there's nothing distinctive 
about the period to merit better 
than passing attention, If they're 
tuned in on the station they'll keep 
on listening. Once on, the _ pot- 
pourri packs tune, pace and variety 
enough to make listening easy. But 
the chances of its being searched 
out are slim. 

If the rocking-chair element loses 
patience fault won't be with the en- 
tertainment. Rather will it be due 
to the m.c. and the plug pushing. 
His every word is shouted and over- 
emphasized, a style that lost caste 
some time ago. Though the sales 
spiel gushes, the copy could be ef- 
fective were it not for the irritating 
manner of its delivery. 

3ehind this melange of light en- 
tertainment is a studio unit under 
Merle Johnston's baton. Prominent 
is the band’s mixing of fast and hot 
rhythms with snappy march tunes 
and arresting arrangements of mel- 
odies of the romantic genre. Odec. 


THE MOUNTAINEERS 
Hill Billies 

Sustaining 

WMBQ, Brooklyn 

Four hill billies from Bear Moun- 
tain, or maybe the reason why it’s 
so bad is that it’s authentic. They 
were on WMBQ, small indie station 
in Brooklyn for a quarter-hour, and 
that seems to be their limit. 

There’s as many hill billy combos 
fn radio now as adagio dancers in 
vaudeville. Both have the same 
chance in their respective fields. 

Bige. 
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TSA LOVELY NIGHT 


When THE FIVE STAR THEATRE 
Presents 


SOLLY WARD 


“DOTS EGGSAKTLY VOT | 
SZED” 








‘GAIETIES OF 1933’ 

Don Wilson, James Burroughs, Lee 
Lawrence, Harry Howe, Florence 
Gill, Clark and Cleary, Bob Burns, 
Homer Canfield 

Singing, Comedy, Instrumental 

Sustaining, 60 Mins. 

KFIi, Los Angeles 
‘Gaieties of 1933’ is a successor to 

this station’s ‘Fun Factory; one of 
the weakest of the weekly ether 
vaude shows in this territory. The 
new broadcast, on its initial bow 
(7), is somewhat of an improvement 
and holds possibilities. Like most 
of the air-vaude broadcasts here- 
abouts it’s an open house affair, 
studio being crowded with persons 
ready to shower vociferous applause 
regardless of the entertainment. 

Roger Penn's orchestra works all 
the way through and makes up for 
many shortcomings. Don Wilson, 
m. c.’s, and also clowns a bit with 
several of the participants. Out- 
standing contributions were by 
James Burroughs, who warbles a 
couple of tunes; Harry Howe, with 
a sax solo; Florence Gill, with a 
cackling hen impression, Clark and 
Cleary, gags; a marching song by 
what sounded like a _ quartet; 
Homer Canfield’s tenor selection; a 
cornet solo by Howard Fennimore, 
and comedy and harmony by the 
Indigo trio. 

Not so forte was a blues by Lee 
Lawrence; a motion picture pro- 
duction burlesque and some of the 
interpolated comedy. Program runs 
a full hour, witl only commercial 
slant a plug at half-hour time for 
Terraplane cars, distributed by 
Earle C. Anthony, who operates the 
station, Fdwa, 








ROBERT FISHER 

Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Winner of the local Atwater Kent 
audition and recipient of honorable 
mention in New York, Fisher sings 
15-minute afternoon programs. Also 
does an evening broadcast with or- 
gan accompaniment, 

Fisher has a resonant baritone, 
well trained and intelligently 
handled. No trick stuff and sings 
standard numbers. At times his 
style is a bit florid and his volume 
rather heavy. 

Little to-do is made about his 
afternoon programs, perhaps. be- 
cause station management does not 
think they carry popular appeal. 
He would fit into a period which 
aims at ‘class’ atmosphere. Jaco. 


DICK LEIBERT 
Organ 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Solo organist at Radio City Music 
Hall now broadcasts an 8 to 8:30 
a. m. program thrice weekly, alter- 
nating on this slot with Doc Whip- 
ple, consolist at NBC’s Cleveland 
station. The Music Hall instrument 
is fine-toned and. Leibert manipu- 
lates it skillfully. He plays classical 
and pops, most of the arrangements 
on the pops being his own. 

The announcing, usually handled 
by Frank Singiser or Clyde Kittell, 
is bright and cheery, but too much 
time is consumed in comments on 
numbers and on Leibert’s interpre- 
tation of them. His playing speaks 
for itself. The Music Hall, of course, 
is plugged during the broadcast, 


Leo WEBER and Johnny WINTERS 
Organists 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 1 

NBC must have figured that since 
Fred Feibel’s organ reveille at 7:30- 
8 a. m. every morning is such a 
popular early interlude, they should 
acquire a couple of their own Wur- 
litzer specialists. Thus Leo Weber 
and Johnny Winters are spotted at 
10:15-10:30 a. m. via WEAF, at dual 
consoles, direct from the Wurlitzer 
studios. 

They do pops like Feibel (who is 
picked up from the Paramount the- 
atre, also at a Wurlitzer) in pleas- 
ant fashion. It’s a mild quarter- 
hour filler-inner, but doesn’t offer 
much distinction. Abel. 


ORVILLE KNAPP ORCHESTRA 
Sustaining 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Billed as coming direct from the 
Park Avenue Club, New York, out- 
fit is composed mostly of locals, 
although combo has a few in from 
the eastern spot. It’s Knapp’s first 
bow on the coast with a band of his 
own, 

Orchestra follows the Eddie 
Duchin pattern, using no alto sax, 
the reed section comprising but a 
tenor and two baritones and giving 
a richer quality than the usual re- 
mote material from local. spots. 


that is uncommon here- 
Pickup could be improved 
Stan. 


tication 
abouts. 
to give the brass a break. 





BROOK ALLEN 
Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WMCA, New York 
In Brook Allen, 
has assured itself, 


Bost toothpaste 
as far as style 





COLUMDIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





imitations go, of a combination of 


Also, the band has an air of sophis- ! 


Test Tube Mugg 


(Continued from page 1) 


3.2 marathon. At the conclusion he 
tipped 165, , 

As to the reaction of the various 
brands, the mugg was considered an 
exceptionally good tube, physically. 
High complected, the bar mirror 
would have denoted any change in 
equilibrium long before the record- 
ers or the tester himself, would be 
aware of it. But the complexion 
remained at the same heat from 
start to finish at each sitting. 


One night in between the tests the 
mugg tried his own complexion, just 
to be sure that some metaphysical 
change had not come abou: in the 
meantime which wuld disqualify 
the color credit. On this occasion 
he drank some unlabeled brew. Just 
five shells of it were sufficient to 
suffuse a slightly deeper red, never 
apparent by a pigment during the 
legal quaffings. 

The reactions on ‘the morning 
after’ were important. With certain 
of the brands, breakfast was unin- 
viting. There was a manifest slug- 
g.shness, remaining for an hour or 
so, but not of such duration as to 
interfere with the tester’s work. 
With others there was no reaction 
at all. But, with two of the brands 
there was a marked increase in de- 
sire for bacon and eggs. 


One Rye and Ouch! 


The mugg, for his own benefit, 
claimed that tests of this kind in no 
way impair the tester’s means of 
livelihood, if conducted in a purely 
professional manner, Future testers 
who would deviate could well take 
caution from what ‘Variety’s’ tester 
observed during the period of tests. 
As dormant as legal beer has been 
proven by the world's first BBO, the 
human mugg test tube discovered, 
o. other nights, that by adding 
even as much as two slugs of rye to 
five steins of beer the registration 
was as though a pint of hard stuff 
had been voided on the spot. 

To certify the cold scientific facts 
unearthed by the No. 1 mugg tester, 
‘Variety’ put on a No. 2 mugg tester. 
It was found by the No. 2 mugg that 
No. 1 was so busy testing the 
liquids, he forgot to consume solids 
—in other words, he did a Gandhi 
on the chef. He was also found to 
be worrying about the checks for 
the large orders of 3.2 without as- 
surance of an expense account, and 
that might have had something to 
do with it. 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 19) 


been made general manager of the 
Empress and _ Bijou, and Don 
Hoogler, Bloomington, transferred 
here as manager of the Lincoln. 

Thomas J. Ftmin and John 
Wendel remain as managers of the 
Empress and Bijou, respectively 
under Witte’s supervision. 








New York. 
James C. Furman, publicity-ad- 
vertising director for Loew's, Jersey 
City, to Loew's State, Newark, 
dividing his duties between the two. 


Baltimore. 


Just to be different, H. M. Phelps 
who had his theatre closed all 
winter, will shortly open the picture 
spot in Sykesville. It’s a small- 
town spot on the fringe of Balti- 
more, and an upstairs auditorium. 





Worcester Mgr. 
Worcester, May 15. 


Once again the Warner is under 
new management with Howard W. 
Pettingill at the helm. Pettengill 
replaced Ted Barker last week, 
who was transferred to a Warner 
house in Danbury, Conn. Barker 
had been here about a month. 
Pettingill comes here this time from 
Lynn. 


Warner 





Columbo, Crosby and Kate Smith, 
with an overstressed southern dia- 
lect tossed in for good measure. 
Lad can carry a moon and June 
melody and packs a nice baritone, 
but lacks a semblance of individual 
style. 

Allen announces his own numbers 
with frequent references to his ’way 
down yonder’ origin and also ped- 
dies the dentrifice plug between 
warbling. For accompaniment a 
guitar and piano alternate. 

Program, spotted Friday nights, 
has a word building contest tied 
with it. Together with a weekly 
watch give away there are a couple 
of grand prizes in the offing, round 
trips to the Chicago World’s Fair. 
For this indie outlet’s regular clien- 
tele Allen’s talent should manage to 





pass muster. Odec. 


Ether 


Irene Bordoni and Emil Coleman's 
orchestra are being bug up via 
WJZ nites for a quarter ¢? an hour. 
Both are the joint features at the 
new Carlton Club, New York, but 
whether picked up from the cafe or 
direct from the studio, the club 
isn't mentioned. 

Miss Bordoni is not new to the 
air, having commercialized with 
Fleischmann Yeast, et al., off and 
on, and Coleman likewise is not a 
novice before a mike. They come 
through nicely with Miss Bordoni's 
distinctive style of songaloging and 
Coleman's high-calibred dansapa- 
tion, 





Nick Kenny’s Radio Scandals re- 
vue, late Saturday nights via 
WMCA, must have some sort of an 
audience, else it wouldn't be on the 
air so consistently. But while it’s 
not banal, it smacks of an amateur- 
ishness and general catch-as-catch- 
can presentation. Kenny is radio 
editor of the N. Y. ‘Daily Mirror, 
tab. 

Primarily the period impresses as 
a free-for-all song plugfest for 
Kenny’s past and present tunes, or 
for some of his collaborators’ num- 
bers, such as Abner Silver, who is 
presently co-writing with Kenny, 
but whose ‘Farewell to Arms’ is an 
outside effort. 

In between the Kenny airs, some 
of those ‘pomes’ of his, are intro- 
duced amateurs and the general 
broadcasting of superlative greet- 
ings and felicitations to this and 
that individual. 

The answer to the Kenny’s Radio 
Scandals appeal may be found in 
the opinion oft expressed among 
chain men that too smooth and 
well-paced ethereal proceedings 
sometimes get on people’s nerves. 
Hence, the somewhat al fresco 
pace which Kenny sets, with his 
well-meant, husky and decidedly 
individual delivery, might be the 
answer to whatever listening rol- 
lowing this weekly radio revue 
enjoys. 


That lady announcer who reads 
off the commercial plugs on WMBQ, 
the ‘Home, Sweet Home Station’ of 
Brooklyn, is probably a lady but 
she’s no announcer. She talks in 
the womanly § fashion—fast—and 
what she says remains her own 
secret. Station, through its lady 
announcer,: slips in two or three 
consecutive plugs for as many 
clients between programs, or about 
every 15 minutes. The lady an- 
nounces the names of the adver- 
tisers, mostly nabes retail clothing 
stores and such; their addresses, 
products and prices, and she talks 
shorthand. 


Fleischmann’s Thursday (11) hour 
reached big time proportions, both 
in quality and the line-up’s name 
tractiveness. It was more like what 
the air’s ace variety affair, with the 
whole field to pick from, should be. 
There is considerable basic simil- 
arity in the Fleischmann program 
on the radio and a vaudeville pro- 
gram in a theatre. The demands 
for new personalities weekly are the 
same, along with the necessity of 
variety in the acts. 

Booking task probably is not a 
simple one, since there must be at 
least one ‘name’ in addition to the 
quality required from the whole 
line-up in the way of entertainment. 
But the several programs preceding 
last week’s, on which Jimmy 
Durante and Ethel Waters were the 
clickers, failed to exhibit the pres- 
ence of sound judgment behind the 
selection of talent. A couple more 
like the Durante-Waters affairs will 
be needed to show it wasn’t an acci- 
dent. 

Durante’s few moments of sing- 
ing and talking in the Schnozzla 
style were about the most refresh- 
ing thing to hit the airwaves dur- 
ing the long reign of the straight 
gagging school. Using ‘A Nose 
Knows’ as his themer to start and 
finish, Durante mixed in ‘Yellow 
Shades’ and another song with some 
gags. They brought him on with 
‘Jimmy, the Well-Dressed Man.’ 
That Arab in mufti, Lou Clayton, 
was off the hoof for straight man 
purposes. The crazy, roughhouse 
spirit in the Durante manner seemed 
to catch immediately over the air. 
It’s a style that doesn’t have to 
‘grow’ on an audience. 

Miss Waters limited her offering 
to ‘Stormy Weather.’ If there were 
such a thing as a record of response 
for encores Miss Waters would have 
encored all night. No colored woman 
has yet reached prominence on 
radio, commercially or otherwise. 
If that’s ever done, Miss Waters 
will probably be the first tc do it. 
Montague Love followed the fashion 
set by Barrymore in his ‘Rasputin’ 
scene. His heavy playing of a liberal 
version of the Mad Monk’s last es- 
capade made for a good dramatic 
item, besides serving as a pace- 
changer on this hour show. 

Opening specialty turn was the 
Three Roberts, whose style doesn’t 
depart sufficiently to prevent com- 
parison with the Mills Bros. They’re 
an average novelty harmony com- 





bination with some possibilities. The 


Slants a 


Vallee band’s songstress, Alice Faye 
had two spots and the band itselé 
filled out the balance of the hour, 
From countless weekly auditj 

WCAE, Pittsburgh, vm picmen a 
youngster who may develop. Earl 
White's the name, a 16-year-old kid 
with a nice voice. Boy needs some 
training and a better projection, 


Femme comment particularly hag 
been encouraging. WCAE building 
him up with a five-minute evening 


spot daily at 6:40. Sings only one 
number, and teaser is bringing re. 
sults. 





With ‘The Case of Jane Doe’ 
(serial), discarded after the second 
episode, Chase & Sanborn last Sun- 
day night (14) brought in Walter 
C. Kelly to fill the void. For Kelly 
the engagement was in the nature 
gf a one program trial. His per- 
formance gave no indication that he 
is the solution to the java packer’s 
air problem. 

The Virginia Judge seems out of 
place on this whirl. His manner of 
introducing the program’s items and 
interpolating one of his negro dia- 
lect anecdotes not only slowed up 
the pace but failed to contribute 
any special humor to the occasion, 
At least he could have made a bet- 
ter selection of stories. 


Gibbons Goes on Air for 
Chicago’s Palmer House 


Palmer house, Chicago, has ree 
tained Floyd Gibbons for a five- 
week series of broadcasts to plug 
it as the hostelry headquarters of 
the Century Exposition of Prog- 
ress. Gibbons starts May 21 over 
an NBC hookup, the blue (WJZ) 
link and a group of supplementary 
stations. 

Arrangement is for three 15- 
minute stanzas a week. Contract 
was made by Gibbons direct with 
Monty Hackett, of the *Lord & 
Thomas agency, New York. 
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THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


Sole Direction 
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GUS 
VAN 


NOW APPEARING 


Week May 5 
Palace, Chicago 
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Davenport 


Orpheum, 


Week May 18 
Orpheum, New Orleans 
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BEER ACTS START TO WORK 





Stage Shows Making Gains, Units 
Entermg Wedge in Many Spots 





Minneapolis, May 15. 
Publix and RKO are going back 
to flesh in a big way in an effort 
to check the seasonal decline in at- 


tendance. 
Both the State and Orpheum, ace 


Publix and RKO houses here, will 


use stage shows, acts and bands fre- 
quently during the next several 
months, abandoning what was ex- 
pected to be permanent straight film 
policies. The State is seeking name 
attractions and will book as many 
of them as are obtainable, starting 
June 1. 

The Orpheum hopes to be able to 
offer stage shows every few weeks. 
It has the Bill Robinson unit this 
week on the heels of George White’s 
‘Scandals’ a few weeks ago. The 
Cab Calloway unit is underlined. 

When the Minnesota theatre re- 
opens in August it will offer a pit 
orchestra and show as a regular 
part of its fare. At the Lyceum, 
ace Duluth house, Publix is putting 
in Joe Barnett’s ‘Melody Lane Play- 


ers,” musical comedy tab, in con- 
junction with pictures, = starting 
May 19. 





St. Paul, Too 

St. Paul, May 15. 

Encouraged by the b.o. success 
of George White’s ‘Scandals’ and 
the following Mynchausen-White- 
man-Boswell unit, Manager Cliff 
Rust of the RKO has |} .oked the 
Bill Robinson ‘Goin’ to Town’ all- 
eolored company of 50 for week of 
May 20. Robinson is handled 
through Greenwald, Ins. 

Through the Mills- Rockwell 
Agency, Rust has booked Cab Cal- 
loway and his ork for one week be- 
ginning June 3. RKO lobby has 
been plastered with Calloway bally 
for the past month. 

Following the two weeks of col- 
ored hilarity and zip, Rust is bring- 
ing in Thurston and company (Mr. 
Morris). 





Revival in Northwest 
Portland, Ore., May 15. 

Quite a revival of small time 
Capitol 
(indie) got attention with Prof. 
Benarree, mentalist. Columbia (in- 
die) has Al Franks and his tab girl 
show. Hamrick’s Music Box, re- 
verted from burley, opened new 
vaude policy with Fox and Ferris, 
Moreno and Valencia, Russ and 
Jerry Trio, Emil and Leona, and 
Neal Abel. RKO Orpheum has been 
clicking fairly with regular vaude 
policy for some time. 

Though most of the local stage 
shows are small time and without 
Name acts, there is evident public 
tendency to go for stage shows. 





Deals in Oakland 

Oakland, Cal., May 15. 
Vaudeville seems to be on the 
Way again. There is a deal on for 
six acts at the Fulton, and another 
for vaude and pics at the Premier, 
where burlesque finally took flight 
after being cleaned up by the cops. 
The Fulton is also talking with 
Forrest Taylor, stock leading man 
who is trying to do a short season 
with luncheon clubs and civic or- 
ganizations buying out performances 
at rock bottom prices and taking 
the gross. Taylor has figured his 
hut at less than $175 a performance 
and the clubs get the rest, if any. 

Rotary is among those interested. 

Upstate Opposish 

Rochester, May 10. 
Success of flesh shows at the Re- 
gent brings back vaudeville to the 
RKO Palace for another try. Don 
Redman band opens the new policy 
With at least one and possibly three 


more shows in sight if first goes 
Over. 
Regent did so well with local 


Pickup unit. that it brought on reg- 
ular Broadway talent and packed 
‘em. Ann Pennington heads bill for 
Current week. Gus Blum’s orches- 
tra in the pit. 





Levy Adopts Vaudfilm 
Chicago, May 15. 


Ascher Levy is assuming opera- | to follow. 


+ 








A Rowdy’s Rep 





Hollywood, May 15. 


While playing the New 
Yorker here with his flock of 
stooges, the explosive Ted 


Healy rented a fine house and 
the stooges were his ‘guests.’ 

The earthquake, which made | 
‘plenty of racket, shook one of 
the stooges out of a sound 


slumber. Sleepy-eyed, he 
walked over the boss’ room, 
knocked on the door and 


yelped: 
‘Cut it out, willya, Ted?’ 


MUSIC HALL'S 
COMEDY SKETCH 


A straight dialog sketch in the 
6,000-seat Radio City Music Hall 
will be tried as part of the stage 
show next week (18). It’s Roxy’s 


idea. If successful it will be re- 
peated every week. 

Tom Howard will play the skits, 
all in a comedy vein, and is set for 
one week with options. Opener will 
be ‘The Holdup’, from a ‘Greenwich 
Village Follies’, with the Music Hall 
paying 1oyalties to Morris Green for 
its use. 

To bring the talking comedian 
closer to the audience, a special set 
will be built on part of the pneu- 
matic orchestra jit. That will bring 
Howard about 20 feet nearer to the 
first row than the present apron 
line. 


EVA PUCK SUING SAMMY 
WHITE FOR DIVORCE 


Chicago, May 15. 

Eva Puck’s suit for divorce from 
Sammy White comes up in Superior 
court tomorrow (Tuesday) before 
Judge Bicek, with Ben Ehrlich 
representing Miss Puck. Desertion 
is charged. 

They married ‘n 1922 and, as Puck 
and White, have been a standard 
team in vaudeville and musicals for 


years. 

Miss Puck was previously married 
to Aaron Kessler, RKO agent, by 
whom she had a daughter, now 19. 
Latter married last year. 























Bernard Expansion Plan 
Takes in Meiklejohn 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

William Meiklejohn, who opened 
the Jack Curtis agency in Holly- 
wood, has resigned to join Bern 
Bernard in the RKO office. 

Strictly a vaude office in the 
past, Bernard is now branching out 
to produce tabs and do a general 


picture business. Charles Hatch 
continues to handle the outdoor 
business, with Jack King, Jr., and 


Fred Verin booking the clubs. 





Eva Tanguay’s Operation 





Chicago, May 15. 
A successful operation on Eva 
Tanguay’s right eye was performed 
at the Michael Reese hospital last 
week by Dr. Harry C. Gradle. It is 


understood the other eye will be 

operated upon later. 
Former vaude headliner has been | 
blind of late, but is ex- | 


practically 


} 
| 
, : | 
pected to recover full sight in awed 
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tion of the Orpheum, Madison, Wis 
and opening a vaudfilm policy. First | 
stage attraction is Leo Salkin’s all- 
colored revue, ‘Dixie on Parade.’ 
Paul Ash unit and Alice Joy ar¢ 
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Looks Like Beer’s Promise 
to 1,000 Acts Being Ful- 
filled — Gardens, Cafes, 
Halls, Parks, Indoors and 
Out — Organized Book- 
ings Expected, Though 
None So Far— June 1 
Start 


THEATRES OUT 





Beneficial results for vaudevil- 
lians from the return of beer, for 
which there were fond hopes long 


‘before 3.2’s legalization, are begin- 


ning to take definite form. Re- 
ports from all over the country on 
the combination of beer with enter- 


tainment indicate the expectation 
that 1,000 acts may be put to work 
will be realized this summer. 

The rush toward beer gardens by 
people from all lines of endeavor, 
many of whom figure on preten- 
tious places with shows and or- 
chestras, is now going on all over 
the country. It’s happening in 
small towns as well as the key 
cities, and in outlying amusement 
parks and roadhouse locations all 
over. 

When the weather is amenable to 
open air operation, the rush will 
really have gotten under way, it is 
expected. That should be about 
June 1. By July 15, from all indi- 
cations, those 1,000 acts who have 
hoped for work will get it. 

All bookings for beer places open 
thus far have been on an unorgan- 
ized basis, with talent obtained 
from the nearest booking center. 
But the present strenuous efforts of 
New York booking men to grab the 
beer spots in view of vaude house 
famine points to a uniform booking 
system along regulation vaude 
booking lines, 

Not Much, but Money! 


For the acts the beer garden sal- 
aries won’t be very strong, but it’s 
figured they can’t be much lower 
than present vaude scale. The past 
winter was tough enough, but the 
coming summer is expected to be 
tougher still, a factor that has the 
acts scouting for beer garden open- 
ings in wholesale fashion. Summer 
camp jobs, which in the past car- 
ried many a vaudevillian over the 
summer hurdles, are not so desir- 
able this year. After the bad sum- 
ber of ‘32, and not wishing to take 
any chances this time, the camp 
and resort owners in the main are 
offering only the free board and 
vacation thing, plus just about 
enough coin on the sidé for cigarets. 

The roadhouse and beer garden 
boom in and around New York is 
getting to be more than a possi- 
bility, with spets already reported 
all getting in shape to open late 
this month. Bands and floor shows 
will be generally used. 

Although theatres have been 
mentioned among possible’ beer 
garden locations, such as the Win- 
ter Garden and Casino theatres in 
Times Square, it’s doubtful that 
more than a few theatres will be 
converted to 3.2 parlors. The cost 
of outfitting a theatre for beer gar- 
den purposes would run between 
$50,000 and $80,000, the big job be- 
ing tearing out the seats, rebuild- 
ing the floor and installing tables, 
plus the high cost of equipment. 
Prospective garden operators have 
found that it’s cheaper to take over 
pare walls, because a theatre 
would have to be cut down to the 
walls only before a garden could 
be installed, anyway. 

An example of what can happe 
metropolitan district is Mur- 


four 


in the 


iray’s Inn, Tuckahoe, N. Y., a near- 
'by Westchester location. The 
| place has been a dead loss for sev- 
eral years, but climbed into the 

class immeditely beer was 


The entertainment com- 


n/ nights when 


Place of Old 





DOC ELLIOTT OUT 


Hines Doubles For Two RKO Cleve. 
Houses Under Franklin 





Cleveland, May 16. 


William J. (‘Doc’) Elliott is out 
as manager of RKO-Keith’s 105th 
St. after five years, but may be 
shifted to another RKO house after 
returning from a trip to New York. 
Frank Hines as a result to man- 
age both Keith’s 105 and downtown 
Palace, with J. J. Franklin as city 
manager. 


$150,000 FOR 
NVA IN DRIVE 


Returns in so far indicate the N. 
V. A. drive two weeks ago in 1,800 
theatres grossed about $150,000 
through audience collections. About 
one-third of the reports are in. 

If the incomplete report is ap- 
proximately correct, it will be neces- 
sary to raise about $50,000 extra 
through other means for mainten- 
ance of the NVA for another year. 

Part of the additional funds need- 
ed will be raised at the club’s big 
benefit show act Madison Square 
Garden in October, it is expected. 


L. A. CO-OP VAUDE AT 
$2 AN ACT PER WEEK 














+ 
vv 


Four Circuit Pact on Pay Cuts 
Stands, but Majority Rule Takes 


Black-Ball System 


That the four major variety cir- 
cuits—Loew, RKO, Warner and 
Publix—are determined to continue 
all stage bookings under the exist- 
ing salary agreement, now appears 
certain, They have decided to over- 
look minor disagreements growing 
out of the salary committee’s rules 
and regulations, because, they be- 
lieve, the agreement is basically 
sound and its strict enforcement is 
necessary if vaudeville is to survive 
in circuit theatres. 

Among the petty annoyances’ 
are recent charges of favoritism 
and alleged attempts by the par- 
ticipating circuits to get around the 
agreement without technically vio- 
lating its terms. These were de- 
scribed by one circuit exec as ‘only 
natural in a business where com- 
petition is such a big element.’ He 
also expressed the circuits’ belief 
that matters will work themselves 
out after the ‘petty annoyance’ 
stage has been passed, and that the 
basic purpose of the agreement—to 
bring down salaries—will eventually 
get the desired results. 


Black Ball System 


Among ‘petty annoyances’ was a 
committee rule by which one dis- 
senting vote cast by any of the four 
members, each representing his re- 
spective circuit, would force a nega- 
tive opinion from the whole com- 
mittee, The majority vote now 
rules under a change made last 
week and decisions no longer must 
be unanimous. 


Reported to have forced this 
change was the case involving 
Arthur Tracy (‘Street Singer’), 


Tracy’s salary had been cut to 
$1,500 by the committee. He was 
offered a week at the Music Hall, 
but demanded $1,750. RKO re- 
quested the committee’s permission 
to play Tracy at the higher figure, 





Hollywood, May 15. 

Co-op vaude proved a‘floppo at 
the Mirror here, and beginning 
Saturday (13) the stage portion of 
the program went on a $500 budget 
per week. 

Now booking the house is Ear] 
Keats, formerly of Fanchon and 
Marco. 

Under the co-op plan, members 
of the acts were reported receiving 
around $2 each 1s their split one 
week. 





prises a dance band, rumba or- 
chestra and a floor show consist- 
ing of five veude turns. Its Satur- 
day attendance since beer’s come- 
back has been near-capacity, with 
as many as 800 seated at a time on 
a $2 minimum c.eck arrangement. 





Ohio Strong for Gardens 
Canton, O., May 15. 

Return of legalized brew has been 
the salvation of many struggling 
night-club spots in these parts, 
which threatened most any time to 
pass from existence, but now will be 
able to make the grade. Restau- 
rants are doing a flourishing busi- 
ness, night clubs are attracting in- 
creased patronage, and dine-and- 
dance spots are thriving under the 
new setup. Within a fortnight not 
less than a dozen amusement parks 
in this area will be dispensing suds 
in newly opened beer gardens, which 
will represent the outlay of* thou- 
sands of dollars for equipment, en- 
tertainment and music. 
Car! Sinclair, general manager of 
Meyers Lake park here, beat the lo- 
cal park field to a beer garden. This 
spacious garden was opened the first 
night beer became legal in Ohio and 
has been doing a brisk business ever 
since, some nights being capacity. 
Eddie Gilornan, manager of Idora 
park at Youngstown, is managing to 
keep beer foaming in his resort, on 
a name dance band is 
playing at the pavilion, by keeping 
open a temporary Heidelberg vil- 
lage. Work is being rushed on a 
permanent beer garden to open with 
the park’s inaugural May 27. 
Oscar Peck at field 


Spring Lake 





(Continued on page 48) 





but was voted down by one dis- 
senting ballot cast by Loew’s, al- 
though both Publix and Warners 
sided with RKO. Under the new 
rules the 2 to 1 vote would have 
given the decision to RKO. 

The middle western situation re- 
mains unchanged, from accounts, 
with Nate Blumberg, operating the 
Orpheum receivership houses for 
RKO, reported as still determined 
to play shows on percentage de- 
spite the salary committee’s objec- 
tions. Blumberg’s stand is that the 
Orpheum bondholders’ will not 
countenance policy dictation from 
opposition circuits. As a result of 
Blumberg’s position, Balaban & 
Katz (Chicago), whose houses are 
in competition with the Orpheums, 
is said to be considering with- 
drawing from the agreement. 

RKO Standing Fast 

That RKO will withdraw was 
denied yesterday (Monday) by 
Harold B. Franklin, who stated 
salaries must come down, and that 
the agreement is the only way to 
bring them down quickly and gen- 
erally. The contention of other 
RKO execs that RKO was ‘getting 
the worst’ of the agreement, due to 
the necessity of paying railroad 
fares for its long out of town 
jumps, while Loew and the others 
offered economical routes in close 
proximity to New York, was men- 
tioned to Franklin. 


‘That’s our tough luck,’. he re- 
plied, adding that all circuits in- 
volved must stand for some incon- 


veniences if the ultimate salary re- 
duction goal is to be reached. 
At a meeting yesterday the vari- 


ous circuit heads reiterated their 
| intentions of abiding by the agree- 
ment, in order to dispose of rumors 
to the contrary, and thus made it 


official 


Wesley Eddy Broke 


Edward Keno, professionally Wes- 


ley Eddy, currently the m.c. at the 
Fox, Brooklyn, turned to the bank- 
ruptey courts in that borough last 
week with his financial worries. 

Eddy’s Habilities total $5,218; no 
assets, 
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LEWIS 


BROOKLYN “TIMES” 


“Only God can make a trio like 
this.” 


“THE BILLBOARD” 


“Socked over to tremendous ap- 
plause and deserved all they 
got.” 


Radio City Music Hall 
(Week April 27) 


THIS WEEK, MAY 12 


RKO Roxy, New York 




















occasional stage features, The 
Broadway now under the Hamrick 
banner and the Hamrick Blue 
Mouse and Temple are out, 

Me might make a deal with H. T. 
Moore who is operating his own 
Rialto, former Fox house with an- 
cients at 10c, but stage and chairs 
small. Riveria small deluxer not for 
lease. 

Press story was a laugh here that 
Pan was coming back to Tacoma. 





Hoblitzelle’s in Dallas 
From Grind to 3-a-Day 


Dallas, May 15. 


Latest change by Karl Hoblitzelle 
in his return role as owner of the 
Majestic (ex-RKO), switches this 


Hoblitzelle intends to keep show 































































RKO Palace theatre, which re-. 
cently inaugurated a policy of pre- 
sentation unit shows with films, is 
dark again. RKO corporation, in 
receivership, defaulted its lease ef- 
fective with the closing of the the- 
atre on last Friday, 

H. E. Andress, prez of the landlord 
company, said a decision is due 
soon on future operation of the 
house, as a meeting of directors is 
to be held soon to determine if the 
house will be reopened. 

The lease to the Akron Operating 
Company, in which RKO held half 
interest, was for 20 years, and pro- 
vided for $31,500 a year rental. 





Radio Smartens ’*Em 


(Continued from page 1) 


Socially the radio’s influgnce can 




















TALK VAUDE FOR CANTON 
Canton, O., May 15. 

Vaudeville is again being consid- 
ered to replace straight films at 
Loews. Admittedly poor business 
at the local house as well as others 
of the circuit’s houses, is said by 
executives to have prompted the 
plan for change of policy. 

Columbus. also is mentioned for 
stage shows, 





Hall Family Unit on View 
Chicago, May 15. 
Vaude revue headed by James 
Hall of pictures and Billy ‘Swede’ 
Hall, his stepfather, will be given 
the once-over by Balaban & Katz 


chorus girls, and eight principals. 





























Tour D racTion 


house from grind policy into three- : : : Gundan. Maw $1. . Meesial. chown LEIGHTON S LEFFLER 
COSTUMES a-day schedule except Saturday-| ly for the first time in the history rs ad = el. Pp 8 14) West 4ATH SE 
Sunday. Ads refer to change as|of their disorganized and chaotic ate has been arranged for the NY. 
‘summer policy.’ calling. Terminal theatre. . NEW YORK, fe 
Unit carries 12 musicians, 10 


At Bargain Prices 
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TE 
PALACE, N. Y. 


week’s Palace gross was 
It was the second week of 
audfilm under the return to _the 
yembination policy. Business Sat- 
rday afternoon indicated the third 
. ill not be much of an im- 


Last 
$5,000. 


eek WwW ; c | 
vrovement. ‘Silver Cord’ (Radio), 
ee second run here following the 


sic Hall, is on the screen, mated 
saneic Mfive-act bill of fair merit, 
put doubtful drawing capabilities. 

Ben Dova, Hall and Dennison and 
Block and fully, first, second and 
fourth, respectively, are the stand- 
ards, while Neville Fleeson in a new 
act and Howard Marsh with a 
boiled down version of his male 
ginging turn complete the layout. 


Fleeson (New Acts) -has_ three 
ris with him now. Billing reads, 
‘with Helen Denizon.’ Charlotte 
Murrie is mentioned outside, but 
t on the cards, and another girl 
ts no billing at all. Fleeson’s 17 
minutes brought visions of the old 
Palace, as did Block and Sully in 
‘their trim, polished cross-fire rou- 


tine. 

The combination of Wilbur Hall, 
ex-Whiteman musician, and the 
eomely Miss Dennison is a good 
one, for the ;irl’s looks and pleas- 
ant straighting are properly oppo- 
gite Hall’s musical hoke and com- 
edy getup. Miss Dennison’s at- 
tempts at versatility provide a rea- 
gon for her being on during most 
of the turn, although she'd be tak- 
ing less chance of reversing an 
otherwise *°.d impression if she 
dropped her clarinet solo. 


Marsh, who can't forget ‘The Stu- 
dent Prince’ himself and won’t let 
his audience forget it either, makes 
up for it with his singing and the 
rousing vocalizing of his eight 
‘chorus men, The band formerly 
carried by the act, and which made 
it too heavy for practical vaude 
es in these slim days, has 

en dispensed with. Ben Dova 


' gave ’em the lamppost balaneing 


as the show’s opener. He’s now 


played the three RKO downtown 


houses in a row, starting at the 


' Music Hall, within a month. 


Bige. 





STATE 


Acceptable routine show that 


rege better than it looks on paper. 


o name for a special draw, but 


the film, ‘Pick Up’ (Par), with 


George Raft and Sylvia Sydney, 


may be depended upon for marquee 


‘ importance and insures screen at- 


tention. Pattern of the layout is 


- that of four individual specialties 


followed by the Benny Davis 
‘Broadway Stars of the Future’ col- 
lection, closing the bill and taking 
up about half an hour, Collection 
of individuals grouped into a unit 
is open to question as a closing 
feature, since it starts the show all 
over again instead of delivering a 
quick, brisk punch for a top-off. 
Anyhow, on applause returns it 
worked neatly here. 


Opening are John and Mary Ma- 


80n, novelty roller skaters, who have 


evolved an audience twist that gives 


> a capital comedy slant to a straight 


specialty and puts this pair over in 
the early spot for a bang. Team 
petite blonde and two nice looking 
boys, confine themselves largely to 
spin holds for the straight portion 
and for a finish invite members of 
the audience up to take part in the 
dizzy pirouettes. Laughs come from 
an awkward young man adventurer 
with couple of women later, finish- 
ing with a mammoth femme, so 
hefty both boys ‘have to support 
her for the whirl. First rate laugh- 
ing finish to an interesting opener. 


Lee Morse, who has gained plenty 
of attention on the air, is in the 
No. 2 position. Quiet single singer 
furnishes a change of pace from the 
preceding uproar and does an in- 
teresting straight turn displaying a 
nice mike voice of extraordinary 
range. Trick arrangement of ‘Wake 
Up Smiling’ supplies excellent finish 
giving emphasis to the contralto 
tones as well as the soprano range. 
Girl makes nice appearance and the 
simplicity of the turn recommends 


Arnaut Bros., the bird clowns, fill 
in No. 3 trimly. Act probably is as 
familiar to the Square as the trapeze 
girl electric sign, but is still one of 
the solidest standards in the list. 
Pair change some of premilinary 
details and show a new drop occa- 
sionally, but the meat of the turn, 
the violin tricks and the bird flirta- 
tion, remain. 

Harry Rose, at home in this house. 
. c.’.d numberless 
bills, filled a brisk 14 minutes of 
clowning and topical number all on 
his own without the personally con- 
ducted function of the bill seller. 
Satisfactory returns and adding his 


. Quota to the good comedy values 


of the show. 

Benny Davis and his crew of 
youngsters called attention anew to 
the familiarity of the bill's make- 
up. Davis has been around these 
corners a good deal in the last six 
months and his lineup remains sub- 
stantially unchanged. One new 
item is a tall youth gifted with as- 
tonishing dexterity in. the manip- 
ulation of the yo-yo top, which de- 
tail Was received by this Friday 
hight crowd with interest beyond 
Its deserts, 

Youngsters put a Jot of spirit into 
performance and the half 








hour they take up passes entertain- 
ingly. Davis makes a mistake in 
monopolizing the center. His finale 
contribution—singing snatches of 
the familiar numbers he has writ- 
ten— it sure-fire and strongh enough 
to deserve nursing along. His pres- | 
ent method is to conduct a strong- 
arm sale of his pupils throughout | 
the act so that by the time he gets 
around to his own contribution he 
has nearly stayed the limit of his 
welcome, Rush. 


CIRCLE, NEW YORK 


Circle still holds on to its vaude- 
ville classification, though it’s two 
to one in favor of the films. Pic- 


tures take up more than two hours 
with a double bill and a comedy, 
while in the in-person contingent 
nails down 46 minutes, which in- 
cludes about an inch and a half of 
overture by the five-piece band. 
Show as a whole runs better than 
three hours, which is plenty for the 
two-bit price, but the patrons seem 
to figure it’s value. 


Payoff is mostly the final night 
show and week-ends, with only one 
vaude session after 8 p.m., and most 
of the customers around there don’t 
get home until after that. But the 
house keeps going, and so it must 
be profitable in spite of the dead 
spots. And it’s not a bad show for 
the money and the locality. It seems 
to please the patrons, and that’s all 
any bill can do. 


Bill switches three times a week, 
though the current bill gives the 
layout as Sunday-Tuesday, Wednes- 
day-Thursday and then Friday to 
Sunday, which gives two three-day 
sessions, 


Midweek session opens with Geo. 
E. Herman, an old style contortion 
act, but effective, and with a good 
opening—a _ sketchy interior’ set 
with a skull on the table. Skull 
comes to life and table breaks to 
discover the rest of Herman neatly 
folded inside. He seems to hark 
back to the days when what per- 
formers used to call ‘class’ was su- 
perior to jazz. Result is a smooth 
effort nicely timed to the music for 
a sort of rhythm effect that a more 
modern worker probably would 
scorn. Simple contortions and 
acrobatics, but ending with a well- 
done corkscrew that is a complete 
half turn. Still appreciated by the 
family trade, and off to a deserv- 
edly good hand. 


Second is a team of soft-shoe 
hoofers in bellhop costumes, man 
and woman, apparently colored, 
though the use of colored lights 
throughout the act makes it diffi- 
cult to determine. The man is much 
ahead of his partner, who is more 
on looks than stepology, but she 
holds her end up well enough, and 
they don’t try to sing, which ex- 


j 
| 


| such compliment. 
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PALLADIUM, LONDON | 


London, May 3. 


Second edition of the fourth | 
Crazy Season’ opened May 1, with | 
the press invited the second day to 
pass comment on the show, thus! 


fiving it a chance to get settled be- 
fore getting the once over Show 
adverises 12 new scenes, with most 
of them anything but deserving of | 


First there is the Crazy 
Squad scene, in which the 
members of the gang 
comedy on play titles. 
variation on 
titles’ gag. 

A scene, ‘Furniture on the Hire 
System,’ with Teddy Knox as the 
explainer, Bud Flanagan portraying 
various articles of furniture, with 
Billy Caryll and Hilda Mundy help- 
ing, is far from funny, and at times 
borders on boredom. 

Another has Hamilton Conrad’s 
pigeons, with Eddie Gray as the 
trainer. In this the pigeons are 
very good. Interruptions also come 
from Teddy Knox and Charles 
Naughton, seated in a box and 
cross-talking with Gray. 

‘I Want a Rest,’ with some of the 
gang located in a rest hospital is 
hokum of the hokiest type, but be- 
gins to drag after a flying start. 

William and Joe Mandel do their 
specialty, being introduced in the 
‘Stage Hands.’ This is done well 
and could have been really funny. 
As is, it is anything but. However, 
the Manéels overcome this with 
their clever comedy, and retire to a 
good hand. 

‘Out Patients’ is all about a bunch 
of people waiting at the dentist’s for 
extractions, with the comedy sup- 
plied by most of the gang. Whole 
thing was done in a less elaborate 
form by Collinson and Dean as a 
sketch in vaudeville years ago. 
There is nothing new in it. 

‘Fire Drill by the Gang’ is a messy 
affair, with plenty of water and 
flour, with several attempts at com- 
edy, but failing through lack of ma- 
terial. 

A sketch, ‘Good Night,’ all about 
a somnambulist woman, who wan- 
ders out of her room at the ring of 
a bell, was done here several years 
ago, in Jean Bedini’s ‘You’d Be Sur- 
prised,’ at the Opera house and 
afterwards at the Alhambra, and 
was much funnier then. Omar gets 
a scene for himself and goes 


Flying | 
various | 
indulge in 

This is a 
the previous ‘song- 


| 15 Mins.; 


'a radio name there was a better 
reason for a stage turn by Tony 
Wons than there is now. He's no 
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TONY WONS (3) 


| Recitations and Piano 


Two 
Capitol, New York 
When Tony ~vons was red hot as 


longer the star that he was in radio, 
where he belongs, which lessens his 
value for the stage, where he 
doesn't belong. 
With Wons, like 
from alien show fields, 
thing that can atone for lack of 
entertainment quality is drawing 
ability. He wasn’t drawing at the 
Capitol Friday night (12) and his 
entertainment score was pretty low. 
Wons’ own offering comprises 
some talk at the beginning, a bit of 
Shakespeare's ‘Merchant of Ven- 
ice’ in the middle of a recitation at 
the finish—all through the mike. 
Inclusion of a jazz piano team of 
two strawberry blondes with two 
spots on their own, might be con- 
sidered sacrilege by the remainder 
of Wons’ ether following. 

The tendency is to play down the 
Wons brand of homey philosophy 
during most of the act, but that’s 
made up for in the closing recita- 
tion. It’s about a man who loved, 
red balloons when he was a boy. 
But he’s quite sad because when 
he sees a red balloon now, he hasn't 
the old urge to buy one. Bige. 


MARY PALMER and CO. (2) 
Animal 

16 Mins., Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

It’s a simple collection of stunts 
through which ‘this mixed pair of 
ringmasters put their dogs and 
pony, but the routine from start to 
finish is ideally suited for the class 
of naborhood house into which the 
Orpheum falls. Only animal in the 
act that represents standout flair 
and training is the pony, among 
whose bits are the conventional 
dance and march rhythm prancing, 
a boxing encounter with the man 
of the act and some tooting on a 
brass horn. 


many others 
the only 








through a routine of fast acrobatic 
dancing to a reception. 

The best scene is still ‘A Romance 
in Porcelain,’ featuring the Ganjou 
Brothers and Juanita Richards. 
This is the applause hit of the show 
despite boys are in their ninth week. 
The funniest bit in the show is a 
burlesque of the entire ‘Porcelain’ 
thing with the use of invisible wires. 
This will even be funnier when it 
gets into stride. This closes the 
first half and saves the situation. 

‘Atlantic,’ from the Folies Ber- 
gere, loaned to the Palladium by 





cuses a lot. Winds up with a neat 
finish and strong enough to get 
them back. No program or an- 
nouncement, but either Wells and 
Annabel or Josephine and Carletta. 
Judging from the outside billing, 
probably the latter. 


Other duo are a man and woman 
who dance very little, with the 
woman exhibiting a fair voice and 
no idea of how to get lines over. 
Chatter is flat, drawing only a few 
laughs. Man does a brief bit of 
nimble hoofing, but still a weak 
spot on the bill. 

Brant, Orr and Martin seems to 
be Martin from another formation 
with new partners. Not listed in 
New Acts, so placed there for the 
record. Apparently a break-in for 
the nance and nut stuff and prom- 
ising, since there is a good demand 
for this type of act. They seem to 
have a couple of new gags, but it’s 
mostly the time-tried mayhem, and 
they rocked the house for the hit 
of the show. 

Closer is the Century Revue, five 
people. Starts off with a man and 
an accordion accompanying a girl 
with a nasal voice in ‘Play, Fiddle.’ 
Looks like trouble ahead, but a man 
and two girls tell them that’s not 
what the audience wants, so they 
retire before any real damage is 
done to eardrums, and the three 
hoofers go into their dance. The 
initial pair follow in an Apache 
adagio dance that has several good 
moments, but mostly dragging the 
girl around by the hair. The tossing 
is excellent. Two girl hoofers back, 
and then the adagio pair on again 
in new costumes, but clinging to 
the same figures, then the male 
hoofer alone and all on to close. 
Costumes are nothing to brag! 
about, though the adagio girl ha: 
some good ideas on dress, and not 
a spoonful of body white on the trio 
of girls. Nicely made up to the 
neck, but just soap and water be- 
low that. Probably the payoff does 
not permit a complete kalsomining 
twice a day. It’s good enough for 


' 

| 
its kind and better than a lot of | 
these small flashes, but all small | 
time. 

Features are ‘Parachute Jumper’ | 

(WRB) ana ‘That’s My Boy (Col). | 
Former is a January release with | 
‘Bov’ unleashed last O¢ tober Bu 
ap ‘ahead they had ‘State Fair and | 
‘Grand Slam,’ with ‘Kings Vaca- | 
tion’ and ‘Billion Dollar 5 andal | 
to follow, so they keep fairly up to 
date, probably easing over ay mid- 
reek wi a little older stu 
week with a li onic. 


Jack Taylor, is retained from the 
previous edition. This despite Tay- 
lor doing the same scene in his 
French revue at the Prince of 
Wales. Wilson, Kepple and Betty, 
put in to help the comedy along, go 
through their funny antics and sand 
dancing business and score. 

Closing scene is a _ replica of 
Hampstead Heath, a London minia- 
ture Coney Island, titled ‘’Appy 
’Ampstead,’ with entire cast dressed 
in cockney outfit, including pearl 
buttons and big caps. The punch 
items are the renditions of various 
old-time melodies by most of the 
gang. There is sufficient sentiment 
in this to give it a good send-off, 
with audience going away in a 
reminiscent mood, 

This ‘Crazy’ business is in for 
four more weeks and, judging by 
humor displayed, looks like Weston 
and Lee, the credited authors, have 
practically exhausted their stock 
and memory. Which means the end 
of it at this house for some time, 

And now the hunt for novelties to 
re-start real vaudeville that made 
this house world-famous has com- 
menced in earnest. House goes 
straight vaudeville June 5. 





ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Only four acts instead of the usual 
five for the week-end session, but 
two of them run rather long, and 
so the score is 54 minutes. All fa- 
miliar stuff, but pretty certain to 
click. Two of the four are comedy, 
which is fair enough, and while the 
acts do not joggle down into one of 
those happy accidents it’s far from 
being a poor mix either from the 
»ooking or the customer angle. 

Opener is the De Gouchis, troupe 
of four Jap acrobats, who mingle 
some swell ground tumbling with 
interesting risley work for a good 
score. Most of the stuff is showy, 
but there’s a hand stand down to 
the elbows and up to the hands 





again that doesn’t seem to be much 
to the audience, though it’s one of 
the best bits. 

Followed by Tucker and Smith, 
musical comedians, with one doing 
deadpan stuff and the other smiling 
enough for both. They collected a 
pack of laughs and vet went off to 


| 

+'a@ dead finish. Something along the | 
| hurrah line should be worked out} 
for the walkoff. It would help. 
Bernie and Emily are one of the | 
time fillers, with three routines by | 
the girls and three interludes by the! 
men The drunk bit scored, though | 


it is only laboriously funny. Man } 


Few, if any, are the complicated 
feats that the canine members of 


FRED ZIMBALIST (2) 
Harnionica, Singing 

9 Mins.; One 

Academy 


Although related to Ephraim 
Zimbalist, a cousin, Fred Zimbalist 
goes in for the harmonica in- 
stead of the violin. He gets a lot 
out of the lowly backyards instru- 
ment, but what he can't lend the 
scene in the way of class by his 
mouth organ, Zimbalist offers in the 
person of Mildred Hamlin, soprano, 


formerly of the San Carlo Opera 
Co. Together they make a team 
that’s duck soup for the average 
No. 2 spot. 

Zimbalist, himself formerly with 
Borrah Minevitch, opens with a 
semi-classical and difficult tune on 


the harmonica, then graciously in- 


troing Miss Hamlin. From here 
on it’s mostly Miss Hamlin, with 
Zimbalist accompanying her in 


operatic and other solos. She does 
an aria from ‘Traviata.’ excellently 
rendered, and ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.’ 

For a closer, Zimbalist plays “The 
Tango,’ written especially for the 
harmonica by Miss Hamlin, with 
author coming in on direct finish 
for a vocal windup. 

Act is not a pretentious one of its 
kind, but proves itself quite pleas- 
ing as entertainment. In addition 
to voice, Miss Hamlin adds much 
in the way of looks. ' 

No. 2 here Thursday eve and 
over pretty good. Char. 


BRANT, ORR and MARTIN 
Nut Comedy 
8 Mins., One 
Circle, N. Y: 


Apparently Martin of Mills, Kirk 
and Martin in a new lineup and 
not copying the old turn, but along 
the same general lines of nut .and 
nance stuff followed by a dozen kin- 
dred specialties. Nothing much 
that’s different in the material, so 
it all depends on the way it’s done. 
This trio can hold their end. 

Apparently one new idea when 
two of the men grab the third’s 
nose and lead him across the stage 
to the ‘Volga Boat Song,’ but for 





the menagerie are called upon to 
perform. Allotted them is the task 
of filling in the spaces between 
pony appearances with a cute as- 
sortment of comedy that includes 
the usual drunk takeoff and a pooch 
that’s always getting in the way or 
doing things contrariwise. 

As the opening turn it registered 
solidly on the laughs and applause 
here when caught. Odec. 





the greater part the usual hodge 
podge of face slapping and nance 
talk. Monkey bit where the man 
comes into the pit to examine the 
pianist’s head will have to go out in 
tthe better houses. 

Otherwise, @ »retty safe bet 
where they like this style, which 
seems to be most houses. Next to 
shut here and close to a show stop- 
per. Chic, 











is too determined to get the laughs 
to give any illusion. He's an actor 
doing a chore, and not particularly 
well. More naturalness would lift 
the curse. Two of the dances suf+ 
fered somewhat from an effort to 
light the full stage with one spot 
and no help from the footlights. 
Lights full on would help mate- 
rially, and they gain nothing from 
the spot, since they’re not spotted. 
Third section, an acrobatic dance 
on the stairway, is better seen, 
since the light is concentrated on 
only half the stage width. Their 
bends and cartwheels coming 
downstairs form the highlight of 
the turn. The two men do not fig- 
ure importantly on the act, and the 
one who does the singing is rather 
less than a help, though he gives 
the girls a chance to get a rest. 


Weist and Stanton close. They 
have a new backdrop for the infir- 
mary bit, but such new lines as ap- 
pear are evidently a bid to get 
laughs out of the men in the pit. 
Turn is getting creaky in the joints, 
but still seems to be good for the 
laughs. 

Film, ‘Today We Live’ (Metro), 
is so long that there is no room for 
the usual shorts, and only the news- 
reel backs up the feature. Usual 
trailer interpolation shortens the 
clips. It might be interesting to try 
a full newsreel some time and see 
what the audience thinks. Chic. 


HOLLYWOOD, L. A. 


Hollywood, May 12. 
Second week's bill since resump- 
tion of vaude here holds approxi- 
mately to same entertainment 
standard of the first stanza, when 
the new combo policy clicked with 
the locals. 
Six Candreva Brothers open with 
their usual routine of trumpet- 
playing. Act, though seen around 
here frequently, still garners the 
applause and proves able as the 
opener. 
In the 
Pinkie and 
wow of a 


deuce 
Terry 


spot are Ward, 
who turn out a 
performance with their 
clown dancing. Gal member turns 
in the snappiest routine of the 
three, although as-a combo it gets 
the best reception on the program. 





Will and Gladys Ahern and 
grother Dan return to these parts 
for the first time in months. Trio 





works under a handicap, due to fact | 
that Dan is only recently out of the’ 


hospital and unable to inject much 
pep into his dancing. Brother Will 
drags in off-color jokes which mar 
the act. Audience laughs at his 
first, but as ‘he continues he 
eventually receives only titters from 
a few. Reception fair for the trio. 
Spot four has Nelson and Knight 
with their usual wisecracks and 
other tomfoolery. Although some 
of their jokes have beards, audience 
at this house went for them. Capt. 
Willie Mauss closes with his wheel- 
within-wheels feat to a good hand. 
Max Fisher band is becoming ac- 
climated to the pit, and currently 
turns out an especially good over- 
ture built around Mother's day. 
‘Picture Snatcher’ (WR), news- 
reel and Vitaphone short complete 
the program. Biz second night big. 


MET., BROOKLYN 


Saturday mat’s clientele undoubt- 
edly had on previous occasions seen 
and heard Benny Rubin dish out 
exactly the same fare he feeds them 
this week, but that didn’t stop them 
from making him the white-haired 
boy of the stage assembly. It was 
his naborhood and his mob from the 
moment the comic’s moniker, her- 
alding his entrance, was flashed on 
the screen, and no matter what he 
said or did, they voted him a unan- 
imous ticket and clamored for more. 
Rubin's role here has him bobbing 
continuously in and out of the bill, 
and it’s a slick job he does of weld- 
ing the component acts into a rous- 
ing and swift-moving presentation 
and of keeping it buoyed up 
throughout. 

Early 35¢c tap had them stacked 
to near capacity on both the main 
arena and upper stretches. Threat- 
ening weather may have helped 
here, but the way they acted up to 
the show indicated they were get- 
ting crack entertainment at bargain 
prices. Doing the major balancing 
for the screen side of the scale this 
week is ‘The Barbarian’ (Metro). 
Also on view is a Laure] and Hardy 
short and the regulation news clips, 

Rubin got his initial inning im- 
Mediately following the overture. A 
couple of dialect anecdotes put them 
in good humor and the show proper 
started off with Alf W. Loyale’s ca- 
nine extravaganza. Class and show- 
manship told here from the start. 
The leaps, barks and comedy bits 
collected generously. 

Lillian Shade had the next stanza 
for her toreh laments, and she 

(Continued 6n page 61) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 18) 
THIS WEEK (May 11) 


Numerals in connection with bills below tnc.cate opening aay of 


show. whether ful! or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (11) 
‘farriet Hoctor 
Vick Long Jr 
teorge Chiles 
sabelle Herbert 
stella Power 
Palace (20) 

Lowe Bernoff & W 
(Four to fill) 


3 Keys 

James Barton Co 
Stuart & Lash 

V & B Epsena 
Ingenues 


(12) 


4 Franks 

Bill Telaak 
Morton Downey 
Watson Sis 





Ray Ellis & L 








JERSEY CITY 
Loews (19) 
Rurno & Whiteside 

Helen Lynd 
Lubin Larry & A 
Chas Foy Co 
Alex Morrison 
MONTREAL 
Ioews (19) 
Mickey King Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
M&A Skelly 
Sam Hearn 
Blondes & B'nettes 
NEWARK 
State (19) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Ruth Ford 
Chaney & Fox 


Bob Hall 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (19) 
‘Follow Thru’ 


PROVIDENCE 
Loews (19) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Ann Greenway 
Larry Rich Co 
Rains & Y¥ 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (19) 
Bernice & Emily 
Harry Seamon Co 
Rex Weber 
Smith Baltlew Orch 





(One to fill) 








AT THE 9 
GOOD OLE 
ROXY, NEW YORE 
This Week 
MILTON DOUGLAS 
Placed 
By LEDDY & SMITH 














Hall & Dennison 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Block & Sully 
Howard Marsh Co 


Academy of Music 
Ist half (20-23) 
George Price 
Sam Wooding Orch 
(Three to fill) 

2d balf (24-26) 
(To fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Anderson & Allen 
J & J McKenna 
Street Singer 
Butt & Buttons 
Wells & 4 Fays 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (20) 
Horace Heidt Orch 

Walter Walters 
(Two to fill) 

(13) 
Stan Kavanaugh 
‘flinor & Root 
Ross & Edwards 
Horace Heidt Orch 


Prospect 

Ist half (20-23) 
Robins Sis 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Johnny Woods 
Lee 2 Co 
(Three to fill) 

24 half (17-19) 
Case Bros & M 
Brent & Kaye 
Chas Kenper 
Rita Royce 
Don Santos 
4 Pennies 
Soe Browning 
Robins Fam 

ALBANY 
Palace 

Ist half (20-23) 
Street Singer 
(Four to fill) 

2d half (24-26) 
Robins Sis 
Morton Downey 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
DePace Co 
Ployd Christy Co 
Betty Cooper 
Gollette Lyons Co 
Rajah Raboid 

BOSTON 
Keiths (20) 
Arthur Petley Co 

Honey Boys 

Johnny Perkins 

Friedland Rev 
(13) 

Uyeno Japs 

Dave Harris 

Clifford & Marion 

Zimbalis 

Adier & Bradford 

CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keiths 

ist half (22-23) 

Cab Callowav Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (19) 
4 Queens 


DAVENPORT 
Keiths 

2d half (24-26) 

Cab Calloway Co 
HEMPSTE 


Rivoli 
ist half (20-23) 
4 Ortons 
Francis & Lloyd 
(Three to fill) 
lst half (13-16) 
Stanley Bros Co 
Gene Sheldon 
4 Pennies 
Cookie Bowers 
Rita Royce Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (20) 
White's Scandals 
NEWARK 


State (19) 
4 Trojans 
Sugar Cane 
Paula Stone Co 
Heller & Riley 
Irene — Co 
( 


Togo & Chiyo 

Morgan & Stone 

Doyle & Donnelly 

Hal Sherman ’ 

Renoff Renova & B . 
NEW NS 

State (18) 

Grace Edler Co 

Vox & Walters 

Carl Shaw Co 

Gus Van 

Mangean Interna'ls 

§ DeCardos 

4 Queens 

Bob Hope 

Rae Samuels 

Bob Hope's Co 


w% 


Chapelle & Carlton 
J & J McKenna 
Neville Fleesen Co 
Chas Melson 

Roxy Ens 


ROCHESTER 
Keiths (12) 
Redman’s Rev 
ST PAUL 
Keiths (20) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
SYRACUSE 
Keiths (12) 
Johnny Perkins 
Rath Bros 
12 Aristocrats 
Frescott 
TRENTON 
Capital 
ist half (20-23) 
Sensational Vardells 
F & J Hubert 
Johnny Woods 
Lee Twins Co 
2a half (24-26) 
(To fill) 
2a half (17-19) 
Rhythm Fantasy 
2 Daveys 
June Purcell 


‘ib 





Mills Gold Co 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 





This Week: Harry DeMuth, Dan Harrington 








WJ 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (19) 

Dick Powell 

Joan Blondell 

Stoopnagel & Bud 

(Two to fill) 
Boulevard 

1st half (19-22) 
Ann Pritchard Co 


Ray Saxe 

M Montgomery Co 

Weist & Stanton 
2d half (23-25) 

6 Arleys 

LePaul 

Manny King Co 

DiGitanos 


»~fOne to fill) 


Orpheum 
ist half (19-22) 
Hanson Co 
C & J Preisser 
Radio Rogues 
Bert Walton 
Anthony Trini Ore 


2d half (23-25) 
Dault & LaMarr 
Raymond Baird 
Pease & Nelson 
Sid Page 
Dean & Gibson Rev 

Paradise (19) 
Pasquali Bros 
Aunt Jemima 
Owen McGivney 
Milton Berle 

State (19) 
Paul Remos Co 
Hackett & Carthay 
Art Frank 
Lillian Shade 
Wm Demarest 
Thos 6 


Gates Ave 

Ist half (19-22) 
Dault & LaMarr 
Lawrence Gray 
Sid Page 
DiGitanes 

2d half (23-25) 
Canary Cittage 
Brent & Kaye 
C & J Preisser 
Ross & Edwards 
Anthony Trini Orch 


Metropolitan (19) 
DeGuchis 
Buster Shaver Co 
A & M Havel 
Will Mahoney 
Gracella & Th'dore 
Valencia (19) 
3 Victor Sis 
Sid Gary 
Ray Huling Co 
Yorke & King 
Kitchen Pirates 
BALTIMORE 
Century (19) 
Geo Prentice 
Vic Oliver 
Shim Timblin 
Ray Bolger 
Isham Jones Orch 
BOSTON 
Boston (19) 
3 St John Bros 
Cookie Bowers 
Stratford & M’berry 
Radio Rubes 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (19) 
1! A Sanabria‘s 
(To fill) 





| Hot Hartem Rev 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (19) 
4 Zelaya 


4 Steve Evans 


Highsmith & Link S 


| WARNER 








ELIZABETH 
Ri 


tz 
Ist half (19-22) 
Lawrence 6 
Reiss Irving & R 
Whispering J Smith 
Bert Gordon Co 
De Digatanos 
2a half (23-25) 


Living Jewelry 
Diamonds 





(Two to fill) 
(12) 


Bryant Raines & Y¥ 
Reis & Duna 
Bert Walton 
Joan Biondell 
Rimacs 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (19) 


12 Aristocrats 4 


Forsythe S’mon & F 
Nancy Garner 


ij W Powell Orch 


(12) 
Gracella & Th'dore 
Zelaya 
Dick Powell 
Radio Rogues 
June Carr 








Fanchon & Marco | 





NEW YORK CITY 

Roxy (19) 

Mullen Sis 

Barney Grant 
Givot 


RROOKLYN 
Fox (19) 
Georges Campo 

Lanny Ross 
Harriet Hutchins 
Bal Accordion 6 
Milton Douglas 
ATLANTA 
Fox (19) 
Harris 2 


x 


Fablo 

Do Do 
BOSTON 

Boston (19) 

Angus & 

Rimacs Orch 





DeWolfe M’calf & F 
EBlgins 

etropolitan (19) 
Brooks & Philson 
Mosconi Bros 
Martha Raye 
Major Sharp & M 
Dolores Ande & D 
Littie Jack Little 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyric (19) 

Monroe Bros 
Zelda Santley 
Billy & Babs 
Carrs 
Edaie Stanley 


Red Donahue & U 
Arren & Broderick 
9-10-Jack & Queen 





LONDON =| 





Week of 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (15-17) 


Peter Fannan 
2d half (18-20) 
Al Pleon & Lora’na 
Co. as booked 
Dominion 
Alfredo Bd 
New Victoria 
Beams Breezy B's 
Palladium 
Crazy Show 
Plaza 
Chick Endor 
Chas Farrell 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Alec Kellaway 
Addison & Sylvia 
Patricia Reomceuse 
Rink 
Krakajax 
DALSTON 
Picture House 
Parsons Bd 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Mexano Ba 
EDGEWARE ROAD 
Grand 
Ralfini Ba 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 
4 Musketeers 
Samehtini 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 


May 15 


ILFORD 

Super 
Mexano Bd 

ISLINGTON 

ue Hall 

ist half (15-17) 
A Pleon & Loranna 
Co as booked 

2a half (18-20) 
Highsmith. & Link S 
Peter Fannan 


LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Geraldo Orch 


KILBURN 
G 


Ralfini Bd 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Kelly & Grundy 
Taps & Tempo Co 
Joe Boganny Co 
Les Silvas 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Alec Kellaway 
Addison & Sylvia 
Patricia Rossbrough 
PECKHAM 


Tower 
Kelly & Grundy 
STAMFORD HILL 

Regent 


Parsons Bd 
STREATHAM 

Astoria 

J Hilton Bd 

ENHAM 


Mrs. 





Vanda & Viadimir 
Tom Lucas 


Palace 
Krakajax 








Provincial 


‘| Leitha 





BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Layton & Johnstone 

Alma Victoria 
Muldoon & O'Shea 
Wright & Marion 
Bud Richie 

Jones & Thomas 
Shaw & Stanton 
Juggling Demons 
7 Hindustans 


DUBLIN 

Capitol 
Geo Hurd 
Raie da Costa 


Week of May 15 


LEEDS 
Paramount 
Anna Neagle 
Plaza-Tiller Gis 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Carlo Medini 6 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
L Lake & B Morris 
Vesta Victoria 
Wilkie Bard 
Florence Smithson 
Fred Barnes 
Harry Champion 
Billy French 
Eddie Julian 
Stephan Bartle 











Cabarets 





Biarrits 


Mary Alice Rice 
Sonny Throwbridge 
4 Admirals 
Pancho’s Ore 


Biltmore Hotel 


Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Greenway 


Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Orch 
Carleton Club 


Duchin 





Irene Bordont 


NEW YORK CITY 


Fitzgibbons 
Emil Coleman Orc 


Chateau Internat’! 
Joe Moss Orch 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 


Club Mayfair 


Miilard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 

Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Reth Cannon 
f.ee 

Al Crawford 





Orch 


Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (12) 
Geergie Price 
Tamara Geva 
Pickens Sis 
Nell Kelly 
Jules Lande 
Walter Dare Whal 
T & B Wonder 
‘Eagle & Hawk’ 
RKO Roxy (12) 
Gertrude Hoffman 
Colleanos 
Gine DeQuincey & L 
‘Kiss Before Mirror 
Rexy (12) 
Lanny Ross 
Milton Douglas 
Georges Campo 
Harriett Hutchins 
Mack Al & J 
Bal Accordions 
Dave Schooler 
‘Jungle Bride’ 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
Ray Perkins 


Roy Smeck 
Forsythe S’mon & F 
Moran & Wiser 
‘Silver Cord’ 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (12) 
Ray Knight 
Ponce Sisters 
‘Temple Drake’ 


DETROIT 
Orpheum (12) 
Rae Samuels 
Bob Hope 
‘King Kong’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keiths (12) 
Harry Carroll 
Lillian Barnes 
‘Bachelor Mother’ 
ST LOUIS 
Ambassador (12) 
Benny Ross 
3 Sailors 
J & E Torrence 
Whitey Roberts 
Maxine Stone 





% Mayfair Béauties 


Connie's Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Ididan Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotton Clab 


Ethet Waters 
GD Washington 
Henri Wessei 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Nicholas Bros 
Hin 
Elmer Turner 

4 Flash Devils 
Necodemus 
Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bobby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Norman Astwood 
Duke Bilington Or 


Clab Lido 


Tom Manahan Orch 


Van Sisters 
Gracie Woods 
McCarthy & Payton 


Club Richman 


Jerry Freedman Or 
Al B White 

Gilda Gray 
Francis Faye 


El Chico's 


Duran & Moreno 


lorenzo Herrera 


Embassy Club 


Helen Morgan 
Jane Vance 

Alice Fay 

Henry King Orch 
Goday’s Bd 
Gypsy Trail 
Baroness Erzsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 
Ha-Ha Club 
Dan Healy 
Jack White 
Roth-Andrews Or 
Lillian Fitzgerald 


H’'lyw’d R’staurant 


Colette Sis 
Frank Hazzard 


‘| Blanche Bow 


Marqdterite & Leroy 
Ted Lewis Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 


Hotel Montclair 
Charley Eckels Or 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Marden’s Riviera 
Joey Ray 

3 Ritz Bros 

Dario & Diane 


Diana & DeMar 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck 
Glyde Snyder 
Marque & Margq’ette 
Claudette Sis 
Carol Chapelle 
Art Kassel Orch 


Blue Grotto 


Tina Tweedie 
Marjorie Tate 
Marge & Marie 
Honey Sis 


Cafe DeAlex 


Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 
Leola Ackman 
Enrico Clausi 
Dennis O'Neil 
E Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 


Harry Richman 
Florence & Alvarez 
Frances Faye 
Doris Robbins 
Ben Pollack Orch 


Club Royale 
Jack Waldron 
Nancy Kelly 
Nellie Nelson 
Mayfield Trio 
Mickey Mac 
Bennett & Green 
Bernice Marshall 
Killap & Dupree 

Club Shalimar 
Ann Hammond 
Helen Nafe 
DeRonda & Barry 
Al Lesing 
Buddy Lake 
Lou Pearl Orch 


College Inn 
Frank Libuse 
Phil LeVant 

Congress Hotel 


(Joe Urban Room) 
Harry Sasnick Or 
Leatova & Duvell 


Club Lido 





Eliz Kelly 


Art Coogan Orch 
Frances Hunt 


Monte Carlo 
Stan Meyer's Orch 
BBB 


Beth Chalis 
Sanford Rev 


Loretta Sayres 


Jones & Linton 


3 Nightingales 


Jimmy Hadreas 
Great Maurice 


Nat Club 
Joe Haymes Orch 


Paradise 

N T G Rev 
Cantor’s Beauts 
Abe Lyman Orch 


Park Central Hotel 
Bert Lown 

Rachel Carlez 

4 Sizzlers 

Vernia Burke 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 

Veloz & Yolanda 

E Madreguera Orch 

D Alberto Tangoists 
Royal Box 


Gloria Grofton 


Alice Fay 
Ruth Denning 
Louise Lynch 


Jane Vance 


Ben Glazer Orch 


Russian Arte 

Joe Morantz Orch 

Renee & Laura 

Nickolas Hadarick 

Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 

Simplon Club 

Yacht Club Boys 

Larry Siry’s Orch 

St. Moritz Hotel 

Leon Belasco Orch 

Alfredo’s Orch 

Gypsy Nina 

St. Regis Hotel 

Vincent Lopez Orch 
Small’s Paradise 

‘Black Rhythm’ R 

Nyra Johnson 

Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 

Geo Walker 

Wm “Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 

May Alex 

Chas Johnson Orch 

Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 


The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 
Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 

Villa Eugene 
Felix Ferdinando O 

Village Barn 
Will Osborne Orch 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Nina Laughlin 








Martha Raye Jack Denny Orch 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Gaines & Bell 
Ruth Pryor Jimmie Noonan Orc 


Edgewater Beach 


Esther Todd 

DeRonda & Barry 

Art Carroll 

Don Pedro Orch 
Folies Bergere 

Sally Rand 

‘Babe’ Kane 

Wynne Wayne 

Irv. Rothschild Orc 

Frolic’s 


Meryda 

Connie Bee 

Loma Ruth 

Lola Bartram 

Phil Sax 

Dades 

Billy Severn 
Murry Brown Ens 
Eddie Niebaur Orc 
Charlie Crafts 


Granada 


Sally Osman 
Girard & Peggy 
‘Charisse’ 
Herby Mintz Orch 
Hangar 
(Hotel LaSalle) 
Chas. Kaley 
Joresco & Lydia 
Aber Twins 
Nina Laughlin 
Billy Sevrin 
June MacCloy 
Johnny Hamp Orcn 
Jeffery Tavern 
Sammy Clark 
Billy Tracy 
Babe Payne 
Ray Parker Orch 
Minuet Club 


Frank Sherman 
Art Buckley 
Margaret Lawrence 
Joe Buckley Orch 
Palmer House 
Veloz & Yolonda 
Ella Logan 
Richard Cole Orch 
Paul Cadieux 
Richard Bennett 
Paramount 
Lola Bartram 
Francetta Malloy 


—_—_— 


Beer Acts Start to Work 





(Continued from page 45) 


park, near Akron, is speeding up 
construction on an open-air German 
village to be in operation late this 
month. Leo Maytiner, at Summit 
Beach park, Akron, expects to have 
his beer garden, one of the largest 
in this section, in operation by Dec- 
oration Day. He is using an obso- 
lete park concession building for his 
location. 

Art Mallory at Craig Beach Park, 
near Youngstown, will have his beer 
garden open late this month, while 
Walter Radtke, at Brady Lake park, 
near Ravenna, O., is converting a 
large restaurant building into a beer 
garden to open May 27. A. M. Beach, 
manager at Chippewa Lake park, 
near Medina, is readying his garden 
for opening this month. At Ceauga 
park, near Akron, a 4,000-capacity 
garden will be in operation soon. 
Smaller parks hereabouts will put 
in beer gardens in time for the 
opening May 30. 

Although opening of a dozen 
beer gardens in eastern Ohio 
amusement parks will divert to 
some extent the patronage from 
downtown spots, these places are 
expected to continue to thrive, since 
operators are planning on added 
amusements, better bands and new 
furnishings and equipment, as an 
added business incentive this sum- 
mer, 

In the Canton area, Benders, old- 
est established restaurant, has gone 
night club and is one of the bright 
nite spots of the town. Gray Wolf 
Tavern, near Alliance is pulling 
good crowds, using a band and floor 
show, while Buck Hill Tavern is 


‘doing capacity business every Sat- 


urday night. Palais Royale, near 
Canton is going strong and Sherers 
and Lemmons Cottage, downtown 
spots, are attracting heavy patron- 
age. The Barn, another night spot 
is going it seven nights a week 
with cover charge Saturday nights 
only. Band has been set in perma- 
nent there, with floor shows. 

In the Akron district Lakeview 
Inn is pulling record crowds, with 
the Commander’s band playing 
nightly and floor shows Saturday 
nights. Semlers Tavern now has 
Troy Singers band every night, with 
added entertainment. American 
Servian Club is doing stand-up 


‘business Saturday nights with only 


a 2x 4 dance space, and Smoke’s 
Tavern, on Portage Lakes, is do- 
oing over the place in up to the 
minute night club furnishings and 
will have a band and added enter- 
tainment. All downtown restau- 
rants report increased trade and a 
dozen spagetti and beer joints are 
attracting the foreign trade. 

At Youngstown’ Shoaff’s, Club 
Vogue, Venice Gardens, Milton Gar- 
dens, Moonlight Gardens, Bannow 
Brook and Wickliffe Manor are out- 
standing beer’ spots. Operators 
have spent thousands redecorating, 
adding new equipment and hiring 
dance bands that have been idle 
most of two years, as well as re- 
taining the best available in floor 
show features from the Pittsburgh 
and Cleveland agencies. 


Gast House Reopens 
Easton, Pa., May 15. 
First beer garden in this section 
opened last week when Gast House 
was reopened at Allentown. It 
was famous as beer garden before 
prohibition. Milt Ikuntz is owner. 


K. C.’s Brighter Nights 


Kansas City, May 15. 

Legalization of the three-point- 
two has encovraged the opening of 
a number of new night clubs and 
road houses in and around the town. 
A number of the places are quite 
pretentious, gaily decorated and of- 
fering high-class orchestras and 
shows. With the coming of warm 
weather, several large beer gardens, 
featuring bands and vaudeville, are 
planning to open. 

Most of the night clubs have been 
enjoying healthy business. In the 
downtown district one of the most 





Lillian Reynolds Howard LeRoy Or 


Billy Carr 
Sid Lang Orch Via Lago 
Playground Jackie Hamlin 


K & H Benda 
Wiki Bird 

Marjorie Lewis 
Al Handler Bd 


100 Club 


Mary Nevels 
Betty Burnett 
Benny Strong 
Carl Lorraine Orch 


Sky High Clab 


Joe Lewis 
Junior Small 
Edwina Mershon 
Francetta Mally 
Morgan & Lowe 
Leo Wolf Orch 


Vanity Fair 


Roma Vincent 
Rose & Ray Lite 
Myrah Lane 


Aht 

Ethel Norris 
Yvonne Morrow 
Mildred Toole 
Earl Rickard 
Dan Alvin Orch 


225 Club 
G & C Herbert 
Walter O'Keefe 
Dora Maughn 
Georgie Taps 








Frieda Sullivan Jules Stein Orch 


popular is the Frolics, under the 
management of Tommie Dixon 
Francis Elwood is the producer of 
the floor show, which features a 
chorus of eight, in addition to 
Thelma Day, vocalist; Vera Story, 
torch singer, and Bob Allen, dancer. 
At the Granda Gardens, Herbert 
Ehrhart’s orchestra is featured for 
the dancing. Mirror Gardens, in the 
Coates hotel, brings back memorieg 
of the gay '90’s when the mirror 
room was famous in this western 
country. 

Just opened are the Cotton Club, 
under the management of Maxwell 
MacGreagor, formerly manager of 
the Palais Royale, Detroit, ana the 
Show Boat, with Harry Goldberg at 
the helm. At the Cotton Club Don 
Torres’ band will play for the 


by Johnny O'Connor of New York, 
Similar entertainment is also pro- 
videa at the Show Boat. 

With the addition of these to the 
several already opened, Kansag 
City’s night life has revived and ig 
the liveliest for many years. 





Beertown Booming 


Milwaukee, May 165. 
With breweries old and new plan- 
ning mor@®than $3,000,000 worth of 
improvements, this beer city seems 
destined to swing back into its pre- 
prohibition stride without much 
trouble. 
Floor shows are being added 
everywhere. Texas Guinan is 
packing them in at the ‘Ship’ and 
recently reopened Wisconsin hotel 
Badger Room has swung back into 
popularity with a good floor show 
and a dance band. The Schroeder 
continues its policy of bringing 
name bands to town, with a fea- 
ture act or two to add color. 
Efforts are being made by local 
organizations to attract World Fair 
trade from Chicago. A well-organ- 
ized movement is on foot to en- 
courage those who visit the Fair 
to take the short trip northward 
and have a look at the source of 
most of the American beer. 
The show boat which L. D. 
Cook has been putting together 
on the upper river with an 
old coal collier as the basis 
of a 750 capacity typical amuse- 
ment palace, is just about ready for 
the cash customers. It will have 
its first audiences here and is then 
to be towed to the World Fair la- 
goon in Chi. 


Richey’s Side-Line 
Detroit, May 16. 

H. M. Richey is part owner of a 
new beer garden named Bohemia. 
He stated this was merely an in- 
vestment on his part and he doesn’t 
intend to resign from his position 
as general manager of Allied The- 
atres. Associated with Richey in 
the venture is Ray Moon, general 
manager of Co-operative Booking 
Offices. 
Weeks after other spots around 
the country got beer this state 
legalized the brew May 11. Advent 
of the legal brew was the reason 
for a wholesale opening of restau- 
rants, night clubs, beer gardens and 
roadhouses, 
Places to reopen are Tuller Ever- 
glades Club, under the management 
of Rudy Svec; Blossom Heath, with 
Eddie Fritz as manager and Billy 
Kurth assistant. Oriole Terrace, 
Eastwood Park, Northwood Inn and 
Westwood Inn. 
New spots include La Playa, 
Alamo, Bohemia, Fischer's, Schnel- 
der’s. Most are using musicians 
and a few talent. 
Opening beer night hurt theatre 
attendance, with the various spots 
all doing biz. 


White City’s New Life 
Worcester, May 15. 

Return of beer will mark the re- 
vival of Worcester’s oldest and best 
known amusement park—White 
City. The quondam playground of 
Central Massachusetts had gsrad- 
ually fallen into disuse during the 
past few years until what few did 
venture to the Shrewsbury shore 
of Lake Quinsigamond went there 
to dance at night. 

This year preparations already 
are under way for renovating the 
park and making it the city'3 
largest beer garden. Julius Heck 
of Worcester was named by the 
Hamid Amusement Company, Inc. 
of New York as manager. All game 
concessions were turned over t? 
Pierre Venner of New York. 

New buildings are being erected 
and several of the newest type de- 
vices are under construction, but 
Hamid plans to leave plenty of 





space for tables. 
Opening is set for May 27 


dancing, with floor shows produced . 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 


Stage hands got the war fervor. 
Decided not to work shows in which 
aliens were employed. Mostly out 


west. 


Arthur Hopkins announced he 
had already arranged to produce 
five new plays in the fall. 


Federal Trade Commission was 
about to start an investigation of 
yaudeville on charges of unfair com- 
petition. Charge believed to have 
been brought by disgruntled for- 
mer White Rats. 


United Booking Onfice established 
a special department to book war 
benefits. 


William Fox and Benny Moss 
fending. Fox asked Moss to help 
Fox’s theatrical unit in the Red 
Cross eollection drive. Moss coun- 
tered he would make his own drive. 
Business opponents then. 


Hagenbeck- Wallace show in 
trouble in Buffalo. Trains came in 
late due to wet canvas at previous 
stand, lot was muddy and parade 
did not start until around two, with 
performance at 4 o’clock. Part of 
the delay was a shortage of razor- 
backs, due 40 demand for labor. 


Second N, V. A. benefit, at the 
Hippodrome, so well attended the 
police had to be called to handle 
traffic. Receipts around $65,000, 


Congress of Daredevils was held 
in Mad. Sq. Garden, There were 12 
breakneck acts, but as each actually 
occupied less than a minute, the 
show was killed by stalling and song 
plugging. Intended to make it an 
annual, but once was enough. 


James Durkin established the 


Lakewood Players at Skowhegan, 
Me, Still a summer drama center. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








Barnum & Bailey added a troupe 
of nine guaranteed cannibals to the 
show in Baltimore. Now it takes 
giraffe-necked women. 


John B. Dorris, who had a one 
ring circus, was stressing the fact 
his show did not make people 
cross-eyed trying to watch three 
rings. Mlle. Christine, the Negro 
Siamese twin, was his drawing 
ecard, and drawing. 


Tank trick swimmer claimed a 
record in remaining four minutes 
and 11 seconds under water. Out 
with a challenge. 





Easton, Pa., cotton mill posted a 
notice to the effect that anyone not 
reporting for work the day Fore- 
Paugh’s circus played the town 
would be fired. Had to back down 
as all 400 operatives stayed away. 
Other mills granted a holiday. Com- 
mon custom in mill towns. 


W. C. Coup, with Bacheller & 
Healy was testing out the idea of 
& permanent show building in 
Brooklyn. Opened a museum and 
‘Equescurriculum’ with the museum 
on a 12 hour grind and the horse 
show twice a day. Still nothing to 
the idea, 


Edwin Booth closed his European 
tour in Vienna, where he was pre- 
sented with a laurel wreath of 
silver and gold. He had been a 
sensation. 

Lily Langtry attended a benefit. 
She occupied a box and ‘Clipper’ 
commented it was easier to hear 
her than the performers on the 
Blage, 








Adam Forepaugh leased a 28 acre 
Plot in Louisville. To run a hippo- 
drome during an exposition there. 

London ‘Era’ was fulminating 
against the amateur actors who 
were overrunning the theatres with 
Matinees. To make it worse, some 
Of them got jobs. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


ee 


For once an agent is getting the 
through the walkout of a star. whos« income and salary he had greatly 
increased in a year and a half. with the star going to another agent. 

The agent who lost the star will pri bably begin legal proceedings to 
restrain her from going under another management. He says he has 
an agreement with this star that as long as she is with the company 
she has been working for during the« past eight years he shall represent 
her exclusively on al] transactions, renewals, substitutes and extensions 
of her agreement. 

When he took over the business affairs of the star 18 months ago, she 
was getting $1,500 a week. He got her a new contract which provides 
that on June 1 next she will be earning $4,000 a week, 

Also, some time ago she went tc Europe and waived all salary claims 
for the duration of her absence. The agent did not think it was fair 
and got her all of her accrued salary during ihe period of her absence. 


sympathy of the picture colony 


Paramount in the past few weeks has progressed with its 1933-’34 star 
line-up to the point where home office execs figure it is now about in 
big name shape. Chevalier deal, which looked dubious for several 
months, has been consummated. Chev is slated for the regular two 
new pictures, still having one on the old contract, which makes three 
from him for the new season. 

Dietrich’s terms are about the same as Chevalier in quantity respect, 
oo also has one on the current season which won't be delivered until 
all. 

Mae West has four more, and her time after that is also optioned, 
Whether the four will be made during °33-'34 depends upon further box 
office returns, 





Outsiders could have gctten the impression during the last week or so 
that the United Artists’ personnel is not on speaking terms. Edwin 
Justus Mayer hopped a train for the coast on Friday (5). Leo Birinski, 
his co-author on Anna Sten’s yarn, left by plane the next day. Day 
after that Arthur Hornblow hopped a train and the day following Richard 
Day left. Tuesday’s train carried Lynn Farnol and on Thursday Frank 
Tuttle used his railroad ticket. Same day John Harkrider, costume 
designer, left by auto. Friday Sam Goldwyn got on a train and Saturday 
Eddie Cantor got on a boat, yesterday (15) Al Dubin and Harry Warren, 
who will write Cantor’s songs, left for the Coast. And all of them bound 
-to the same United Artists studio. 





In acquiring the film rights to ‘Alice in Wonderland’, Paramount dealt 
through Edgar Norton, screen actor, who several years ago got an as- 
signment of the rights from the estate of Lewis Carroll, the author. 
Paramount also bought through Norton rights to ‘Through the Looking 
Glass,’ the sequel to ‘Wonderland’ and the basis of the play made under 
the latter title in London. Intention of Paramount is to make the picture 
stick as close to this play as possible. 

Real reason for sudden decision on part of several pic companies not 
to make ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ including Columbia and the Mary Pick- 
ford organization, is that the rights are not in public domain in England 
and several other foreign countries where considerable portion of the 
profits would have to be anticipated. Paramount has the British rights. 

Eastern novelist who was handed a year’s contract by a major studio 
doesn’t know it but he’s getting to be a scenario department football. 
He did only one story for the company and was then loaned out to a rival 
lot. While he was gone, his script was sent around to the other writers 
as a perfect example of what not to write. It had to be rewritten before 
it was produced. Then the second studio sent him back and repeated 
the process as regards the horrible example script. Then his home studio 
got a bid from a third producer and loaned him again. His story for the 
latter has just been rejected. 








Walter Winchell is still drawing giggles out Hollywood way with his 
gossip about the picture colony, reaching him on a 3-W relay presumably 
to cover up. Studio execs say his recent tid-bit that a Buropean film 
edition of ‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover’ is being passed around for private 
showing is all wet. 

The picture Winchell referred to is probably ‘Ecstasy’, made in Czecho- 
Slovakia, Film men point out there’s no connection and that these reels 
were brought over for one studio to get a look at Hedy Kiesler, starred. 


Political pressure is given as the reason in Hollywood for the switch- 
ing of titles in New York City on ‘City Hall.’ Picture, dealing with 
municipa] graft, has been renamed ‘Corruption.’ 

Film is an indie made by William Berke and state right released by 
William Pizor. It wiil play in the Southern California territory under 
the ‘City Hall’ handle. Story mentions no particular city, but because of 
the graft angle certain political bigwigs in New York became sensitive 
over the title, it is said. 





Committee of the Screen Writers’ Guild that is formulating the code 
of practice on which the scenarists will base their claim for studio recog- 
nition of their organization are reported split on several proposed articles. 

Chief bone of contention in the committee sessions is said to be the 
article which would prohibit a Guild member from working in collabora- 
tion with a non-Guild member or working on a story that has been 
treated by a writer not a member of the group. ° 





Reader on one of the major lots has been submitting original stories 
to the scenario department under another name, claiming that this gets 
his yarns more consideration as execs don’t know he is on the lot. 

Formerly, when he tacked on his own name, nobody took time to read 
the stories. Reader also says that the phoney handle assures that he 
will be paid for any stories accepted, whereas if studio knew he was on 
the lot as a reader, it might figure it was entitled to the yarn free. 





When Paramount was casting ‘International House’ studio looked 
around for a type to fit a titled Englishman, but failed to locate one in 
Hollywood. Lumsden Hare was taken out from New York for the part. 
When the picture was previewed last week Hare walked into the opening 
scene, and was later picked up sitting at a table in a restaurant. From 
then on he was out of the picture. Altogether, he has about 400 feet, 
and is in no way connected with the story. 





Saul E. Rogers represented J. R. Grainger in the latter’s settlement 


of his Fox Film contract. 

Rogers and Grainger huddled with S. R. 
Hughes, Schurman & Dwight, representing 
immediately following which Grainger sailed for Europe. 
had been reported as acting for Rogers. 


Kent and Richard Dwight of 
Fox, in closing the deal, 
Nathan Burkan 


"The Last Mile’ has been a lucky charm to the three actors who played 


the lead in the New York and Coast legit productions and in the picture 
version. Spencer Tracy received his Fox contract through his appearance 
Clark Gable was grabbed by Metro while playing 


in the New York cast. 
in the coast company in Los Angé 
at Fox after execs saw him as Kill 
a recent projection room showing 


les. Preston Foster is up for a contract 
Mears in the picture version during 


rocees Jast week didn’t give it a break 
crest that ‘The World Gone Mad 
er trree days ‘Mad’ was in for a week 


Majestic feels that the b. 0. £ 
Washington report was phrased t 


-, + 
a 





jand completed the full six and Mé 


was bounced out of Keith's 


Males says the manager reported the 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


When ‘The Mask and the Face,’ which the Guild revived last week, 
was first presented on Broadway (at the Bijou) in September, 1924, by 
Brock Pemberton, there impended a feud between him and Gilbert Miller, 
then in charge of the Charles Frohman office for Paramount. Miller 
had bought the rights from the Italian author Luigi Chiarelli, while 
Pemberton bought the American rights from Chester Bailey Fernol who 


made the English adaptation. 

Miller commissioned W. Somerset Maugham to make a translation (the 
one used by the Guild) and went ahead with the production regardless of 
Pemberton’s claims. 

However, Pemberton got his show on first, originally announcing it 
under the title of ‘The Ostrich’, but suddenly switching to the ‘Mask 
and Face’ label, starring William Faversham. Miller burned, but when 
the show was withdrawn after two poor weeks, he lost all interest in 
also presenting the play. 

Night the show closed Pemberton looked at the electric sign which 
read that he ‘presents William Faversham’ and so forth, dryly remark- 
ing: ‘If the show were to continue, I was thinking of striking the letter 
p out of the word ‘presents’. 





Elmer Kenyon, head of the drama department at Carnegie Tech, is the 
best booster for the legit theatre in Pittsburgh. Prior to the collegiate 
assignment he tarried in show business for a time. Although wealthy, 
he agented ‘Green Grow the Lilacs’ for the Theatre Guild. 

During the season Kenyon is credited with aiding the business drawn 
by ‘Of Thee I Sing’ in Pittsburgh. An idea of his activities was shown 
during the engagement there of ‘The Green Pastures’. He established 
a ticket office at Tech and sold $3,500 worth of tickets. He accepted 
many checks in payment, cleared them through his personal bank ac- 
count and settled with the theatre (Nixon) tendering his own check for 
the total, thereby saving the box office the detail work. 

Any play that Kenyon recommends, usually enjoys the attendance of 
approximately 5,000 professors, school teachers and students from Car- 
negie, Duquesne University and other places of learning it and around 
Pittsburgh. 





Rentals of the Mansfield and the New Yorker theatres, both thrown 
back to the banks which hold the first. mortgages, have been assigned to 
a Times Square realty agent. The Mansfield was recently under the 
management of Edgar Allen and Ray Bartlett. After booking several 
diops, the locks were changed and the duo asked their lawyers how 
come, The answer was that they could break the locks since their rental 
arrangement extends until August, but it is unlikely anything will be 
done about it. 

The New Yorker is said to have been under the management of Arthur 
M. Friend for several months. Bookings there were no more successful. 

The Mansfield housed the long run of ‘The Green Pastures,’ but the 
New Yorker (first called the Gallo) hasn’t had a winner since it was 
built, 





Ben Stein, g.m. of ‘Strike Me Pink’, took unto himself a wife, Myrtle 
Patterson, Monday (8) at Harrison, N. J. 

That night after the performance, the groom, Lew Brown, Sam Ledner, 
Johnny Phillips and others threw a party in celebration backstage at 
the Majestic (N. Y.). There were handbills for the event, final notation 
being: ‘Future bookings arranged by Genera] Manager Mrs. Ben Stein.’ 





picture did not do so badly, though it wasn’t hot. Anyhow it was six 


days. 





Illustration of the relative importance of newspaper reviews was 
brought home to one of the producing companies recently with an ani- 
mal picture which pulled rave notices in 12 key cities where it had been 
shown so far. In 11 of these cities it flopped, according to the company’s 
own books. Company attributes the red to the fact of too many animal 
pictures. 





A still camera which takes a direct color photograph has been brought 
over from Germany by Walter Williams. Its first use in the picture field 
is by Metro in the photographing of Astor and Gaiety, N. Y., house fronts 
for advertising purposes. The new importation is held to be the best 
to come forward through its economy when color plates are wanted. 





Attempt of Louella Parsons to steal a march on her fellow chatterers 
by bringing a Hearst cameraman to snap her with Dorothy Wieck at the 
press luncheon thrown by Paramount at the Roosevelt, Hollywood, came 
to naught when the studio publicity bunch got one of their own still men 
to take a series of pictures of Miss Wieck with aii of the scribes present, 





After a major studio bought a Spanish play from its author, is dis- 
covered that the playwright had an agreement with a translator in New 
York whereby the latter would get a slice on the sale of any property 
purchased in this country. Studio had to pay an additiona) $5,000 to the 
translator to be sure of a clean title. 





After a year of plugging and touting, Ernst Lubitsch sold his story, 
‘Four Women,’ to Paramount last week. Director has been working on 
the yarn for the past 12 months and talking its virtues every time an 
opportunnity presented itself. It got to be a gag around the studio with 
the director taking all the kidding well. 





Hays office forced Fox to make a number of cuts in ‘Warrior's Hus- 
band’ following the preview. Deletions were chiefly of the panze scenes, 
New version reached New York last week and passed the state censor 
board without a cut. Picture, as shown at the Music Hall, however, is 
the same length, 75 minutes, as when previewed on the coast. 





An epidemic of ‘Speaks’ pictures around. Started with ‘Africa Speaks.’ 
Then Columbia’s ‘Mussolini Speaks’ and somebody rushed ahead with 
‘Italy Speaks,’ both on the current market. Also ‘India Speaks’ and ‘The 
Pope Speaks,’ and now somebody’s talking of a Hitler pic along the same 
lines. 





The cost of Fox’s ‘Pilgrimage’ is the talk of New York executive circles, 
Officials say that its budget is that of the average program feature, hold- 
ing it as the most inexpensive picture set for roadshow classification ever 
produced. So] Wurtzel ig said to have turned it out for around $200,000, 





cuts in one picture, 


Columbia vets the record for the most censo: 
Wheeler and Woolsey film, ‘So This Is Africa’ 


got scissored in 197 places 





before the New York censor board would allow it to be shown that 
state. 

‘General Will Hays is now on the same footing with his chief attorney 
since Gov. Laffoon of Kentucky elevated Charlie Pettijohn from ‘Colonel 
tc ‘General in Kaintuck’s army. 

Paramount studio is installing a new lighting systerm for al] its proe 
jection machines, using alternating current nstead ot the former airecwh 


New move is expected to cut in half the light bills for this feature, 
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Caine Payton's Beer with Stock and 


Swell Suds Sales Talk Between Acts 





Jamaica, L. I., May 15. 

The Carlton theatre was opened 
about six years ago, presenting le- 
git offered by John Cort. Since 
then it has been sort of theatrical 
experimental station. And now it 
is the scene of an innovation in the 
theatre world—a theatre and beer 
garden combination, Corse Payton 
is sponsoring the 10-20-30 stock, 
with suds. 

House seats 2,200 and has plenty 
of room. The beer garden is on the 
mez lounge, leading from the street 
floor to the upper levels. It con- 
sists of 40 tables. Here the Islanders 
can sip beer at 10c a glass or 65c a 
pitcher. The waitresses are the 
usherettes. Each week they will al- 
ternate, doubling on the tables and 
showing the patrons to their seats. 
The only form of edibles are sand- 


wiches. In the rear of the orchestra 
a good sized dance floor has been 
laid out. A band under the direc- 


tion of Fred Martin plays before 
and after each performance and 
during the intermissions. A small 
bar which will be replaced by a 
regulation one to give the folks 
beer on draught. 

The nut of the venture is kept 
low through the house staff's dou- 
bling in the beer garden. 

Maybe All Year 

Payton with his competent staff 
has leased the theatre for summer 
stock, but if the beer idea catches 
he will give his talent to the Island- 
ers for the entire year. Thursday 
(11) Payton did ‘James Gilley’ in 
George Broadhurst’s ‘Bought and 
Paid For.’ His cast, which included 
Meredith, Henriette 
Browne, Kirk Brown Jr., and Ellinor 
Kennedy, is good. This week it’s 
‘Peg o' My Heart,’ Payton will con- 
tinue to play the leads in some of 
the good old American melodramas. 
During each performance he gives 
the audience a swell beer sales talk. 
He is being received royally. 

Payton is for the older generation 
and beer and dancing for the young- 
er. The price for real old stock is 
not prohibitive at 10-20-3¢ at all 
times. The beer is not high, dan- 
cing free and stay as late as you 
want. House opens at two p. m. 
and the beer garden is ready to 
stay open until curfew. 

The mats so far have been weak. 
But the evenings, at which time the 
seats are reserved, have been live- 
ly, and, as W. Kenneth Hayden, 
manager of the house, puts it, real 
beer weather has not yet set in. 

On Sundays the house will play 
pics and -vaude at the stock prices. 


Pasternack Held Due to 
Agency’s Missing $8,000 


When Sam _ Beckhard'’s ticket 
agency scrammed off Broad ay to 
office building quarters, replacing 
the main store front, it was discov- 
ered that the brokerage was eight 
;s less in the red than the books 
indicated. But that was not found 
money. It is alleged that Jack Pas- 
ternack, one of the ticket sellers, 
had pocketed and spent that amount 
during the season. He is now out 
on $1,500 bail. 

Beckhard and Sam Mayer, his 
partner, were disposed to forego 
prosecution if restitution was made. 
Affidavit of the shortage was made 
by Samuel Bloom, an auditor for 
several ticket brokers, who had a 
piece of the Beckhard agency. 

It is charged that Pasternack had 
a bookkeeping system of his own. 
He is charged with having tele- 
phoned customers, requesting them 
to make out checks in his name. 
When he _ sold tickets over the 
counter, charges set forth that cash 
went into the kick and a phoney 
charge would be made on the books. 
It is claimed he knew just how 
much coin he copped, putting down 
the amount in a little book. 

Hearing on the charge 
for Thursday (18). 








is dated 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 


summer address. 
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Frisco Legit Bomber 


San Francisco, May 15. 
Municipal court handed a year’s 
sentence, nine months of it sus- 
pended, to Harry Hardeis’= on 
charges of stench bombing the 


Geary, three weeks ago during open- 
ing night of Louis Macloon’'s ‘Hand 
in the Fog.’ 

Hardeis was caught trying to es- 
cape, and when searched, carried a 
cook's union card. Two girls said 
to be members of the waitresses’ 
union, were arrested two nights 
later after another bombing, but 
were not convicted, and have been 
released. 

Macloon was producing ‘Hand in 
the Fog’ with members of Theatri- 
cal Craftsmen, unaffiliated with 
American Fed. of Labor, as deck- 
hands. He had no orchestra in the 
pit, defying musicians’ union with 
an ultimatum that he, like the Cur- 
ran, Alcazar and Columbia, would 
use no music with a straight dra- 
matic production. 

Since the bombing Macloon folded 
up ‘Fog’ after two weeks, owing 
part salaries to the cast. He says 
he is now planning to produce ‘Bit- 
ter Sweet.’ 


SEPARATE RELIEF FUND 
FOR COLORED PROS SET 


Total donations to the Stage Re- 
lief Fund approximate $60,000, dis- 
bursements leaving a balance of 
$13,695. But there is additional 
money on hand, but not yet turned 
over to the fund. That coin has 
been collected in the ‘Dollar Drive’ 
started sometime ago by Antoinette 
Perry. 

The drive has netted $4,000 to 
date, which amount is available to 
the fund. Miss Perry, however, 
set the drive’s total of $10,000 and 
the campaign for buck donations 
will continue until that objective is 
attained. 

A benefit in aid of colored pro- 
fessionals will be staged in Harlem. 
Colored applicants have received at- 
tention from the fund, but the dif- 
ficulty in identifying them led to the 
decision to raise money to be kept 
apart and to be disbursed separately 
among needy Harlem performers. 
Benefit committee includes John 
Golden, Jane Cowl and Mare Con- 
nolly. 

Fund’s weekly statement up to 
Friday (12): « 

Previous contributions ......$57,685 








‘One Sun. Afternoon’.......>. 268 
Met. Op. House (bal.)......+- 60 
Mary T. B.-Helmeé...crcoe-ce 25 
} i re 6b 00006 10 
Rev. Jos. A. Schreiner....... 10 
Other contribs. ...... ee nie acs 129 

| Se yy Oe SEES PY $58,188 


Gross disbursements ........ 44,492 


Balance 





Charleston, W. Va., Gets 


Yirst Troupe in Year 
Charleston, W. Va., May 15. 

Ches Davis’ ‘Chicago Follies’ 

opened an indefinite engagement at 

the Kearse theatre here Sunday 

(May 14). It is the first time in 

several years a musical show of this 


size has visited Charleston, and 
represents an experiment by the 
Kearse to test Charleston on this 
form of entertainment. 

The show is directed by Cliff 
Nichols and Jack ‘Smoke’ Gray. 


Vaudeville acts give variety to the 
program, which features the Danc- 
ing Leonards; Johnny and Madeline 


and 
con- 


Paul Landrum 
The chorus 


trio of Davis, 
Owen Bennett. 
tains ten girls. 


Mitchell Off For Coast 
Mitchell left 
for Hollywood last Thursday (11) 
immediately after the premier of 
‘$25 An Hour,’ which he staged and 
presented at the Masque, N, Y., in 
association with Alfred E. Aarons. 

Mitchell will work on the scen- 
ario of ‘Cloudy. With Showers’ for 
Par. Play was authored by Floyd 
Dell and Mitchell, latter staging and 
appearing in it at the Bijou, N. Y., 
early last season 


Thomas Broadway 





Sentenced to 1 Year| 





John Doe’s Alias 


Winchell Smith invented a 
name for an unimportant mem- 
ber of the cast in his shows 
produced with John Golden. 
Generally that individual had 
no lines and was down on the 
program as ‘George Spelvin.’ 
Other showmen used the 
phoney now and then. 

The makers of ‘They All Come 
to Moscow,’ which opened at 
the Lyceum last week, elabor- 





Babin, Anita Muth, and the comedy ; 


ated on the idea and the 
program lists a character as 
‘George Spelvinsky,’ who speaks 
one or two lines. 











Guild Reduces 
N. Y. Scale; Road 
Tour Is Halved 


The American Theatre Society, a 
combination of the Theatre Guild, 
Shuberts and Erlanger out-of-town 
subscription ventures, will be radi- 
cally realigned next season, Eight 
of the 13 stands will be eliminated 
and instead of 17 playing weeks of 
subscription time, there will be a 
maximum of nine weeks. Field is 
therefore constricted nearly 50% in 
playing time. 

The A.T.S. was organized about 
a year ago and was looked upon as 
a good thing, due to guaranteed at- 
tendance in the keys and week 
stands. The Guild welcomed the 
Shubert and Erianger participation 
because it was not certain if its own 
productions would measure up to the 
standard that would hold the sub- 
scribers out of town. Also it was in 
line with the United Booking Office 
and its central idea of eliminating 
opposed bookings in the week stands. 
A third factor was the proposed pro- 
duction arm of the U.B.O., which, 
however, never got into action. 

On top of that it was anticipated 
that independent managers with 
likely shows for road success would 
be glad to accept the subscription 
bookings. But the things didn’t 
work out according to plan. Few 
shows except those supplied by the 
Guild were sent out°on subscription 
bookings. Indie shows which tried 
the system immediately rebelled at 
the boosted fee charged by the 
A:T.S. 

Because the subscription shows 
did not draw well in the week 
stands, above the subscription 
money itself the following stands 
are off the A.T.S. schedule: Buf- 
falo, Baltimore, Detroit, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Milwaukee, St. Paul and 





Minneapolis. 

New line-up for subscription 
shows will be: Chicago, three 
weeks; Boston, two weeks; Phila., 


two week; Washington, one week; 
Pittsburgh, one week. 


Factions Split Time 

Three out of the five stands will also 
present a new subscription proposi- 
tion. There are to be three Guild 
shows, as against the guaranteed six 
this season and there will be three 
fromthe Shubert-Erlanger side, or 
to be selected from among inde- 
pendent attractions. Subscribers will 
have the privilege of taking all six 
attractions or ordering only for the 
Guild’s three shows. 

As this time there is but one at- 
traction definitely booked for the 


A.T.S. time, it being the Guild's 
‘Biography.’ Not sure if the Pulit- 
zer prize winner, ‘Both Your 


Houses,’ of the same management, 
will be available for the road next 
season. The Guild may, however, 
open several of next season’s pro- 
ductions out of town and in that 
way fullfill subscription obligations. 
What shows the Shuberts-Erlanger 
will use, has not been decided on. 

Guild’s next subscription season 
in New York has been reduced and 
is now the same at that which ap- 
plied in the week stands. Ticket 
scale will be topped at $2.20 as 
against $2.75, which has been the 
top for some time. Regular admis- 
sion is $3.30 to non-subscribers, 
while a few Guild shows were $3.85 
top—but not this season. New sub- 
scription rates call for $13.20 for six 
tickets (one for each new show, six 
in all) as against $16.50 for evening 
performances this season. 

Matinee tickets will cost $3 
against $13.20 on subscription of six 
tickets. teduction actually means 
$3.30 on the season for each class 
of subscription 


as 





65 Stocks, 50% Increase, Next 
Season F orecast; Dollar Top Is Out 


ee 





Max Hart and Erlangers 
Near Deal for ‘Follies’ 


A deal whereby the title ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ may be leased by Max Hart, 
is being considered by Judge Mitch- 
ell L, Erlanger, representing the 
Erlanger estate. The late showman 
was the backer of the ‘Follies’ and 
previously the firm of Klaw & Er- 
langer acted similarly. 

Although it was known that Er- 
anger was in on all of Ziegfeld’s 
‘Follies,’ it was something of a sur- 
prise that he controlled the title, 
rather than the Ziegfeld estate. 

Hart proposes to tour a ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ using new material. Er- 
langer’s asking price is $10,000 a 
year, with Hart holding out for a 
royalty proposition. He was given 
the right to use costumes and prop- 
erties in storage, but discovered 
that the storehouse was virtually 
cleaned out. A. C. Blumenthal act- 
ing for the Ziegfeld estate, ordered 
the contents of the building disposed 
of several months ago. 


PHILA. AMATEURS WILL 
TEST COMMERCIAL PLAY 


Philadelphia, May 15. 


The Plays and Players, best 
known of the local amateur little 
theatre groups, is instituting a new 
policy this spring, which if success- 
ful, will be continued next. season. 

The outfit’s final play of the 1932- 
33 season will be a try-out—a com- 
edy by Fleming Ward entitled ‘Fools 
Rush In.’ Several New York pro- 
ducers, including Arthur Beckhardt 
and John Golden are interested and 
will be over. Performances at the 








Plays and Players’ theatre are 
slated for next Monday and Tues- 
day. 

In years past, The Plays and 


Players have occasionally produced 
original plays by their own mem- 
bers or for their own diversion, but 
this is the first manuscript play ac- 
cepted to be presented with a view 
of a possible commercial future, 





CAMPUS CIRCUIT 


Three-Cornered College Contest in 
Pennsylvania Is Opposish 





Easton, Pa., May 15. 

Little theatre movements, espe- 
cially those in colleges in this sec- 
tion, are giving legitimate theatres 
considerable competition, the dra- 
matic groups in Lafayette and Muh- 
lenberg Colleges and Lehigh Univer- 
sity being more active than ever, 

The latest in presentation is tri- 
angular competition, with the dra- 
matic groups from all three colleges 
appearing on the same stage on the 
same evening in various cities. 

The college players also exhibited 
in their home city several times a 
mo..th. Other presentations are by 
the Y.M.H.A.’s in the three cities, 
by Woman’s Club and Little Thea- 
tre organizations. 


Fox-WC Playing ‘Alice’ 
San Francisco, May 15. 

Reginald Travers’ production of 
‘Alice in Wonderland,’ which did 
two weeks at the local Columbia 
(legit), is being tried by Fox-West 
Coast in neighboring towns. 

Piece is in Fox houses at Palo 
Alto and Burlingame over the week- 
end with heavy kid draw counted 
upon, May go into other houses 
for the circuit. 








DOWN EAST CO. SET 
New Haven, May 15. 

New York players open fourth 
season in Ivoryton, near here, June 
30. Set to run three months under 
guidance of Larry Anhalt and Mil- 
ton Stiefel. 

Guest stars will include Henry 
Hull, Glenn Hunter, Ernest Truex, 
Katherine Hepburn and Nora Ter- 
ris. Season will probably include 
several Broadway tryouts. 





be selected from: ‘Winesburg, Ohio,’ 
r‘Sarah Simple,’ ‘The Purple Testa- 
ment,’ ‘The School for Husbands,’ 
‘Versailles,’ ‘Native Ground,’ ‘Some- 
thing to Live For,’ ‘This Side Idola- 
try’ and possibly plays by Eugene 
O'Neill, Sydney Howard and Max- 





Guild’s new season production will) well Anderson, 


. a . a 





A revival in dramatic 
predicted for next season 
the indications of unusual 
in that field this summer. Seven 
stands in the East have already 
opened up and at least 20 summer 
spots will be operating by July 1, 
inclusive of the rural try-out. ven. 


sti cks is 
based on 
activity 


tures and warm weather hide- 
aways. 
Admission prices, however, are 


virtually sure to drop. Dollar top 
is out and 50 cent rill 
S will probably 
prevail. During the post season 75 
cents was the top in some spots, 
20 Spring Troupes 

At present there are about 20 
stocks cperating throughout jhe 
country, not including those play. 
ing under canvas. Booking men 
state that as many as 65. stock 
companies are expected to be play- 
ing by next = mid-seacon. That 
would mean an increase of about 
50% over the past season's average 
total of 30. They insist there is a 
demand for'‘a return of stocks in 
towns where that type of attraction 
formerly flourished. 

Additional spots primed or al- 
ready playing stocks are Newark, 
Buffalo, Atlantic City, Providence, 
Jamaica, Hartferd and Springfield, 
Latter. was previously a_ stock 
stronghold, but the resident com- 
pany was withdrawn Jast season. 

The summer stock and try-out 
lineup is: Southampton, Hunt- 
ington, Locust Valley (all Long 
Island), Sharon, Mt, Kisco, Elver- 
hoj, Milbrook, Pouglikeepsie (all 
New York). Westpert, Ivoryton 
(both Conn.), Nantucket, Province- 
town, Dennis, Stockbridge (all 
Muss.), Skowhegan, Surrey (both 
Maine), Newport ard Cape May. 

Latest development expected to 
encourage stock attendance is the 
attention given to settings. Some 
recent presentations were compar- 
able to the original productions. A 


the same direction is in formation. 


weeks and will be rotated along 
with the settings. 

Although Broadway has no listed 
stock companies, the cheap ticket 
revivals which have prevailed most 
of the season at the Hudson, Wal- 
dorf and Forrest are rated as 
stocks by Equity. Only .the leads 
were changed and a majority of 
the players being retained under 
stock rules. Among the _ shows 
were the so-called revivals, which 
included ‘As Husbands Go,’ ‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark’ and ‘The Show- 
Off,’ the engagements of the first 
two extending several months. 


Philly Hedgerow Doing 
New Play as Its 96th 


Philadelphia, May 15. 

The Hedgerow theatre in Rose 
Valley will stage its 96th play on 
Tuesday night. It is a comedy by 
Bella Spewack entitled ‘The Coun- 
tess and the Conductor.’ Plot is of 
the ‘Grand Hotel’ school. Action 
takes place on the Orient express, 
bound out of Budapest for Con- 
stantinople. 

Hedgerow theatre, which already 
has largest number of productions 
to its credit of any little theatre or 
repertory group in the country, 
generally opens its plays on Sat- 
urday. Change probably due to fact 
that end of week always finds 
crowded houses in the little theatre, 
whatever the attraction, and that 
beginning of the week is more Im 
need of bolstering. 


George K. Arthur Takes 
Hollywood Playhouse 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Arthur, who has been 








George K. 
producing a series of plays at the 
Music Box, here, will take over thé 
Hollywood Playhouse under a year 
lease, effective on folding of ‘Mid- 
dle Watch’ at the former house = 
‘Business Before Pleasure’ at the 
latter, probably June 1. 

‘Yellow Sands,’ by Eden Ph 
will be Arthur's first at the Play: 
house. E. E. Clive will continue 
staging and starring in the Arthut 


illpotts, 





shows. 


circuit of six stock houses under: 


Name leads will be engaged for six’ 
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| Supper Pulled in London After Two | 
Days; Blumey Disavows Wife’s Shows 





London, May 15. 


‘Champagne Supper’, which open- 
ed here at the Globe last Friday 
(12), under the title of ‘The Day I 
Forgot’, was taken off Saturday. 
Takings on the three performances 
totaled less than $450. 

Dorothy Hall, starred, was in a 

te of collapse over the failure. 
She will sail back this week, 





By overseas telephone immediate- 
ly_ after the premiere and in subse- 
quent cablegrams it was stated that 
Miss Hall received an ovation. 

‘Supper’ was produced by Peggy 
Fears, its London presentation be- 
jing under the management of Andre 
Charlot. Show’s affairs are mixed 
up in the marital differences be- 
tween Miss Fears and her husband, 
A. C. Blumenthal. Latter agreed to 
finance the London venture, but de- 
lay in sending the required amount 
of money guaranteeing Charlot and 
the house against loss, nearly 
brought about the stranding of the 
company. Miss Fears sent the def- 
icit, raising the money by borrowing 
on two of her diamond bracelets. 

Venture’s History 

Show had a brief tryout in Phila. 
recently. Instead of spotting it on 
Broadway, the production and the 
east most of whom are British, were 
shipped to London where it was fig- 
ured ‘Supper’s’ chances were better 
there because the season starts 
there at Easter, while Broadway’s 
season is on the decline at this 
period. 

Blumey Wants Out 

Blumenthal wrote Equity that 
on and after March 30 he would 
not be responsible for any of Miss 
Fears’ theatrical liabilities. Equity 
replied that such notice might ap- 
ply to new productions, but that his 
guarantee of salaries must be con- 
tinued on shows which had already 
been produced. Blumey’s guaran- 
tee is backed by $20,000 in bonds 

held by Equity on a Wall street 
building. This covers ‘Music in the 
Air’ at the 44th Street, and it also 
believed to apply to ‘Supper.’ 

However, advices from the com- 
pany Monday were to the effect 
that return transportation had 
not been provided, nor had ex- 
pense money which Blumey agreed 
to pay. Blumey stated that he is 
out of the whole matter and that 
Charlot is responsible. Probability 
of the company being stranded and 
Equity being forced to step in was 
discounted by Miss Fears, who 
stated that return trip accommo- 
dations had been provided for all 
except Miss Hall and the director 
who sailed on a different boat. 

When ‘Supper’ was taken off after 
one week in Phila. for revision, 
the players were paid two weeks’ 
salary. Show then went into re- 
hearsal again and when the London 
date was decided on, the several 
Players not taken along, again were 
paid two weeks. 

Balance of the cast, however, had 
signed an unusual agrement with 
Blumey. It is to the effect that 
should the show: play London, they 
Would make the appearance there 
Without salary in return for two 
way transportation and $5 per day 
expenses. In other words it looks 
as though the cast agreed to play 
London just for the trip and ap- 
parently the players waived a guar- 
antee of salary. 





‘Tig Saw’ Cast Leaves 


Frisco Sans Baggage 





San Francisco, May 15. 
Entire cast of ‘Jig Saws’ revue 
has returned to Hollywood, al- 
though most of their luggage is in 
local hotels following closing of the 


Embassy last week after Dan 
Markowitz, house operator, had 
Tubber checked musicians and 


stagehands. Show had to fold, leav- 
ing $108 to split among the cast. 
Markowitz has been out of town 
trying to raise dough to cover his 
ebligations. Meanwhile the Em- 
SSy marquee claims he’ll reopen 
Shortly with a burlesque show. 


Lubin Options Play 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Arthur Lubin has taken an option 
~ ‘Greek Fragment,’ new play by 
William Hurlbut. 
aang intends producing the play in 
“ew York in October. 








Leighton Wins Appeal 
Of Erlanger Judgment 


Judgment of $8,000 in favor of 
Victor Leighton against the estate 
of A. L. Erlanger, was affirmed last 
week by the New York Appellate 
Division. Leighton was formerly 
booking manager of the Erlanger 
exchange, and the sum in dispute 
is his share of the profits during 
his final season with the Erlanger 


office. No reason was ever given 
for holding out the money. It is 
now assured him, despite the 


litigated condition of the estate. 

When the award was originally 
granted an appeal was taken, but 
the court stipulated that bond must 
be filed. 

No further appeal can be taken, 
all five judges in the Appellate divi- 
sion concurring. 


CAST OF FOUR 
CRAB SHUBERT 
STOCK 


The Shuberts, backers of Thomas 
Kilpatrick, who is staging revivals 
at the Ambassador, N. Y., learned 
about stock from Equity, so now 
the shows in that house are on a 
production basis. Other cheap ticket 
revivals, of which Wee & Lev- 
enthal had three running on Broad- 
way during most of the season, are 
on a stock company basis which 
permits nine performances weekly. 
Regularly but eight performances 
are permitted, with one eight ad- 
ditional salary paid on any addl- 
tional performances. 

Stock requirements call for en- 

gaging at least six players for the 
season, That was okay when the 
Ambassador opened with ‘Young 
Sinners,’ but when ‘Springtime For 
Henry’ was put on, the stock thing 
looked sour because ‘Henry’ calls 
for only four players. It was then 
decided to abandon the stock com- 
pany idea. 
Plan to use a stock company at 
Parson’s, Hartford, during the 
summer, was also found to be im- 
practical. Shuberts proposes to 
try out eight plays there but again 
the permanent six player require- 
ment didn’t fit into the scheme. 
Equity advised the Shuberts that 
if the new shows are to be re- 
hearsed in Hartford, the players 
must be paid $5 daily for living ex- 
penses. A week’s rehearsal out of 
town for stock does not carry the 
per diem payment. 

Hartford had few attractions 
this season but this summer will 
see more show activity than ever in 
the history of the city. In addition 
to the Shubert try-outs, James 
Thatcher will present stock there 
in a former picture’ theatre. 
Thatcher’s summer stocks will also 
include Springfield, Mass., a spot 
that heretofore has been a clean- 
up for him. 


‘Angel’s’ Good Start 


‘Hard Boiled Angel,’ produced by 
Arch Selwyn, starring Lenore Ulric, 
opened promisingly at Albany last 
week. First night takings of $1,065 
was figured a favorable indication of 
the show’s chances on tour. 

Show, written by Wilson Collison, 
played Buffalo the last half, jumping 
to Milwaukee, coast bound. It will 
tour back to Chicago as a World’s 
Fair attraction, not being due on 
Broadway until next season. 
‘Angel,’ first called ‘Forced Land- 
ing,’ was directed by Selwyn’'s son, 
Billy, his first staging job. Show | 
has two men in advance, also a lec- 
turer. 




















| 
Smith’s Co-op Revue | 
Hollywood, May 15. | 
Paul Gerard Smith is organizinsz 
a co-operative revue to play coast 
spots and later open in Chicago to 
get some of the World's Fair biz. 
Cast will have 10 principals, with 
Adele Rowland, Hale M. Hamilton, 
Allan Edwards and Gloria Foy al- 
ready in the commonwealth group. 
Smith figures to Givide 70% of the | 











gross on the co-op basis. 


'on Broadway with Morris 
producing. 








Hinterland on Parade 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 

Opening night of George M. 
Cohan’s ‘Pigeons and People,’ 
at Nixon last week, was notable 
because of absence of Pitts- 
burgh’s usual Monday night 
stiff shirt crowd. One news- 
paper critic seemed to hit the 
nail on the head when he ob- 
served: 

‘That crowd turns out, not to 
see a suow, ! ut to parade their 
ermines in the lobby. They 
must have heard there were ro 
intermissions.’ 











‘Buzz’ Wins on ‘Pep Up 
Town’ issue, Reformer 


Rival Snowed Under 


May 15. 





Minneapolis, 


good show town or a poor one’ will 


be an outstanding issue at the 
mayoralty election next month, as 
a result of the outcome of last 
week’s primaries at which A. G. 
‘Buzz’ Bainbridge and Mayor W. A. 
Anderson were victors. 

Bainbridge, managing director of 
the Shubert dramatic stock and 
veteran theatrical man, will devote 
much of his campaign to assailing 
Mayor Anderson for his action in 
banning ‘Crazy Quilt’ and ‘a nar- 
row-minded and intolerant attitude 
toward the theatre.’ 

Utilizing a portion of all of his 
Shubert theatre dramatic stock 
paper, including one and larger 
sheets, posters and tack cards, to 
advertise his candidacy during the 
past two months, Bainbridge led 
the entire field of mayoralty can- 
didates at the primaries. 

Mayor Anderson, his opponent at 
the June election, seeking re-elec- 
tion, ran nearly a thousand votes 
behind the theatre man at the pri- 
maries, despite the vigorous sup- 
port of the dry, reform and church 
elements. Anderson had lost his 
Farmer-Labor party indorsement 
because he disapproved of its pa- 
per and also refused to sanction 
the engagement of Earl Carroll’s 
‘Vanities. Both attractions went 
into St. Paul and pulled thousands 
of Minneapolitans there to see 
them. 

Recently Anderson attempted to 
prohibit the sale of 3.2 beer here, 
but the council passed the beer or- 
dinance 26 to 3 over his veto. 

Bainbridge had practically no 
financial support in the primaries, 
his campaign expenditures totaling 
$700, raised by his local theatrical 
friends, as compared with $15,000 


expended by one unsuccessful can- 
didate. 


The most colorful of all candi- 


dates, ‘Buzz’ promised in his cam- 
paign speeches free municipal opera 
at the auditorium. 


In the primaries, Bainbridge said 


that, if elected, he will use show- 
manship to sell the town to new 
industries, 
He has been in the show business 
all his life, with the exception of 
two years spent in France as lieu- 


transients and tourists. 


tenant of artillery during the world 
war. 


ART THEATRES GIVE UP 
GET-TOGETHER SCHEME 


Chicago, May 15. 

An ambitious proposal to merge 
all the little theatres in Chicago 
into a super-repertory and present 
a series of plays in the loop has 
expired in the conversational state. 
From report ‘professional jealousy’ 
among the amateurs doomed the 
bright idea. 

Maurice Gnesin of the Goodman, 
Harold Ehrensperge and Charles 
Freeman of the Jewish Institute 
were leaders in getting the little 
theatre interests together for the 
confabs. Idea was to take the most 
talented and experienced of the 
little theatre veterans, acting and 
directorial, in the thought that the 
resulting productions would be able 
to compete with the commercial 
downtown legits. 

Seeing nothing in it for them, 
many of the stage directors with- 
drew and announced they had 
troubles enough. 











Joe Cook Summer Show 


Joe Cook will do a summer musical 
Green 


Show is in preparation for a prob- 


jably July opening. ] 





London as Summer Spot for B'way 
shows Vies With Fair-Time Chi. 





v 


Three Legits Readying 
For E--ty L. A. Showing 


Hollywoou, May 15. 

Opening of Alexander and Nat 
Carr in ‘Business Be’ .¢ “leasure’ 

the Playhouse is definitely set 
for Wednesday (17). Play has been 
modernized in dialog and action. 

An early attraction at El Capitan 
will be ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 
which Henry Duffy acquired for 
coast production during his recent 
trip to New York, where the play is 
running. 

Opening today (Mon.) at the Bilt- 





Whether Minneapolis shall be ‘a | 


more, was ‘The Only Girl,’ the Vic- 
tor Herbert musical done by Her- 
bert Heidecker and John Cameron, 
with Charlotte Lansing and Guy 
Robertson. 


BEER GARDEN 
FOR NATL 
ON BWAY 


What may happen to some of the 
Shubert theatres is indicated in a 


plan to turn the National, N. Y., 
into a garden with beer and danc- 
ing in addition to the show. Show 
to be along revue lines, two shows 
daily at $1 top. Seats will be 
removed and the floor leveled for 
the hoofing. 

Will Morrissey has the idea and 
claims to have the deal ready for 
closing. He said that the only im- 
portant money needed was $500 as 
a deposit for the lights. Morrissey 
also said there were plenty of ac- 
tors available and it was just a 
matter of keeping them in good 
humor until Saturday night. Rent 
is $250 weekly, payable to the bank, 
he claims. 

National is one of the theatres 
bought back by the Shuberts re- 
cently when the receivership opera- 
tion failed and the corporation was 
liquidated. Last summer the first 
mortgage holder (Prudence Bonds) 
threatened foreclosure. It is re- 
ported that they recently permitted 
the house to slip into possession of 
the bank rather than pay the in- 
terest and taxes for the past sea- 
son, most of which time the Na- 
tional was dark. 











FROLIC NETS $4,500 


$6,800—Stagehands 
Overtime to Friars 





Gross Return 





The Friars’ Frolic at the New 
Amsterdam Sunday night grossed 


$6,800. Tickets were $11 top for the 
first nine rows, Last three rows 
were $3.30. Show played to stand- 
ing room. Programs carried no ad- 
vertising. Net to the club will be 
about $4,500. 

Performance ran until 11:30, call- 
ing for extra time to the crew and 
orchestra. Stage hands refunded 
the overage, saying they had little 
to do anyhow. Reported the musi- 
cians would follow suit. 





Helen Morgan as Vamp 
In Lytell ‘Fool’ Revival 


If Bert Lytell revives ‘A Fool 
There Was’ for Schlesinger’s New- 
ark stock at the Broad, the vamp 
is apt to be Helen Morgan. 
Participation in the piece, which 
the late Bob Hilliard helped to 
make famous, would mark Miss 
Morgan’s first stage attempt minus 
a musical background, 





Expo’s Big Pageant 
Chicago, May 15. 

First of the big pageants for the 
Century of Progress Exposition will 
be staged July 3 in Soldiers’ Field 
(included as part of the Fair 
grounds). About 3,000 people will 
participate in the spectacle, written 
by Maurice Samuels and known as 
‘The Romance of a People.’ 
Isaac Van Grove and Charles 
Freeman will co-direct and Harry 
Jeatty, formerly of the Civic Opera, 





will handle the technical end. 


London and Chicago have sudden- 
1. become important vantage 
points for legit shows, with practi- 
cally every show in New York talk- 
ing of going to one or the other of 
these cities. 

Latest to enter the London trek 
last week were ‘Biography’ and 
‘Best Sellers. Word from London 
via cable is to the effect that Ina 
Claire is definitely set to appear 
there in a production of the play. 
Theatre Guild, however, says there’s 
nothing closed yet inasmuch as the 
play is still running to fair business 
in New York. 


‘Sellers’ Wavering 


‘Best Sellers’ is a Shubert produc- 
tion of an Edouard Bourdet adapta- 
tion. Ernest Truex and Peggy 
Wood, starring in it, are both Lon- 
don draws. Piece started off slow- 
ly in New York and, although build- 
ing somewhat, the producers are un- 
decided whether to send it to Chi- 
cago for the World Fair or across 
the ocean to London. Meantime 
both Truex and Miss Wood have 
indicated they're willing to take a 
cut for a New York run attempt 
while the Chicago thing is tested by 
other shows. 

Soon as it’s decided that Chicago 
is ripe they’ll jump the show there, 
going to London later. If, however, 
it’s found the Fair opening is not 
as big a thing for shows as is be- 
ing hoped, London will be the next 
hop, within six weeks or so. 

Meantime ‘Music in the Air’ and 
‘Champagne Supper,’ both American 
imports, opened during the week in 
London. Two weeks ago ‘Clear All 
Wires’ and ‘When Ladies Meet’ 
opened there. 

The rise of the pound has consid- 
erable importance in the matter. 
Every pound is now worth about 18 
cents more than it was a few weeks 
ago making it nice for American 
producers who want to bring money 
back from England, although not so 
good from the standpoint of the 


two 





American actors spending money in 
that country. 


‘Yoshe Kalb’ in English 
For Manhattan Repeat 


Chicago, May 15. 


‘Yoshe Kalb’ folded at the Apollo 
Saturday and moved to Milwaukee. 
Cleveland, Detroit, Pittsburgh and 
Newark follow for one day stands, 
after which its for a week. Maurice 
Schwartz expects to begin prepara- 
tions to return to New York with 
the same play. 

Schwartz and a local dramatist, 
Fritz Blocki, are understood to have 
completed translation of the piece 
into English, but probably the orig- 
inal Yiddish will stick. 











L. O. Macloon’s ‘Fog’ Dies 


From Acute B. R. Anemia 


Los Angeles, May 15. 


Efforis of Louis O. Macloon to 
stage ‘Hand in the Fog’ here are 
cold, with the producer reported to 
be heading east in search of another 
bankroll and play. 

Main stumbling block to a local 
showing of the Edgar Wallace 
thriller is the filing of claims for 
salary with Equity by members of 
the cast who are reported still look- 
ing for their San Francisco pay. 





Danes Buy B’way Flop 


‘Our Wife’ comedy by Lyon Mear- 
son and Lillian Day produced in 
New York in March has been sold 
for a quick Copenhagen production. 
Piece was shown on Broadway by 
Abe Halle and Tommy Brotherton, 
but lasted only a week. 

Sanford Greenburger agented. 











Kramer’s Revue 


Dave Kramer, formerly of the 
vaude team of Kramer and Boyle, 
is preparing a_ spring attempt 
titled, ‘Jigsaw Puzzle Revue.’ Prin- 
cipals lined up include Kramer, 
Maria Kernes, Charles Kemper, 
and Ken Nichols. Latter is also 
doing the music and lyrics. 

Show will carry 12 girls and a 
dozen principals when the roster is 
complete. Depends how it shapes 





up as to playing destination. 
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$25 AN HOUR had, also the Guild's cast impressed Berlin, May 3. AN AMAZING CAREER| ‘Kiki’. and ‘Lulu Belle’) the play 
as better balanced. Instead of a A drama in five acts by Hanns Johst, turned out to be a success. But 
Comedy in three acts presented at the | male lead, the Guild's presentation | produced by Dr. Ulbrich at the Berlin Chicago, May 9. ‘Hard-Boiled Angel’ may be the e 
Masque May 10 by Alfred Aarons and ; . 7 , inane Statetheatre, starring Albert Bassermann *) he -— . ad > septi if 4 = 
asq } y ; 3 | fives the honor to an actresS—!) thar Muethel, featuring Emmy Sonne- Ethel Barrymore as star-preducer of a! ception the jagged spots ar 
Thomas Mitchell; written by Gladys Unger judith Anders thar & . ‘e b> 3 farce cdmedy by Victor Wittgenstein and moothed . are 
‘ te Clesmeth> Ceanmen Metkun Clem 1 Anderson. mann, Walter Frank, etc. Sets by Benno | ***** | . : i) . 
and Leyla orgie; rg xa, g “ . ; civ -zA t Sheridan Gibney. Settings by Robert Ed- 
Baclanova and Jean Arthur featured; But the play is the same in story v rent. mond Jones. Staged by ‘E. M. Blythe.’ At — 
staged by Mitchell. essentials and actually there isn't ‘| the Harris, Chicago, opening May at . 
Miss Minners............Natalie Browning | much fun about it. Indications are This is the most successful play | $2.75 top. Her Majesty the Wid 
Anne Olsen... ainics wieean are ST that the foreign audiences thought] of the day in Germany. Play has Lavenne Danielli....... Sebastian Bragsiott! ° ow 
rs. Rosenwasser.......... elena ppor : a f amar Te hia = SE, woth Gass bweun Georgie Drew endum 
Claude de Rozay........... Georges Metaxa | it more laughable than over here. been accepted by more than 50 the ee ines | oes + se eran Rwy K-—— Los Angeles, May 10. 
William...........---..-.Stanley Harrison| It discusses the divergent view- | atres all over the country, most of Anére Barteau..........ae- Alfred A. Hesse Road production (no producer credits) of 
rrr e James BE. Lightfoot | points of some men in regard to the; themare successfully playing it, and | Oscar Schwartz............+. Misha Ferenzo ; % comedy in three acts by John Charles 
Hope Belmore......++..+++.. Cyrena Smith | infidelities of their wives, one of many others are preparing to stage | Max von Klempe....,,....... David Tearle | Brownell at Erlanger's Biltmore. Pauline 
Boe, BEOMAKGE sos voc ecaveesevs Ralph Sanford whicl outs this line: ‘Fidelity is | it Frau Hochstein Landerschlager, Frederick starred. Cast: Grayce Hamp- 
Germaine Granville........ Olga Baclanova cn spouts this alee y 6). , Josephine Hull | to", Boyd Irwin, Carlyle Moore, Jr., Dwight 
Pain. cece stacaun sve eer cu Jean Arthur | not a virtue—it is stupid. ; The Berlin State theatre has put | artist's Model...... or ee Erna Rowan | Frye, Isabel Withers, Laurette Bullivant 
Br. Barto. .6o.cessacedeessess Paul Huber Paola Grazia, however, has his/the play over in very big style as/ Robert Brainard.......... Frederic Worlock | #74 Richard Tucker. Plays only three days 
ae own ideas about that. He declares] the first production under the new | An Attendant........ ..Louis Deigardo | &t Biltmore at $1.65 top before moving to 
.. | if he caught his wife with another | regime, in fact a personal produc- | Gretchen......--++.. se eeees Eleanor Powers | San Francisco, and then north along the 
Advance reports favored _ this ern ' 5 ’ UNS WSs S02.k bd6d cc bake whe < Reed McClelland | Coast. Staged by Edward Elsnor. 


feminine collaboration, but a flossy 
first night Broadway audience re- 
versed that prognostication. So did 
the reviewers. 

‘$25 an Hour’ is scened within the 
studio of an attractive vocal teach- 
er, Claude De Rozay, a young Ru- 
manian who flopped in his operatic 


@ebut abroad because of stage 
fright. Much of the story has to do 
with his amours, two attractive 
blondes fighting for his affections, 


end with his occasional excursions 
with the pupils. 

At the curtain Germaine Gran- 
ville, who conducts a smart gown 
shop, is Claude’s mistress and a 
jealous one. She had backed him 
in the studio venture and the ease 
with which he is gathering coin 
makes him forget his early stage 
ambition. 

After a fiery interchange, Ger- 
maine departs for Paris to be gone 
three months. Tut she has it all 
fixed up, that her lover will be 
saved for her return. Lucy, one 
of her customers, even more attrac- 
tive than the modish Germaine, has 
agreed to move into the _ studio. 
When she calmly tells Claude that 
she is assigned to do everything 
Germaine had done, it isn’t believ- 
able. 

Disregarding his orders to go and 
stay away, Lucy returns and while 
Claude is enticing a girl pupil walks 
down the stairs of the duplex in pa- 
jamas. The visitor, although tipsy, 
stalks out angrily. Lucy then tells 
him what it is all about—that she 
Was present at his unfortunate 
vocal debut, that she has seen him 
at the opera weekly and that she 
realizes now that she has always 
been in love with him. Later she is 
disclosed as an impresario, wishing 
to guide him to operatic fame. She 
wishes to marrv him, too. 

Before that Germaine changes her 
mind about sailing and storms into 
the studio. The scrap between the 
girls provides the second act cur- 
tain, a pair of blondes rolling across 
the floor in grips. 

There are three featured players, 
Georges Metaxa as Claude, Olga 
Baclanova as Germaine, and Jean 
Arthur as Lucy. They all have their 
moments, and a fair amount of fun 
is provided. Metaxa, who landed 
last season in ‘The Cat and the 
Fiddle,’ warbles to the new love of 
his life nicely enough, but with no 
special tenor power. Miss Arthur 
and the Russian Mme. Baclanova 
are from pictures, with all three 
leads making for an exceptionally 
good-looking set of players. 

The singing of an aria from 
‘Rigoletto’ by Catherine Field at the 
opening of the show was the high- 
light, drawing long and loud plaud- 
its. Miss Field was in the coast 
company of ‘Cat and the Fiddle.’ 

‘$25 an Hour’ brought together 
Alfred E. Aarons, and Thomas Mit- 
chell managerially, the latter doing 
the staging and pacing the perform- 
ance well. But it looks like wasted 
ance well. Show is better than the 
critics indicated, but doubtful of 
overcoming the effects of the 
notices. Ibee. 


MASK AND THE FACE 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Guild May 8 by the Theatre Guild: trans- 


lated from the Italian of Luigi Chiarelli 
by W. Somerset Maugham; staged by 
Philip Moeller. 

Elisa Zanotti.................Shirley Booth 
Giorgio Alamari........ Donald McClelland 
Marta Sette. «sciccccveccsecs Dorethy Patten 
So yh . . re Leo G. Carrot! 
Wanda Gefreni....cccocccess Alice Reinheart 
Marco Miliotti........ kee wen Ernest Cossart 
PiOTO PMC... ccbecscceces Charles Campbeli 
Savina Geasis. ..<ccveccess Judith Anderson 
Count Paolo Grazia......... Stanley Ridges 
Luciano Spina........... Humphrey Bogart 
AMETER. cocvocececeveccecece Manart Kippen 
SGEED . 06 60-660 6nGb0004008 William Lovejoy 
BO 6 062 we eeneesSrevenedb case Joan Marion 


There was some speculation o\ 
the selection of this play by 
Guild, but there had to be another 
show to complete the subscription 
season, and it might as well be this 
known piece, which will span a five- 
week period. No more. 

‘The Mask and the Face,’ which 
makes a farce out of a funeral, has 
been done on both sides of the At- 
lantic. Nine years ago Brock Pem- 
berton produced it with William 
Faversham in the lead. Ran one 
performance less than two weeks, 
and as few people saw it, the Guild 
probably figured that 
reason tor digging it up 


There are some differences in the 


two presentations. Somerset 
Mauer} m’s present version of the 
Italian original appeared distinctly 
lighter than that which Pemberton! 


as another 


man, he'll kill her. Paola has a 
chance to go into action that very 
hour. The intruding male escapes, 
but when he clutches his Savina’s 
throat, he can't go through with it. 
So he sends her off to another land 
and to appease his vanity swears 
that he strangled Savina and that 
she sank in the lake (Como). 
After six months in the pen he is 
acquitted. On that day the wife 
comes back, heavily veiled. They 
spend the night together and they 
are real lovers again. There is a 
complication. The body of a wom- 
an is retrieved from the lake and 
it is presumed to be Savina. All 
the Grazia friends are on hand in 
solemn black and the funeral pro- 
ceeds in another room as the lovers 
clinch happily. 
Miss Anderson seemed to enjoy 
herself playing Savina, a _ part 
lighter than her usual assignments. 
Stanley Ridges made a very good 
Pavia. Shirley Booth attracted some 
attention as a wife whose chief aim 
is tc have affairs with other men 
Ernest Cossart is the husband, cog- 
nizant of his mate’s activities, but 


tion by the new boss, Dr. Ulbrich. 
Play is big b.o. here, with marvel- 
ous press notices. 

American availability could be 
rated nil. Its German point of in- 
terest is that this play happens to 
portray almost exactly public opin- 
ion rampant among a large propor- 
tion of the population just now. 

Schlageter was the name of a 
man considered a national hero. 
When the French occupied the 
Rhineland, young Schlageter (a stu- 
dent and a former distinguished 
army officer) took charge of a group 
of’ young Hotspur patriots. He 
Llew up some bridge or other, was 
arrested and sentenced to death by 
the French and suffered the supreme 
penalty in an heroic manner. 

This story has been very well 
dramatized by Hanns Johst, who is 
one of the really sincere National- 
ists now, although he started out 
on the extreme left wing of the 
Communists 10 years ago. Play has 
some very good dialog, and is well 
constructed. As a drama it’s 
doubtless a good job. It was writ- 
ten a few years ago, but in view of 





explains he is partly to blame be- 
cause he is 7% years her senior. 
‘The Mask and the Face’ will do 
as a fill-in, but the Guild probably 
has no plans to tour it. Actually 
it is a revival. Ibee. 


They Ali Come to Moscow 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Lyceum May 11 by the Players Theatre; 
written by John Washburne and Ruth 
Kennell; staged by William J. O'Neill, 


Dunya Sulich........ Natasha Boleslavsky 
Bart Collins. ...cccccceses Thomas Paradine 
SUR. THAFEP . coccccccccccece Maurice Manson 
ME 6 caskeece ct e+eeeees-Marjorie Dalton 
Koienko ....... sesceeeeeesMichael Dalsky 
Betty Granfield...... +e+e+-Lillian Walters 
BEOUy “MEImts. 220s cccovscvccesocs Aileen Poe 
Natalya Brikin.........- éccedacraes Tamara 
Dmitri Nikragow...... boeeanes Cornel Wilde 
John McNair..... one stpectess Jack Davis 
Joseph Lebetz...... eesaus Boris Marshalov 
Andrey Brikin........ ecccece Clifford Odets 
RERED  COMIINB san oc cpadvecseccen Marie Neville 
Die am TEARS TABOR. cccceccccces Olga Krolow 
Dr. Servey Strogov..... Rani Jovanowitsch 
Wietoe Bidricew.... cccdeccecesé Cecil Clovelly 
An O.G.P.U. Officer....... Roger G. Moore 
An O.G.P.U. Officer.....George Spelvinsky 





Second comedy this season about 
Russia, Soviet brand. First was 
‘Clear All Wires,’ which did mod- 
erately well. ‘They All Come to 
Moscow’ has little chance to turn 
the trick. It’s too confusing. A 
glossary should have been supplied. 


its political tendency it never got a 
production, That’s the very reason 
why now, fitting in perfectly with 
the present trend, it’s such a hit. 
Lothar Muetkel in the title part 
is very good, and Albert Basser- 
mann. as might be expected, gives 
an outstanding performance in the 
role of an old general. The rest of 
the very large cast is also happily 
chosen, with the exception of one 
Emmy Sonnemann, an import from 
the provinces, playing the feminine 
lead very amateurishly. 


JOOSS BALLETS 


’ 
German ballet troupe directed by Kurt 
Jooss. Opened at the Salle Pleyel, Paris, 
April 27, for a limited engagement. Pre- 
seated by A. Meckel and L. Greaain, 





The chief claim made for the in- 
terest created by these ballots is 
their distinct originality, modern 
treatment verging on surrealism and 
the angular style which charac- 
terizes the movements of the danc- 
ers ana breaks away from conven- 
tions and traditions. The scenic 
backgrounds and costumes are 
marked by a simplicity which never 
distracts the attention from the 
dancers. 

The principal number is ‘La Ta- 
ble Verte’ (‘The Green Table’), 





‘Moscow’ has a heap of local color 
in its one-scene set (quite okay in 
its way), a living room, the en- 
trance to which is from steps 
through a front window. Perhaps 
further work on the script would 
have resulted in a box-office draw, 
for there are elements of a strange 
show in an unusual locale. 


tery play, and that is not what 
was intended. Sponsors, mostly 
new to Broadway, denied that 











‘Moscow’ was a propaganda work, 
but that is not strictly true. One 
of the points clearly put forth is 
ithat the Soviet puts everything 
secondary to the achievement of its 
“Sive-Year Plan, which comes be- 
{tween a young Red industrial di- 
rector end his devoted wife. 

In the crowded quarters of an 
American newspaperwoman, editor 
of the ‘Moscow News,’ there comes 
a varieu group of people. Among 
them are John McNair, an Amer- 
ican engineer working on a project 
known as the ‘Gosmet,’ and his sec- 
retary, Natalya, wife of Andrey 
Birkin, the director. Andrey is so 
taken with his work that Natalya 
sees little of him. Te hes an idea 
that she loves McNair and quietly 
secures a divorce that she raay he 
free. But it turns ont that Natalya 
loves her Andrey—clinch for the 
curtain. She is content then, even 
though he must leave for Siberia 





oa «| for the cause. 


That thread of the story became 
clear, but there were many other 
angles. A girl about te become an 
unwed mother arrives from Ger- 
many, demanding a doctor. For a 
time she was weak and weary, but 
toward the finish she seemed to 
have just dropped the whole mat- 
ter. One Lebets, another engi- 
neer, prefers charges of sabotage 
against McNair and friends. So the 
secret police conduct an investiga- 
tion on the spot. Other events in- 
trude, and to murk it up further a 
nutty ex-count makes furtive en- 
trances and exits. 





Tt is something of a Russian mys- | 


which was shown here last July at 
the Champs Elysees and won for the 
Jooss company the first prize in the 
international choreographic compe- 
tition held in Paris in 1932. The im- 
pressive nervous but precise mili- 
tary- ‘rill effect of the troupe is par- 
ticulaa marked in the eight scenes 
of this extraordinary ballet which 
is a satirical and sardonic commen- 
tary of the destructive power of war 
and shows politicians and diplomats 
harranguing in rhythm. Tke music 
is by Fritz Cohen. 

The three new numbers all por- 
tray striking imagery combined 
with an intense sense of reality. ‘La 
Grend Ville’ (‘The Big City’), with 


p usie Alexandre Tansman, de- 
} seri uw » hectic modern life of any 
big ,0lis. ‘Un Bal au Vieux 
Vieni A Ball in Old Vienna’) is 


the musc graceful and delicate of 
all, treated a little less radically 
modernistic than the others, but 
with a touch of burlesque here and 
there. The music is composed by 
the old rival of Strauss, Joseph 
Lanner, and arranged by Fritz A. 
Cohen. ‘Pavane pour une Infante 
Defunte’ (‘Pavens for 2 Deceased 
Infanta’) is inspired by the exqui- 
site composition of Maurice Ravel 
and is an outstanding example of 
how every note in sound can be 
spoken in movement. 

There is little doubt that the 
Jooss Ballets, which, according to 
present negotiations, will most 
probably be booked in America by 
F. C. Coppicus of Columbia Con- 
certs, who is now in Paris, are of 
international appeal. 





in ‘Chauve-Souris.’ She is Natasha 
Boleslavsy (wife of Richard, the 
director) and an attractive blonde 
under her ’kerchief headdress. 
There also was Tamara, who 
strummed a guitar and sang in New 
York’s night clubs and vaude stages 
a couple of seasons back. She was 
the demure Natalya. Clifford Odets 
did a neat job as Birkin, willing to 
sacrifice his beloved, but not his 
party as Dunya called it. 

If ‘They All Come to Moscow’ 
were not so confusing it might have 
broken the spring's long string of 





There is. however, an enjoyable 
character, that of Dunya, a maid, 
made up plump plus red petticoat. 
Her shrill exclamations recall her! 


so-so shows Ibee. 


Plays about grand opera divas 
have been numerous but not suc- 
cessful ‘An Amazing Career’ has 
the advantage of approaching the 
theme from a 100% farcical stance. 
But that is also the weakness of 
this attraction. Its humors dre 
more or less artificially sustained, 
and the whole enterprise is brittle, 
precarious and uneven. Fortunately 
there are some bright sallies and 
several genuine comic moments, a 
good cast, and Miss Barrymore, so 
that when the performance is fin- 
ished, a measure of amusement has 
been provided and if complete en- 
grossment hasn't been achieved, no- 
body has been caught yawning. 

There are four husbands suc- 
cessively acquired and cut adrift in 
the 20-year-long career of the grand 
opera diva. With each marriage is 
added step-children whom the diva 
loves impartially, but vaguely as to 
which is which. Ultimately the 
brood numbers something like nine 
children, but only two of these, and 
then for a but a moment in Act III, 
are ever seen by the audience. 
There are three changes of scenery 
and the costumes vary from 1910 to 
1931. Incidentally Miss Barrymore 
first in the high-necked picture-hat- 
ted attire of 1910 and again in a 
velvet negligee appropriate to 1920 
looks stunning. 

While the first-nighters and such 
undependable barometers may feel 
that Miss Barrymore could have 
chosen better, she may be presumed 
to know something about her own 
following on the road, and it is asa 
touring attraction, probably avoid- 
ing New York altogether, that ‘An 
Amazing Career’ should no doubt 
be judged. Miss Barrymore has 
sought to deliver comedy, and while 
the plot is structurally flimsy, the 
dialog is generally good, often 
clever, and there are laughs. 

Of a uniformly able’ support 
Sebastian Braggiotti is the hand- 
somest of the husbands, Alfred 
Hesse the most whimsical, David 
Tearle the most bombastic, and 
Frederick Worlock the one that is 
presumed to end the series. Misha 
Ferenzo and Josephine Hull stand 
out in small parts. Land. 


HARD BOILED ANGEL 


Albany, May 15. 
Three-act play by Wilson Collison, fea- 


turing Lenore Ulric; production by Arch 
Selwyn; staged by William Sullivan. Top 
price $2.20. 

ee rere ee Paul Kelly 
RAE: MINOME. 2.0. ccseves Catherine Dale Owen 
Bob Geldiss..........+.... Walter Armitage 
Phit Roland...... eeoccvecses Henry Daniell 


Migs Fisher. ..cccccccsccccese Sane 
Mima 


Farrell 
Caraon...6s- eccocccces Lenore Ulric 





Lenore Ulric again demonstrates 
her ability to delight an audience in 
‘Hard-Boiled Angel,’ opening at the 
Capitol theatre Tuesday night. It 
is her vibrant personality that gives 
this play its appeal. Though it may 
appeal to the discriminating on the 
road, it is not yet prepared for 
Broadway. 

The story is of the good old tri- 
angle. A group of passengers trav- 
eling by airplane and forced down 
somewhere between New York and 
Los Angeles during a heavy storm 
finds an abandoned cabin. People 
remain in the cabin until a rescue 
plane comes to their relief three 
hours latc*. 

Included in the group are a wo- 
man missionary, who is easily 
shocked; a man and wife; a friend 
of the husband in love with the 
wife; the hard-boiled but angelic 
girl, and the pilot. 

Though blunt in her speech and 
manner, Mima, who refuses to di- 
vulge who she is or where she came 
from, makes herself adored by all, 
even the missionary, when she steps 
intentionally in front of a bullet 
aimed at the wife by the despondent 
husband. Brooding over the un- 
faithfulness of his wife, the hus- 
band walks out of the cabin and 
takes his life by cutting his throat. 

At the end Mima wins the heart 
of the pilot, after he repulsed her. 

Although programmed as a com- 
edy, the play is interwoven with 
melodrama and tragedy. While the 
frequent jokes were appreciated, yet 
many of them by innuendo were 
pretty blue. 

‘Hard-Boiled Angel’ has a good 
supporting cast. Mr. Kelly’s fine 
characterization of Joe Martin was 
well received. Armitage, Daniell 
and the attractive Miss Owen did 
extremely well. 

It has been said that whenever 
Miss Ulric appeared in a production 
with the name of a character con- 





taining four letters (‘Tiger Rose,’ 


thetic 








Pauline Frederick gives this play 
its first staging. Dialog and action 
mark the effort as an ordinary of- 
fering, with the cast unable to carry 
it to réal distinction. 


Show needs polishing up before it 
can be rated as even mild entertain. 
ment for the road. First act, though 
best of the lot in speed, dialog and 
action, finds Pauline Frederick re- 
sorting to a performance bordering 
on burleycue for laughs. 


Second act falters in tempo, with 
occasional lapses when it is not cer- 
tain whether the action is going to 
pull through or stop dead. Appar- 
ent nervousness on the part of the 
cast at this opening performance 
locally may have been responsible 
for this hesitancy. In the third 
stanza the cast returns more to nor- 
mal and peps up the action, but still 
does not attain sufficient speed. 


Other than her too-broad comedy 
in the first stanza, Miss Frederick, 
seemingly under a strain to satisfy, 
gives a pleasing performance. She 
is capably assisted by Grayce 
Hampton as the domineering maid, 
who, however, fails to take advan- 
tage of a drunken scene in the last 
act. Isabel Withers and Laurette 
Bullivant give good accounts of 
themselves, as does Richard Tucker. 
The two juves, Carlyle Moore, Jr., 
and Dwight Frye, show a tendency 
throughout to chew the scenery. 

‘Her Majesty’ is the story of a 
mother who had once been unhap- 
pily married and now seeks to break 
up an affair between her son and a 
designing femme who is much older 
than the youth. Yarn is light and 
has hardly sufficient weight to sup- 
port an evening in the theatre. 


AMBER 


Los Angeles, May 12 
Road production, no producer credits. 
Pauline Frederick in a comedy drama in 
prologue and three acts by Martin Brown. 
Directed by Edward Elsnor, At the Biit- 
more for three nights and a mat, com- 


mencing May 11, Top, $1.50. Cast: 
Marjorie Ashton, Pauline Frederick, 
Dwight Frye, Joseph McGuire, Grayce 
Hampton, Carlyle Moore, Jr., Isabel 
Withers, Richard Tucker, Laurette Bul- 
livant, Boyd Irwin, 

Taking the scarlet woman 19 


years after her initial disgrace and 
attempting to rehabilitate her, Mar- 
tin Brown's ‘Amber’ wades through 
melodrama, sophistication, English 
comedy, and mother love only to 
wind up as sugary romance. 

While all this may be just dandy 
for exploiting Pauline Frederick's 
versatility as an actress, it results 
in the audience’s bewilderment. 

The heroine starts out in an 
Italian resort as a notorious baddie 
who is visited by her son, whom 
she hasn't seen since he was three. 
He tells her that a deathbed con- 
fession has revealed that she had 
been framed. Boy and mother be- 
come reunited. 

Chance meeting with some of his 
friends and the arrival of his 
fiancee complicate the situation and 
the mother is considered a dud be- 
cause of her subdued and repentant 
attitude. 

Seeing that she will never set 
along with his sort of people, she 
attempts to shock them all, so that 
the boy may break away from his 
obligations. This delights the 
friends who think she’s ‘just too 
precious. Rather than let this 
block her purpose, she runs off with 
a middle-aged friend of her son, 
hoping to thus shock him into 
abandoning her. Instead the esca- 
pade results in her saving the boys 
sweetheart from a fatal mistake 
while she herself falls in love with 
her running mate. ‘ 

Miss Frederick gives a highly 
artificial and actorish performance, 
a bit 1920 even for her draw. Her 
son’s part is essayed by Dwight 
Frye, an excellent character actor 
but sadly miscast in his present as- 
signment, failing to get the sym- 
pathy the role calls for. Richard 
Tucker walks through the play with 
ease and polish as the man the 
heroine finally gets. Grayce Hamp- 
ton has some rough comedy to de- 
liver. 

Joseph McGuire is rather 
as a good-looking rouse 
Italian major domo who is vampe 
by Isabel Withers. Carlyle Moore, 
Jr., does a young English peer? 
rather well but Boyd Irwin, 45 a 
father of Frve’s fiancee, is aimos 
a burlesque Englishman. Laurette 
Bullivant, the fiancee, on 
Marjorie Ashton as the stars ma! 
winds up the cast. 


syn- 


1S 








» aaa 





a 
PY 


6 etl et oe ee mm ons La 


del 





Fra 
Hoi 


Stre 
ton. 


May 
Chic 


troit 
18; 
ton 


Le 
wrig 
8CcCen 
Aust 
¢€om} 

Pr; 











play 
But 
i@ ex- 
$ are 


dow 


10. 
its) of 
*harles 
’auline 
Hamp- 
dwight 
llivant 
e days 
ing te 
% the 


play 
ction 
y of- 
carry 


ore it 
‘tain- 
ough 
y and 
Kk re- 
ering 


with 
tcer- 
ng to 
ppar- 
f the 
nance 
isible 
third 
) nor- 
t still 


medy 
erick, 
\tisfy, 

She 
rayce 
maid, 
ivan- 
e last 
urette 
ts of 
ucker. 
hb oes 
dency 
of a 
nhap- 
break 
and a 
older 
t and 
) sup- 


y 12. 
credits. 
ama in 
Brown, 
e Biit- 
, com- 
Cast: 


erick, 


dandy 
arick’s 
esults 


of his 
f his 
n and 
id be- 
entant 


r get 
e, she 
o that 
m his 

the 
it too 
this 
f with 
r son, 
into 
esca- 
boy's 
istake 
> with 


highly 
nance, 
Her 
ywight 

actor 
nt as- 

sym- 
ichard 
y with 
n the 
{amp- 
to de- 


syn- 
youns 
amped 
Moore, 
puppy 
as the 
almost 
purett@ 

fair 
. maid, 





‘18-20, 

‘ ‘Her Majesty, the Widow’ and 
Amber,’ Erlanger, Columbia, San 
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Caponsacchi $14,000; ‘Career, $11,500, “*3:.te~,Pitsre, 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 
At $7,500 or slightly better, George 


disappointment last week at the 


Lead Chicago as List Ups fo Eight M. Cohan’s ‘Pigeons and People’ a 


Chicago, May 15. 

Chicago had to wait until May 
to reach the high water mark of 
the season of 1932-33. Last week 
there were eight attractions in 
town with pretty good business for 
at least three of them, ‘Capon- 
gacchi,’ ‘Amazing Career,’ and 
‘when Ladies Meet.’ 

This week George M. Cohan adds 
bis ‘Pigeons and People’ and his 
own persuasive self to the list and 
ghould be in the money. Marionette 
yevue, “The Piccoli,’ following ‘When 
Ladies Meet’ into Rollo Timponis 
Jair, the Erlanger, will give five 
matinees. 

Not without importance in con- 
sidering grosses for the past fort- 
night has been the _ atrocious 
weather. Having forgotten to do 
much raining in April the clouds 
turned on the spigots and it is a 
matter of official U. S. Bureau rec- 
ord that it rained daily throughout 
the month of May with the excep- 
tion of May 4. Friday and Satur- 
day of last week finally brought 
out the sun. 

Doubt attaches to the future of 
‘Peggy Behave,’ pushed back to 
May 21 at the Selwyn. Lynn Over- 
man has yet to arrive in town. 

Estimates for Last Week 


. ‘An Amazing Career,’ Harris (F- 
1,084-$2.75) (2d week). Only one or 
two other dramas this season have 
sealed to $2.75, the standard price 
having been $2.20 and the real de- 
mand for balcony seats. Barry- 
more show got around $11,500, good. 
Engagement indefinite. Notices gen- 
erally favorable to farce about grand 
opera diva, unusual type of vehicle 
for Ethel Barrymore, 

‘Caponsacchi,’ Grand (D-1,207; 
$2.20). One week only, a habit with 
Walter Hampden who doesn’t milk 
the possibilities. Star and his type 
of romantic swashbuckling has a 
following here. That following 
called loudly for balcony seats, sold 
the shelf clean. Main floor was less 
densely populated. Took away a 
reported and nifty $14,000. 

‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (16th week). Bettered $3,000. 

‘On the Make,’ Garrick (F-1,276; 
$2.20) (4th week). Doing okay with 
those fancy ‘passes.’ 

‘Riddle Me This,’ Princess (D- 
958; $2.20) (5th week). Common- 
wealth attraction may hang on but 
biz plenty under $5,000. 

‘Shuffle Along,’ Illinois (M-R-1,- 
$35; $2.20) (84 week). Only musi- 
eal in town gives colored show 
some trade and using same kind of 
‘passes’ as at Garrick. Two-week 
engagement extended. Estimated 
$6,000 or so. 


‘When Ladies Meet,’ Erlanger 
(C-1,318; $2.20) (3d, final week). 
Okay three-week booking. ‘Exited 
with around $11,000. Show liked 
here. 

*Yoshe Kalb,’ Apollo (D-1,500; 
$2.20) (3d, final week). Stayed 


three days beyond three weeks for 
profitable engagement. Yiddish play 
exceeded most prognosticators’ dope. 
Maybe $6,500 last week. Moved to 
Milwaukee. 





Current Road Shows 


Week May 15 

‘Alien Corn,’ Playhouse, Boston. 

‘An Amazing Career,’ Harris, Chi- 
cago, Ill, 

‘Both Your 
Philadelphia. 

‘Broadway Rhapsody,’ Mobile, 16- 
17; Biloxi, Miss., 18; Baton Rouge, 
19; Vicksburg, 20; Shrevesport, 21; 
Monroe, 22. 

‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Hamlet,’ Ma- 
jJestic, Peoria, May 15; Davidson, 
atilwaukee, 16-17; Cass, Detroit, 18- 


Houses,’ Shubert, 


‘Dinner at Eight,’ Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Hard Boiled Angel,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burg, May 15-17; Hanna, Cleveland, 


“Pigeons and People,’ Grand Opera 
House, Chicago, Il. 

__ Stock, Parsons, Hartford; Broad 
ptreet, Newark; National, Washing- 
on, 

‘Tattle Tales,’ Lyceum, Rochester, 
May 15-17; Capitol, Albany, 18-20. 

‘The Piccoli, Erlanger theatre, 
Chicago. 7 

*Yoshe Kalb,’ Milwaukee, 15; De- 
troit, 16; Cleveland, 17; Pittsburgh, 
oe mewark, 19-21; Tremont, Bos- 
on, 22, 


Australia for Gordon 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Leon Gordon, former actor-play- 
wright and now on the Metro 
Scenario staff, leaves in July for 
Australia to recruit a repertory 








Hanna Stock June 3 
Scaled at Six Bits 


Cleveland, May 16. 

Combine of Harland Fend and 
George Fox will launch their $1 dra- 
matic stock season at Hanna June 
3, under name of Hanna Players, 
Ine. 

‘Party’s Over’ is tentatively set as 
opener, with Fox, formerly associ- 
ated with Robert McLaughlin, as di- 
rector and also playing role of 
father. Mary Nolan in ‘School Grl’ 
is another possibility. It will be the 
first producing experience for Fend, 
now p.a. for the indie Allen, who 
will act as business manager, treas- 
urer and secretary. Subscriptions 
for season, cutting rates to six bits 
per show, is a new wrinkle to be 
tried out by producers. 


Tent Reps Few and Late 


Chicago, May 15. 

Repertory companies under can- 
vas this summer will presumably be 
scarcer than ever. Late spring and 
heavy rains may, however, be a de- 
laying influence in a few instances. 

George Sweet is here from Los 
Angeles and expects to launch a 
tent rep in Western Iowa May 27. 
George Roberson, back from Florida, 
will probably reunite with his for- 
mer partner, Eskel Gifford, and 
take a tent company through his 
regular Wisconsin and Illinois ter- 
ritory. 

Jack Kelly, who stays within the 
state of Michigan, is an early 
opener. His season starts today 
(15). Justus-Romain combination 
will have a Nebraska tent rep and 
are now organizing. 


Real Grass Indeoo.s for 
Cleve. Opera Setting 


Cleveland, May 15. 

Novel experiment of planting 
trees and grass inside of city’s 
public hall, to be used as natural 
scenery for a season of summer 
garden operas, will be tried out in 
July by Ciacomo Bernadi, local im- 
presario. 
Thaddeus Wronski, of Detroit's 
Civic Opera, coming here for se- 
ries to produce ‘Robin Hood’ and 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ for week of July 
25. Operas to have local choruses 
and ballets directed by Giacomo 
Spadoni and Serge Nadejdin. 


Fassnacht Talks World 
Tour of Passion Play 


Hamilton, Bermuda, May 15. 

Plans for producing the Freiburg 
Passion Play were discussed here. 

Arriving on the Lady Somers, en 
route to the West Indies, was a 
party of three of Freiburg Players. 
They were George Fassnacht, his 
wife, and Nico Dotsch. 

On his return from Jamaica and 
other West Indies islands, Fass- 
nacht is prepared to produce his 
play here. If plans fall through, he 
says he will continue on to Cuba, 
then to Central America and on to 
Japan, with the religious spectacle 


Fox Abroad 


(Continued from page 13) 


there will be no catch to it. C. 
Klagemann will produce the 12 
regular Fox German programmers. 

Fox’s idea is to set a top budget 
for Daven and Klagemann of about 
$40,000 per picture. Pommer will 
have about $200,000 to spend on 
each of his films, which, however, 
will be made into two or three ver- 














Nixon. Maybe it’s the old story of 
the fellow who stayed away too 
long. Notices were great, dailies 
carried features on Cohan almost 
every day, so it wasn't the lack of 
publicity. 

Nixon getting ready to fold for 
season, with Lenore Ulric’s ‘Hard- 
Boiled Angel’ current for three days, 
with Walter Hampden bringing 
down the curtain following his two- 
day engagement next week. 


L. A. LEGIT IN 
DROWSY STATE 





Los Angeles, May 15. 

Legit slumbered last week with 
all attractions on the weak side. 
Pauline Frederick opened for one 
week in two bills at the Biltmore 
Monday. ‘Her Majesty the Widow’ 
played the first three days with 
‘Amber’ filling the last half. Busi- 
ness was slightly under $5,000, a 
disappointment. Miss Frederick 
went to San Francisco Sunday for 
one week, thence to Denver and the 
east. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ got $6,000 on the 
week. Profitable, but about a grand 
under the previous stanza. ‘Privilege 
Car,’ co-operative venture at the 
Hollywood Playhouse, did $670, with 
the cast getting 40%, which pays 
for their gasoline. Show closed 
Saturday, with Alexander and Nat 
Carr opening in ‘Business Before 
Pleasure’ Wednesday (17). ‘The 
Middle Watch,’ another co-opper, at 
the Music Box, fared better at $1,- 
600. Cast here is on the same per- 
centage, with some of the players 
getting as high as $75 for their 
week’s work. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law’ at the El 
Capitan drew close to $5,500, with 
the downstairs business bolding up. 
Only house in town getting any 
party business. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Counsellor-at-Law, El Capitan 
(4th week) (CD-1,571-$1.65). Nice 
profit at $5,500 estimated, with the 
cast on short money and the pro- 
duction long sinc? paid off, 

‘Dinner at Eight, Belasco (6th 
week) (CD-1,103-$2.65). Run start- 
ing to slip, but $6,000 still a highly 
profitable take. 

‘Her .Majesty the Widow’ and 
‘Amber,’ Biltmore (one week only) 
(CD-1,656-$1.65). Disappointing at 
$5,000 for the week. Little publicity 
and few stands used. 

‘Privilege Car,’ Hollywood Play- 





house (6th and last week) (CD-1,- 
152-$1.65). Staggered along with 
$600 in the till. Folded Saturday 
night. 


‘The Middle Watch,’ Music Box 
(2nd week) (C-965-$1.65). All the 
co-oppers satisfied with $1,600 on 
the week, of which they get 40%. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


May Vokes, Harlan Briggs, Alice 
Frost, Hugh Cameron, Iban Miller, 
xeraldine Brown, Gertrude Ritchie, 





‘Design for Living’ closes after a] 
season of twenty weeks with an 
amazing total gross, in a rather be- 
draggled season, Takings amount 
to over half a million. 

‘Design’ completes its 17th 
final Broadway week on Saturday, 
by which time it will have grossed 
$425,000, an average of 25,000 
weekly. It played three preliminary 
weeks out of town to an even higher 
average. Business this week is vir- 
tual capacity. Trade faltered but 
twice, Holy Week and the week the 
banks were closed. Lowest gross 
quoted was around $23,000. ‘Design’ 
is the only drama to charge $4.40 
top in the past two seasons and the 
sole show that maintained that 
scale throughout the run. Several 
musicals tried the same price top 
but dropped the scale. 

There are 26 shows on the list but 
eight are either repeats or revivals, 
mostly scheduled for limited en- 
gagements. All are in at reduced 
prices, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ being $2.75 
top, with ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ 
topped at $2.20, while ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ is $1.10. It was originally a 
$3 show but dropped to $2.20, mat- 
inee and night, in the last month or 
two of the original date. 

Business last week was slightly 
up over the previous week. ‘Strike 
Me Pink’ picked up to $27,000, but 
the most material improvement was 
for ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ which 
got $7,300, the best gross since the 
show opened three months ago. 

Last week’s three entries con- 
tinued the spring’s unbroken string 
of weaklings. ‘The Mask and the 
Face’ got $9,500 at the Guild, all 
subscription money; ‘$25 An Hour’ 
drew a critical drubbing at the 
Masque, so did ‘They All Come to 
Moscow,’ Lyceum, 

In addition to ‘Design,’ ‘20th Cen- 
tury’ will close this week. ‘It Hap- 
pened Tomorrow’ dropped out at the 
Ritz last Saturday. ‘Both Your 
Houses,’ the Pulitzer prize winner, 
comes back next week at the Barry- 
more, and ‘Patience’ will be revived 
at the St. James. No new produc- 
tions. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Best Sellers,’ Morosco (3rd week) 


and 





Design, Season's Semaatind Quits 
Bway: Does $500,000 in 20 Weeks 


takings around 
but date 


money both ways 
$5,000; change of leads due 
indefinite. 


‘It Happened Tomorrow,’ Ritz. 
Taken oft Saturday; played week 
and two days. 

‘Mask and the Face,’ Guild (2nd 
week) (C-914-$3.30). Starting pace 
$9,500, which is light here; looks 


like nothing above subscriptions. 

‘Music in the Air,” 44th St. (26th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Ticket deal 
covering eight week period (closed 
three weeks after moratorium) 
soon expires but engagement way 
hold over; $13,500. 


‘Nine Pine Street,” Longacre (4th 
week) (D-1,019-$3.30). Some bet- 
terment; may further improve as 
lists shrinks: over $4,000 claimed 


last week. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(13th week) (F-969-$3.30). Best 
gate so far last week when gross 
was quoted at $7,300; quite profit- 
able at figure; due through sum- 
mer. 


‘Run Little Chillun,’ Lyric (12th 
week) (D-1,406-$2.20). Colored 
dramatic novelty eased to $5,000 


last week; must improve to go be- 
yond this month. 


‘Strike Me Pink,’ Majestic (11th 
week) (R-1,700-$3.85). List leader 
perked up last week to $27,000; 


length of engagement not definite; 
may stay until July 1. 
‘Take a Chance,’ 


Apollo (25th 


week) (M-1,720-$3.30). Favored 
musical to fair money lately; paced 
around $14,000 last week; due to 
stick. 

‘They All Come to Moscow,’ 
Lyceum (2nd week) (C-957-$2.75). 
Opened late last week; thumbs 
down by first nighters; second 


night probably worst on Broadway. 

‘Three Cornered Moc,’ Cort (10th 
week) (C-1,043-$2.75). Not set 
after next week; paced around $4,- 
000; modest money but better than 
most other spring shows; profitable. 

*$25 an Hour,’ Masque (2nd week) 
(C-700-$3.30). Opened middle of 
last week; although regarded fair 
entertainment drew solid press 
panning; staying for picture money. 

‘Twentieth Century,’ Broadhurst 
(20th week) (C-1,118-$3.30). Final 
week; resumed date of laugh show 
after bank holiday closing disap- 
pointed; $5,000. 


Repeats and Revivals 
‘Candide,’ Booth; Voltaire work 
announced for one week; opened 
Monday. 





(C-830-$3.30). First full week 
slightly topped $6,000; not hot but 
better than other spring produc- 
tions. 

‘Biography,’ Avon (23rd week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Sixth month and 


could holdover into summer; Ina 











“Plays three weeks more; show said 





‘Wise Child.” (Complete cast.) 


Claire may appear in London, how- 
ever; $8,000 and okay. 

‘Design for Living,’ Barrymore 
(17th week) (D-1,090-$4.40). Final 
week; sustained great grosses 
throughout at high scale; closing to 
capacity; over $27,000; ‘Both Your 
Houses’ next week for repeat date. 

‘Forsaking All Others,’ Times 
Square (12th week) (D-1,057-$3.30). 


to be guaranteeing house against 
loss; paced around $5,000. 
‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (25th week) 


(M-1,395-$3.30). Holds to profitable 
gait; gross around $13,500 last 
week; listed as summer stayer. 


‘Goodbye Again,’ Plymouth (21st 
week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Making some 





Philadelphia, May 15. 


enon of four legit houses open after 
a season during which two lighted 
theatres were the average, didn't 
mean much in box office receipts. 

Two attractions were out and out 
disappointments. ‘Hi-De-Ho,’ the 
Negro revue which bowed in the 
previous Saturday at the Chestnut, | 
didn’t get $4,500 in the seven days | 
and folded. Decision was reached 
late Thursday with report show is 
going to be condensed into a tab 
Other weak sister was ‘Riddle Me 














sions. Figured that on such budgets 
the films are pretty sure to pay for, 
themselves and will carry the rest} 
of the Fox program abroad. It one | 
of the four pictures Pommer makes 
yearly can click in the U. 8. in an 
English version, that will be con- 
sidered by Fox as so much velvet 

Fox is not proposing to ship any 





money to Europe for the produc- 
tion. Money now tied up abroad 
especially in Germany, will be used 
That means that this money, rather 
than lying around in banks, will be 
put to work. Prints that are usable | 


in the U. S. will thus become profit, 





fompany to tour that country. 
Principals will be taken from here. 


any money made on them here be- 
ing kept here, although money maaée 


tures abroad is leit tnere 


on Fox pi 


got $14, 00¢ 


This.” This one was swung into}! 
the Garrick on short notice, real! 
reason being that house had one 


more week to go to fulfill agreement 


|with stage hands’ and musicians’ 
unions. Gross wasn’t over $4,000, 
and there was never any question 
'of holding the show in. 

Other two attractions were ‘Din- | 


Eight,’ at the Forrest, and 
at the Shubert 
despite 


ner at 
‘Both Your Houses,’ 
Former show got the edge 


publicity attendant on awarding 
Pulitzer Prize to the Anderson 
political play. Notices for the 


Kaufman-Ferber play were gener- 
ally better than for 
Houses.’ In fact, almost to a man 
the writers took exception to the 
choice of the latter play for the | 
prize award. 

Dinner at Bight,’ at a $2.50 tory 


Dinner’ at $14,000, ‘ 
‘Hi-De-Ho’ Weak, Folds in Philly 


; strong matinee 
The strange mid-May phenom- | build-up due to 
‘Both 
scale, got about $12,000. 
another week and both should show 
gains, although former play has the 
best of it on advance and- second- 
thought comments in the dailies, 


week or 
‘Alien Corn,’ due at the Forrest on 
| the 29th and set for one week only, 
will be the season’s wind-up. 
ture is rumored for the Chestnut— 
possibly 
summer stock has been talked of for 
the Garrick. 


only). 
and got legs 


| days 


week). 
steadily tr 
matinee 
better and may 
week 


week 
ind ne 
lable $4,000 


‘Both Your | % 


week). 
ret good 
‘ar from it 
with tne ald ¢ fa vé ry Hy 


Houses, $12,000, 


trade and a steady 
word-of-mouth. 
Houses,’ at the same 
Both stay 


Your 


No new shows are scheduled this 
next, and it looks as if 


Pic- 


‘Reunion in Vienna,’ and 


the maid in ‘Biography 


‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Imperial; repeat 
engagement announced for two 
weeks at $2.75 top; opened Monday. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ 46th Street; 
repeat engagement announced for 
two weeks at $2.20 top; opened 
Monday. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale; re- 
peat engagement at $1.10 top; 
opened Monday. 

‘June Moon,’ Ambassador; re- 
vival; opened Monday. 

‘It’s a Wise Child,’ Hudson; re- 
vival; opens tonight. 
Shakespeare theatre 
Shakespearean revivals. 


(Jolson’s); 


‘Another Language,’ Waldorf; 
repeat. 
‘Pinafore’ and ‘Trial by Jury,’ 


revivals. 


St. James; G. & S. 





Stock For New Haven 

New Haven, May 15 
Ray Burroughs has organized and 
will direct the New Haven Players, 
professionals, who wiN attempt a 
revival of legit locally via the stock 
company route. 
Plays offered will be N. Y. suec- 
cesses and will be shown here and 
in surrounding summer colonies. 


Future Plays 
*‘Shooting Stars’ is being readied 


by Crosby Gaige for immediate pro- 
duction with Francine Larrimore. 





CAST CHANGES 


Helen Westley, of Theatre Guild 
pinch hitting for Helen Salinger as 
Miss Sale 


inger ill. 











Estimates for Last Week 
*Hi-De-Ho’ (Chestnut, one 
Opened Saturday previous | 
than $4,500 in seven | 
Folded entirely. 
‘Dinner at Eight’ (Forrest, first | 
Notices good and built 
roughout week with big | 
$14,000 or a little 
beat that figure this 


| 
week | 


business 


‘Riddle Me This’ (Garrick, one 
only). Shoved in suddenly 
chance trom start nesaer~ 
‘Both Your Houses’ (Shubert, first 
Pulitzer prize play didn’t 
critical reception here 
Pusiness fairly good 








MAJESTIC THEATRE 
NEW YORK 











ut not what expected $12,006, 
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12 New Paris Plays 





Splurge of New Offerings Greet Opening of 
the Spring Season in the French Capital 





Paris, May 4. 1 i Snub a Dutch 


An avalanche of new plays and 
revivals swept the city last week. 
The list includes: 

Theatre de la Scala—‘La Revue 
Bordelaise,” by Jean Valmy and 
Robert Valaire, with Tichadel, 
Jacques Vitry, Maud Broquin and 
Maurice Lambert. 


Theatre des Ambassadeur s— 

Jacques Deval’s adaptation of the 
long-awaited Kaufman-Ferber play, 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ known in the 
French version as ‘Lundi 8 Heures,’ 
with an exceptionally fine cast, in- 
cluding Jeanne Cheirel, Roger Gail- 
lardy M. Mauloy, M. Pauley and 
others. 
’ Salle Pleyel—the celebrated Ger- 
man Ballets Jooss, with music by 
Joseph Lanner, Maurice Ravel, Fritz 
Cohen, whose. ‘Green Table’ is the 
outstanding ballet of the program 
and is soon to be seen in America, 
and Alexandre Tansman, 

Theatre de l’Ambigu-—Revival of 
‘La Fleur des Pois,’) Edouard Bour- 
det’s naughty little comedy, with 
several members of the original 
east. ; 

Odeon—‘Un Coquin’ (‘A Rascal’) 
by Mme. Elie Dautrin, with Pascal, 
Eva Reynal, Suzanne Courtal, Harry 
James, Squinquel, Bonifas, Audel, 
and Clairjois in the foreground. 
Adapted from the author's novel of 


‘the same name, 


Theatre Pigalle—‘Bootlegger,’ an 
operetta in three acts and four 
tableaux, by Nino, with music by 
Manuel Rosenthal. Idea is inspired 
by American prohibition. Cast in- 
cludes Mile. Laure: Diana and Mes- 
sieurs Marvini Martinelli, Maupi, 


Diva; Reprisals Likely 


The Hague, May 4. 
Dutch Press indignant and com- 
menting bitterly in leading articles 
over German veto against Dutch 
famous soprano Jo Vincent to fullfii 
contract in Germany. She was en- 
gaged by Kittel to sing ‘Requiem’ 
for Brahms festival in Berlin on 
May 18 and 19. 
Shortly after her acceptance Sir 
Henry Wood asked her to sing in 
London on May 17 and 20 for two 
coneerts. She telephoned to Berlin 
and got word that her engagement 
with Kittel could not be cancelled, 
This week she was notified that 
German authorities did not want 
her as for Brahms festival feeling 
it was not proper for an alien to 
appear. 
In the meantime she had another 
engagement for Hamburg and was 
approached after signing contract 
with: question whether she was a 
Jewess. She replied she was not, but 
that in art it was immaterial. Ques- 
tion still pending. 
‘As many German artists appear 
in Holland, probably treatment of 
Jo Vincent may lead to retaliations. 


South Africa 


y H. Hanson 











Capetowg, April 20. 
Determined to ma a record, 
Percy Cary, professional pianist, 
who recently played the piano for 
61 hours, announced he would do 
100 hours. He was just completing 


Cariel, Habib, Benglia Vierge and|73 hours on April 8 when he col- 


Vaillard. 


Studio des Champs Elysees—‘Si- 
mon,’ a four-act rustic drama by 
Louis Maquet, with Paul Courquin 
in the title role, supported by Yvonne 
Tramond, Germaine Albert, Mme. 
Fontanes, Emile Ronei, Pierre-Roger 
Claude Grosjean, and Mr. Longe- 
spierre. 

Theatre Tremplin—‘Le Diable Boi- 
teux’ (‘The Limping Devil’), a sa- 
tiric comedy-revue in eight scenes 
by Georges Delamere, founded on an 
18th century novel by Le Sage but 


lapsed. 


Robert Henry Dixon, who was 
foreman in charge when the Big 
Wheel was constructed at Black- 


pool, England, died at Capetown, 
April 8, aged 61. 
Luxury Liner 
The steamer, Carinthia, doing 
what is called the ‘millionaires’ 
world cruise, has arrived at 
Durban, with 290 passengers. The 


list includes Mrs. F. W. Woolworth, 
daughter-in-law of the founder of 
Woolworths; R. L. Ripley, of ‘Be- 
lieve It or Not’ notoriety; Mr. and 
Mrs. Stuart M. Aldrich. Mr. Al- 
drich is a brother-in-law of Mrs. 


brought up to the present day.|John D. Rockefeller, Jr.; Mrs. Charles 


Owing to its successful reception 
this play is moving shortly to a 
larger theatre. 

Comedie des Champs Elysees— 
Special matinee performances pre- 
sented by the Spectacles Yves Re- 
naud of ‘Obsession,’ a dramatic 
pantomime. by Alice Kampmann; 
‘Le Suicide,’ in three scenes by 
Henri Keller, and ‘Madame Leger,’ 
a gay short comedy by Mme. Louis 
Urgel. (‘Intermezzo’ continues its 
successful run ut this house as the 
regular attraction.) 

Vieux Columbier—‘Loire,’ a play 
in four acts by Andre Obey, pre- 
sented by the Compagnie des Quinze. 
The great French river is symbolic- 
ally represented by the daughters 
of the Loire who live on its banks. 
Incidental music by Claude Amen. 
Mme. Monys Prad in title role. 

Renaissance—‘Un Marie en Loca- 
eation,’ a comedy in three acts by 
Jean Picavet and G. M. Keroul, with 
Mme. Risse, Jeanne Jehanno, Mme. 
Quentin, Henry Laverne, Robert 
Hasti, and Pierre Michau. 

Antoine—‘Trois Pour Cent’ (3%), 
comedy by M. Roger-Ferdinand, 
produced by Signoret, who enacts 
the leading role. Play opened in 
March in Brussels and was reviewed 
in ‘Variety’ in April 11 issue. 


Politics Hits Stage 
Prague, May 2. 

Slovak nationalist students in 
Bratislava (Pressburg) the capital 
of slovakia, indulged in a wild dem- 
onstration against the presentation 
in the national theatre of Paul Abra- 
ham’'s popular opera ‘Ball in Savoy’ 
and forced the peice off. 

The reason for the demonstration 
against the opera was not 
the work, but because Abraham is a 
Hungarian and a Jew. 

Owing to present somewhat strain- 





due to 


Minot Amory, formerly Mrs. Van- 
derbilt; Mrs. George McKesson 
Brown, James A. Fitzpatrick, edi- 
tor of the travel talkers for M-G-M. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick is going to tell 
America about South Africa. The 
ship left Durban April 13 for East 
London, Port Elizabeth and Cape- 
town. 

Pagel’s circus and menagerie 
showing at Johannesburg and do- 
ing fair business. 

‘Desert Song,’ musical play, was 
produced at the Empire, Johannes- 
burg, commencing April 10, by 
Philip D. Levard. Principals were 
brought over from England, with 
the rest of the cast and chorus re- 
cruited locally. 


New Nijinsky Signed 
For American Visit 


Berlin, May 6. 

Ed Perkins has signed Asaf and 
Sulamith Messerer, Russian ballet 
dancers of the Moscow Grand the- 
atre, for a tour of the principal U. 8S. 
cities beginning next December in 
New York. 

Asaf Messerer, after recent suc- 
cesses in Paris and Berlin, was 
hailed by some critics as the great- 
est male dancer since Nijinsky. 

The Messerers, brother and sister, 
belong to the young generation of 
the Russian ballet. Asaf was born 
1905, and, still in his twenties. 
Sulamith is prima ballerina at the 
same theatre. 

Paris, May 5. 

America is after Messerer, the 
Russian dancer, whose opera bal- 
lets and dance recitals have been 
the talk of Paris. S. Hurok of the 
N. B. C. artists’ service is bidding 
for Messerer’s tour of the States, 
and F. C. Coppicus of Columbia 
Concerts Corp., who recently ar- 
rived here, is also in negotiation for 
appearances in America. 

Edward Perkins, concert manager 


ed relations between Hungary and|of the Los Angeles Greek theatre, 
Czechoslovakia, due to Hungary’s|now in Russia handling Mojica’s 
effort for revision of peace treaties|song recitals, flew from Sofia to 


and recent 
from Italy 
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shipment of 
of Hungarians are 


in Slovakia 


popular 


weapons 
ind Austria to Hungary,| a 
not 


Moscow to confer with Messerer on 
proposition for engagements in 
California and a joint tour of 15 
states with Mojica 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Sydney, April 16. 


Theatre managers really blamed 
the overseas studics for weak films 
and bad business. Yet, during the 
many months of the ‘film war’ good 
pictures lay idle in the vaults of 
the distributors. How very near 
the ‘war’ came to completely turn- 
ing the fans away from the movie 
theatres will never. be known. 

During the past few weeks so 
many big pictures have hit the local 
screens and pulled such remark- 
able business that both exhibitor 
and distributor have really been 
amazed. Australian fans do know 
when, and when not to buy. 





Declared a Draw 


Stuart F. Doyle, co-director of 
General Theatres, thinks that both 
exhibitor and distributor chalked 
up a victory in the recent war. 

Doyle said that G. T. had won 
many, of their points and the dis- 
tributors had also done likewise, 
M. G. M. had signed up, leaving 
only RKO yet to sign the dotted 
line. RKO had an arrangement to 
screen several of their big attrac- 


tract for the entire output had so 
far been made. 
Doyle feels that with the big pic- 
tures now being released business 
should increase. 
Discussing further points con- 


cerning the Australian field, Doyle 
said that with Fox interested in 
Gaumont-Gainsborough, and with 


the other British products already 
contracted for, G. T. would have 
two-thirds control of British pic- 
tures in this country from now on. 





Censor’s Report 


Highlights of Censor’s report dis- 
close that 378 American features 
were imported, and 153 were sub- 
jected to cuts while 20 were en- 
tirely rejected. Total of 112 Brit- 
ish pictures came into Australia, 
38 of which were cut, but none re- 
jected. 

Censor stated that while a gen- 
eral improvement was noted there 
still remained too many bedroom 
and bath scenes in pictures im- 
ported. This lapse on the part of 
producers was mainly noticed in 
British pictures. Censor also de+ 
clared that criticisms leveled at 
British pictures by Australian cen- 
sors had been upheld by the British 
Board of Censors in far stronger 
terms than any used by local cen- 
sors. 

Concerning Australian pictures, 
the Censor reported that while set- 
tings and photography were high- 
class, the acting was far below the 
standard set by overseas producers. 





Show World . 


Wet weather assisted b.o. consid- 
erably. 

‘Bird of Paradise’ stayed two 
weeks and will be replaced by ‘The 
First Year.’ ‘Sign of Cross’ solid 
on first week, copping first week’s 
trade in long while. ‘Cavalcade’ in 
this week and should pep up the 
gross at State. Getting plenty of 
free advance publicity. ‘Faithful 
Heart’ getting by nicely. ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ in this week should 


turn over a nice gross. ‘Strange 
Interlude’ was not the smash ex- 
pected. ‘Waltzes from Vienna’ 


opens this week, as also does Clark- 
son Rose and his revue. ‘While 
Parents Sleep’ going along nicely. 
‘Middle Watch’ okay. Wirth’s Cir- 
cus settled down for several weeks’ 
stay. 





New Melbourne Studio 


Stuart F. Doyle, head of Cine- 
sound Productions, has completed 
plans for the eréction of a studio 
at St. Kilda, Melbourne, for local 
talkies. 

Despite added taxes, local pro- 
ducers are going ahead making 
feature-length pictures. In all there 
are about eight units making pic- 
tures regularly here. 

The one big hope of each pro- 
ducer is to smash a picture into:a 
leading American or English’ thea- 
tre. Cinesound will attempt, to 
crash through the barriers with 
‘The Squatter’s Daughter.’ 

Universal handling the majority 
of locally made pictures for dis- 
tribution here and abroad. So far 
Universal the only American con- 
cern to take interest in local stuff. 





Mangan Sues Haik Et Al. 


Paris, May 4. 

Francis A. Mangan, whose stage 
attraction and scenic effects were a 
factor in putting across the Rex, 
Jacques Haik’s theatre, which has 
Leen amalgamated with the Gau- 
mont interests, is bringing suit 
against the Haik-Gaumont combi- 
nation for 2,000,000 francs, alleging 
breach of contract. In addition, 
Mangan is bringing a separate suit 
against Haik, alone, for the recov- 
ery of 1,000,000 francs he says he 
personally paid out. 





tions in G. T. houses, but no con- |’ 


| DLondon Show World 


I 





London, May 6. 


Charles Cochran's production of 
‘Music in the Air,’ scheduled for His 
Majesty's theatre, May 12, has had 
to be postponed at the last moment 
owing to injuries sustained by Ar- 
thur Margetson, male singing lead, 
in a motor accident. 

The doctor has informed the actor 
he will be unable to appear for 
three weeks. Cochran is paying the 
chorus full salary during the post- 
ponement, 





Beck’s Shopping 


Martin Beck, before he _ sailed, 
negotiated with Charles Cochran 
for the American rights of ‘Mother 
of Pearl,’ from the German of Al- 
fred Grunwald, adapted by A. P. 
Herbert, with music by Oscar 
Straus. Show, currently at the 
Gaiety, will have to be freely adapt- 
ed for America. Beck will do the 
show whenever he can. get Alice 
Delysia for her original part in the 
London production. 

Beck is also likely to leave here 
with the American rights of ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ the Erik Charell produc- 
tion which ran at the Coliseum for 
a whole year. American rights 
were originally held by Sir Oswald 
Stoll and recently forfeited. { 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,’.a mystery play 
currently at the Haymarket, struck 
Beck’s fancy. But when he sent 
Eric Wolheim, his scout, after the 
American rights he found they had 
nlready been' disposed: of by ‘Au- 
brey Blackburn to Crosby Gaige 
and Lee Shubert. 





Young Rowson as Lit. Agent 
Geoffrey Rowson, younger son of 
Simon Rowson, the film magnate, 
has joined Frank Zeitlin in a com: 
pany registered under the title Row- 


json & Zeitlin, Ltd., which will con+ 


duct business as a theatrical book- 
ing agency. 
They will 
writers, 


specialize in screen 





MGM Drafts Novarro 


Juast as the Palladium manage- 
ment began to get interested in Ra- 
mon Novarro for their headline at- 
traction June 5, after ‘Crazy’ season 
finishes, Novarro ducked. Reason is 
he has received an intimation from 
Metro he would be needed for a 
fortnight at the Empire. It is now 
practically certain Novarro goes 
into’ the Empire and will appear 
concurrently with his picture, ‘The 
Barbarian.’ Picture due at Empire 
May 19, 


Boswells in London 


Boswell Sisters have finally been 
signed to open in London. Girls 
open at the Palladium for two 
weeks in July and double at the 
Cafe de Paris, 


All-American Tour 


First real attempt to run an all- 
American bill in the provinces is 
now practically settled. Program 
will include Kimberly and Page, 
Count Bernivici and band of 12 
Englishmen, Bobby ‘Uke’ Henshaw, 
Fred ‘Pansy’ Sanborn, Deszo Retter 
and Campbell and Wise, known in 
America as Bloom and Asher, 

Show will carry an advance pub- 
licity man. There will be plenty of 
‘black-outs,’ and all acts will dig 
into their memory for former Amer- 
ican show hits. Unit is booked to 
open at Chatham, for tryout, with 
several more dates pencilled in, de- 
pending on the success of the open- 
ing. Negotiations are on 60-40 ba- 
sis, with aggregation to get bigger 
end. But there is one fly in the 
ointment. It is doubtful whether the 
Ministry of Labor will allow the 
whole thing to happen, despite ar- 
guments that Bernivici is giving 
employment to 12 English musicians 
and Sanborn employes an English- 
man in his act. 





Tryout Clicks 


‘Gallows Glorious,’ a story about 
John Brown, authored by Ronald 
Gow, a school teacher, and pro- 
duced at the Arts Theatre Club 
April 30, has been taken by Daniel 
Mayer Company, and will %e pro- 
duced almost immediately at the 
Shaftesbury theatre. 


Grabs ‘All Wires’ | 

‘Clear All Wires,’ produced at the 
Piccadilly Sunday evening, April. 30, 
for one performance, proved one of 
the most sought-after plays in re- 
cenf years. A. E. Abrahams, who 
concentrates on letting his theatres, 
decided this was the kind of play 
he wanted to speculate upon. 

He outbid everybody else, and 
play will be produced at the Gar- 
rick, owned by Abrahams, and now 
leased to Leon M. Lion for ‘Beggars 
in Heli,’ which will be withdrawn 
after a very short run. 





‘Ballyhoo’ as Tab 

Shortage of ‘stunt’ attractions 
responsible for Harry Foster stag- 
ing at the Leicester Square week 
of May 1 for a fortnight a slightly 
condensed version of ‘Ballyhoo,’ just 
terminated a fairly successful run 
at the Comedy theatre. Show lasts 
around 90 minutes, with rest of 
program devoted to five vaudeville 
acts. 

‘Ballyhoo’ seems to be lost in the 
big Leicester Square. It is not va- 
viety as the regulars have become 








to know it here, 
too subtle. 
Vaudeville section consists of 
acts that have played around the 
West End pretty freely. Only new. 
comer is A. J. Powers, Scottish 
comedian, 


The humor was 





At the Pav. 


London Pavilion bill week of 
1 did not encounter any tron 
—_ — incident is local mimic, 
nna Rogers, out after f ‘ 
reagree ty first day due 
Newcomers are Alene and Ey 
— American hand-balancer.” 
who are now attempting tz ‘ 
their strong suit. + ay ae 
Archie Glen, one of the best E 
‘ ’ yar e 
lish ‘drunks,’ who played Amarins 
some while ago, and will return, ig 
doing new act, which is not "as 
funny as his previous offerings. 
Desty, Delso and Roberts, French 
acrobatic ballroomers, are about 
best in their line, with the femme 
of trio working splendidly despite 
her plumpness. 
The Big Four, 
Richie, typical 
among others. 


male quarter; Bud 
Irish comic, are 





U. S. Acts in Line for 
-Semi-Command Show 





London, May 6. 

George Black is keeping the se- 
lection of artists to appear at the 
Palladium May 22 in aid of the Va- 
riety Artists’ Benevolent Fund and 
Institution a closed secret—even 
more so than in former years. 

While this is not actually a 
command performance it is pa- 
tronized by the King and Queen. 

There is no doubt there is a cer- 
tain antipathy towards American 
acts. Black would rather do with- 
out American talent, if it were pos- 
sible, but it is not. 

No official intimation has been 
given of those included, but from 
inside sources they are likely to be 
as follows: 

Roy Fox and Band, Ganjou 
Brothers and Juanita Richards, 
who comprise Myer Golden’s ‘Ro- 
mance in Porcelain,’ Cardini, Wile 
liam and Joe Mandel, Wilson, Kep- 
pel and Betty, Omar, Geraldo and 
His Gaucho Band, from the Savoy 
hotel, Evelyn Laye, Billy Bennett, 
Billy Russell, Gaston and Andre, 
Carlo, Medicine Six, and the entire 
‘Gang’ from the Palladium. 

There is also a rumor the Pal- 
ladium management have cabled 
an invitation to Burns and Allen to 
come for this occasion. 


LOCAL ALIEN BAN 
The Hague, May 3. 
Agitation against foreign talent 
kept up here. In Groningen, in 
northeast of Holland, the burgoe- 
master has banned all foreign pere 
formers during the fair in May. 
Places of entertainment which 
employ foreign musicians will not 
get a music license. 





‘Rat’ Not Funny 


(Continued from page 1) 


but I’ve lost my job and my wife is 
going to have another baby.’ 


What Is a ‘Rat’? 


Justice Ford had originally dis- 
missed the complaint which Kraft 
filed on the ‘rat joke’ premise, but 
in a two and a half page opinion 
the Appellate Division features the 
‘rat’ as its reason for reversing the 
lower court and giving Kraft 4 
chance to go before a jury. 

About the rodent, it writes, ‘The 
word ‘rat’ as frequently used in cur- 
rent conversation and publications, 
has been variously defined in dic- 
tionaries as meaning a person ‘in 
contempt, one who is regarded as 
base and sneaking in conduct’; and 
‘a person who is considered to act 
in some respects in a manner char- 
acteristic of rats—a renegade’; & 
sneak, informer, turncoat’; ‘a mean 
skulking fellow.’ : 

The word is used in objurgation 
and has come to be regarded as an 
opprobrious epithet. In the popular 
vernacular, it is a term which 4 
jury may find to be descriptive of 
one who has reached so low 4 state 
of degradation as to be a virtual 
outcast. Assuming, as we must, 
the falsity of the article, the plaim- 


tiff stands self-accused of possess 
ing such repugnant qualities. ; 

‘Unquestionably, a jury may 
award damages if they conclude 
that the article was written 0! = 


eoncerning the plaintiff, and - 
in common speech, it tend to os 
him up to public ridicule and sco” 
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Breakers Ahead 
A wave of puritanism which it is 
feared may turn tidal unless proper 
steps are taken now is leading the 
important publishers of books into 


self-imposed censorship on ma- 
terial. Authors bringing in new 
novels, including those contracted 


for months back, are being asked to 
give them a washing if seemingly 
too hot. 

Though the average publisher be- 
lieves demand for sex will never die 
out, blue nose difficulties around the 
country lately have crept up alarm- 
ingly. Not wanting to encourage an 
increase in trouble, publishers are 
killing dangers at their source. 

It’s declared by publisher sources 
that novels which six months or a 
year ago would have gotten by are 
now toning down on sex markedly 
in order to avoid possible Federal 
censorship or worse. 

Within a comparatively recent 
period, the reaction of the public 
and moral uplift factions. against 
sex literature has grown to a point 
where it amounts to a warning, Re- 
gardless of importance of author 
names, material is going back for 
the whitewashing process before 
publication. 

Trouble is more in the small 
towns than the large, but rapidly 
spreading. 

John S. Sumner, publisher-author 
annoyance in New York, is very ac- 
tive just now in the field of litera- 
ture. He has actions pending 
against two new novels, ‘God’s Little 
Acre,’ by Erskine Caldwell, and ‘Fe- 
male,’ by Donald Henderson Clarke. 

Former is regarded as a literary 
guccess, latter is a money success. 





Tab After Mag’s Writers 

The ‘Mirror,’ New York tab, is 
more or less raiding talent tied with 
‘The New Yorker’ magazine. Arthur 
J. Kobler is reported personally 
doing the propositioning. 

First nabbed is Bob Benchley. He 
will write a column three times 
weekly. Benchley, however, will re- 
tain his ‘New Yorker’ contact as 
that mag’s dramatic critic. He 
frequently does a lot of writing on 
the side, and in addition some pic- 
ture work. Last year he did 26 
articles for ‘Liberty’ at $750 a smack. 

Among other ‘New Yorkers’ for 
whom Kobler is said to be bidding 
is Lois Long, fashion columnist. 





Dailies Cash In 


San Diego dailies reaped a har- 
vest from increased theatrical dis- 
play space last week on the occasion 
of Fox-West Coast shifting its first- 
run policies from the Fox and the 
Orpheum theatre to the California 
and the Balboa. California splurged 
with 100 inches, with the Balboa 
also going in for several smash ads, 
which prompted the opposition 
houses also to increase their space. 
Theatrical ads for several days were 
the heaviest San Diego has experi- 
enced in years. 





Just Changes Name 

To avoid confusion with the par- 
ent body in England, the American 
branch of Isaac Pitman & Sons, the 
book-publishing house, will undergo 
a change in name shortly to the 
Pitman Publishing Co. Formal an- 
nouncement to that effect will be 
made within a few weeks. 

Change of name will not carry 
with it any alteration in control or 
policy, it is understood. Isaac James 
Pitman and Alfred Pitman, both of 
London, still in control of the Amer- 
ican branch. 





To Russia 


Richard Watts, Jr, New York 
Herald Tribune’s picture critic, is 
off on a trip to Russia to see what 
they’re getting done there from a 
movie standpoint. Watts sailed 
Saturday (13) on the Bremen. 





Gets Compton Story 

Liberty has taken ‘Ex Madame 
X,’ the Betty Compton biography 
that Frank Scully wrote when 
Jimmy Walker changed his mind 
about an autobiog. It'll be serial- 
ized in the nickle mag before going 
out as a book. 





For Undergrads 

Clair Maxwell, the ‘Life’ publish- 
er, is making arrangements to issue 
& new mag which he will call ‘Uni- 
versity,’ and aimed for undergradu- 
ates. George T. Eggleston will edit. 
First issue will probably appear in 
June, 





In the ‘Mirror’ 

Beth Brown has sold serial rights 
to ‘Man and Wife’ to the N. Y. ‘Mir- 
ror,’ which has been giving her a 
buildup. Meantime she is working 
hard on the next book, due in the 
fall or late summer. 


PiTERATE 





‘As the garth Turns’ ($2.50) . 
‘Bad Girl Leaves Town’ 


‘American Gun Mystery’ ($2.00) 


‘Ann Vickers’ ($2.50) . 
‘Stalking Horse, The’ ($2.00) ... 


‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50) 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) . 


‘House of Exile’ ($3.00) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending May 13, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 

Fiction 

) seeeeeeseeess» by Gladys Hasty Carroll 

($2.00) ee eeeesesecoseeseses bY Maysie Greig 

am eoeseccescccesess- bY Ellery Queen 

Rain In the Doorway’ ($2.00) Ce eeoerccceceseeesess bY Thorne Smith 

ececce eer eccccccccccccccess bY Sinclair Lewis 

te eccccvccecceses by Rafael Sabatini 

Non-Fiction 





‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 
‘Looking Forward’ ($2.50) ....cececceces -By Franklin D. Roosevelt 
: Co eee eeeecerecoresesessses bY Nora Waln 
i -By Bruce Lockhart 


baa n soeeeeeee- BY Stefan Zweig 


--«+..-By Walter B. Pitkin 








Yes, Sir, ’S Tuff 


Editor of the Los Angeles ‘Jour- 
nal,’ legal daily, is at it again. Page 
1 box on May 8 read: 


‘Editorial — Anyway, this 
has a live bunch of readers.’ 


‘Did anybody in Los Angeles fail 
to see that piece in the Daily 
‘Journal’ on Saturday about genuine 
22% wine for sale at all drug stores, 
with the only condition of sale be- 
ing a requirement thai the wine be 
asked for by formula number? 


‘This information came via the 
medium of a highly appreciated 
afternoon paper of the same date. 
Usually no help from other publica- 
tions is needed, but in this case that 
wine story seemed to be better than 
anything else. It would have been 
a good story, if true. 

‘Everybody in town, excepting 
those of us who only drink when 
somebody else buys, evidently tried 
to get some of that drug store wine, 
and they all report that those magic 
formula words simply don’t work. 

‘Stough!’ Thass all!’ 


paper 





Picture Support 


Book publishers are now sending 
on to Hollywood studios the manu- 
scripts which they do not ordinarily 
intend publishing, but which might 
be suitak’e screen material. Studios 
have requested this, as the decrease 
in the number of published novels 
because of the depresh, has reduced 
the total of potential film yarns. 

If studios show interest, publish- 
ers may also take a chance and 
print the mss. 





Wide Scope 

If all goes well with Rudolph 
Field and Don Herman—and their 
financial backers—they will put out 
the first issue of their long-proposed 
mag, ‘Big Time,’ before the end of 
the month. The mag was to have 
gotten under way long ere this, but 
one thing or another held it up. 

It will take in the theatre, screen, 
radio, opera and whatever else may 
be laying around. 





Digest’s New Ed. 
Arthur S. Draper has resigned as 
assistant editor of the N. Y. ‘Herald 
Tribune’ to assume editorship of the 
‘Literary Digest’ July 1. 

Dr. William Seaver Woods, the 
retiring editor, will spend his time 
in travel before settling into another 
post. 





Grabs Another 

Houghton, Mifflin, which contin- 
ues to flirt with name authors on 
other publishers’ lists, has snatched 
another plum in the person of Ed- 
ward J. O’Brien, with Dodd, Mead 
the loser. Accordingly, the forth- 
coming O’Brien anthologies for the 
year, ‘Best Short Stories’ and ‘Best 
British Short Stories,’ will be on the 
Houghton, Mifflin list this season. 





Chatter 

Add to the ex-newspaper scribes 
who has finally written that novel. 
Jack Conroy’s first novel, ‘The Dis- 
inherited,’ has been accepted by Co- 
vici, Friede. 

Mike Gold has read Albert Halper 
out of the radical movement for 
writing a gold-brick proletarian 
novel, ‘Union Square.’ 

Edward Hope, whose new book, 
‘She Loves Me Not,’ is just out, is 
really Edward Hope Coffey. 

Bernard Sobel’s novel, ‘The In- 
discreet Girl,’ will be out the middle 
of next month. 

Ludwig Nobel, a nephew of the 
founder of the Nobel Prize awards, 
has placed in nomination for the 
poetry award the name of Blanche 
Shoemaker Wagstaff for her book 


of verse, ‘Mortality and Other 
Poems.’ . 
Walter Winchell soliciting Jimmy 
Walker, Alec Woollcott, Dorothy 


Parker, Jimmie Durante, Al Smith, 





} George Jean Nathan, et al., to con- 





tribute a guest column to fill the 
three weeks’ Winchell vacations on 
the coast. 

The Frank Scullys are plotting to 
desert their Villa Variety on the 
Cote d’Azure (ritz for Riviera), for 
a Broadway vacash. May happen 
any time between June and Oct. 





Censorship 





(Continued from page 4) 


buy. It deserves at times the se- 
verest criticism but, in fairness we 
are forced to admit that one hun- 
dred theatrical films picked at 
random compare very favorably 
with one hundred legitimate plays 
and popular novels. Block booking, 
the industry’s method of distribut- 
ing its product, is often condemned 
and at present is in the process of 
modification. The distribution of 
its product is doubtless the great- 
est problem of all industry. 

‘Many sincere people feel that we 
need federal censorship and are 
working to that end. Their efforts 
are doubtless futile at this time for 
our present law makers seem to be 
opposed to legislation designed to 
control public morals. We are op- 
posed to censorship because, it de- 
stroys freedom of self-expression 
which is the very root of democ- 
racy. America has always fought 
for and maintained freedom of the 
press and who can deny that of the 
two the screen isthe more powerful, 
for its appeal is governed by emo- 
tion and not by logic or reason.... 
Censorship holds no assurance that 
the screen would be used for the 
good of humanity—let us keep its 
control in the hands of all the 
people instead of placing it in the 
hands of a small politically se- 
lected group. 


No Criticism 


‘We shall refrain from criticism 
of the theatre manager fer through 
our community Better Film Coun- 
cils’ we have grown to understand 
his many problems. Guided by the 
spirit of co-operation and the dic- 
tates of his own conscience he has 
switched his bookings to provide 
Family Nights and Junior Mati- 
nees, for which he often buys spe- 
cial films at an added expense.... 

‘The objectionable double feature 
bill has been eliminated in South- 
ern California, and if favorably re- 
ceived the new program will 
doubtless be extended to other sec- 
tions of the nation. With a weaith 
of delightful short subjects and a 
more flexible booking system con- 
ditions are, to say the least, en- 
couraging. 

‘So it would seem wise to leave 
the problems of film production, 
exhibition and legislation in other 
hands and concentrate our efforts 
along the more constructive and 
less dramatic course of education, 
assured that the results obtained 
will be permanent.... 

‘For two years we have been mo- 
tivated in our work by the needs 
as pointed out by a committee on 
motion pictures to the White 
House. We have followed their 
recommendations in our anproach 
to the solution of the problem, 
which were in part; more family 
programs; continuation and exten- 
sion of the work of local ‘better 
film’ committees in bringing about 
more co-operation between ex- 
hibitors and the public in program 
building and in regulation of at- 
tendance by children; the further 
development of ‘public relations’ 
activities between producers’ and 
citizens’ organizations, both na- 
tional and local. 

‘The success of the recommenda- 
tions depends iargely upon the use 
our mothers make of the Film Es- 
timates as published in the Cali- 
fornia Parent-Teacher. When the 
families ‘shop for recommended 
films’ they are not only protecting 
the children’s morals but are in- 
fluencing production. 








Film House Reviews 








Paramount, N. Y. 
(Continued from page 16) 


turn. Show runs 61 minutes with a 
seven-minute overture added. Lat- 
ter is Gypsy airs, an arrangement 
of Romany music rather too ped- 
antically done to give full color. 
Only other film than ‘The Eagle and 
the Hawk’ (Par) is what's left of 
the newsreel after they cut the ads 
in. House full downstairs, _but 
empty on the shelf. Chic, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 13. 


That tuxedo coat with the white 
flannels don't look so good on Wes- 
ley Eddy and he ought to cut out 
one or the other. Besides, the flan- 
nels look kind of narrow or tight. 
However, Eddy is having his third 
month at the spot and looks like 
staying on indefinitely. He’s liked, 
and on the stage presents a warm, 
co-operative spirit with the acts. 


George Givot does his Greek Am- 
bassador speech. Over easy. Out- 
side of Givot, the acts showed the 
week previous at the old Roxy. Red 
Donahue has an easy time, along 
about the middle. The Four Carlton 
Brothers trapse along smoothly also. 
Martha Raye sings her two torch 
numbers with somewhat exagger- 
ated gestures, but it may be show- 
manship. The whole thing clicks. 
It’s a Fanchon & Marco brainchild, 
same as the old Roxy. 


Only one set and looks built eco- 
nomically. When the acts are on, 
better reception undoubtedly could 
be had, especially for Givot and the 
Four Carlton Brothers, by having 
the band shoved back to the walls. 
When the band is too close to the 
front it manages to distract audi- 
ence concentration on turns. 


The opening number was Eddy 
out in his black-and-white outfit to 
m.c. when the line outs and grabs 
him with some chatter. But some- 
thing funny is noticeable in that 
costume makeup of the girls in that 
opening number. Looks like they’re 
too short and kind of cramping up 
the girls over the hips to reveal un- 
expected visions of certain anatom- 
ical parts. The girls, additionally, 
could be instructed on makeup be- 
sides, some of the faces having ac- 
centuated portions not so becoming. 
Maybe the Brooklyn audience that 
comes in here didn’t notice that the 
girls could stand some rehearsing 
on precision movement, as they were 
liked regardless, it seemed, 

The show has its singing portion 
in Barre Hill, radio baritone, back 
on a return trip, after showing here 
some weeks ago. Does two num- 
bers okay and without a mike, while 
Eddy for one solo bit utilizes a mike 
set in near the band. In the finale, 
Enrica and Novello, ballroom dance 
pair. Seems as if when this pair 
closes its nifty and graceful pres- 
entation that the turns should be on 
tap and ready to fall in line with 
the finale, which they don’t. Eddy 
takes his time announcing and uses 
up too many words describing the 
acts already seen, to slow up the 
clincher reaction. 

Screen holds ‘Past of Mary Holmes’ 
(RKO), plus a Chaplin silent and 
newsreel. 

Looks as if the Fox Brooklyn 
should gain from the shutdown of 
the Brooklyn Par. The surplus cus- 
tomers as may be left over by the 
Brooklyn Par ought to be attracted 
here. It’s certain they won’t just 
come over, but must be urged. How 
the house is fixed competitively can 
be gleaned somewhat from the fact 
that the Brooklyn Par’s first-run 
Par product has been divided be- 
tween RKO and Loew’s, with none 
going to the Fox. 

Make Loew's Met and the RKO 
Albee oversupplied with product; 
but that’s a usual thing for some 
spots in the biz, but at the same 
time provides either of the two 
houses with a chance to have se- 
lective screen product on a wide 
scale, Which the Fox hagn’t. 

House looks to be about breaking 
with no particular signs of cutting 
any wide profit hunks, if any, under 
the existing film booking conditions. 
If there’s a new deal on, it hasn’t 
touched the Fox Brooklyn yet, or 
seemingly so, although it isn’t los- 
ing any money, so far as known, 
either. Shan. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, May 12, 
Current stage bill is @&rst of a 
quartet that will be assembled by 
Par, with the house selecting its 
own headline act, this arrangement 
superseding the Fanchon & Marco 
series which was not renewed when 
the contract expired last week. It’s 
billed as a ‘Crazy Week’ show, a 
misnomer in that Mitchell and Du- 
rant are the only comics present, 


other acts playing straight. Boys 
are insanity personified, however, 


and provide the real punch in a 
presentation notable for its mount- 
ing and tersichorean predominance. 
Bill opens in full stage, a porch 
set with six steps leading to three 
arched doorways, with 12-girl line 





easing on for a hotcha precision bit. 


tien 


Tiffany Twins deuce in ‘one’ in the 


usual synchronized offering and 
then into challenge work, nothing 
outstanding in novelty but clever 
stepping nevertheless and helped by 


the engaging personality of the two 
red-heads and the costuming, white 
satin pajamas for light changes. 

Tito Coral, Cuban baritone, holds 
the trey spot, still in ‘one, for a 
couple of ballads that score and is 
forced into an encore before the 
customers are satisfied. In keeping 
With pleasant costuming of entire 
bill, the male warbler is in dressy 
Palm Beach outfit. 


Traveller parts on full-stage set 
again, this time a garden scene with 
fountain and quite elaborate. Un- 
billed pair, in white satin, are out 
for a ballroom number with ballet 
in tableau formation at rear. Dance 
is marked by exquisite grace, arm 
movements are novel, as is also the 
lift used as finale. No reason why 
the pair shouldn’t have been billed 
unless they were a last-minute ac- 
quisition that couldn’t fit into the 
printer’s schedule. Line trails with 
clever point work and quartet step- 
outs for high kicks and cross-stage 
Inversions, all excellently disci- 
plined. 


Mitchell and Durant are out in 
‘one’ for the real vaude sock in a 
bill hitherto preponderantly high- 
brow, albeit pleasant. The pair are 
all over the stage in slap-and-kick 
bits, fake acrobatic routines and 
pansy stuff. Act is a riot and justi- 
fication, perhaps, for the ‘Crazy 
Week’ billing. Clients were slow to 
let the pair go. Finale has the line 
back for another dance offering, a 
Harlem bit before a red-light back- 
ground for frieze work and lights 
up for shadow effects, a sock finish, 


Stage bill runs only 37 minutes, 
but all of it is meat. Overture is 
a ‘Mother’s Day’ medley arranged 
by Jack Arthur and finishes with a 
stage picture with gray-haired 
mother in chair as scrim tableau in 
upper left has mother crooning to 
babe. This had a nice reception, 
although novelty was lacking. Bill 
runs two hours and 40 minutes with 
comedy, newsreel and organesque 
filing with ‘Out All Night’ (U). 

McStay. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, May 12. 
Stage goes Egyptian this week is 


Sympathy with the feature, Ramos 
Novarro’s ‘The Barbarian’ (Metro). 
Both are not so good, and from Fri- 
day night’s business it looked like 
the populace guessed it ahead of 
time, 

The show—stage and screen—runs 
three solid, sluggish hours. Stage 
section is in three parts, diversity 
being its only recommendation. Cli- 
max is a colorfully mounted Arabian 
scene, this blending into the pic- 
ture’s title sheet by conventional 
use of gradually dimming lights and 
a lowered scrim. 


Yascha Bunchuk, after conduct- 
ing the 49-piece orchestra through 
an overture in the pit, participates. 
with Llora Hoffman and some of 
the Chester Hale girls in a combi- 
nation ’cello-singing-dancing item, 
billed as a tribute to Mother’s Day. 
Unimaginative staging, due to which 
this one looks like all other Mother’s 
Day numbers, with a white wig on 
Miss Hoffman to carry the title, is 
not entirely condoned by the show- 
manly Bunchuk string work. 


The overture conducted ahead of 
that, in which Eddie Miller sings 
‘Pale Hands’ as it should be sung, 
is the bill’s ace item. Nothing that 
followed drew the same warm re- 
sponse from the audience. The No. 
2 part of the three-ply show is de- 
voted to Tony Wons, the ether elo- 
cutionist, who does 15 minutes with 
assistance of a red-headed femme 
piano team, He’s under New Acte. 
That it’s pretty late for Wons to be 
starting out on the Broadway pic- 
ture-house time was demonstrated 
by the sparse reception and equally 
cool response all the way, up to and 
including the finish. 


‘An Old Spanish Custom,’ Metro 
novelty one-reeler on Mexican bull 
fights, separates. Wons from the 
closing stage number, the Arabian 
scene. Latter reprises ‘Love Songs 
of the Nile,’ theme song from the 
current picture, with both Miller and 
Miss Hoffman taking turns at it. 
Miss Hoffman is ridiculously out of 
place as a romantic songstress. 

The Hale girls, 60 strong, branch 
off into three groups. There are 32 
ponies in a line, a la the Markerts; 
16 ballet dancers and eight clothes 
horses. The Cajitoiettes went 
through the kick and formation rou- 
tines with neat precision, but were 
hampered by their costumes. The 
costumer got an order for Arabian 
duds this week, and he filled the or- 





der. Probably not his fault that the 
instructions didn’t say what they’d 
be used for. 

Miles and Kover,-.adagio team, 
both just one pantalette this side of 
a nudist colony, and Birdie Dean 
are the Arabian sequence’s dancing 
specialists. Miss Dean, whose looks 
and carriage have much to do with 
the quality of her solo bends, con- 
tinues among the ace contortionistic 
singles. Bige. 
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viewpoint, Sam, but it gets me sore 


just the same. I don't think 1] can 


work anywhere where they don't 
trust me. Does he think I'm going 
to do a Houdini after getting the 
advances? I tried to explain it was 
oniy temporary, till Agnes gets 
placed with the Shochiku peo le. 


In fact, I laid it on a little strong. 


I said she had a contract already 
which isn't quite true. Sut it didn’t 
d*> any good. He just smiled and 


laughed a litile when I got excited. 
They're a distrustful people, these 
Japanese. 

Another thing that got me -go- 
ing: Last night Agnes came to the 
hall with a Japanese who wis 
dressed like a million dollars. Noth- 


ing flashy, but clothes that make 
you think of Fifth Avenue. Like a 
tailor’s dummy, only better. They 


didn’t stav long and I didn’t get a 
chance to ask her who he was. in 
fact, I didn’t See her again vunti! 
this evening, when she came inta 
the hall with him once more In 
between shifts I walked over to 
them and said, ‘Agnes, aren’t you 
going to introduce me to your 
friend” 

She smiled 
is Mr. Kondo.’ 

‘The name is familiar,’ said I. 

‘Mr. Kondo is the agent who 
signed me to come to Japan,’ said 
Agnes. Then she must have seen 
I was getting ready to smear him; 
for she grabbed me by the arm and 
said, ‘Mr. Kondo is a real friend, 
Eddie.. He's explaine¢ everything. 
Now. please, don't lose your tem- 
per.’ 

What could a guy do? I juct 
walked back t~ the stand and didn’t 
say anything. 

It’s 3 o’clock in the morning now 
and I’ve been waiting for her to 
come back to the hotel so I could 
hear that eyplanation, but so far 
she hasn't turned up. suess I'd 
better go to bed. 

Oh, I forgot to tell you about that 
audition. It was all right. We 
worked our heads off for her and 
she went over great. 

Yamagata Hotel. Aug. 26. 

Steer clear of the women, Sam. 

Ed Mansfield. 
Yamagata Hotel, Aug. 26. 
Dear Sam: 

You must have thought I was an 
awful crab when I wrote that letter. 
I sure was blue. Now everything is 
great and I honestly think I appre- 
ciate Agnes more than ever. 

The explanation of that fellow 
Kondo’s conduct was so darned 
simple it’s a wonder none of us ever 
thought of it before. You remember, 
I said he was the son of a big silk 
man. Well, that’s the up-and-up. 
He's the McCoy, filthy with it. And 
he's a great guy, too, Sam. 

Last night I was still on the look- 
out for Agnes, just sizzling and itch- 
ing to tell her off. About the middle 
of the evening she came into the 
hall with Kondo and as soon as I 
got a chance to go over to them I 
went charging across the floor. 
Come to think of it now, I must have 
looked a little ridiculous doing it, 
something like Fate Rampant—one 
of these allegorical studies. 

3ut I didn’t get anywhere with 
my attempt to be high and mighty. 
Agnes looked up at me with one of 
the sweetest smiles I've ever seen 
and says, sort of breathless: 

‘Oh, Eddie, dear, we've got the 
most wonderful news. I’m going to 
make a movie.’ Then, before I 
could interrupt or even tell her how 
angry I was, the words came spill- 
ing out one after the other. When 
this guy Kondo left for the U. S. last 
spring, it seems, his dad promised to 
buy him that little revue theatre. 


and said, ‘Why this 


As soon as Kondo found that his 
dad hadn’t bought the theatre, he 
was mighty disappointed. He can- 
celled all the other contracts before 
the artists left the States and came 
around to see Agnes. Since then he 
has been moving heaven and earth 
to get her a job. 

‘Why don’t you just send her 
back home” I asked. ‘That seems 
to me like the right thing to do.’ 
He was right on tick with an 
answer to that. 

‘Things aren't so good in the 
States,’ he said, ‘and Agnes might 
not have such an easy job landing 
something new. Besides, she likes 
Japan and I’m sure she can be a 


been puling strings and seeing peo- 
ple. Agnes makes a wonderful im- 
pression. She’s got a contract in her 
handbag for three pictures in Japa- 
nese, with an option for six more. 
Vve just got it signcd today.’ 

Some news, what? Say, Sam, I 
don’t think I ever felt more pepped 
up in my life. Agnes sat there 
looking at me, the little humorous 
lights dancing in those deep eyes of 
hers. She took my big hand in her 
little one and said: ‘You're glad, 
aren't you, Eddie?’ 

Glad? Why, I could have gone 
into a dance routine that moment. 
And at the same time I felt a bit 
choked up. She was so darned sweet. 
‘After the hall closes,’ he said, 
‘bring the other boys along and we'll 
have a celebration.’ 

And did we? Kondo took us all— 
Agnes included—to a cafe called the 
Bar Montparnasse, somewhere off 
the Ginza, and most of ’em got stiff. 


(Continued on page 62) 





Worcester’s Names 


Worcester, May 15. 

Three ‘name’ band within a week 
is something of _a record for Wor- 
cester. But Frank Duffy, Cocoanut 
Grove impresario, is smiling with 
satisfaction. His gates are far 
ahead of last year. 

Mal Hallett came in with Irene 
Taylor, radio warbler, last Wednes- 
day and drew the season’s second 
high; Smith Ballew did the hon- 
ors Saturday night and Larry Funk 
is scheduled Wednesday (17) of this 
week. 

Ben Bernie 
all thus far. 


has outdrawn them 


Eastbound Warblers 
San Francisco, May 15. 

William Stein, of Music Corp. of 
America, last week signed Benay 
Venuta, blues singer formerly on 
KPO, and will send her to Chicago 
as a cafe act. 

Other local warblers§ heading 
eastward include Vera Van, last 
with Rio Rito, who will join Bert 
Lown’'s band in New York. She is 
succeeded by Betty Grable. 

Harriett Lee has bowed out of 
Anson Weeks’ combo at th2 Mark 
Hopkins hotel to go with White- 
man. She's followed here by Doris 
McMahon. 


FRISCO BAND ENTRIES 


succeeds Fio Rito, who 
month of one nighters 
before going into the Pabst Blue 
Ribbon Gardens, Chicago. Grier 
follows Tom Garun, who is leaving 
his own cafe for Chicago. 


Arnheim 
will do a 











“ARE YOU SURE 
“SO WOULD 1?” 





BOB MILLER 


(Formerly Prof. Mgr. of M. Witmarks, Now Gen. Mer. Superior Music Co.) 
NEW SONG HITS 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


YOU LOVE ME?” 
“GYPSY LOVER” 


Along,’ 


legedly. 


in such actions, and Spaeth, who 
regularly works with Attorney 
Abeles, has done considerable re- 
search in previous similar actions. 


The Youman’s claim is unusual 
as the composer brings it direct 
against Gordon and Revel and De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
publishers of ‘It Was a Night in 
June.’ Youmans avers that Gordon 
and Revel worked for him in 1929 


Alberti of Berlin, who represents 
the bulk of the major American 
music publishers, has been forced to 
discharge all his Jewish employees. 

The American firms, in retaliation, 
although regretting any breach with 
Alberti, with whom relations for 
many years have been pleasant, will 
set up their own representations 
abroad. Either Amsterdam’ or 





when he was teaching them con- 


struction in songwriting, and it was 


then that Youman’s song, ‘He Came 
an unpublished number, 
first originated the same strain, al- 
Harold Adamson at that 
time was a collaborator with Gor- 


star here if she gets a start. Any-|40n and Revel, all under Youmans’ 
how, it was worth a try. We've|tutelage. Youmans avers the song 
and the general idea was being 


soved by him for some musical 


comedy production as a sketch with 


music. 


Following arguments, Justice 


Valente reserved decision over the 


week-end, ordering Youmans’ at- 
torney to submit further affidavits, 


after Abeles submitted that both 


strains hark back to ‘Wonderful 
You’ and ‘After You’re Gone,’ con- 
temporary pops at the time. 


In Sherman-Clay vs. Robbins, al- 
legedly the infringing ‘Hold Me’ 
song it by Little Jack Little, Dave 
Oppenheim and Ira Schuster. S-C 


alleges that Little while in Califor- 


nia several years ago first heard 
‘Oriental Love Dreams’ and thus 
the similarities are established. 


MAA’s $8,944 Default 
Halperin Judgment 


In a suit for specific performance 
of contract, Music Artists of Amer- 
ica, Inc.,- obtained by default a 
judgment of $8,944 against Hal- 
perin Productions, Inc., and Ed- 
ward R. Halperin in the New York 
Supreme Court last week. MAA is 
the American subsidiary of the 
Campbell-Connelly publishing firm 
of London. 


English publishers alleged that 
they had entered into an agreement 
with Halperin giving them exclu- 
sive call on all the music in three 
pictures he had specified for pro- 
duction and that three years has 
passed without any of these screen 
musicals going into production. 








HERE AND THERE 





Xavier Cugat rumba orchestra 
leaving Cocoanut Grove, Los An- 
geles, for the Waldorf roof, New 
York, to work with the Jack Denny 
band. Carol Lofner's band opened 
at the Grand hotel, Santa Monica, 
May 12. Kay Keyser’s combo re- 
places the Tom Gerun band at the 
Bal Tabarin, San Francisco, May 
21. Latter goes to the Pabst Gar- 
dens, Chicago. Knicker bocker 
hotel, Hollywood, gets the Don 
Cave band from the El Cortez, San 
Diego, this week, 





Demolishing of the Majestic the- 
atre building, in Los Angeles, has 
shifted most of the vaude and band 


San Francisco, May 15. bookers and music people across 

Gus Arnheim comes into the|the street to the Orpheum bldg. 
hotel St. Francis May 25 and! DeSylva, Brown & Henderson of- 
Jimmie Grier opens at the Bal Ta-| fice, however, has been discon- 
barin cafe the same week. tinued, with the plugger working 


out of his hat. 





Paul Tremaine pulls out of the 
Bohemia, Broadway dine and dance 
spot, May 27 with a contract that 
stipulates his return here Sept. 15. 
Meantime, Tremaine goes on a tour 
of one-nighters through the south 
and middle west. 





Aaron Gonzales and his 15-piece 
band follow the Jimmy Grier com- 
bo into the El Cortez hotel, San 
Diego, May 20. Booked in for four 
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(Continued on page 62) 


Prague will become the centre for 
the Teutonic territory, with ex-Ger- 
man Jewish employees, familiar 
with songs and musical copyright 
matters, to be designated as the di- 
rect agents of the American firms. 
Several of Alberti’s staff are be- 
ing propositioned to assume duties 
immediately. 


Erpi Pays $11,000 


ERPI paid its 15th quarterly roy- 
alty from foreign picture versions 
to the publishers last week, with the 
total distribution this time coming 
to a little over $11,000. Payment 
involves fees collected from all pro- 
ducers using ERPI equipment. Year 
ago the publishers were netting 
around $S0,000 a quarter from this 
source, 

Any settlement of the ERPI for- 
eign contract, which expired last 
September, on a lump sum basis is 
still being held up by the refusal of 
several of the producing companies 
concerned to become parties to the 
advance payment proposal. 











Summit’s Opposish 


Baltimore, May 15. 

Sherry’s, one of the ace niteries, 
this year enters the roadhouse field 
in competition to the Summit, which 
has had the field to itself in these 
parts. Tommy Sherwood opens the 
Sherry-on-the-Severn shortly. Spot 
is located down towards the south, 
along the Chesapeake Bay territory 
in the direction of Annapolis, and 
thus figures to grab some of the 
Washington trade. 

Summit is out in an opposite 
direction, on the north side, point- 
ing Philadelphia-ward. 





5 YEARS’ DUES 0R— 
Pittsburgh, May 15. 
KDKA’s recent decision to em- 
ploy none but union musicians is 
a tough blow to Sammy Fuller, 
pianist and _ broadcasting  unit’s 
‘Uncle Kaydee’ for the kiddies. 
Fuller checked back and discov- 
ered he'd have to’ pay five years 
back dues to keep his job. 


$398 IN BLACK 
Dallas, May 15. 

Closing its eighth season, Dallas 
Symphony Society reports income 
of $14,081, outgo of $13,682, leaving 
balance of $398 to start next year. 

Six concerts offered per season, 
with Paul van Katwijk, permanent 
conductor. 


KAHN MOVES TO WB 
Hollywood, May 15. 
Gus Kahn left the Metro musical 
staff Saturday (13) and went over 
to the Warner lot, to work with 
Walter Donaldson on the music 
and lyrics for ‘Stage Fright.’ 
James Cagney will be starred. 











Holland’s Dance Rules 
The Hague, May 6. 

Paring shot of defunct govern- 
ment was the royal decree re- 
stricting dancing. 

New rules are drastic as dance 
halls must be lit brightly, no dark | 
corners, no _ petting-boxes. No 
more couples allowed on floor than 
one per square meter. 

Girls employed by management 





only to serve in kitchen and cloak- 
room. Dancing in restaurants only 
allowed for those who take meals | 





there. j 


ing in Manhattan will also have 
to tack on 30%. 
Prior to the extension of the 


30% extra regulation for record- 
ings it was common for bands 


playing within a radius of 75 miles 
or so to jump into New York and 
run off their quota of phonograph 
waxings, the men in these units 
collecting on the basis of their 
local scales. Already several of 
these outside bands have called off 
their recording dates at the New 
York studios of Victor, Columbia 
and Brunswick. 


Campbell’s Screen Test; 
May Double for Goldwyn 


Jimmy Campbell, of Campbell- 
Connelly of England, is due back 
over here by July 20 to start on a 
musical writing assignment for Sam 
Goldwyn. Campbell's contract has 
him down to do the tunes on two 
productions and an optional call for 
a third. During the Goldwyn con- 
nection the English publisher-writer 
will be ticketed for $1,000 a week. 

On his recent visit to Hollywood 
Campbell also took a screen test, 
with the result that Goldwyn wrote 
a clause into the contract stipulate 
ing that the salary covers Camp- 
bell’s appearance in pictures if and 
when. Campbell makes the first of 
the Hollywood foreign imports since 
the revival of screen musicals and 
the first composer to have an acting 
clause. 











LOPEZ WEST MAY 20 


Vincent Lopez goes to the Chi- 
cago World’s Fair with his orchese- 
tra, Saturday (20). 

Currently Lopez is playing a re- 
peat engagement at the Paramount, 
N. Y., working from the pit. 


SIMPLON CLUB, N. Y. 


New York, May 13. 

Nick Prounis of the old Salon 
Royal, Deauville and Healy's, and 
John Johnnidis of the old Beaux 
Arts have had a winner in this class 
nitery for mo little time. The main- 
stay of this closed-door nocturnal 
spot have been the Yacht Club Boys 
(Charles Adler, George Kelly, Jim- 
my Kern and Billy Mann) with 
their topical, saucy lyrics and fast 
change of pace. 3 

The management has_ likewise 
been well attuned to shifting stand- 
ards, enlarging the room and grad- 
ually transforming it into an inti- 
mate cafe after the original vogue 
for intimate table entertainment 
eased off. 

These spots have been unique in 
their shifting standards. For a time 
it was strictly a hand-around-the- 
bar frolic, with a heavy tap at the 
tables for food, etc. Now thats 
been brought down to a popular 
level, for greater capacity, and an 
intimate cafe idea inducted. This 
has permitted for other talent addi- 
tions, besides the quartet, such 4s 
Vivian Vance, blues songstress 
doubling from ‘Music in the Air, 
plus the Larry Siry dance orchestra, 
almost smart purveyors on the hoof. 
There’s also a tango combo, Huer- 
ta’s. No couvert, the average check 


usually covering that end of it well. 
Abel. 











Newest ad 


New York's 


And His 


jace_° 
raying at,” ~ sivier®. eal 
the World.” — proadcc® nit, 
N. ” who * ror 
Lee, _ Art, its. 
via wanty featuring © 
is na : ” ” 
instance “HOLO ME ve nite 
«Love § ART im THR 
* THE vM 
SWEEU SAYING Yew, 
on 


B a y nw 
© ] poRh: 
wear79® ag YOR" 














~ -* rT _-6 =. -—- —. 


os 


ny wh 


S 


for 
ers 
whi 
tior 
Chi 


are 
ing 
a re 
pre: 
she: 
of ; 
fror 
whe 


R. 
func 
the 
mou 


time 





G 


en- 
the 
erg 
ger 
1eir 
hey 
802 
uch 
ing 
tilt 
m+ 
ing 
ice 
SCe- 
ave 


ell- 
ack 
n a 
am 
has 
two 
for 
one 
iter 
ood 
est, 
rote 
late 
np- 
and 
t of 
ince 
and 
ting 


*hi- 
1eS< 


ree- 
unt, 











- plus the pulling appeal of the new competitive Paradise, directly across 
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No secret that 95% of the best played tunes on the air are the worst 
sellers. The more radio plugs ‘em the less likely are their commercial 
potentialities. From the publishers’ viewpoint that’s because of an in-| 
ability to bunch the plugs. If the plugs could be systematized, the radio | 
bally would be an inestimable asset. 

That’s why, argue the pubs, the way things are going the radio inter- | 
ests might better step into the music pub field and do something; take 
over firms, if needs be. It was tried before, admittedly with no success 
put there’s no question but that the ether needs the tunes. The constant 
supply of new music, along with the old catalogs, is the life blood of 
the radio. 

Obviously the tunes must be indiscriminately etherized, sans any scien- 
tific grouping or thought for their plugging benefits. It’s strictly depen- 
dent on the type of program. It also must follow that in contrast to a 
dialog act a fast tune must get on the air to pep up the general tone of 
the interlude. It’s okay for benefit of the program but doesn’t mean a 
thing for the value of the song. 


> side Stal —Mosie 





American publishers taking over the sheet privileges from English 
firms now also get an assignment of the performing and mechanical 
rights of the song involved. Besides which, the American pub assumes 
100% copyright ownership of the nu) iber as far as the U. S. is concerned. 

Hitherto British publisher, in disposing of a composition over here, re- 
served everything but the printing rights. Campbell-Connelly has al- 
ready instituted the new arrangement with the takeover by Joe Morris 
of the British outfit’s ‘Can’t We Meet Again,’ covering every phase of the 
scng’s rights. 


| 
the high mark for any number 
| 





100,000 in 6 Wks. 





‘In the Valley of the Moon’ 
is the first pop tune to click 
at 100,000 sheet sales the first 
Six weeks of release since ‘A 


Abeles, Attorney, Acting for 10 Pubs, 





Shanty in Old Shantytown’ 
last summer. 

‘Shantytown’s’ sales are over 
400,000 to date and stand as 
released since the ‘Stein Song,’ 
and ‘Moon Over the Mountain’ 
| in 1931, 


SCHUETTES NEW 
ASCAP DIG IS: 
SMALL STORES 


Oswald F. Schuette, prop: gandist 

















In its dealings previously with such firms as Robbins Music Corp. and 
Santly Bros., C-C merely assigned to these publishers the printing and 
distributing rights in this country, which gave the domestic companies 
the status of agents only. On each of the recent C-C imported hits, 
such as ‘Just An Echo in the Valley’ and ‘Try a Little Tenderness,’ the 
Robbins cut-in was restricted to the sale of te songs’ sheet versions. 





That band names still mean something is attested to by Ted Lewis’ 
draw at the Hollywood cabaret restaurant, New York. Lewis was brought 
in by Joe Moss to offset the competish of the NTG revue and Abe Lyman 


the street at Broadway and 49th street. 
engagement but is remaining indef. 

Lyman, meantime, was farewelled Sunday nite by the men who pay 
and pay and pay—the music publishers—prior to shoving off for the 
Coast. Jerry Friedman’s orch succeeds. 


Lewis was slated for a limited 





Carelessness on the part of Los Angeles theatre managers, who give 
no thought to the type of music that should accompany a trailer, is re- 
sulting in a lot of laughs and some serious reactions not so favorable. 
Where music is scored into a trailer and can’t be tampered with, the 
result is okay, but in cases where the celluloid plugs or slides are used, 
some entirely inappropriate tunes are often mixed in. 

In one instance, the ‘Rasputin’ trailer, with a rich undercurrent of 
Russ music, was immediately followed by the slide announcing the date 
and the accompanying music was ‘Way Down Upon the Swanee River’. 





A publisher’s moratorium on royalty obligations ’n’ other things is 
all set save for two or three recalcitrants, as reported. One is a freelance 
lyricist and the other a songwriting team. Both refuse to waive imme- 
diate obligations for royalties due them unless the publisher's future 
ASCAP dividends are pledged as collateral to meet these obligations. 

The pub needs the society money to carry on his immediate operations. 
It may force the bankruptcy which the pub is trying to circumvent. 





Because of the breach occurring between Jack Robbins and Jimmy 
Campbell, the London publisher, on their recent joint Hollywood visit, 
Campbell’s partner, Reg Connelly, is said to be considerably put out with 
Campbell, his associate in the Campbell-Connelly music firm. 

Robbins paved the way considerably for C-C’s advent into the American 
music market, so much so that the other American pubs chided Robbins 
for encouraging this practice. 





Music Dealers Service, Inc., has started off its campaign to stimulate 
the opening of new sheet counters with an elaborate pamphlet, ‘Making 
Music Pay’, addressed to the piano dealer, musical instrument store and 
the radio shop. 

Circular outlines 20 reasons why the instrument store should carry 
a line of sheet music and includes merchandising and sales suggestions 
together with illustrated exploitation angles, 


Reported that Leo Feist, Inc., is saddled with a $25,000 a year obliga- 
tion to Radio Music Co., Inc., defunct NBC subsid, from which Feist’s 
bought back its business. 

Radio Music at one time controlled Feist and Carl Fischer, Inc., until 
yn firms decentralized themselves. The 25 grand per annum runs for 

years, 





Carroll Gibbons, American composer-arranger, now musical conductor 
for Columbia Phonograph in London, and also leader of the big concert 
orchestra at the Savoy hotel there, wrote ‘On the Air’ which Rudy Vallee 
introduced on the last Fleischmann Yeast broadcast. Robbins, by ar- 
rangement with Campbell-Connelly of London, is publishing in America. 





A major picture studio has made a deal with a songwriter whereby he 
is supplying five numbers, playing a part in the picture for which the 
tunes are intended and performing on the piano in the film, all for a 


total of $500. 
Terrace Reopening 


LOAN ASS'N 10 COME UP Tl ld Will Oakland T fe re 
AT MUSIC CONVENTION) ovens ‘Thursday (18) under ‘Tom 


Farley and Mike Murray’s direction, 


Establishing of a loan association with a Billy Arnold floor show pre- 
for the support of sheet music deal- | sented by Noel Sherman. Pearl 
ers is a topic slated for discussion | Regay and Bernard and Rich head 
when that trade’s national associa- | it. Other principals are Helen 
tion holds its annual convention in|Shaw, Nelson Sisters, Buddy Ken- 
Chicago June 5. nedy, m. ¢., with Frank LaMarr’s 

Other subjects due to come up/CBS band. Same kitchen as the 
are the proposed creation of a clear- | Epicure club which is also the same 
ing house of information, including | management. 

a retail rating bureau, how to sup- Kennedy shifts back to an old 
Press the sales of bootleg song|spot here after going over with 
sheets on the streets, and the need | Oakland to the new Chateau Inter- 
of asking trade papers to refrain] nationale which has shuttered for 
from printing wholesale’ prices} the summer. 

where there is a retail distribution. 











Transplanted 


San Francisco, May 15 
? 


TEAM AGAIN FOR CHEVALIER 


Hollywood, May 15. 


for the broadcasters in the music 
license dispute, is now raising his 
lance against the American Society 
in behalf of what he terms the op- 
pressed small restaurant, cigar and 
barbershop owners. In his latest 


blast against ASCAP, contained in 
a bulletin released to radio stations, 
Schuette accuses the society of try- 
ing to obtain license fees from small 
eating places in violation, he says, 
of its pledge to Congress and urges 
the broadcaster. to prevail upon 
these businesses to take their com- 
plaints to Washington. 

After citing from a hearing before 
the House Patents Committee, in 
which Gene Buck and Nathan Bur- 
kan assured Chairman Sirovich that 
the society wouldn’t try to collect a 
fee on radios used in small restau- 
rants, ice-cream parlors and other 
stores, Schuette in his bulletin re- 
produces letters alleged to have 
been received from the ASCAP by 
a couple of what he describes as 
small cafes. Letters, he quotes, are 
the standardized sort used by the 
society to advise and warn about 
ASCAP’s rights under the copy- 
right law. 

In his communication Schuette 
urges the stations to obtain for him 
copies of correspondence and other 
information about the methods to 
collect fees from these spots. Also 
to inform them to ask their Sena- 
tors and Representatives to call the 
situation to the attention of the De- 
parment of Justice or the Federal 
Trade Commission, both of which 
departments, he points out, are now 
investigating ASCAP, 





MILLS SAILS 


To Attend Copenhagen Conventio 
For ASCAP . 





E. C. Mills sailed Saturday (13) 


cieties at Copenhagen. Decision to 
send a delegate came at a special 
meeting of the American Society’s 
board of directors last week. 

ASCAP found it had _ several 
foreign contracts unconsummated 


down the idea of his attending. 


board decided to table the proposal 
that the American Society cancel 
its agreement with the German per- 
forming society until after Mills 
made inquiries on the subject 
abroad and reported his findings. 





( 


BAND PLACEMENTS 


Mye Mayhew goes into the West- 
May 20, for the summer, 


mainstay. Band's nightly release 
will be over WOR, 

Xavier Cugatu’s tango eombina- 
tion unveils on the Waldorf- 
Astoria’s roof June 5, day and date 
with Jack Denny’s return to the 
spot. 


I 
ls 





PETTIS STAYS 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 
With William Penn hotel switch- 
ing its supper dance place from 
the Chatterbox to the Urban Room, 








Isidore Rosenberg has redecorated 


. 
Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin will 
his Tait’s cafe on Ellis street, and 


function again as the tunesmiths for 





. } 
the next Chevalier picture at Para- | put in Frisco’s first pansy Show, — | 
mount Using the ‘Boys Will Be Girls | 

from BBB’s in Hollywood, |! 


Pair did the numbers for ‘Bed- | revue 


with Rae Bourbon featured, 5 


time Story,’ 


DODGES WORLD'S FAIR 


Art Kassel Sidesteps Overcrowded 
Chicago 





Chicago, May 15. 
Art Kassel winds up at the Bis- 
marck hotel this week to accept an 
Club, 
Harry 


engagement at the Olsen 
Culver City for the summer. 
Voiler made the deal. 

Kassel elected to sidestep Chi- 
cago during the World's Fair feel- 
ing that the name bands then in 
town will be over-numerous and 
there will be littie disposition to 
eredit a band with good business. 
Exposition will get the credit he 
feels. Kassel wrote the official 
song, ‘Where Will You Be In 1933.’ 

Understanding is that MCA and 
Kassel have severed relations by 
mutual consent. 


Dutch Hotel Men 
After Talent and 
Future Tourists 








Abraham van Dam, president of 
the Carlton hotel company of Am- 
sterdam, Holland, with William J. 
Woltman, his general secretary, are 
in New York, preparatory to an 
American trip to sign name talent 
for the Carlton hotel and to promote 
tourism to Holland. Any benefits to 
Dutch travel would react expressly 
to the hotel and to Amsterdam as 
the key city. 

The Carlton recently played Jean- 
ette MacDonald, and also Jack 
Payne’s BBC orchestra. Hotel had a 
deal with Paul Whiteman two years 
ago but he couldn’t get away. White- 
man may go over Sept. 15 when 
the Carlton’s winter season com- 
mences. 

An idea of salaries is the 3,000 
Dutch guilder which Van Dam paid 
Payne. At the deflated rate of dollar 
exchange it figures $1,500 a day; at 
the old exchange $1,200 a day on a 
seven day week. The Carlton can so 
splurge for a name band for a 
fortnight every so often. 

Nazi Complications 

Having exhausted everything 
France and England has to offer, the 
Nazi situation has created an abso- 
lute embargo in Holland for any- 
thing German. Sympathies of the 
Dutch are such that, according to 
Messrs. Van Dam and Woltman, 
anything from Germany, including 
talent, is currently a skeptical pro- 
position. 

A sidelight on the Dutch demands 
is the public’s yen for the unknown. 
That’s why Payne is worth more 
than Jack Hylton for an engagement 


to attend the international con-|in Amsterdam or The Hague. They've 
vention of performing rights so- heard Payne from London on the air, 


but haven’t seen his band. Hylton 


has been extensively toured. 


Van Dam and Woltman are taking 


advantage of the Germanic situation 
by organizing promotional social af- 
fairs and showing a travelog scenic, 
R Pr . ‘Seein Holland’, 
that Mills might straighten out. pect ll tourist and travel organ- 
Previously the board had turned izations. Hence their trips into Can- 
ada and to the coast prior to re- 
Meeting also took up the Nazi turning to Amsterdam. They’ve been 
ban on Jewish composers but the here since early April. 


in tie-ups with 





ODOMS’ CAT AND FIDDLE 


Hollywood, May 15. 
Cliff Odoms, former sales man- 


ager for Feist, and Fred Dempsey, 
Coast rep for 


the company, will 
ypen their own restaurant, the Cat 


and the Fiddle, here May 20. 


Place, which seats 100, is at Fair- 


chester Country club, New York, |fax and Wilshire, a busy intersec- 
Helen |tion, and is on property owned by 
Ward joins him as the warbling | Ruth Roland. 





GONZALES FOR GRIER 
San Diego, May 15. 
Aaron Gonzales and his 15-piece 
yand follow the Jimmy Grier com- 
0 into the El Cortez hotel May 20. 


Gonzales’ orchestra is booked for 
four 
Knight. 


weeks, along with Fuzzy 


David Hillman arranged the date. 








SWITCHES ARNHEIM 


Hollywood, May 15. 





Jack Pettis’ band is staying on Dinner room of the Beverly Wil- 

indef. {shire hotel closes May 21 for the 
Hostelry is dispensing, as usual! summer. 

every summer, with its floor show. Gus Arnheim’s orchestra moves 

Pepino and Rhoda, @Gance team, | to San Francisco the following day 


leave for Chicago to join Guy Lom-|: 
bardo, 


ind opens at the St. Francis hotel 


June 1, replacing Ted Fiorito. 


Has Plan for NAB Ignoring the ASCAP 


Claiming to represent 10 publish- 
ing firms, Julian T. Abeles, attorney 
and authority on music copyright, 
has approached the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters with a per- 
forming rights plan which would 
eliminate the ASCAP from the radio 
picture after Dec. 31 next, the date 
of expiration of contracts all around. 
It is Abeles’ idea that the catalogs 
of the 10 companies would give 
broadcasting sufficient musical re- 
sources to take care of any and all 
popular and semi-popular needs. 

Firms on the Abeles list are 
Harms, Inec., Remick Music Corp., 
M. Witmark & Sons, Famous Music 
Corp., E. B. Marks Music Co., Joe 
Morris Music Co., DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson, Inc., Robbins Music 
Corp., Campbell-Connelly of England 
and Alberti of Germany. 

Abeles declares he has _ several 
other publishers of major standing 
lined up but these are withholding 
approval of his representation, until 
radio has expressed its reaction to 
the project. 

So far Abeles’ radio contact has 
been Oswald F. Schuette, the NAB's 
director of copyright. Next move 
will be by Schuette, after he has 
studied the proposition, to take it up 
with the trustees of the Radio Pro- 
gram Foundation, Inc., organized by 
the broadcasters as a counter per- 
forming rights bureau to the Ameri- 
can Society. 

Individual Deals 


Under the Abeles plan radio would 
make individual deals for air per- 
forming rights with the firms on his 
list, the publishers being free to dis- 
pose of all other rights to their own 
and exclusive profit. As far as the 
publishers are concerned this, what 
amounts to almost equal importance 
with the performing rights return, is 
the anticipated privileged plugging 
of their new releases on the air. 

Abeles’ alignment and manouver- 
ing against the American Society 
comes as no surprise to the music 
industry. In practically every in- 
stance of recent years of battles be- 
tween a publisher member and the 





ASCAP, Abeles has been on the fir- 
ing line for the publisher. 


ORCH LEADER JAILED 
FOR NOT PAYING OFF 


Lynn, Mass., May 15, 

Raymond O’Brien, orchestra 
leader, sentenced in District Court 
to serve two weeks in the House of 
Correction on a charge of having 
failed to pay wages to members of 
his combo. 
O’Brien was in court last January 
on a similar charge and was placed 
on probation. Two months before 
that he had been arraigned on the 
same charge. As a result of the 
latest case O’Brien’s suspended sen- 
tence was imposed. 











Ash Claims Misleading 
Ads Used by Music Box 


Chicago, May 15. 

Advertisements made by the Music 
Box cafe, on the south side, have 
been objected to by Paul Ash as giv- 
ing the public the impression that he 
was playing there in person. Cafe is 
paying $100 weekly to use Ash’s name 
as the sponsor of the orchestra, actu- 
ally directed by Joe Kayser. In- 
stead, the publicity ignored Kayser 
and stressed Ash with photographs, 
etc. 
Ash has been playing theatre 
dates for Publix Great States. As 
a favor to the Music Box he came 
in from Peoria, by aeroplane, open- 
ing night and officiated for half an 
hour. He then told the cafe to 
change their advertising. 


SUMMER SHIFTS 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Jay Whidden’s orchestra goes 
out of the hotel Roosevelt, June 7, 
returning to the Hotel Mirimar, 
Santa Monica, for the summer. 
Jimmy Greer goes into Rainbow 
Gardens, replacing Pete Vantrelli's 
aggregation, which moves to San 
Francisco. 





Kahn With M-R 





Roger Wolfe Kahn has turned 
over his band booking affairs to the 
Milis-Rockwell office. 


Present stand at the Forest Club, 
New Orleans, is the last Kahn will 
play uncer MCA direction. 





me fer. 
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East 


Verna Ogle, American dancer and 
wife of Chas. Ogle, painter ,tries 
suicide in Paris. Slashed her wrists. 
Condition serious. 








R. M. Jaber organizing a summer 
stock to play the resorts with four 
plays she authored herself. 

Fred R. Weinstein paroled when 
Philip Moumair charged he took 
$50 to get the latter into the pro- 
jectionists’ union and a job in a 
picture theatre and did neither, 

Albert Warner, testifying in the 
suit of the Victoria Amusement Co., 
of Camden, against 28 picture in- 
terests, testified that he knew very 
little of the business management 
of the company’s subsidiaries. Suit 
on usual line of flow of product to 
other theatres. 








West Virginia drys plan to cam- 
paign against repeal with a play 
which will be produced by amateur 
casts in the mountain district. Sort 
of ‘10 Nights in a Barroom’ script. 





Old sidewheeler, Express, which 
was to have been used as a floating 
beer garden off Manhattan Beach, 
eank at her pier Wed. (10). Hum- 
bert Fugazy, sports promoter, was 
back of the idea. ; 





Feds start raiding beer cafes sus- 
pected of selling hard stuff. Two 
hooked Wed. (10). 





Slickers working a new punch- 
board game in Westchester. Ad- 
vance man comes along and sells 
filling stations and cigar stores 
punchboards. Second man drops in 
later and ‘wins’ all the cash prizes. 
He knows where to punch. 





Island of Trinidad authorities ex- 
plain that liberal cuts in American 
pictures are due to the fact that the 
village cutups let out yells when- 
ever the situations in a picture give 
them a chance. It’s the audience 
and not the picture that really is 
being censored. 





Milton Aborn celebrates his 50th 
year in the theatre Thursday (18). 
His debut was as Sir Joseph in 
‘Pinafore.’ 





Players open ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ 
at a $3 top and drop to $2.50. Lowest 
price in the history of the Players’ 
revivals. Alf. Aarons is managing. 





Muriel Phelan, former showsirl, 
relieved of a technical charge of 
homicide arising from an auto 
smash, She’s a manicurist now. 





Dr. Victor L. Gross suing his wife 
Birdie, a showgirl, in New York 
and New Jersey. Latter state was 
a bit slow so he brought a New 
York action, naming Gene Doyle, 
a hoofer, as corespondent. 





George Graham Rice out of At- 
lanta and planning to syndicate a 
financial article. 





Divorced wife of Bernarr Mac- 
fadden sues him in Trenton because 
her allowance has dropped. Court 
awarded her $15,000 annually last 
year. Paid only $10,330 last year 
and she’s asking for the remainder. 





John Dos Pasos in Johns Hopkins 
hospital. Went for a tonsil op and 
held up by rheumatic fever. 





Police raid nabs six men in Ches- 
terfield hotel. Alleged to be han- 
dling Canadian race sweepstakes 
and cops get the stubs of those 
who've already bought tickets, 
which will eliminate these from the 
drawing. 





Rafaelo Ziaz, Met. tenor, and 
George Norton in a jam on the St. 
Regis roof the other night. Both 
wanted to see the same guest home. 
Fists used, it’s said, but no great 
damage. 





Richard Aldrich has gone to Lon- 
don to arrange for the production 
of ‘Three Cornered Moon.’ Will 
also keep an eye out for new plays. 





Carl Strakosch, Scandinavian 
producer, has bought the rights to 
‘Gay Divorce’ for Norway, Den- 
mark, Sweden and Finland. Wiman 
& Weatherly recently sold the Aus- 
tralian rights to the same play. 





Nelson Morris gets a divorce from 
Jeanne Aubert on charge of deser- 
tion, sufficient in a French court. 
Action in Versailles, France. 





Ring Lardner’s boy selected as 
co-author of the next book. for 
Princeton Triangle club show. 





Raymond Moore is going to try 
an innovation for summer theatres. 
Will stage one musical at Dennis, 
Mass. Has selected ‘Meet My Sis- 
ter,” which the Shuberts did some 
time ago. Bettina Hall, of the orig- 
inal cast, in the piece. 





Mrs. Frances E. Spence suing 
Metro for $50,000. News cameraman 
included her in a picture made in 
‘Sloppy Joe’s’ saloon in Havana, and 
she not only wants the coin but 





bf eet Ps Pe 









SSPE PPPS 4 Ft be be de ed bd ELE 4 td 8 et et eb ot 4 ee eo to be bk 


ews From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





: = So 
[PP beet et et ete Sl Pre et bet 


Ee EET es nt eet eet Petal 





was there with her husband, who 


was not shown in the picture. 





After giving N. Y. Masons a bene- 
fit at the Garden, Sam Gumpertz 


will give one day's profit to the 
Brooklyn Elks on the engagement 
there. 





Stone & Kaplan announce ‘Broom- 
sticks, Amen’ as their first produc- 
tion for next season. Probably with 
Lew Fields. 





Mrs. Ruth Erlanger Nathan, of 
the theatrical family, who is being 
sued by Mrs. Helen Vogel Stern for 
alienation, counters with a deposi- 
tion from Oliver Rice, of St. Louis, 
that he ‘rained kisses’ on Mrs. 
Stern, though he only knew her 
slightly. 





Ben Stein, of ‘Strike Me Pink,’ 
marries Myrtle Patterson, showgirl, 
in Harrison, N. Y., Monday (8). 
Hitch was at 4 a. m, 





Daniel Frohman plans a ‘Dawn 
to Dawn’ festival at the St. Moritz 
for the benefit of the Actor’s Fund. 
It's a 24-hour continuous perform- 
ance, starting May 17. 





Supreme court upholds the right 
of Federal Radio commission to 
give an under quota state a wave 
length previously assigned a station 
in a state over its quota. Suit was 
over the assignment of the time of 
WIOB and WPPC, Chicago, to 
WJKS, Gary, Ind. 





Boris Thomashefsky in a jam 
with the Hebrew Actors’ union. 
Trouble over a _ benefit while he 
operated the Gayety theatre, Brook- 
lyn. Union asserts it had to make 
good a deposit when theatre closed 
before the benefit was given. 





Garden theatre, Jamaica, has one 
of the first beer gardens. Corse 
Payton playing stock there. 





Attorney trying to get $12,500 
from Hannah Williams or Roger 
Wolfe Kahn for services in Reno. 
He is not the attorney of record. 





Last week a referee heard the tes- 
timony in the application of Gloria 
Blackton Woolrich, daughter of J. 
Stuart Blackton, for annulment of 
her marriage to Cornell Woolrich, 
novelist and scenario writer. Mov- 
ing papers said she sought relief be- 
cause she was bride in name only. 





Roy Atwell to hop out of ‘Strike 
Me Pink’ to make comedies for Par- 
amount. Two-reelers featuring the 
character he plays in the musical. 





‘Take a Chance’ plays the usual 
Actors’ Fund benefit Friday (19). 





American Assn. of Advertising 
Agencies seeking from radio infor- 
mation equivalent to the ABC re- 
ports on newspaper circulation, 





Winnie Ayers, showgirl who 
eloped with Edgar Oliver Young in 
1931, asks the court for a divorce. 





Stanislaus Zybszko flat on both 
shoulders and hips when his love 
letters to Gladys Buszek, Winnipeg 
music teacher, are read in her suit 
for breach of promise. Trial in N. Y. 
court, 





Grisha Goluboff, prodigy violinist, 
ordered to return to Berlin music 
house the fiddle it loaned him for 
his American tour. Part of the Hit- 
ler outburst. 





George M. Cohan telling the 
‘Quill’ the road brings larger re- 
turns than B’way. Says more shows 
and a $2 top will bring back the old 
prosperity. 





Lucy Cotton Thomas Ament Hann 
Magraw sued by fashionable 
modiste on 5th avenue for dresses. 
In her defense she declared part of 
the bill was for hard liquor and 
wines in which the store dealt on 
the side. 





Marlene Dietrich in town, pants 
and all. Now on the water headed 
for home. 





Daily papers finally get report of 
Eva Puck, Sammy White split. 





Lina Cavaleri, one of the two 
divorced wives of the late Robert 
V. Chanler, loses her action for 
participation in the trust fund left 
by the artist. Court holds the exes 
are not entitled to widows’ claims. 
Goes to his daughters. 





Joe Weinstock, who operates 
burly at the Republic, in a jam 
with a cop following trial of two 
men the officer arrested in the the- 


atre lobby at Weinstock’s request. 





Suppression of the picture. Says she 


pressed the fact the men had a pint 
of hooch. Manager paroled in cus- 
tody of his counsel. 





Theatre Guild may bring back 
‘Both Your Houses,’ Pulitzer prize 
winner, after Phila. To go into the 
Mansfield. 





George S. Kaufman washed up on 
Hollywood. No like conferences, so 
he’s going back to the drama for 
keeps. Got plenty of orders, so why 
waste time on supervisors and as- 
sociate producers? 





Jed Harris plans to bring Francis 
Lederer back to B'way in the fall. 
If he cannot find a suitable play, 
he'll fall back on ‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’ 





Philip Gelb planning a summer 
tryout season at Red Bank, N. J. 


Clock in the Hotel Cadillac tower 
50 years old last week, but it keeps 
better time than the new beer in- 
truder. 





‘Fourth Little Show’ cold again. 





Abbott & Dunning planning three 
productions for next season. Try- 
out at the Country Playhouse, 
Westport, this summer. 





Lew Brown due in court next 
week to answer a charge of kick- 
ing a woman tenant in a rent dis- 
pute. He charges her with the 
same Cagney tactics. In Scarsdale, 
N. 





Sirovich bill up again last week. 
Congressman claimed the president 
was for it. Opponents wanted to 
know if that was the case why he 
didn’t say so himself. Measure 
dead now. 





Primo Carnera greeted by a 
crowd when he arrived last Fri- 
day. Included a process server who 
slapped him with a summons in a 
suit for $14,390.25. It’s the sum of 
the judgment obtained against him 
in London by Emelia Tersini, a 
waitress, who sued for breach of 
promise. 





Elmer Rice plans to go to Spain 
and from there to Mexico. His idea 
of a nice summer vacation. 





Old Roxy monkeys with the price 
schedule again. Now it’s two bits 
after 10:30 p. m. Saturdays. 





Daniel Frohman elected prez of 
the Actors’ Fund for the 30th time. 





Major Doyle wins his fight to bar 
imported midgets from the lilipu- 
tian village at the Chicago fair. 
Means jobs for about 75 American 
smallies. Doyle has one of the jobs. 





Word from Paris is that Pola 
Negri is a hit in concert there. 





Samuel Curl, sales manager for 
Wm. Goodwin Pub. Co., takes $200 
fine in preference to jail sentence 
for selling a copy of ‘The Man in 
the Monkey Suit,’ held to be 
obscene. - Book was authored by 
Mrs. Frances W. King, recently 
charged by Bruce Barton with at- 
tempted extortion. 


Coast 


John S. Daggett, ‘Uncle John’ on 
the radio, filed suit for divorce in 
L. <A. Superior court, against 
Marguerite Daggett, former actress. 
Mike Cudahy named co-respondent. 











Decision in favor of Michael 
Curtiz, film director, handed down 
in L. A. Superior court, against 
Thilde Foerster, scenarist, who had 
filed suit to collect $800 a month for 
the support of her child, alleging in 
her complaint that the director was 
its father. 





Marion Sayers, actress, and 
James Murray, actor, filed inten- 
tions to wed in Los Angeles. Couple 
stated they were married over two 
years ago, in Mexico, but wanted 
to have a ceremony performed in 
this country in order to assure 
legality of the wedding. 





J. A. Higgins filed suit in L. A. 
Municipal court against Daisy De 
Boe, former secretary to Clara Bow, 
and her parents, alleging in his 
complaint that the family was two 
months in arrears on rent at $25 
per month, 





Audrey Faught Goulding, former 
actress, divorced from Alfred Gould- 
ing, film director, in L. A. Superior 
court, on grounds of negligence to 
her and their children. 





Walter A. Merrill, writer, and 
Paulina Torres, sister of Raquel and 
Nancy Torres, actresses, robbed of 
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and $20 in cash when thieves pulled 
alongside their parked car, accord- 
ing to Hollywood police report, 





Hoot Gibson ordered in L. A. Su- 
perior court to pay a $2,500 judg- 
ment to Mrs. J. L, Johnson for 
alleged $2,000 note which he and his 
former wife executed in favor of 
the plaintiff. Stipulation of the at- 
torneys added $500 more for prin- 
cipal and interest. 





Fears for the safety of Albert De 
Winton, former actor, who left Hol- 
lywood last December to search for 
the missing Col. H. P. Fawcett in 
the jungles of Central Brazil, were 
expressed by his friends. Winton 
was to inform a representative in 
Hollywood of his progress and has 
not been heard from since Feb. 15. 





Patricia Young, radio singer, filed 
suit for $10,000 in L. A. Superior 
court against Dr. Herman Baker, 
dentist, alleging in her complaint 
that the defendant negligently 
treated her teeth, 





John S. Daggett, known to radio 

as ‘Uncle John,’ formerly with 

KHJ, suffered a fractured leg when 

the horse he was riding shied into 

- i taammaa near Camp Baldy, 
alif, 





Frank Joyce, agent, denied motion 
for a new trial for the $150,000 suit 
filed in L. A. Superior court by Es- 
telle Taylor, on which the actress 
was awarded $20,000 for alleged in- 
juries received when the agent's car 
in which she was riding crashed 
into a tree. 


Announcement made of the forth- 
coming marriage of Nancy Adams, 
sister-in-law of Cecil B. DeMille, 
film director, to Herbert Howard 
Calvin. 








Mary Hayes granted a divorce 
from Castle Hayes, stage artist, in 
L. A. Superior court on grounds of 
non-support, 

Vina Gale Miller, actress, divorced 
from Dr. Dee G. Miller in L. A. Su- 
perior court, 


Anita Goodwin filed suit for $1,500 
in L. A. Superior court against Lew 
Cody, alleging that the actor’s dog 
bit her as she was walking by the 
Cody residence. 








Officers of the L. A. sheriff's vice 
squad arrested and held as sus- 
pects 28 persons following a raid 
on a group of asserted Chinese lot- 
tery establishments. 





Rosita Valdez, actress, filed suit 
for $80,000 in L. A. Superior court 
against Jack C. Capp, alleging that 
she received possible permanent in- 
juries when the defendant’s car in 
which she was riding collided with 
another. 





Thieves entered the Hollywood 
home of Harry Langdon during the 
actor’s absence and stole jewelry 


and a gun valued at $130. E. N. 
Crosby, Paramount studio em- 
ployee, reports that gunmen took 


$86 from him and a group of 
friends, while they were sitting in 
their parked car. Donald Keith, ac- 
tor, also reported loss of a watch 
and $3 in cash when bandits raided 
his parked car. 





Nancy Torres beaten and bruised 
by two men after actress was al- 
legedly kidnapped from her home, 
according to Hollywood police re- 
port. Frederico de la Vega, actor, ar- 
rested and held by L. A. police after 
he was accused of alleged kidnap- 
ping and abusively treating Miss 
Torres. 





Ena Gregory Rogell, former ac- 
tress, and wife of Albert Rogell, 
film director, granted citizenship 
papers. 





Federal officers arrested one per- 
son and confiscated more than 2,000 
gallons of beer mash, following raid 
on a North Hollywood alleged ‘wild- 
cat’ brewery. 





Inez Courtnev actress, granted a 
divorce in L. A. Superior court from 
Stanley Paschal. She testified that 
her husband had a violent temper 
and stayed out late at nights. 





Joan Crawford, actress, granted 
a divorce by default in L. A. Su- 
perior court from Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., on grounds of jealousy. 





Ian MacLaren, actor, filed a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition in 
U. S. Federal court, L. A., listing 
oa of $2,031.11 and assets of 





Margaret Wood Holt granted a 
Mexican divorce from Jack Holt, 
actor, in Jaurez, Mex., on grounds 








He complained the _ officer sup- 


jewelry valued at more than $500 


of incompatibility. 





Mid-West 


Police Commissioner Allman of 
Chicago was fined $50 for con. 
tempt of court by Judge Joseph 
Davin when police raided the Jef- 
fery Tavern at the orders of the 
district attorney, but contrary to a 
ruling of the judge. Fine was of a 
technical nature so far as the com- 
missioner is concerned and city will 
pay it for him. Police and Jp. A 
have contended that Jeffery Tay-_ 
ern was a hoodlum’s hangout, and 
have raided it repeatedly, 








Marion Claire, former Chicago 
civic Opera soprano, quit the ritzy 
lyric drama to go Shubert. She 


joins the St. Louis Municipal Lic 
Opera brigade, , _ 





Louis Albright, 26, Chicago me 
mer, had his instruments Soicn a 
some time later was offered the 
identical equipment by Sheldon 
Booth, manager of the Tavern Cafe 
He -had Booth arrested. <A long 
chain of ‘owners’ was mentioned for 
the drums since they were stolen 
a Albright. Drummer recov- 
ered. 





Garfield Leon, acrobatic dancer 
about to open for Balaban & Katz 
denied to the Chicago press the ale 
legations of the so-called Mrs. Gar- 
field Leon, who sued the ex-Mrs 
Rudy Vallee for alienating Leon’s 
affections. Dancer averred he has 
no wife and the suit of Katherine 
Smythe is cuckoo, 





Sherman T. Lewis, 68, was con- 
victed of murder growing out of an 
abortion in Chicago. His victim was 
Dorothy Waters, 20, said to have 
been a showgirl under the name of 
Babe Lee. She was found dead 
Jan. 4 in her apartment. 


MARRIAGES 


Myrtle Patterson to Ben Stein at 
Harrison, N. Y., May 8. Groom is 
company manager for ‘Strike Me 
Pink.’ Bride is a showgirl. 

Doris Kenyon, actress, and Ar- 
thur Hopkins, New York broker, 
have filed intentions to wed June 
14 in Los Angeles. 

Kay R. Oakes, non-pro, and Mel- 
bourne Spurr, Hollywood photog- 
rapher, have filed intentions to wed 
in Los Angeles, 

Marion Sayres, actress, to James 
Murray, actor, in Los Angeles, 
Méy 10. Couple had married two 
years ago in Mexico, but rewed 
because of uncertainty of legality. 

Ruth Elder to Arnold A. Gilles- 
pie, Yuma, Ariz. May 9. Groom 
is assistant art director at Metro, 

Lucretia Bush to Leon Kargere, 
New York, May 9. Bride has sung 
with the San Carlo and Phila opera 
companies. Groom is a fashion ex- 
pert, 








BIRTHS 


Mr, and Mrs. Doug Douglas, a 
son, at Los Angeles, May 8. Father 
is radio editor of the Los Angeles 
‘Times.’ 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Moore, son, 
Santa Monica, Calif. May 10, 
Mother is Eleanor Merry, also 


screen player. 
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Interviews 


By Epes W. Sargent 





‘No, said Seestill de Yard, 
thoughtfully, tucking the loose ends 
of his sport shirt collar into the 
waistband of the pants. ‘No, I 
would not say that the plumber is 
one of the most important contri- 
putors to the success of the screen 
play. As a matter of fact, some of my 
test successes artistically and 
financially have been pictures in 
which the water was turned into the 
tub via a hose. It’s not the water 
you put into the tub but what you 
put into the water that counts.’ 

‘Then you regard bath tubs only 
a a means to an end?’ 

‘practically yes,’ admitted the 
megaphone king. ‘As a matter of 
fact, I have, at various times, dis- 
pensed with the tub . Were it not 
that it seems to please the censors, 
I migi.t dispense entirely with open 
plumbing.’ He toyed idly for a mo- 
ment with a bound volume of the 
qnterior Decorator.” ‘You see,’ he 
explained, ‘censors are rather silly 
asses. They seem to think that 
there is less detrimental to the juve- 
nile mind if a lady sits in a bath 
tub than if she sits up in bed. Per- 
haps they feel that it helps to in- 
culeate ‘the idea of the Saturday 
night tub in the infant mind. They 
are strong for moral lessons. 

‘They don’t always get the point,’ 
he went on plaintively, toying with 
a bold mounted megaphone with a 
large ‘Yes’ set in rhinestenes on 
each side. | ‘Many of my best plays 
h e preached vividly that the 
wages of sin is death, but all they 
could see was such minor detail as 
that the unfortunate girl had to sin 
first. ‘ 
‘The sinning naturally has to be 
pict ‘ial; get down to bare facts, 
as it were, but the blighters can’t 
see that. I recall one story sub- 
mitted to the Pennsylvania board. 
All they left was the main title, 
two landscape bits and the censor- 
ship seal. Why, the bedroom set in 
that picture cost $176,432.98, and 
they didn’t even leave a pillow!’ 

Mr. DeYard sighed heavily and 
idly thumbed over a well-worn bible 
to see if by chance there were any 
unbroken commandments left, but 
all 10 had been carefully crossed off 
by the scenario writer. 


Moses No Draw 
Tt is pathetic,’ he said mourn- 


accounting department set up over 
that picture. The accounting de- 
partment, my good fellow, is a clog 
I recall 


Isr-21 out of the Land of Egypt at 
acost of a mere million. And I got 
a rotten letter from the auditor re- 
minding me that Moses had done it 
for much less. And ye* Moses never 
dr -w a dollar to the box office until 


tacular figure. It’s glamour that 
sells the public. And I invented 
glamour, so far as the screen is con- 
cerned.’ 

‘Then you think that the setting 
fs more important than the story?’ 

‘Think,’ snorted DeYard, stroking 
& Siberian wolf hound, one of a 
sextet lounging about the apart- 
‘My good man I know.’ He 
glowered at the scribe as though 
tg him to utter the unfamiliar 

0.” 

“Who was Gloria Swansong until 
] took her up and clothed her in 
glamour? Just a bathing beauty. I 
Made her legs mysterious. I made 
her lingerie enticing. I put her over. 
She got the idea she was made. 
But—did you see ‘Perfect Misunder- 
Standing’? No bath tubs, no allure, 
no glamour. I might mention 
others; hundreds of others. It was 
Not they who shone upon the screen 
save in the glamour which was 
mine.’ 

He sighed heavily. ‘The business 
is not what is used to be,’ he la- 


Planned to make was out. It did 
not comply with the Hays code. 
Isn't that monstrous? Imagine try- 
ing to harness a creative artist to a 
code composed by a politician. Can 
I make a picture that will please 
Governor Millikmaid and the masses 
at the same time? Can you imagine 
what ‘Guy and Dame’ would have 
been had it been made to conform 
to a code written by a‘man from 
Maine and okayed by the Gentle- 
man from Indiana? Shall genius 
be shackled to the chariot of the 
WC.S0.F 


‘Chromium Flop’ Didn't 


‘The only way to beat that is to 
make a picture that casts so. much 
the producer has to put it out in 
an effort to get his money back. 
That worked with the ‘Chromium 
Flop.’ But it won’t work now be- 
cause I have to tell them what I am 
going to make before I make it, and 
the property man had been in- 
structed to hold me down to straw 
matresses. You cannot ask an opu- 
lent sinner to lose her soul on an 
army cot. Why, in one of my most 
gorgeous stories I used three feather 
mattresses, and the box office wen 
up 18% in 10 key cities.’ 

The great megger reached for an 
antique cup of. curiously. wrought 
gold and sipped a highball to whip 
up his flagging spirits. 

‘The business is going to the dogs 
and the dogmatists,’ he said sadly. 
‘I shall have to make stories of litile 
Rollo and his girl friend, Little Eva. 
I shall have to seduce my heroine 
on ‘the way home from Wednesday 
night prayer meeting and make the 


} villain’ the organist or the choir 


master. The glory that was Greece 
and Rome and Carthage is no more. 
We must bow to Hill Ways and 
ignore Grand Rapids. We must 
eater to the Episworth league and 
forget the co-eds. We must regard 
flesh as something for the butcher 
shop, lingerie as a decoration for a 
dry goods window and luxury as the 
substitution of a frigidaire for the 
old icebox. I’m through! I’m tired 
of being Haysed around.’ 


MEX DIVORCE RACKET 
GETS KICK IN PANTS 


Hollywood, May 15. 

Those fast undercover Mexican 
divorces which became popular here 
several months ago will probably 
be relegated.to the past in Cali- 
fornia if' a permanent’ injunction, 
granted by Superior Judge Dudley 
Valentine to Mrs. Madeline Side- 
botham, restraining her husband, 
Robert Sidebotham, from obtaining 
a. foreign decree, withstands legal 
ou.slaught. 

In obtaining the injunction, Mrs. 
Sidebotham invoked an almost for- 
gotten law which provides that ‘for- 
eign decrees are illegal when Cali- 
fornia is the state of matrimonial 
domicile.’ 

Sidebotham, son of a former. gov- 
ernor.of Idaho, filed a suit for di- 
vorce several weeks ago in Mexico. 











Now 8-Team League 


Paramount and Warners (B’klyn) 
Studio entered a team in Motion 
Picture League, which brings the 
total to eight. 

ERPI beat NBC 12 to 6 Thurs., 
May 11, two games on Sat., May 13, 


beat Fox 9 to 4. 
Standing of the Clubs 





Mented. ‘Why only the other day I 
Was told that a new script I had 
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Dempsey No Draw in 
Reading; 751 Show Up 


Reading, Pa., May 15. 

The magic of Dempsey’s name, at 
$2.50 top, has lost its drawing power 
here, the former champ, with Max 
Schmeling in tow, attracting only 
'751 people to the Rajah _ theatre. 
Show was not particularly inter- 
esting to most fans, but a lot of 
them had a notion that Dempsey 
was going to box 12 or 15 rounds 
with the German, instead of merely 
refereeing Schmeling’s bouts with 
two sparring partners wearing 
headguards. ‘Speed it up, Max,’ 
said Dempsey, but Schmeling failed 
to steam up. 

Box office receipts were only 
about $1,000, few of the high price 
seats being sold. 


ASTOR’S ALIBI 
FOR SWASTIKA 


Floor of the ‘Game Room,’ down- 
stairs restaurant at the Hotel 
Astor, bears some ‘swastika’ signs 
(Hitler emblem) and has for years. 








Because customers have com- 
plained about this phase of the 
room, the hotel has _ prepared 


printed explanations of how come. 
The ‘swastikas’ in the Astor were 
on the floor long before Hitler 
ducked out of Austria and into 


Germany. 
The printed explanation of the 
emblem follows, as per card 


handed to anyone who comments 
on the decoration: 

‘The swastika is one of the most 
ancient and widespread of all or- 
namental forms appearing in both 
hemispheres. It is thought to have 
represented a flame of sacred fire 
or a flash of lightning and signi- 
fied ‘benediction,’ ‘health,’ and 
‘good omen.’ 

‘It has been found depicted in an- 
cient Troy, in ancient Greece, in 
India, in Etruscan necropolises, on 
coins of Gaza and Corinth, on rock 
carvings in Sweden, and on Celtic 
stones in Britain. 

‘In America it was in common 
use by the aborigines and is 
thought to have indicated the four 
cardinal points of the compass. It 
was used by them as a sign of wel- 
come and hospitality.’ 








Smith, Ribbed as a Song Plugger, 
Goes Into Dance at Friars’ Frolic 





Old Love Tragedy Ends 
With Dancer’s Suicide 


Portland, Ore., May 15. 

End of a five-year tragedy came 
when Doreene De Silva, cabaret 
dancer of Belgian birth, committed 
suicide by drowning. 

De Silva girl first came into 
notoriety November, 1928, when she 
she shot and killed Gilbert Pinto, 
steward on the Matson liner ‘Ma- 
lolo,’ which was in port here. Broken 
blossoms love trial indicated that 
Pinto jilted the girl, so she trailed 
him from Frisco and shot him. 

After four years in the state pen, 
the dancer was paroled, returning 
to town where she ran a small dance 
school. Seems the Pinto affair 
‘preyed on her mind. Several months 
of melancholy ended by hiring a 
taxi to drive to the center of the 
burg’s highest bridge, where she 
left the taxi and jumped the rail. 


Olympia C. C. Spending 
$10,000 to Make Burg 
Saturday Nite Town 


Seattle, May 15. 

How a theatre manager helps 
build good will for his house in a 
small town is shown by activities of 
Harold Murphy, Evergreen mer. in 
Olympia, the 16,000 pop capital of 
this state. 

Murphy is on the Chamber of 
Commerce committee of four to 
make Olympia a ‘Saturday night 
town’ by getting the country folks 
to come in for recreation and biz. 

About $10,000 is to be spent by the 
chamber in advertising campaign, 
billboards, newspapers, etc., to let 
folks know the stores will stay open 
Sat. eves until 9:30. Also a word 
about amusements, at shows and 
dances. 

Committee meets often and is out 
to keep lights on at Olympia until 
midnite. Murphy says the town is 
one of the two best spots in the 
state, with the state payrol!, Olym- 
pia oyster industry, farming and 
lumber biz looking up a little with 
two mills due to open soon. 

















By Jack 


Tm Telling You 


Osterman 





WE HOPE WHEN WE GET 
THIS NEW DEAL THEY’RE 
TALKING ABOUT, THE CARDS 
AREN'T MARKED. 





The 1933 Switch 
They used to say, ‘Here comes 
tus Edwards, hide your children.’ 
Now they remark, ‘Here comes 
Jimmie Durante, hide your piano.’ 





For What? 

There's a closed bank on 68th and 
3roadway which still has a lighted 
sign near its door reading, ‘For 
Night Deposits Only.’ 





Irish Hospitality 

The other day Pat Rooney, Sr., 
was driving his car down Broad- 
way when one of those road hogs 
started crowding him over to the 
curb. Pat, keeping calm, yelled, ‘If 
you wait a minute Ill open the 
door and you can come in.’ 





Things You'll Probably Never See 
Clark and McCullough making 
their first entrance without those 
broken-down fur  coats...Harpo 
Marx making a speech...Heywood 
Broun in a full-dress suit...Arthur 
Klein in a soft collar...A night 
club owner paying off in advance 
...Helen Kane with her hair 





Woudn’t Believe Him 


Bartender in a speak lost his job when the boss found his 
ter had an extra $8.65 marked up but no dough to match, 


to believe the muge’s story. 


cash regis- ; 
and refused | 


This was that a cat started chasing a rat in the place and ran over the 


30ss’ only | 


Cash register keys in his mad dash, ringing up the $8.65. | 


words were, ‘Oh, Yeah” 





At a recent midnight Friday sports broadcast, Walter Donaldson, whe 
fomposed a new song for Notre Dame, accompanied the r¢ ndition g1 
by John L, Fogarty. It was the first public vocalization of the number, 


ven | 


Written as a tribute to the late Knute Rockne. 


‘Notre Dame’, Donaldson’s song, was accepted by the college at a recent 


function at South Bend. 


é 


combed straight back...Gertrude’s 


It Really Happened 

Owen McGivney, the protean 
artist (quick change actor to youse 
guys), holds the record for making 
rapid changes faster than any of 
his competitors. We had a date 
with him the other night and he 
kept us waiting half an hour...he 
couldn’t find his collar button. 





Good Idea 

After Izzy Goodman, Louisville's 
leading newsdealer, went to the 
trouble to wire us the logical win- 
ner of the Derby, Charley O., we 
bet on him. The letter O was a 
hunch, our last name being Rosen- 
thal. After those two jockeys who 
turned out to be lightweight 
champs, did their stuff, we were 
left colder than Hitler’s heart. We 
suggest the next Kentucky Derby 
be run with chariots. 





Observations 

There is a sign over the pros- 
perous Stork Club door that has a 
lot of meaning. It reads, ‘Never 
Recommend an Acquaintance of 
One Day.’ There is also a ‘speak’ 
that won’t open its doors until after 
4 o'clock on Sunday because it is 





opposite a church. 
Ostermania 
Well, Joan Crawford and Doug 
Jr. are really divorced...now the 


country can go back to normal... 





hat shop and Henriette’s beauty 
shop without a customer (gotta 
slip in a plug somewheres)... Milton | 
Berle on the stage without his moth- | 


er in the audience, 
Quite Possible 
Speaking of Berle, he 
us that the Siamesc twins were the 


informs , 


i first ones to give people the double | 
idav. 


talk.—(If you heard it before, re- 
member Milton told us the gag.) j 


ithey hope you flop.. 


' Whatever happens between Schmel- 


ing and Baer we hope Dempsey wins 
...The famous No. 13 Winter Gar- 
den dressing room where the stars 


of today dressed yesterday will 
soon be a beer parlor...Mickey 
(Frolics) Alpert is repeating his 


| 
3oston success on the street, where | 


¥ | 

._And last Sun- 
was my first Mother's i 
she sent me an orchid... 


ARE YOU READING? 


day wife’s 


vv —_— 


Alfred E. Smith, who said he was 
quite unaccustomed to public speak- 
ing, cut his speech short and went 
into a song and dance as the first 
part closer of the Friars’ Frolic at 
the New Amsterdam, New York, 
Sunday night (14). The ex-governor 
seemed to be having the time of 
his life, and his act tore the house 
wide open. 

The Happy Warrior was the fea- 
ture and big name of the Frolic, 
which played to the best business 
of the last several Friars’ shows. 
At $11 top it was a sell out and they 
were standing in the rear. 

Outside of the governor and a 
couple others, the usual heavy ar- 
ray of name talent was missing. 
But as an entertainment it topped 
any recent Frolic. Advance staging 
and a set routine were responsible 
for much of the quality, the result 
being a well-rounded, prepared show 
rather than a series of standard 
names doing their standard turns 
which fellow members usually ap- 
plauded mostly out of courtesy, hav- 
ing seen ’em so often. 

Lou Holtz was head Frolicker and 
m.c., with Jay C. Flippen and Jack 
Benny assisting. Together with Joe 
Cunningham, toastmaster, and: 
Harry Hershfield, they comprised 
the committee on the dais whi¢eh 
was there to honor the governor. To 
honor the honored guest at the 
Friars Club is to rib him. The New 
Amsterdam stage was set to repre- 
sent the club grill, the boys on the 
dais being the ribbers and Al Smith 
the ribbee. 

Al Just Song Plugger 

The governor’s rights to political 
fame were questioned by Jack. 
Benny on the grounds that he never 
wrote a song. The best Al Smith 
ever did in the song business was 
to popularize ‘Sidewalks of New 
York,’ said Benny—but a song plug- 
ger will never make a president. 

Specialties interspersed with the 
speeches in the first part were by 
Pat Rooney, Eddie Garr, Hal Le- 
Roy, Jans and Whalen, Shaw and 
Lee, and Louis and Charlie Mos- 
coni. The governor stepped down to 
the apron to sing ‘Sidewalks’ and 
the rest of the boys crowding the 
stage all donned brown skimmers to 
join him in the second chorus. Even 
intermission couldn't follow it. 

Part two opened with Abe Ly- 
man’s band and two turns out in 
‘one’, by Burns and Allen and Ted 
Lewis, latter assisted by a little 
colored kid who trailed the governor 
for the evening’s honors. Miss Allen 
was the first wcman to show, and 
one of the two on the bill, the other 
being Annie Hart. The precedent 
of permitting femmes in a Frolic 
was broken only recently. 
‘Hambition,’ by Joe Cunningham, 
in which Holtz, Benny, Flippen and 
the Cunningham guy showed what 
sort of jobs they’d prefer to their 
own, was the show’s only slice of 
special writing. Cunningham made 
sure of a second part spot for him- 
self by writing himself in, and he 
made ’em yell by turning hoofer. 
Joe Laurie’s ‘Memory Lane,’ done 
on a Saturday night at the club re- 
cently, was considered successful 
enough the first time for a repeat at 
the public Frolic. The old time stars 
who did their stuff had the house 
rocking. Gus Hill swinging the 
clubs, W. C. Handy playing his ‘St. 
Louis Blues,’ Barney Fagan hopping 
the buck, and Loney Hask2]l punch- 
ing himself silly in the stutter bit, 
were among them. Others showing 
were Sam Curtis, Eddie Gerard, 
Sam Ryan and J. Rosamond John- 
son. Charlie Foy and Harold 
Whalen gave impressions of their’ 
late dads. And Annie Hart brought 
it to a sock closing with ‘The Hat 
Me Father Wore’. 

The governor, in a box with Mrs. 
Smith, caught the second half from 
the front and saw how other actors 
look in action. That he’s a grand 
guy was established before the 
Friars Frolic, but his Frolic appear- 
ance and performance served as fur- 
ther evidence. He made up for the 
shortage of other names, gave the 
show a punch that no other Frolic 











has possessed, and recommended 
himself for a job in anybody’s show 
in case they ever give him two 
weeks’ notice at the Empire State. 
Rige. 
Puppet Worker Crashes 
Mrs. Anna Car] Simpson, of 
Simpson’s Wonderettes, marion- 
ette turn, in Indianapolis hospital 
following automobile accident that 
' threw her through windshield 
Necessitated 14 stiches in face. 
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red Allen off to Maine * 
ristall Films to “( 
Captain Auten off Havana-ing. eaves danas shift from Ben 
ae Cohen off to England, Vaca- Ag — 
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Jean Dalrymple expected back Be li m. c. dansapation by Roy Ross L d Berta Kiurina, aged 50 So 
no ; ‘N i r Eine Chasers. wi Peano» | on on result of neglected flu = 
Milt Lazarus p.a. for ‘Nine Pine aes Tilyou's home, ‘Eileen Villa’ on . 
Street.’ By Heinrich Fraenkel Surf avenue, is unusually interest- are State Opera to appoint secong 


Where did Jack Campbell get the 
Dunhill? 

Harry Cohn flew 
way. Sails May 25. 

Harry Thugend doubling his ether 
writing with some shorts. 

Ed Hurley pub and ad director for 
the Hippodrome. 

Al Hogan of the 
office recuperating from a 
down. 

Jimmy Carr back around the nite 
clubs after his rest cure and look- 
ing oke. 

Joe Cunningham described Shaw 
and Lee as the ‘Rover boys of the 
race tracks.’ 

Hal LeRoy pitches for the small 
urchin baseball teams working out 
in Central Park. 

Ray Hodgdon, 
RKO booker, now 
man for Borden's. 

It rained baby 
Pucks at the shower 
Kemps’ new daughter. 

Joseph M. Gaites of the Shubert 
office reported having grabbed 10G’s 
in the market last week. 

Charles Bushen, stage doorman 
at the Broadhurst, dropped dead 
Saturday (13). He was 60. 

Sam (‘I'm the old man’) Ray- 
mond recovered from his illness and 
back in action at the Central. 

Drawings on house boards at 
Booth for ‘Candide’ look like illus- 
trations in a pornographic book. 

Harriet Britton, who used to sing 
in musical comedy, giving a song 
recital at the Barbizon-Plaza Fri- 
day (19). 

Harry Rosenthal socked by a taxi 
cowboy almost opened ‘June Moon’ 
with his right hand and limb in 
bandages. 

Herman Lieb trying to bring 
vaude sketches back; trying out his 
new ‘25 Grand’ playlet at the Bronx 
O. H. this week. 

Jim Kahn in charge of Jack 
Dempsey’s Atlantic City press quar- 
ters, Ritz-Carlton. Max Baer train- 
ing at the resort. 

The th:ee Juniors, Pat Rooney, 
Herman Timberg and Carter de 
Haven, Jr., pal around. Jack Oster- 
man has a name for ’em. e 

Surprising the number of kids 
who visit Jimmie Durante back- 
stage at matinees. Schnoz is a nat- 
ural papa and doesn’t know it. 

Frank J. (‘Red’) Friedman, ex- 
Julius Kenrdler’s office, formed his 
own law partnership with Charles 
S. Cutler, at 570 Seventh avenue. 

The Columbia Cohns are still for 
Mussolini. Off to London next 
month, Harry Cohn is taking a de- 
tour via Rome on an Italian liner. 

Abe Lyman’s party for Jack 
Dempsey Sunday nite turned out 


in—the hard 


Plymouth box 
break- 


Keith and 
sales- 


former 
a cheese 


clothes at the L. 
for the H. 


to be his own farewell, the band 
leaving yesterday (Monday) fof 
L. A. 


F. Ralph Gervers, ex-exploitation 
head of Columbia Picts on the S. S. 
Oriente for an Havana vacash, re- 
turning to engage in indie film pub- 
licity. 

Child’s waitresses have to attend 
school every day. When business is 
slack in the morning a tutor comes 
in and puts the girls through their 


paces. 
Earl Wingart sprained his foot 
playing some game on the ping- 


pong order last week and found it 
necessary to home it early several 
afternoons, 

All those nifties credited to the 


Yacht Club Boys are ghosted by 
public relations counsel Harry 
Keller, who's putting the Simplon 


on the map. 

Bill Fields to Galveston for two 
months, getting acclimated to the 
South, where ‘The Green Pastures’ 
will tour next season. He will again 
be in advance. 

George Plank back in town after 
a few weeks in Niagara Falls the- 
atre. That house went bust, so he’s 
looking for another. One of the old 
Paramount exploitation staff. 

Jack Dempsey and Tim Mara 
hosted for two-score newspaper 
guys to Max Baer’s camp at Atlan- 
tic City Sunday. Down by train 
Sunday morning and back at night. 

Zani, pioneer in the class drink- 
ing restaurants, died of cancer at 
the age of 40. His widow and 
brother are carrying on the estab- 
lishment. There are two children 
surviving. 

Mrs. Joe Moss (Chic Barrymore) 
takes exception to an item in Lon- 
don chatter last week that her hus- 
band, who is the proprietor of the 
Hollywood restaurant, was sailing 
tor London to marry somebody. 

Mention any town in the country 
of 8,000 population or more to Vic 
Leighton, old legit booker, and he'll 
call off the name of the theatre, ho- 
tel and the best railroad connec- 
tions, in and out, from memory. 

Zerlina and Laura Rosenfeld, who 
as a firm have done a lot of play 


typing for Broadway, asked the U.S. 
court here last week to prevail upon 
their creditors to grant them an ex- 
tension. Petition gave their liabili- 
ties as $11,077 and assets $23,289. 


Leo Heller just another one of 
the immigrants. He is off to 
Prague. 

George Marion, Jr., taking long 


walks, although he brought his own 
ear all the way from Hollywood. 

Erich Sachs quits the famous old 
‘Wolff & Sachs’ concert agency. 
Luise Wolff now the only boss. 

Parenna is to be entirely re- 
formed. Neumann, Leipsic, and 
Hacke, Rhineland, are to be the 
only Jew members. 

Richard Tauber another one of 
those to go abroad. Playing Vienna 
Opera in May, then broadcasting in 
Holland; London in the fall, 


Johannes Riemann donning a 
Nazi uniform, and along with Har- 
and Paulsen, Eugen Rex and Carl de 
Vogt leading the actors’ procession 
on May day. 

Asta Nielsen playing vaude, the 
first time. She is in the Scala with 
a sketch called ‘Fright,’ yarn of a 
mother learning by phone that her 
child far away is in danger. 

Gitta Alpar off for Vienna to see 
Gustav Froehlich, her hubby. Next 
month they are to be co-starred in 
a German picture. No decision yet 
if it is to be produced here or in 
Vienna. 

Kurt Robitschek, before leaving 
his ‘Kabaret der Komiker,’ giving 
full vent to his feelings in a letter 
addressed to his Nazi orchestra 
leader. Robitschek will open a new 
Kabaret in Prague, and maybe an- 
other one in Karlsbad. 
Max Reinhardt has 
foreign job this fall. 
the ‘Miracle’ in Paris. With his 
Swedish, English, Italian, Aus- 
trian arrangements, etc., this means 
that the professor is going to work 
in practically every European coun- 
try except his own. 

Richard Wallace and Cyril Gar- 
dner, cold-shouldered when they 
wished to give the Ufa Babelsberg 
studio the oo—Cyril telling them 
very politely that whenever one of 
them should come to Hollywood 
he’d be delighted to show them over 
a studio any old time they liked. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


one more 
He is to do 








Latest novelty in slot-machines 
here is one selling lemonade. 
Saalborn Legit Company an- 
nouncing premiere for Holland of 
ModlInar’s ‘Harmonie.’ 


Roman Catholic amateurs per- 
forming a mass play in Rotterdam 
Stadium, ‘St. Lydwina’; 7,000 girls 
taking part. 

In Amsterdam, in Holland theatre, 
500th performance of the German 
farce, ‘Die Spanische Fliege,’ by 
Arnold and Bach. 

Holland's oldest actress on stage, 
Mrs. de Boer van Ryk, -aged 80, 
opening new swimming bath at 
Arnhem, swimming first round 
there. 

At Scheveningen telepathic ex- 
periments successful by Professor 
Langser, driving car full speed, 
blindfolded, guided only by brain- 
waves of passenger sitting next to 
him; no accidents, 

Foreign talent in concert halls: 
Swedish songs by Martin Ghasal 
ard Isabel Ohman; German clave- 
cinist Erwin Brodky, with special 
Bach program; German tenor, Niels 
Kallman, with pianist Rolf Albes; 
and Swedish soprano Lissie von 
Rosen. Chaja Goldstein singing Yid- 
dish songs behind specially desjgned 
masks. 


Fanny Ward dined at Tappen’s, 
Sheepshead, last week. 

Luna Park hiring crew to reno- 
vate for opening May 27. 

Kids are going bugs over Yo-Yo, 
theatres planning contest for Sat. 
matinees, 

John Butler reopened 
Park Casino and Yacht club, 
O'Rourke, mer. 

Paddy Shea opening new Irish 
House May 20 with singing waiters 
in beer garden. 

Feltman’s and Nathan's Famous 
only places drawing biz this season, 
with beer a big help. 

Dancehalls and clubs’ charging 
39c admish, new angle for chiseling 
government out of tax. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hausman of Sea 
Gate filled the bassinet with an heir. 
Unca’ Marty sure is happy. 

May festival dance by True-Blue 


Marine 
Jim 





Lancaster Club with Johnnie Dick- 
ens and his Dixie Night Hawks 
May 27. 

J. C. Johnnie. Asso., dance at 
Chaieau d'Or May 20, Artie Dann 


ing sight with its gardened lawn 
and cozy atmosphere. 

Brooklyn £ports Stadium opened 
with wrestling yesterday (15). Ar- 
thur DekKuh, former Italian pug, 





featured on card, now tips scales at 
235 pounds, 

Managers of Century circuit the- 
atres trimmed Home Office staff, 
winning ball game 9 to 8, Leo Lynn 
starrings for mgr’s and Joe Springer 
for H. O. Mer. Leonard Workman 
of Marine vs. Mayfair's team, game 
scheduled for P. S. A. L, field. 

Carnival men who know the ins 
and outs of Coney’s rides, indoor 
and outdoor amusement parks, are 
Dave Rose, Ike ‘Tramp’ Friedman, 
Matty Burns, John Flynn, Mike 
Coliano, Sidney Kahn, Harry Zindel, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund O'Brien, Al 
Elson, Oscar Buck, Frank Murphy, 
Max Klipper and Mr. and Mrs. 


Jimmy Daly. 
Loop 


J. J. Shubert arrived Friday. 
Third week of rotten weather. 


Morris Silvers has a swell new 
office. 


Walter Hildreth living in Battle 
Creek. 


Biggie Levin back from _ three- 
week trip. 

Sir Henry Wellcome here to see 
World's Fair. 


Entertainer known as Constance 
Bennett at the K-9 club. 

Harry Munns galivanting to Mil- 
waukee with Frank Dare. 


Thurston the magician departed 
after wintering in Chicago, 


Abel Lastfogel arrives May 15 to 
supervise Oriental opening. 


Jonas Perlberg will manage the 
Dance Ship at the World’s Fair, 


Broken English boys on Film row 
are discussing the ‘infatuation of 
the currency.’ 


Congress hotel 
merry-go-round bar. 
exploiting same. 
Ethel Barrymore had lunch at the 
Toytown Tavern in Enchanted Is- 
land at the Fair. 

Milo Bennett got one of its big- 
gest calls in years—-100 people for a 
World's Fair pageant. 

Eugene W. Castle an in-and-outer 
after biz deal with Kellogg’s Corn- 
flakes at Battle Creek, Mich. 

W. A. S. Douglas gone to. Des 
Moines to get lowdown on farmers’ 
rebellion for his eastern papers. 

All but seven of the 45 members 
in ‘We, the People’ were members 
of the Jewish People’s Institute. 

S. J. Gregory’s new house in Fon 
du Lac, Wis., is being supplied with 
week-end vaude by Dick Hoffman, 

Harry Rogers talking about tak- 
ing State-Lake for musical comedies 
with Billy House, Ted Healy et al. 

Harry Daly, medicine show ty- 
coon, shivering in Chicago’s damp 
spring after wintering in Sarasota. 

Nobody at MCA could answer an 
inquiry from Balaban & Katz as to 
the name of Hal Kemp’s theme 
song. ‘ 

Lewis Newman is biz mgr. and 
Ansley Whittendale p.a. for ‘An 
Amazing Career’ with Ethel Barry- 
more. 

Biggie Levin set Jackie Heller for 
the Chicago and Avalon while Hel- 
ler was on a ‘vacation’ from the Col- 
lege Inn, 

Charles Washburn ahead of 
George M. Cohan’s ‘Pigeons and 
People’ sold out 100% opening night 
to Irish Fellowship. 

Charlie Dawn, ‘Evening Ameri- 
can's’ cabaret reporter, had his 
physiognomy reproduced in a full- 
page advertisement. 








has installed a 
Fritz Blocki 


Col. Bill Roche escorted Peggy 
Worth to the Ethel Barrymore 
opening. Edna Ferber was there 


with Dr. Michael Goldenberg. 

Lloyd Lewis’ national hook-up for 
his radio talk on ‘Sherman and 
Women’ omitted Chicago! Typical 
triumph of the traffic department. 

Adelphi theatre reopens May 20, 
renamed the Clark. Will present 
straight pix under Sam _ Trinz. 
Planters hotel in same building now 
the Harding. 

Hazel Flynn and Carol Frink, film 
scribes on rival Hearst rags, both 
left for Bermuda, both by aeroplane. 
Both had their leavetakings photo- 
graphed, but they went separately. 

Sunday ‘Times’ carried full-page 
yarn on American midgets fighting 
‘foreigners.’ Jack Fine, burgomas- 
ter of the Midget Village at World’s 
Fair, didn’t resent all the publicity. 

Loop End bldg. containing B&K 
offices one of first dozen loop office 
buildings forced into receivership 
for delinquent taxes under new Illi- 
nois law to make the county treas- 
urer’s job easier, 

Three hundred scarlet-coated po- 
licemen in white pith helmets and 
carrying white bamboo swagger 
sticks will guard the World’s Fair 
grounds. In addition there will be 
2,000 gray-uniformed guides, all 





certified to be college graduates, 





Herman Shumlin here looking 


over plays. 
The little Gate theatre celebrating 
100th production. 


Joe Coyne back from Cannes 
looking younger than ever. 


Jeffrey Bernerd and William Gell 
buying new Rolls-Royce cars. 


Leon Rogee and Caligary Broth- 
ers framing an intimate revue. 


Ann Suter permanently recording 
for Parlophone Gramophone Co. 


Naunton Wayne to do a series of 
films, with hook-up kept a secret. 


‘Cavalcade’ given a royal ‘com- 
mand’ showing at Windsor Castle. 


Deszo Retter watching Pichel, a 
Frenchman, doing his wrestling bit. 


Charles Laughton’s Henry VIII 
picture to be titled ‘Royal Husband.’ 

Mark Ostrer and Charles Woolf 
both holidaymaking in the South of 
France. 

Alban B. Limpus, out of produc- 
tion for some time, has new play in 
rehearsal. 

J. D. Macfarlane framing a tent 
vaudeville show, for one-day stands 
in the parks. 

Wright and Marion have adopted 
a baby boy, and will be made 
‘kosher’ soon. 

Music fans in two-day queue at 
Covent Garden for the opening of 
the opera season. 

Newspaper Press Fund made 907 
‘grants’ to indigent journalists last 
year, totaling $100,000. 

Parnell & Zeitlin taking up the 
‘unit’ idea seriously, with four al- 
ready touring the sticks. 

Cafe de Paris presenting Chic 
Endor and Charlie Farrell's records 
to customers as souvenirs. 

George Black, Martin Broones and 
Guy Bolton in conference over 
lunch at the Cafe Anglais. 

Frank Wyatt, Violet Melnotte’s 
only son, seriously ill with pneumo- 
nia, with life despaired of. 

Will Hay finally hooked up for 
comedy shorts with Julius Hagen, 
head of Twickenham Films, 

Lady Charles Cavendish (Adele 
Astaire) presiding at the Debu- 
tantes’ ball at Grosvenor house. 

Blackpool, the Coney Island of 
England, now playing straight 
vaudeville on Sunday without hin- 
drance. 

Max Reinhardt has acquired “‘Ten- 
Minute Alibi’ for production in Vi- 
enna. Show current at the Hay- 
market, 

It was a toss-up whether Charlie 
Tucker or Henry Sherek join Par- 
nell & Zeitlin, with Sherek winning 
by a head. 

Cicely Courtneidge doing her own 
publicity Hampstead way, where 
her film, ‘Soldiers of the King,’ is 
being shown, 

Miles Mander now full-fledged 
author. His first attempt, ‘Smart 
London,’ all about show business, 
has created comment. 

Diana Beaumont and John Barter 
proud parents of son May 2. Hus- 
band is touring as producer with 
‘It’s a Boy!’ company. 

Charles Macdona reopening Prin- 
ces theatre at popular prices with 
revival of ‘Diplomacy’ with Sir Ger- 
ald du Maurier starred. 

Gertrude Lawrence is seriously 
thinking of founding a Repertory 
Players’ Society, to produce shows 
on a commonwealth plan. 

Barry and Wallace Lupino to do 
a series of comedy shorts for Brit- 
ish International Pictures, with 
boys to supply the scripts. 

Jimmy Bryson confiding to his 
intimate friends he has finally got 
Josephine Baker’s name on the dot- 
ted line for a London season, 

Incorporated Stage Society, of 
which Viscountess Snowden is 
chairman, again active in raising 
money for Endowment Fund. 

Val Rosing, formerly crooner in 
Henry Hall’s British Broadcasting 
band, latest to team up with Aus- 
tin Cole, in Cole Brothers’ act. 

_ Clarice Mayne a surprise inclu- 
sion 
Shepherd’s Bush Empire, but could 
not be prevailed to take a bow. 

Alice Delysia arriving at Andre 
Charlot’s midnight show minus 
stockings, with black velvet san- 
dals exposing red painted toe-nails. 

Betty, 14-year-old daughter of 
Archibald Haddon, making film 
debut (when some of her lyrics will 
be used) in ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song.’ 

Audience.applauding each musical 
number of ‘42d Street,’ currently 
pre-released at the Regal Picture 
theatre, which is rare happening for 
film. 

Flanagan and Allen latest en- 
gaged for new Hippodrome show, 
which is held up for a few weeks 
due to management unablé€ to get 
leading lady. 

Ben Brown, whose exit from 
managerial capacity at Hippodrome, 
Brighton, was instigated by William 
Evans, now back with Gaumont- 

3ritish at Nottingham. 

Old Indian restaurant, off Regent 
street, opening as night rendezvous 
under swanky monicker of ‘Cafe de 
la Paix,’ with Henri Leoni and 
Dave Burnaby as permanent hosts. 


in the Lloyd Family act at} 


director to assist Waliterstein, 


Elisabeth Rethberg to 
Agathe in ‘Freischutz’ and ‘Butte 
fly’ at State's. 


Rudolf Walter-Fein, Vienn 
production chief of Berlin's Agta, 
succumbed to heart stroke. 


New Anny-Ondra, Karl- 
talkie to be made in German anil 
French will bear title ‘Miss Hot. 
mann’s Tales.’ 

Gitta Alpar and Gustav Froeh- 
lich jointly giving autograms to 
readers of local film rag. 
prove they’re still married. 

Burg planning autumn 
tion of Hungary’s classical “‘Trag. 
edy of Mankind,’ by Emmerich Ma. 
dach, heralded as second ‘Faust.’ 

In spite of obstinate rumors to 
contrary, Francis-Joseph-star An- 
ton Edthofer getting divorce ‘from 
second wife, Liesel, after six years’ 
happy matrimony. 

While here to conduct ‘Goetter- 
daemmerung’ and ‘Carmen,’ Direc. 
tor Krips of Stuttgart States Thea. 
tres added to German blacklist and 
compelled to resign Stuttgart posi- 


‘tion. 


J. J. Vincent hopes to bring 
Kreisler’s ‘Sissy’ with Vienna cast 
to America. Also hopes to get 
Marischka -to produce  Lehar’g 
‘Giuditta’ for New York, Chicago, 
Boston, Philadelphia in May, 19384. 

Burg Theater hero and lover, Al- 


fred Lohner, sentenced to five 
months’ imprisonment for seduc« 
tion. Hence fired from Burg, but 


Reinhardt winking with contract, 
Fred Liewehr to replace Lohner at 
Burg. 


Hollywood 


Dave Butler doing Del Monte over 
the week-ends. 

That's a mustache Sam Coslow’s 
trying to unveil. 

Elissa Landi getting ready to put 
a new novel on paper, 

Con Conrad bought another car, 
He's a two-car family now. 

Jack Brower back -from a 
trip to Denver for WB-FN. 

Jimmy Savo bought a pug dog so 
that he can wear a sweater, 


biz 


Ray Turner is going in seriously. 


for golf, practically living with his 
tutor. 

Mrs. Donald Henderson Clarke 
arrived Saturday (13) to visit 
hubby. 

Merian C. Cooper had three wise 
dom teeth dragged out over the 
week-end. 

A New York speakeasy known as 
‘No. 21’ is mentioned in Par’s ‘Her 
Bodyguard.’ 

For songwriting purposes, Ralph 
Freed has changed the moniker to 
Ralph Blue. 

Harry Barris and his wife, Boyce 
Whitman, are commuting between 
here and Balboa. 

Flowers are blooming and per- 
fuming at the First National studio, 
but there’s no one there to smell 'em, . 

Katharine Hepburn will go east 
for two weeks’ vacation on come 
pletion of ‘Morning Glory’ at Radio. 

Gary Cooper bought a farmhouse 
and five acres in the Valley. Going 
to have enough room for his five 
dogs. 

Paramount p. a. department 
swears George Raft popped a guy 
who got fresh at the Legion fights 
last week. 

J. D. Williams announcing he will, 
give up his house in New Rochelle 
and make his permanent home in 
Hollywood. 

Sam Perry, formerly of the U 
music department, up and around 
after a dislocated neck, suffered in, 
an auto accident. : 

Leroy Prinz flashing his battalion 
fire chief’s buzzer, and trying to 
peddle space for the Century of 
Progress expo in Chi. : 

Mort Singer only remained i 
town for three days, returning to 
his Iowa theatres after he okayed 
a new paint job for his home. F 

S. J. Perelman is back here with 
a script of his unpublished play, 
‘All Good Americans,’ for which 
Paramount has put in a bid. ; 

Rian James preparing to drive 
east June 1, If everything hes 
bought for the trip is piled on his 
car it’ll look like a covered wagon. 

Stars and other pic people .re* 


ceiving beautiful pamphlet de-: 
scriptions of Eddie Cantor's Long 
Island estate, which is up for sale. 


Wilson B. Heller left for eo 
months in the east, during = 
time he'll go to the Walter Ree 


hospital in Washington for hip: 
treatment. : 
Tiffany Thayer has gone for a 
farm. Along with the rambling 
house there are three goats, four 
assorted chickens and a duck i 
cluded in the purchase. ane 
Whoopee! Los Angeles’ 10,00 
deputy sheriff and assistant fire 
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Met, Brooklyn 


(Continued from page 47) 


found a receptive audience for them. 
That vigorous style packed with 
melody and distinctive interpreta- 
tion sold itself from the start to 
mounting returns. After the third 
number, Rubin inserted himself in 
the girl’s act for a clowning ex- 
change now and then on the blue, 
but nevertheless drew heavy on the 
laugh salvos. Touches of indigo 
here provided the only blemish in 
the Rubin repertoire. Out of con- 
sideration of the large percentage of 
kids on hand at this performance, 
better judgment should have been 
exercised. With the Rubin set-to 
over, Miss Shade took them over for 
an encore that tied them up into a 
knot. 

Charlie Foy, one of the seven lit- 
tle Foys grown up, and his stooge 
retinue found no trouble at all 
maintaining the pace set by those 
who had preceded them. It was a 
bang-’em-up fire of katzenjammer, 
song and dance that this troupe 
laid down, and the response was in 
equal proportion. Dueting by two 
of the rowdy crew merited another 
sample and back they were called, 
with the resulting bit of harmony 
knocking the previous sendoff for a 
row of sharps and flats, Foy him- 
self proved adept at ringmastering 
an act of this type, while the girl 
warbler, Harriet O’Donnell, found 
herself at a disadvantage from the 
start in having to follow the more 
expert Lillian Shade. Foy earned 
an extra round for a couple of gags 
he cross-fired with Rubin following 
his own curtain. 

Will Osborne, who closed, retailed 
the conventional melange of band 
ensembles: and vocal harmonics, and 
the act did nicely enough on its 
own. Rubin brought the stage pa- 
rade to a noisy finish by taking over 
the band for a fast rag and then 
unloading his gefulte fish lament, 
and then topping this off with his 
kazotchke, 

Conspicuous in this stage array by 
its practical absence was dancing. 
Outside of Rubin’s finish the only 
other shuffling exhibited on the bill 
was a brief bit of soft-shoeing by 
Charlie Foy. Odec. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 12. 

Well-balanced bill of standard 
vaude here currently, including two 
turns which are no strangers to 
these parts and a brand new act 
for Coast audiences. Established 
acts are Hal Jerome and Gloria 
Gray in their usual comedy offering 
and Serge Flash, juggler. 

Making his first appearance in a 
Coast house is Harry Foster Welch 
in a series of musical impressions, 
in which he uses only his mouth. 
It is a distinct novelty. Welch imi- 
tates various instruments as well 
as voices, and climaxes his act with 
an impression of a grand opera per- 
formance that is a wow. He starts 
slowly, but quickly hits his stride, 
and has the customers thumping 
their approbation. 

Jack Viaskin Revue opens, re- 
vealing two men and a femme 
dancer who devote most of their 
efforts to Russian steps. Girl does 
a novelty Russ dance while playing 
a miniature accordion, and one of 
the men clicks with a sword dance, 
while the other is a nimble tapper. 
Welch has the deuce spot, and is 
followed by Haru Onuki, Japanese 
prima donna, who uncovers a load 
of personality and a superb voice. 
Her numbers are of the operatic 
type, including one in her native 
tongue. All get over nicely. 

Jerome and Gray, closing, pro- 
vide plenty of laffs with their old 
brand of hoke. Cliff Webster’s or- 
ehestra plays a short overture to 
start the proceedings. 

‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB), trav- 
elog, cartoon and news comprise 
screen bill. Biz oke first mat to- 
day (second day). Edwa. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 12. 

The sun came out Friday. 

That fact might hardly seem 
worthy of recording except for the 
fact that the sun hasn’t been seen 
around here in three weeks as a 
freak stretch of weather continued 
to bring rain, fog, and more rain 
day after day. This hasn't assisted 
the box office very much around the 
Joop. 

This week the Palace has good 
vaudeville and a dubious feature, 
‘Out All Night’ (U), but the results 
ought to be okay. It has become 
neteworthy that the Palace has 
fallen heir to that mob of somewhat 
vociferous hoodlums from the West 
Side that formerly gave the Ori- 
ental the benefit of their patronage 
on Friday. These lads whistle when 
pleased, and their possible demon- 
strations when contrary minded are 
a matter of some alarm always. 
However, they come only on Friday. 

At the solicitation of the RKO 
booking office, the Four Franken- 


bergs are now shortened to the 
Four Franks. That fits marquees, 
annunciators better. Incidentally 


it’s the best act these talented kids 





ever had, smoother, surer and 
classier,. New and swell is Ollie’s 
Mae West number. Turn opened 
the show with plenty of entertain- 
ment and speed and can fill better 
spots. 

Bill Telaak, assisted by Bill 
Brown.and Saily Payne, both sturdy 
enough to take good physical work- 
outs every performance, provided 
much merriment. His yokum me- 
lange, compounded of time-honored 
bits plus some original twists, made 
a strong deucer. 

Morton Downey, who will soon 
have to choose between those cal- 
ories and that double-breasted tux- 
edo, was warmly welcomed and en- 
thusiastically endorsed. He has an 
easy informal manner and boyish 
personality which in conjunction 
with the pipes makes things easy, 
but he must watch that girth~or 
he’ll have to move from ‘Irish Eyes’ 
to ‘Solo Mio.’ 

After they got their first five min- 
utes of bad puns off their chests, 
the Watson Sisters got funny and 
it was a romp from then on. Raye, 
Ellis and LaRue closed a bit slowly, 
but still a strong turn. Land. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Whoever books the house didn’t 
do right by the Academy this week. 
Or maybe the thought is that noth- 
ing matters at the Academy. No 
amount of juggling could possibly 
have brought two acts on one five- 
bill layout that clash worse than 
Vic Oliver and DeVito and Denny. 
Management, possibly because fig- 
uring what’s the diff, lets the acts 
follow each other, just to make 
things worse. 

Oliver is a talking pianist and 
fiddler. He gags a lot, plays a lit- 
tle, does some polite hoke with his 
girl partner, and has about the 
bluest material possible for laugh 
purposes. De Vito and Denny is a 
threesome—two men and a girl— 
that goes in for hokum on a much 
wider scale, more slapstick, but the 
piano and violin and music things 
are there. De Vito and Denny are 
louder. Vic Oliver is dirtier. That’s 
the only difference. So Oliver is 
number four, and the other act 
closes the show. 

Proceedings start slowly with La 
Belle Pola, which means a couple of 
monkeys. Pretty good animal act. 
Three Brown Buddies are nice num- 
ber two. Colored lads tap with their 
usual polish and make the audience 
like it. 

Zelda Santley in number three got 
the best returns of the bill. She 
about stopped the show with her 
imitations. They’re not really imi- 
tations, but closer to caricatures. 
Her ZaSu Pitts and Helen Morgan 
are the best of the routine. 

Picture is ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) 
and biz for Saturday for the first 
evening show none too good. 

Kauf. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 13. 


Those who pilot RKO theatres 
are experimenting with something 
that’s new for the Albee, one of the 
RKO houses that’s stuck pretty 
steadily to its policy of vaude and 
pictures through the years. Fresh 
thought is that vaude in the pres- 
entation manner, with Horace 
Heidt’s band as the principal base, 
will represent a welcome change. 

Heidt is in for an indefinite stay, 
and each week the RKO booking 
office will pick out two or three 
acts to play the show with him un- 
der a plan to stage whole works as 
it’s done in a lot of picture houses. 
A line of 16 girls is a permanent 
attraction along with Heidt. 

Ross and Edwards, Stan Kava- 
nagh and the dance team of Hope 
and Minor are booked in for the 
week. Not the strongest trio avail- 
able, but their combined efforts 
against the background of Heidt 
and the girls go to provide a pleas- 
ing flat hour’s entertainment. 

Albee switches to its presentation 
band unit try a couple weeks on top 
of the closing of the Paramount, 
future of which seems uncertain. 
Darkening of the Par has had the 
effect of hurting Brooklyn’s down- 
town business generally. Fall off is 
mostly on nights. Brooklyn theatre 
men ascribe drop in business on 
Par’s closing as against thought 
that would mean distribution of 
just so much more business among 
others to the fact that there are 
less attractions to lure people out 
of neighborhoods, particularly those 
coming downtown to shop around. 

On Albee’s unit attempt Loew’s 
Met becomes the only stage house 
downtown which continues’ with 
straight, cut-and-dried vaude. Some 
special staging this week to dress 
up the show less like a vaude bill, 
but carefuly dissected, it’s still | 
vaude, and mostly played that way. 

Opening reveals a setpiece of a 
woman with two large hands com- 


ing together in front, borrowed 
from the Radio City storehouse. 
On one stands a man_ singing 
‘You’ve Got Me in the Palm of Your | 
Hand,’ on other a girl who's there | 
to listen to it. After a brief wit | 
hands pull apart, going into the 





wings and the 16 girls do a sitting- 
down routine. To top same hands 
return, ‘Palm of Hand’ song com- 
ing forth for finish. 

Stan Kavanagh, comedy juggler, 
follows in ‘one’ before the olio. His 
talk falls flat, most of it being 
laughiess, but after diligently get- 
ting into his juggling he managed 
to finish up strong. 

At this point Phil Fabello from 
the pit announces society dance 
team of Hope and Minor, for whom 
he provides a finished violin ac- 
companiment. Same dancers ap- 
pear with Heidt in his concluding 
number, but Kavanagh doesn't 
show up again, nor do Ross and 
Edwards, who follow him in their 
regulation routine of talk, dancing, 
etc. Ross and Edwards scored 
nicely Saturday afternoon, but with 
their stuff pretty old by now 
they’re getting somewhat tiresome. 

Heidt opened his portion of the 
assignment with ‘12th Street Rag,’ 
turning to ‘Queen Was in Parlor,’ 
a novelty number with vocal ac- 
coutrements., At the beginning 
Heidt’s boys bob up and down so 
much on their chairs that it looks 
as though they’re sitting on tram- 
polines. It looks funny to see the 
violinists do that. 

‘Why Can’t the Night Go on For- 
ever’ precedes ‘The Bolero’ for the 
close. It’s a swell arrangement 
Heidt has of the ‘Bolero’ number, 
and built up into an impressive 
finale with the girls and Hope and 
Minor reappearing. 

‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) the fea- 
ture. Not many customers on hand 
Saturday afternoon at the second 
show, with house less than one- 
third filled. Char. 





Holborn Empire, London 


London, May 1. 

House, which practically adjoins 
the West End, is owned by General 
Theatres Corp. and is second in im- 
portance to the Palladium, owned 
by the same management. Due to 
its location, being near Bloomsbury, 
Kings Cross and the East Side, it 


enjoys a family patronage. It is 
one of the oldest in London, and for 
many years was known as the Royal 
theatre. Shows here are invariably 
of first-rate quality, with practical- 
ly every American importation hav- 
ing played here at some time or 
other, 

Acts sometimes double here from 
the Palladium, at a slight cut. That 
shows that house has its own clien- 
tele. But with all that, audiences 
here are neither too sophisticated 
nor over-critical. Occasionally they 
show slight resentment, but that is 
over-exuberance. Bill this week, 
which is up to average, has several 
American names, with quite a few 
‘standards’ here. 

Betty Hobbs’ Superb Eight are a 
local team of cute and youthful 
femmes of the usual order. Rac- 
quetie’ Dorne, a Londoner with a 
fereign moniker to create interest, 
puts over a number nicely, but oc- 
casionally forces her personality. 

Haver and Lee, a couple of Eng- 
lish comedians trying to extract 
comedy from the American rack- 
eteers’ racket, rely too much on 
what they have extracted from 
films. A good comedy vehicle would 
help them considerably. Hibbert, 
Bird and Ready, with Hibbert and 
Bird formerly of the Three Mar- 
ceHes, and Ready formerly with 
Malinoff Quartet, both American 
standards, are a nice trio of dancers, 
who do one of the best take-offs of 
Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley. Act 
stopped the show. 

Kimberley and Page, despite hav- 
ing played several oppositions, are 
here, and looks like General The- 
atres are getting together with this 
team again. They also came near 
stopping the show. Geraldo ahd his 
orchestra, a regular broadcasting 
aggregation, and here by permis- 
sion of the Savoy hotel, and who 
are practically the instigators of the 
revival of tango music in London, 
were the third hit in succession. 

Russ Carr, ventriloquist, discards 
his dummy here, and does a straight 
monolog. With good material Carr 
would have a good act. Omar, 
doubling here from the Palladium, 
does a lot of clever acrobatic hoof- 
ing for one man, and was well liked. 

Fred Sanborn, playing his first 
date here, with the audience in a 
very receptive mood. He gets more 
comedy out of his speéchless antics 
than a good many gabbing come- 
dians. Les Trois Matas, French 
posing hand balancers, making an 
interesting closer. 

Entire program was well liked by 
the locals, even the interlude by 
Sydney Caplan and his house band 
getting a big hand. Kaplan is to 
the Holborn what Dick Crean is to 
the Palladium, 

With all that, it seems a pity the 
house is shortly to go dark. Gen- 
eral Theatres has a problem, with 
this house the hardest part to solve. 





| 
Gus Kahn, at the Metro studio in | 


|Culver City, is writing tunes with | 
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chief badge wearers are safe. Sen- 
ate, in session in Sacramento, 
tabled a resolution by Assemblyn.an 
Hornblower which would have pro- 
hibited the issuance of badges to 
anyone except duly constituted and 
paid authorities. 


Stroudsburg 


By J. J. Bartholomew 








A room in the vacant Stroud the- 
atre building will be turned into a 
beer garden. 

Amateur nights at the Sherman 
theatre under the sponsorship of the 
Monroe County Automobile club. 

George Gershwin recent visitor at 
the Pocono Hay-Ven, Dr. William 
Howard Hay’'s health resort in the 
mountains. 

Jack MacDonough’s Collegians, a 
Washington and Jefferson college 
band, has been engaged for the sea- 
son at the Willow Dell club. 

During the entire last summer the 
theatre attendance in this section 
was badly depleted by night base- 
ball. Move on now to stop it. 

Guy Lombardo and his orchestra 
played a succesesful one-nighter at 
Scranton last night. Name bands 
are doing quite well in this section. 

Governor Clifford Pinchot has ap- 
pointed the Queen of Laurel Blos- 
som Tftme in the Poconos, which an- 
nual festival will occur June 16-25. 

The Stroudsburg brewery has 
been sold to New York interests for 
$290,000. .The free sale of beer in 
Pennsylvania has done very little to 
spurt business. 

At the Plaza theatre recently a 
number of East Stroudsburg Teach- 
ers college students were ejected 
from the building. The Plaza has 
put on vaudeville the last half at a 
25e top to crowded houses. The 
management stood rowdy students, 
but this time put a sudden and ef- 
fective stop to all disturbance. 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pu'len 





Lenore Ulric in ‘Hard-Boiled 
Angel’ for May 19, Hanna’s last 
winter legit booking. ' 

Margaret Livingston, wife of 
Paul Whiteman, flew in to see him 
at Hipp for first time in month. 

Secret backers of Hipp’s new 
owning company are Charles E. 
Dody, C. A. Morley and two other 
bank directors. 

Feud between Harlem  niteries 
getting hotter, with Bill Williams 
of Sunset Club getting threat of a 
nice, long ride. ~~ 

Horace Wade finally had his 
dramatized novel, ‘Great Scott,’ 
which he hopefully rewrote three 
times, staged by Academy Guild. 

Barbara Stanwyck and Frank 
Fay, here in ‘Tattle Tales,’ signed 
by J. J. Franklin for RKO tour after 
their show closes on Broadway. 

Sophie Tucker brought in at last 
minute from Chicago to bolster the 
Hipp’s Jack Pearl-Paul Whiteman- 
Boswell Sisters show with a $2.20 
top. 

Art Walters, sax in Kay Kyser’s 
band, married Charlotte Bowers, 
non-pro Clevelander, here May 11. 
Taking her to Frisco with band for 
honeymoon. 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Lou Klarr new local mgr. for F. D. 

Buddy Weigel made booker by 
MG. 

Bernie Hynes in for more RKO 
efficiency. 

Harry Thomas, prexy of F. D. ex- 
change, a one-day visitor. 

Robinson’s Elephants the free act 
at the Zoo week of May 14-20. 

Doug Pratt transferred from Chi- 
cago to be district booker for Co- 
lumbia. 

Jim Curran, on from New York, 
replaced Bob Laws as booker for 
Columbia. 

‘Trial of Joan of Arc’ to be at Zoo 
Opera theatre June 6-11 with 50-75 
and $1 scale. 

Nat Holt doubling as city mgr. for 
RKO, Clem Pope devoting full time 
to the Albee as mer. 

Joe Goetz, div. short subject book- 
er for RKO by day and mer. of the 
Paramount by night, assigned a pri- 
vate office on third floor of Palace. 


— 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 





Al Duffy is off the Shuberts p.a. 
job, and out ahead of ‘Hi-De-Ho.’ 
Dorothy Hubbard, peppy equestri- 


visit to 


film producer, during his 
Boston, 

The Kellys and Irish Roses In 
general are helping the Cohens; for 
over at the Franklin Park theatre a 
Yiddish musicomedy reveals there 
Gentile chorines, singing in Yid- 
dish, too: Lillian Bouche, Gypsy 
Covert, Kay Murray, Flo Crandall, 
Dot Joyce, Evelyn Kelly and Louise 
Reese. Julius Nathanson is star of 
the show and is said to have taught 
the girls how to speak the lingo. 


St. Paul 


By Welt Raschick 








Wildwood park opened Saturday 
(13) night. Tom Gates ork for 
dancing at 35c per head. 

Carl Lesserman, WB district man- 
ager, in from Chicago for the Pub- 
lix-Friedman court squabble over 
product. 

Jack Smalley, managing editor of 
Fawcett Publications for more than 
a decade, severs connections with 
the Fawcett crowd. 

State Tourist Director George H. 
Bradley, for five years ‘Variety's’ St. 
Paul correspondent, giving weekly 
radio talks over WRHM. 

Assistant Manager Stan Makoski 
and Cashier Camille Thayer walk 
out on H. E. Endres, boss of the 
loop President, RKO second-run 
house. 

Ev Seibel, Riviera manager, hires 
a bloke in striped garb to sit in an 
electric chair on the sidewalk as 
bally for ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ 
Squad cars called to untangle the 
traffic, with big biz for Seibel as a 
result, 





Denver 


N. H. Brower, div. mgr, Warners, 
here few days. 

Geo. Luce is closing the Riviera 
at Gehring, Neb., temporarily. 

William McLeod, Denver author, 
recovering from major operatior at 
local hospital. os: 

Ralph Kooker, chief of staff at 
Denver, married—but told nobody 
the bride’s name—surprise. 

Philip P. Frederich, Lakeside 
amuse park mer., and Ruth Norby 
Kindig, local, married in Taos, N, 
M., Dec. 10. 

Gov. Johnson’s first film shown in 
local theatres in support of United 
Charity drive. Jerry Zigmond took 
him to Colorado Springs, where the 
film was made at the Alexander 
Film Co. studio. 

Just a few exhibs from the sticks 
on the row the past week: George 
Luce and B. B. Grove of Gehring, 
Neb.; J. P. McFarland, Rushville, 
Neb.; W. H. McDonald, Torrington, 
Wyo., and M. P. Foster, Monté 
Vista, Colo, 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 











Shubert, the Bainbridge dramatic 
stock house, ended season last Sat- 
urday. 

Fred McConnell, Van RBeuren 
sales manager from New York, here 
for few days. 

John J. Friedl, Publix division 
manager, back from New York 
business trip. 

J. T. Donahue, MGM auditor from 
New York home office, here on regue 
lar business visit. 

Charles Bradley, dead in Seattle, 
former F. & R. publicity head, loca] 
newspaperman and war hero. 

Lyceum, independent loop firste 
run house with 24-piece orchestra, 
remaining open another week. 

Gladys George, Bainbridge stock 
leading lady, off to Springfield, 
Mass., for engagement with the 
Thatcher stock company. 

Bill Elson back from Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., where he looked over 
two new houses he acquired from 
RKO on partnership arrangement. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Harry Kalmine and Frank Damis 
took in Joe Bernhard’s birthday dine 
ner in New York. 

Musiciane’ benefit at Stanley drew 
3,600 paid customers, which repre- 
sents better-than-capacity. 

Brian McDonald, cafe m.c., in ade 
dition to his wholesale beer busi- 





ness, has taken over a barbecue 
place, 

Maurice Schwartz has been 
booked for a one-night stand at 
| 3.900-seat Mosque ‘Thursday in 
‘Yoshe Kalb.’ 

lone Gaul, daughter of Harvey 
Gaul, the crick, made her stage 
debut at Carnegie Tech revue, 
‘Over the Coals.’ 

Paul McGrath, in ‘Pigeons and 
People,’ and the Mrs., Lulu May 
Hubbard, both former stock favo- 


rites at 


a dozen different lyric writers on ) f 
and off the lot enne with the Rimgling circus, ca- 
, ae, verted for years in the sawdust 
rings only to get her first scratch in 
Charles Barnett’s ork, recently at| @ fovees Ow oT casa la ith 
Bee <a . as sarbara est, society ss wi 
the Paramount Grill, New York, | the Peabody Players here last win- 
now playing New Kenmore hotel, ter, may get a screen test following | 
Albany. her confab with Charlie Roger: 


Pitt, were entertained ex- 
during their week's stay 


tensively 


’ here 
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MGR. BLOWS, BUT 


CAST TAKES 
STOCK 


Worcester, May 15. 

Burlesque here wound up its first 
week on a ‘co-operative’ basis Sat- 
urday night. It didn’t wind up ex- 
actly in a blaze of glory, but there 
was a sufficient turnout during the 
week to warrant continuance for 
another week or two. 

Manager Jess Myers, who brought 
the strippers back to Worcester 
during the bank holidays, gave up 
the ghost a week ago when there 
wasn’t enough money to go round. 
During his last two weeks here he 
had brought in Snooky Woods, but 
she failed to draw enough custom- 
ers for the Saturday night payoff. 
She got hers, and so did the stage 
employes and musicians, but some 
of the other performers didn't. 
Myers left after dissension had 
broken out among the girls. 

Musicians, stage hands, actors, 
and others allegedly on the payroli 
held a more or less indignation 
meeting and decided to take things 
into their own hands. Hence, the 
exit of Myers. For two nights the 
theatre was without a skipper, but 
the show went on. 

Finally, Walter Hazelihurst, busi- 
ness of the Worcester musicians’ 
union, got together with the dis- 
gruntled troupe and worked out a 
plan whereby the performers will 
continue on a salary basis and the 
profits, if any, will be split by the 
musicians and other employes. 

Before the week was over Edward 





Ryan, New York burlesque produ- 


cer, was brought in. He will handle 
the front and back of the house 
until a manager is appointed. 

Prior to the attempted comeback 
of burlesque, legitimate shows were 
tried at the Worcester, but they 
lasted only two weeks, with the 
manager at that time leaving for 
parts unknown, while the stage 
hands and others went without pay. 

It’s been a long time since any- 
thing has been a success at the old 
Worcester. 


Chorines Down to $18 


‘ Minsky’s Republic on 42d street, 





‘New York, which has been paying 
-off principals in I. O. U.’s, has ef- 


fected further economy by. giving 
the chorus girls another slice. 
Formerly getting $20, the girls 
were cut to $18 last week. For that 
money the girls must strip. 


MGRS. SCARCE 
Newark, May 15. 

Rialto, playing burlesque as ‘mu- 
sical stock,’ closed without paying 
off. 

Ben Jacobson and Lou Samuel- 
son were among those running, but 
they haven’t been seen lately. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 

















Ames Jimmy Kent Hugh 
Lamont Gloria 
Lee Jane 
Love W I 


Brennen Harry M 
Fenner Geo 


Gerald Miss F 


Norman Kay 


Walters Babe 
Herman George ; 








226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New. Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 
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TO MAKE UP - ° 

Sie IN 
MAKE UP 


Connetic Co. PURITY UNQUESTIONED 
“ FOR HALF A CENTURY 

















Longest Season Ends 
Springfield, Mass., May 15. 

Although things looked rosy last 
week for the co-operative burlesque 
at the State, as the only stage show 
in the city, the house closed Satur- 
day (13). 

It had been expected the musi- 
cians and stagehands would con- 
tinue their combined venture until 
July 1. They have been operating 
the State with stock burlesque for 
15 weeks. Recently night prices 
were advanced 10c to 50c. 

The State this season was open 
for 32 weeks, the longest time in 10 
years. Harry (Pep) Pearce headed 
the burley cast. 


BLDG. LAWS DARKEN 
CLEVE’S BEST GROSSER 


Cleveland, May 16. 

Gayety’s stock burlesque season 
was cut unexpectedly short Satur- 
day (13) when state and city build- 
ing inspectors ordered its managers 
to shut up shop.on the technicality 
that a theatre auditorium on a sec- 
ond floor was a violation. of the 
state law. % 
George Young and Dave Leder- 
man, its managers, are blaming 
politics. Theatre, located in a for- 
mer fraternity lodge building, has 
been running for six months with- 
out getting any kicks from _in- 
spectors. It has been the most suc- 
cessful burly house in town. Com. 
pany was paid off in full and most 
of them will join Frank Irons’ stock 
troupe at Terminal. 

Young and Lederman are dicker- 
ing for another theatre. Plans are 
being made to take it over for sum- 
mer stock. _Holdjng up the deal is 
fact that puritanical bank directors 
have a clause in lease against bur- 











lesque. Promoters hope to get 
around it by terming their shows 
‘musical extravaganzas,’ cleaning 


them up and sandwiching in vaude 
acts. 

Young was slated to return to 
Coney Island’s Luna Park as man- 
ager this summer, but may give it 
up vroviding local prospects are 
bright enough. 


HERE AND THERE 


(Continued from page 56) 


weeks, along with Fuzzy Knight. 
David Hillman arranged the date. 








Sterling Sherwin, specialist in 
cowboy chants, has placed two more 
collections with the Sam Fox Music 
Co. One, ‘Songs of the Saddle’, names 
F. Henri Klickman as co-author and 
the other, ‘Band Man Songs’ credits 
Harry Powell with collaboration. 





Witmarks publishing two num- 
bers from ‘Diplomaniacs’, RKO 
Radio pic, by Harry Akst and Ed- 
ward Eliscu. From another picture, 
‘Careless’, also to be published by 
Witmark; is ‘Imaginary Sweetheart’ 
by same team. 





J. Walter Leopold, entertainer- 
songwriter, in association with his 
brother, J. Willet Leopold, has 
taken over the Blue Point Inn, Blue 
Point, L. I. They open for the 
summer May 27. 

Bert Green, orchestra 
years at Polis Palace, Springfield, 
Mass., will direct for dancing at 
Joyland Park, near Springfield, this 
summer. 





leader for 





Eddie Wittstein, of New Haven, 
Yale’s favorite dance music pur- 
veyor, is set for the summer at the 





swank Dunes club, Narragansett 
Pee; ae Bs 
Art Levy has- placed Jack 


Dunne’s band, of Los Angeles, un- 
der a five-year personal manage- 
ment contract. 





Orchestrations for ‘Jennie Ger- 
hardt’ and ‘College Humor’ at Par- 
amount studio are being dished up 
by Howard Jackson. 





Harry Walker, for eight years 
Ted .Browne’'s Coast rep, is at the 
Kress downtown musie counter in 
Los Angeles with Dolly Valentine. 








Paul Parker and band at Crooked 
| Lake hotel, outside of Troy, N.  & 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHQOP—1552 BROADWAY 


HAMRICK SENDS PUBLIC 
APOLOGY FOR BURLEY 


Portland, Ore., May 15. 
Burley flared to a finish with a 
mild burst of glory in this tepidly 
s°x conscious burg, with closing of 
Hamrick’s bit-and-strip opera at 





the Music Box. Concurrently the 
Columbia (indie), exploiting its 
near-burley girl show, and Cal 


Heilig’s Rialto, festooned with red 
Neon tubing, announced a week of 
entertainment and instruction in the 
arts and graces of sexology. 

The answer is the burg wants its 
sex shows, but it wants them in the 
grand manner. Hamrick was threat- 
ened with loss of the Music Box 
license for the way in which burley 
was conducted there for four weeks 
to packed houses of about one-third 
femme patronage. 

Hamrick wired his apology from 
New York to the local burgomasters, 
including soliloquies on beer, burley 
and what have you. Among other 
things he wired was: 

‘I personally did not want beer, 
and I did not want burlesque, par- 
ticularly the kind I found myself 
representing. Therefore, I openly 
apologize to all Portland. I want 
to drive home the thought I was led 
to believe it would not be objection- 
able, or I should never have leased 
the theatre for burlesque. Very sin- 
cerely and humbly yours, John 
Hamrick.’ 

Hamrick’s wired apology quieted 
the burgomasters, Police charges 
were dropped and the Music Box 
lapsed into vaude, with the b.o. 
nose-diving. 

The bailiwick also slapped through 
a city ordinance making dirt stage 
shows illegal, something which 
seemed to have been forgotten in 
the past. Although the dorp’s stat- 
utes contain one ordering bathing 
suits to cover the corpus from neck 
to knee, 

What the burg next got in sex 
shows was at Cal Heilig’s Rialto. 
Professor Howard Goldin and Mrs. 
Jardine McCree lectured twice daily 
on what it’s all about. Accompany- 
ing picture was ‘Sins of Love.’ Biz 
took a spurt from the usual dol- 
drums of that house. 





A Drummer’s Lament 





(Continued from page 56) 


I engineered it so I sat next to 
Agnes most of the time, and she 
told. me all about it all over again. 
These Nikkatsu people with whom 
she was going to work were simply 
great, it seems. They’d given her 
a big advance and everything was 
going to be hunky-dory. But at the 
same time I could see that she 
didn’t want me to think that all my 
help hadn't been of any use, for she 
kept referring to it and tel'ing me 
how much she appreciated it. 
‘Agnes,’ I whispered in her ear, 
‘when are we going to get mar- 
ried?’ 
The rest of the crowd was going 
to pieces in the next room and we 
were alone for a minute. She slipped 
those arms of her around my neck 
and gave me a big kiss. 
‘Let’s make it next week,’ 
said, 
‘Tell me I’m crazy, Sam. I don't 
care. She’s the most wonderful 
little girl in the world. 
I've even written a poem about 
her: 
‘My heart has got a lot of love 
For Agnes. 
Try guessing what I’m thinking of. 
It’s Agnes. 
She’s got a lot of everything. 
Oh, Agnes, dear, to thee I sing. 
Please tell me when to buy the ring 
Sweet Agnes. 
‘I’ve been figuring out some music 
for it, too. I think it ought to go, 
don’t you? Lots of rottener songs 
have been hits. 
‘Fall in love, Sam. 


she 


It’s great.’ 
Ed Mansfield. 





Placements 


Milt Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following burlesque placements last 
week: Madelyn May, Mitzie Lydell, 
San Sisters, Gayety, Milwaukee; 
Nora Ford, Gayety, Washington; 
Georgia Clark, Empress, Cincin- 
nati; Charles Clapp, Pacific Com- 





edy Four, Rudy Wintner, Lyceum, 
Duluth; Gladys Clark, Kathleen 
Schultz, Jack Baird, Bobby Bly, 


Irances White, Lynn Mercer, Star 
and Garter, Chicago; Raymond 
Kind, State-Congress, Chicago. 





Mother, 56, of Story Buck, actor, 
died at her Los Angeles home May 
7, following a lingering illness. 





Mother of Al Wilkie, Paramount 
publicity, died in Wheeling, W. 


ERNEST TORRENCE 

Ernest Torrence, 54, died in New 
York at the Lenox Hill Hospital 
yesterday morning (15). Mrs. Tor- 
rence, Ernest Torrence Jr. and 
David Torrence, the late” actor's 
brother, were at the deathbed. 
Torrence was stricken with gall 
stones a couple weeks ago enroute 
to Europe on the Empress of Brit- 
ain. He had already boarded and 
had to be taken off the boat and _ op- 
erated on two days later. Three 


|; doctors were in attendance but com- 


plications set in and his life couldn’t 
be saved. He was knowr to be dy- 
ing since Thursday morning (11), 
his brother being sent for to fly in 
from the coast. 

Tcrrence started out as a con- 
cert pianist in his native Edinburgh, 
Scotland, about 35 years ago. He 
was educated musically in Edin- 
burgh, Stuttgart and London, and 
won critical acclaim in several Eu- 
ropean capitals. In 1900 he started 
to sing professionally and the rext 
year became the leading baritone of 
the Savoy Opera Company of Lon- 
don. From that he went into musi- 
cal comedy. Appearing on Broad- 
way in ‘The Night Boat’ brought 


William 


him to the attention of Hollywood 
scouts and he made his film debut 
in ‘Tol’able David.’ 

His latest picture was ‘I Cover 
the Waterfront’ for United Artists. 





JESSE L. SPRINGER 
Jesse L. Springer, 52, magician, 
circus executive, promoter, and 
vaudeville artist, died May 11 at his 
home in New Philadelphia, O., from 
a heart attack, after a week’s illness. 
He was a life resident of New Phila- 
delphia and in recent years had been 
associated with his father in the 
contracting business, although never 
losing his contact with circus and 
theatricals. His circus career be- 
gan at the age of 18, with the John 
Robinson circus, and before his re- 
tirement from the whitetops he held 
many executive positions with that 
and the Hagenbeck Wallace circus. 
He was planning at the time of his 
illness to go to Chicago soon, where 
he was to be a part of a large magic 
and illusion show at the Century of 
Progress. Member of the New Phil- 
adelphia lodge of Elks, Circus Fans 
of American International Brother- 
hood of Magicians. 
Leroy Springer, his father, is the 
only survivor. 

SAMUEL MARX 

Samuel Marx, 72, father of the 
Four Marx Brothers, died at the 
Hollywood home of his son, Herbert 
(Zeppo), May 11, following a long 
illness caused by a kidney ailment. 
Though not of the theatre, de- 
ceased was well known among 
show people through his close at- 
tachment to his sons, whose the- 
atrical careers were managed by 
their mother until her death in 1929. 
Funeral in New York. 
Four other sons, Leonard (Chico), 
Julius (Groucho), Arthur (Harpo), 
and Milton, who was known as 
Gummo before his retirement from 
the stage several years ago, survive. 





RUDOLF WALTHER-FEIN 
Rudolf Walther-Fein, 57, died 
suddenly, May 1, in Berlin. He was 
one of the Pioneer German direc- 
tors, and some of his silent produc- 
tions, such as ‘Wilhelm Tell,’ ‘Fam- 
ilie Schimeck,’ ‘Wochenendzauber,’ 
ete., had been very successful. Up 
to 1927 Walther-Fein was a free 
lance director, then, for five years, 
he was Aafa’s production chief. 
Last year he was his own producer 
but he kept on distributing through 
Aafa. 


VICTOR D. LEVITT 
Victor D. Levitt, 66, veteran car- 
nival man, died at Maynard hos- 
pital, Seattle, May 8. He had been 
seriously ill the past seven months. 
Levitt, born in London, was one 
of the pioneer carny men in the 
west, putting a show on the road. 
He formed Levitt, Brown & Hug- 
gins shows 12 years ago, playing 
dates in the far northwest. 

The show is readying to go out 
again. 








Va., Saturday (13). 


and one daughter, 


—===3 


OBITUARY 


HARLEY HAMILTON 
Harley Hamilton, 72, founder of 
the Los Angeles Symphony orches.~ 
tra, and its original conductor, died 
May 14 at his home in Los An 
following a stroke of apoplexy, 
Hamilton was a graduate of the 
New York Musical College ana also 
foreign institutions. He came to 
Los Angeles 46 years aro and 41 
years ago organized the Women’s 
Symphony Orchestra. He organized 
the Los Angeles Symphony Orches- 
tra 35 years ago and directed both 
organizations for nearly 25 years, 
Tae wdow and one davehter sur. 
vive. 


Seles, 





JOHN A. CLIFFORD 

John A. Clifford, 46, died in New 
York May 12. He made his stage 
debut with Walter Huston in ‘Elmer 
the Great,’ and his last engagement 
was with ‘Jamboree’ at the Van- 
derbilt recently. Survived by his 
widow. Interment in the Actors’ 
Fund plot in Kensico. 





SELMA KURTZ 
Selma Kurtz, 58, died in Vienna 
May 10 of pneumonia. Regarded ag 











Survived by his widow, five sons ; 
. band, Mrs. Marks leaves 4 « 


one of the great artists of the Eu- 








Morris 





ropean operatic stage, sle was un- 
fortunate in her American experi- 


ences, She sang at the Hippodrome 
in New York Jan. 9, but was in poodr 
voice and hampered, it was said, by 
the accompaniment. She was given 
the promise of a season at the 
Metropolitan in the fall, but the deal 
blew up. 





FRANK WYATT 

Frank Wyatt, 43, actor and man- 
ager, son of Violet Melnotte (lessee 
of Duke of York’s theatre) died in 
London of pneumonia. In addition 
to appearances at his mother’s the- 
atre, he had in his younger days 
played under Robert Courtneidge 
and Lewis Waller managements. 





B. FRANK DENNIS 

B. Frank Dennis, 59, composer of 
popular old-time melodies, died ree 
cently in Lynn, Mass. Among his 
leading compositions were ‘Poste 
man’s March,’ ‘Won't You Come 
Back to Your Old Home, Jennie 
Darling?’ and ‘Merry Witch Waltz,’ 





SYLVIA SZYMANSKI 

Sylvia Bell Szymanski, 50, radio 
artist, died May 11 in Los Angeles 
after an illness of 16 months. De- 
ceased, known to radio as ‘Sylvia’ 
and originator of ‘Sylvia’s Happy 
Hour,’ KFT, is survived by her hus- 
band, 





JOHN EDGAR 
Capt. John Edgar, 81, for the past 
28 years stage doorman of the 
Metropolitan, died May 12 in De- 
troit. He was forced by ill health 
to resign last October, going to live 
with a sister in Detroit. 
GOLDIE BEACH 
Mrs. John Lawrence, 44, known 
on the stage as Goldie Beach, died 
at the City hospital, Indianapolis. 
She took sick here during stock re- 
hearsal five weeks ago. Her hus- 
band survives. 


MAUDE MAY DILLON 
Maude May Dillon, professionally 
known as Maude May when she 
played with Richard Mansfield, died 
in Chicago May 13 of a heart at- 
tack. She had been in the Cook 
County hospital since Christmas, 





WILL O. HOLLAND os 
Will O. Holland, 53, pianist die 
in Hollywood. from heart attack 
May 14, 
He was an uncle of the late Wal- 
ter Hiers. A widow survives. 





PATRICK E. SMITH 
Patrick E. Smith, 54, employee of 
Paramount studio art department, 
died May 6, in Los Angeles, follow- 
ing a short illness. His widow and 
daughter survive. 





Mrs. Elly Urban Marks, 30, daugh- 
ter of Joseph Urban, famous —, 
designer, died récently. She was the 


wife of H. Roydon Marks, radio ad- 
vertising man, and lived at \\ aban, 
Mass. Beside: her parens and hus- 
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Mud Shows Beating Railroad Units 


Into Ohio as Steel Mills Spurt 





— 


Canton, O., May 15. 
Three major motorized circuses 
are staging a lively fight for the 
choice industrial stands in eastern 
Ohio, where steel production this 


week reached its highest peak in 


geveral years. 

Sam B. Dill, Barnett Bros. and 
Seils-Sterling have invaded _ the 
Buckeye state and from all indica- 
tions every worthwhile Ohio stand 
will‘be played by one of the three 
mud shows before the end of May, 
without any opposition from _ the 
major railroad shows. 

Barnett Bros., after a hasty trek 
from thé opening stand in York, 
Ss. C., was first into the state, two 
weeks ago, when several Ohio 
towns were picked up en route to 
the Pittsburgh district. Not satis- 
fied with business done in westérn 
Pennsylvania, Manager Ray Rogers 
instructed the advance to double 
back into Ohio and this week the 
show is playing in the Youngstown 
district, with stops this week end 


‘at Salem and Alliance. 


Goes After Big T-wns 

Seils-Sterling, another small but 
excellent motorized unit, is concen- 
trating in the southern part of the 
state, making territory where the 
show has played in former years. It 
did not confine its route to smaller 
towns, but got into Dayton this 
week ahead of the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace show. Show opened two weeks 
ago and spent the first few days out 
in Indiana. Route indicates show 
is moving cast. 

Sam B. Dill, largest of the three 
mud shows, made a hasty jaunt 
through Indiana, picking up Indian- 
apolis +n route to the Buckeye state. 
Dill show is well known in this sec- 
tion and will likely remain in Ohio 
for some time. Upper Ohio valley 
will be invaded next week and with 
East Liverpool as the Saturday 
stand. Dill will be first in in most 
of the towns. He perhaps has the 
strongest program and by far the 
flashiest outfit. He is making no 
effort this season to keep his route 
a secret, while the Seils-Sterling 
circus apparently does not care if 
the opposition knows of its where- 
abouts. Barnett route is not being 
given out and is contracting towns 
only after careful survey of finan- 
cial and industrial status. 

Only one railroad show is due in 
the state, Hagenbeck Wallace, which 
enters Ohio next week at Cincin- 
nati, picking up Springfield, Dayton 
and Columbus, and then jumps into 
West Virginia, where its usual May 
stands will be played, with Penn- 
sylvania contracted for late in May. 
Reports are the show will go no 
farther east at this time than Erie, 
returning to Ohio and then Michi- 
gan in June. 


Neb. State Fair Sure 


Lincoln, May 15. 

Decision was made with the clos- 
ing of the Neb. legislative session 
that the annual State Fair would be 
held next Sept. as per custom. The 
Fair Board, headed by Pawry Reed, 
was influenced in this direction by 
an appropriation by the lawmakers 
of $46,500 to apply on the 100G 
deficit and an additional appropria- 
tion of $35,000 to help along with 
plans for the next exposition. 

The 46G appropriation to apply 
on the past will be good news to 
the 20% paid acts and attractions 
for the last fair. 


More Grief for Skyride 
Chicago, May 15. 
‘Skyride,’ largest and _ costliest 
single concession at the World’s 
Fair, had two additional strikes 
last week. A former walk-out tied 
up work and allegedly added $100,- 
000 to the construction price now 
running to around $1,250,000. 
Because of the several different 
types of work, steel, elevators, ca- 
bles involved, and the fact that five 
companies are building it as a joint 
enterprise, endless conflict of jur- 
isdiction between different unions 
and between unions and the build- 
ers has been developed. 








To End Fair Date Clash 
Alta, Ia., May 15. 
Fair managers and_ secretaries 
from a dozen counties in north- 
west Iowa have gotten together in 
a meeting to iron out fair dates, 
admission prices, premium awards, 
racing purses and concessions. 
The confab spells uniform sched- 
ules, the object being to get away 
from competition. 





Ve allace-Main Circuses 


Clash in Penna. Soon 
Altoona, May 16. 

Two circuses have arranged to 
show in Altoona late this month 
and early next, the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace show on June 2, and the 
Walter L. Main show on May 25. 
For the Main show it is the first 
time in forty years and arrange- 
ments were made personally last 
week by Walter L. Main. Both 
shows will use the Broad avenue 


grounds. 

Forty years ago the Main show 
was wrecked at Vail, near here, 27 
persons being killed and most of 
the cars and equipment destroyed. 
The cars were rebuilt, in the Al- 
toona railroad shops and after re- 
furnishing the show, exhibited here 
before leaving. It has been cus- 
tomary each year to decorate the 
graves of the circus people at Vail. 


BALTO RESIDENTS AGAIN 
PROTEST SHOW’S SPOT 


Baltimore, May 15. 

Residents in proximity to the lot 
selected for the Ringling Bros. 
Barnum-Bailey show are again pro- 
testing its use by the circus. 
Through an ‘improvement associa- 
tion’ they are heckling the city in 
an effort to keep the circus off the 
lot on the contention the lot is situ- 
ated in a residential zone, in which 
property cannot be used for com- 


mercial purposes. 

Lot in question, which has been 
used by the Ringling show for the 
past few years, is on the far north- 
side of the city out on Pimlico road, 
near the race track. Ringling show 
formerly used a lot on Bolton street, 
much closer in tow but which 
property has since beén usurped by 
rows of homes. ° 

Improvement Association entered 
a similar howl last year, but the 
city issued the permit nevertheless. 
and from all indications, the present 
protest goes by the board also, with 
the permit again in the bag for the 
circus. Every official to whom the 
association has protested has 
claimed non-jurisdiction. 

Baltimore collects $50 a perform- 
ance from the circus, plus a tax for 
water, Dates for the Ringling show 
this year are May 29 and 30, ahout 
two weeks later than usual, 











TAXES CLOSE PARK 
Springfield, Mass., May 15. 
With taxes considered out of pro- 


portion to the cost of the property, |- 


Riverside Park will not be opened 
this summer, 

This leaves Springfield without a 
summer resort for the first time in 
50 years. Only the ballroom will 
open and it will be operated as in 
the past by W. J. Cook, 





Carnival Routes 





(For current week—week May 15) 
Alamo Expo: Albuquerque, N. M. 
Barlow's Big City: St. Louis. 

Beckman & Gerrity: St. Louis. 
Centanni_Greater: Nutley. 

Conklin’s All Canadien: Kitchener. 
Copping, Harry: Johnsonburg. 

Diamond Expo: Sophia. 

Famous Dixie: Shawneetown, 

Gibbs, W. A.: Ft. Scott. 

Gooding, F. E.: Springfield, O. 

Great Eastern: Waterville. 

Hartman & Herman: Portage. 

Landes, J. L.: Newton. 

Northwestern: Detroit. Mich 
Page Expo: Johnson City. 
Royal American: St. Louis. 
Rubin & Cherry: Washington 
Speroni, P. J.: Geneso, Iil. 
Sunset Amer.: Mason City. 
Towes United: Cheyenne, 
Wade & Post: Ashland. 
West Coast: Isleton. 


Circus Routes 


Wyo 





(For current week—week May 15) 
Al G. Barnes 
May 15, San Jose; 16, Palo Alto; 17, San 
Mateo; 18-21, San Francisco. 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
May 15-17, Cincinnati: 18, Indianapolis 
19, Dayton; 20, Columbus; 22, Charieston 
|W. Va. . 
Ringling Bros. 
May 15-20, Brooklyn, N. Y, 


| 


Going Places 





(Continued from page 11) 


piece silk crepe pyjamas with deli- 
cate lace yokes. Whatever she hap- 
pens to have on does very well for 
sofas and divans, Usually she wears 
evening dresses, backless affairs 
caught up around her throat in 
front, and finds them very service- 
able. Her most adventure-evoking 
frock, a fitted white dinner dress 
with long tight sleeves, is tied 
cr isply at the neck despite its size- 
able gap below. She repulses the 
villain in this costume; a crude fel- 
low insensitive to the significance 
of.white, Tner there’s a quaint 
black costume, to prove that she 
really is an artist, a contemporary 
robe de style with leg o’ mutton 
sleeves and a high collared white 
jabot vestee, very cute about its re- 
calling the good old days. Miss 
Davis’ straight blonde hair, curled 
only at the ends, is trained to stay 
put no matter what its plane in re- 
lation to the horizon. 





The New Landi 


The trouble with Elissa Landi, un- 
til ‘The Warrior’s Husband,’ was 
only that she had to wait for “The 
.Warrior’s Husband,’ and while wait- 
ing, beguiled her time in pictures 
that didn’t understand her. 

Miss Landi has such a nice air 
about her, it was presumed she was 
too nice to be anything else. Now 
Miss Landi shows that she can 
keep right on being nice, and be 
some fun at the same time. She’s 
young and alive, and once she freed 
herself of the ladylike draperies that 
had heretofore been wrapped around 
her, once she got. the chance to 
shake herself out of the conventional 
stuffiness she’d been tied up _ in, 
she’s leaping about graceful and 
happy, prettier than she’s ever been 
before, suddenly radiant and vi- 
brantly joyous. There’s a twinkle 
in her eyes and a fresh, zestful spirit 
as fetching as her new coiffure, 
golden ringlets brushed gaily off 
and above her face. She strides 
and swaggers in her classic tunics 
quite as vigorously at Katherine 
Hepburn, betters her a bit with an 
alluring softness of her own. 

Marjorie Rambeau, the Amazon 
queen, is handsome and command- 
ing, her good looks enhanced by 
stylized costuming. Maude Eburne 
wrings the last chuckle from her 
role, and Helen Ware makes a good 
grim Pomposia. The Amazons have 











been chosen for their girth as wel! 
as height. 





Overboard on Mascara 


Since ‘The Big Cage’ felt it ought 
to have some sort of love interest, 
it has included several shots of 
Anita Page. « 

Miss Page, attende* by Louise 
Beavers, pictures’ workingest col- 
ored maid, Llays a trapeze artist 
whose aerial feats must go on no 
matter how heartsick she is inside. 
She is photographed, therefore, in 
various attitudes denoting lovelorn 
dejection, wearing—and very nicely 
too — black tights and spangled 
black leotards, with an expression 
of woe begone listlessness. 

Her man, an animal trainer who’s 
los. his nerve, won’t mind her and 





Keeping Expo Poor Man's Carnival: 
Dc Show Average; Rides Less 





Gettysburg Cyc Sold, 
Shipped to Chi Expo 


Dallas, May 15. 

After a losing battle in Dallas, 
‘The Battle of Gettysberg,’ a 120- 
foot cyclorama painting which came 
here three years ago for a State 
Fair of Texas showing, has been 
freighted to the World’s Fair at 
Chi. 

Said to cost about $35,000, it went 
into receivership and litigation here 
shortly after its first showing, sell- 
ing recently for $600 under foreclos- 
ure. 


TOM GORMAN BACKING 
WALTER MAIN CIRCUS 


Charleston, W. Va., May 15. 

Settlement of the financial diffi- 
culties of the Walter L. Main cir- 
cus was effected in time to permit 
the circus to open its season here 
Saturday (May 13) as per schedule. 
A good crowd turned out for the 
afternoon and night shows. 

Circuit Judge A. P. Hudson on 
Thursday had entered a decree con- 
firming sale of the circus proper- 
ties to Thomas Gorman, New York, 
for $4,600, representing a judgment 
obtained against Walter L. Main, 
Geneva, O.; James Heron, Lancas- 
ter, Pa., and Fred Buchanan, New 
York. 

Sale was made by Charles P, Mc- 
Cabe and F. B. Shannon, as spe- 
cial commissioners, counsel for de- 
fendants and plaintiffs in the chan- 
cery suit. According to Mr. Mc- 
Cabe, a settlement was effected 
whereby the circus will be financed 
by Gorman. 

Among the features of the. circus 
this year are Buzz Barton, movie 
star; Goliath, the large elephant; 
Tarzan, the ape man, and Captain 
West and his performing lions. 
Twenty acts are on the program. 








all she can do about it is look at 
him out of enormous eyes fringed 
so zealously with heavy black bead- 
ing that she scares him worse than 
ever. It seems that by the time Miss 
Page has finished weighting her 
eyelids with mascara, it takes all 
her remaining strength to keep 
them propped open. 

Her limp ennui, contrasted with 
the constant energy of lions and 
tigers forever lunging across “The 
Big Cage’s’ screen, flatters the 
animals. Even if she could bring 
herself to act with some show of 
decisive crispness, any girl at all 
would be hard put to compete with 
their feline grace and admirable un- 
affectedness, 








Summary of World's Fair Prices 





(Grouped below are the itemized e 
Hxposition. 
dancing, souvenirs, and merchandise 





General Admissions 

Bo wrens. «4602 cccadetseeesteceeses e. ve 

Children ..... 2h 
49 Mining Camp.. 15 
Oriental Village... 10 
Oriental Arena..... eve 1.00 
Holly W00G «ois ccc cpoctccects vesescceces 50 
Belgian Villagwe...ccccocecscccrteccoces 25 

Transportation 
IOS COM WO soc cc ccetecobecescces 10 
Tami Orme DOOD. sc cccasccvccs osedeee o we 
TIO: GUD: oo 6 ve dosnbettesccerenes 25 
Rides 
eee: COMINOE oo oc cust awe tphereetescas a 
Piying TUM. cccccccccccvccasocessesss 20 
BOBO ccccccvccccceseesececceeseeocescs 15 
BOY DOV. cc cccttccoveccccscscoovevesses 10 
Lindy LOOP. .ccccccccccccecescoceccese 10 
Barrels oc ccceccdcceccecescecacescecess 15 
LAM-im-DArK 2c ccccccccsocesccseceesese 15 
Golden Shooter......«.. wecccccstococce 15 
Lagoon Boat...ccccccsccccccccsecescese 50 
SEYFIGS tOWET...cccccccescccceceteccess 0 
Skyride (across)...... secbbaveseseés<s. ae 
Far (eee ee ewares cco. ae 
10-Cent Games 

Telescope. 
Indian Arrow. 
Aeroplane Ball 
Am. Tally Ball 
Shufflette 
Japanese Volley Ball 
Walking Charlie 
Kentucky Derby. 
Fish Pond, 
Hoop-ha 
Rridge-Keno 
Fascination 





African Dips 


Chicago, May 15. 
apenses of the Century of Progress 


List is considered 95% complete, although refreshments, 


are omitted.) 


Devil's Bowling Alley 
Hollywood Dart. 


Air Gun Novelty. 
Snake Show, 

, Specials 
SD Lac oakeenane daw Saad aetaers 50-$1.50 
SO Whos sh o'd's a Cees anuSen $éeTasteeee $3 
654d o u-eus <ee ne Stopeccocee ae 
Gondola (per hour)......... cocccccece Se 
Restaurants (maximum)......sseccees 2 

Children 
Enchanted Island............... Free gate 
All Rides, Shows........... PAR 8 
Services, souvenirs, ete., extra. 


25-Cent Shows 
Admiral Byrd Ship. 
Fort Dearborn Massacre. 
American Girl. 
Carter the Great Magic 
Lincoln Group. 
"49 Camp Spanish Dance 
Embry ological. 
Mills Freaks. 
Plantation Negro Show. 
Golf Tournament 
Seminoles and Alligators 
Domestic Animal Show. 
Flower Show, 
Infant Incubators. 
Oriental Village theatre 
Gorilla Villa, 
Midget Village. 
Handwriting Analyst. 
Shooting Gallery, 
Battie of Gettysburg. 


Pantheon de la Guerre 

Streets of Paris, 

Maripe Exhibit, 

Motordrome. 

Ukrainian Exhibite 

Ripley Believe it or Not Exhibit ww 








Chicago, May 15, 
Somehow or other the public, ora 
portion of it, seems to have used 
paper and pencil and arrived at 


$90 as the figure necessary to see 
the World's Fair, So far as repre- 
senting expenditures within the Ex- 
position grounds this estimate is 
greatly exaggerated but nevertheless 
persists. It is widely circulated 
among people outside the profession. 
Fair is probably aware of this and 
combating it. 
$38 Better Guess 

Actual estimates of the total cost 
of missing nothing at the Expo ¢an't 
be made but a candid opinion ex- 
pressed by the highest authority in 
the Fair itself names $38 as cover- 
in. everything. Official estimate on 
the time required to see the Exposi- 
tion is 10 days. That means a light 
once over for most of the scientific 
stuff. 

As a matter of fact except for a 
small group of prices the rates are 
nominal throughout and preparations 
are to make it a poor man’s carnival 
ather than a plutocrat’s playground, 
A conspicuous effort independent of 
the Exposition is the wholesale set- 
ting up along all the automobile 
highways leading into the city of 
elaborate tourists camps. These 
romise to take on the size and mag- 
nitude of big business. Allen Tours 
which will have four sites in the 
suburbs advertises portable bunga- 
lows with all modern plumbing, etc, 
maid service, bell boys, porters, 
elerks, and general hotel set-up, 
plus breakfast every morning at 
from $18 to $25 per week according 
to number of persons per bungalow. 

A summary of concession prices, 
appears in an adjoining column, 


Bar Public for Spurt; 
Expo Looks Neat; Use 
Many Army Officers 


Chicago, May 15, 


Public will be barred from the 
Exposition grounds by the Worlki’s 
Fair management for from three 
days to a week preceding the sched- 
uled official opening on May 27. 
This to permit last-minute speed. 
Gawkers going through the grounds 
on foot and by bus have been a 
slowing-down influence, although 
the bulk of the previewers have 
come on Sundays. 

Exposition will make good sub- 
stantially on its promise of being 
100% complete when opened, al- 
though where the so-called Press 
building is to go up there was noth- 
ing but a mud-hole and a promis- 
sory billboard as late as last Wed- 
nesday (10), and elsewhere a mere 
outsider would lay odds on not mak- 
ing the deadlines. Few persons will 
probably complain of these minor 
possibilities in view of the general 
completeness, 


Can’t Lose? 


Meanwhile the omens for the Fair 
are favorable. Best of all has been 
the smart financing system. Enter- 
prise is self-sustaining all the way 
through. There’s a commercial tie- 
up or tie-in’ on everything. Hardly 
an exploitable angle has _ been 
muffed. Fair has driven shrewd 
bargains in every respect. Even in 
the matter of hired help they can’t 
lose. Guards, guides, cashiers, and 
practically everyone outside the 
Administration Building are hired 
on an hourly basis and can be laid 
off in case of rain or other exigen- 
cies. Military officers are in charge of 
the uniformed staffs, and these per- 
sons are marched to and from their 
jobs, dropping out at their stations 
according to guard-posting ritual in 
the army. All such employees de- 
vote two free weeks prior to going 
on the payroll to learning what it’s 
all about. 








Big Biz Exhibs Organize 


Chicago, May 15. 

Century of Progress Exhibitors’ 
association Was organized last 
week with £. H. Sniffin of West- 
inghouse Manufacturing Coa as 
pre dent 

This group represents the big 
business firms who have free exe 
hibits at the fair. It is quite dise 
tinct from the Concessionaires’ Age 
sociation, which has been organized 
ix months, 


eeeteieneeee 





LALO AR RS EM 








; 
i 
i 
{ 
: 
‘a 
{ 











~_™ 


VARIETY 


Tuesday, May 16, 1933 








TODAY’S FEATURE: 


The Vanishing Bird Cage...Done With Live Canary! 
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HOW IN THE WORLD DID: 
THE MAGICIAN. MAKE THAT 
BIRD CAGE VANISH IN THE 



















































EXPLAIN 
ITS TOO 
3 THAT IF YOu EASY Ioee 
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m COLLAPSIBLE, ANDO 
Bm ATTACHED TO A STRING 
WHICH WAS JUST 
Ke), (cat (elect mre mCle 
UP ONE SLEEVE, » 
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B ACROSS THE SHOULDERS a 
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ANO DOWN TO THE 
OTHER. WRIST, 
WHEN HE MADE THE 
THROWING MOTION re 
THE CAGE FOLDED UP 
AND WAS DRAWN 
INTO HIS SLEEVE — 
BIRD AND ALL. 





THE CAGE AS SHOWN 
TO AUDIENCE. 





COLLAPSED 
B/RD CAGE 
UP SLEEVE. 

































€D. WANT A CIG~ 
ARETTE ? 


aN 


THANKS, ('M) 


GLAD TO SEE. 
THAT you) if 
SMOKE CAMELS,| 



































‘VE FOUND OUT THAT “IT'S | 
MORE FUN TO KNOW ABOUT 
(CIGARETTES, ED. 
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4 THAT'S THE GIRLI THERE ARE NO}. 
TRICKS IN CAMELS — JUST a 
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>. | MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS, 











counts! 
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- TO Know 


Camels are made from 
finer, MORE EXPENSIVE 
tobaccos than any 
other popular brand. 
That’s why they give 
you more pleasure. 
It’s the tobacco that 





41S. Mone fun 


MATCHEESS 
BLEND 


Copyright, 1933, R. 3. Reynolds Tobacco Company! 


Wo TRICKS IN camets—IUST CosTLIER TOBaccoS 
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